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HIGHLIGHTS

After meeting with PM Tarique Rahman, the administrators of the two city corporations in Dhaka have

informed about the initiatives taken to modernize waste management & ensure a smooth Eid journey.
(Jago FM: 11)

Law enforcement agencies have strengthened security across the country, including the capital Dhaka,
ahead of the holy Eid-ul-Fitr. (Jago FM: 10)

Despite government directives, a quarter of factories have failed to pay wages of February even after
the deadline passed; half of factories have not yet paid workers' Eid bonuses. (DW: 08)

The World Food Program has warned that an additional 45 million people worldwide could face acute
food insecurity if the war surrounding Iran continues until June. (Jago FM: 12)

Israeli Defense Minister Katz has claimed that top Iranian security official Ali Larijani was killed in an
overnight strike. (BBC: 07)

A heated debate has erupted after the Education Minister announced the abolition of the existing lottery-
based admission system in government and private secondary schools. (BBC: 03)

World Bank Vice President for South Hsia, Johannes Jutt, met with Finance & Planning Minister and
Commerce Minister to discuss the govt's development priorities & areas where the World Bank Group can
assist. (JTago FM: 12)

The Cabinet has approved Bangladesh's proposal to join the 'Investment Facilitation for Development
Hgreement' under the plurilateral Joint Statement Initiative of the World Trade Organization.(Jago FM: 12)

State Minister for Youth & Sports Aminul Haque has said an investigation committee will be formed to
determine why Bangladesh did not participate in the ICC Men's T20 World Cup this year. (DW: 09)

At least 6 people, including 3 members of a family, have been killed in separate road accidents in
Patgram upazila of Lalmonirhat & Dhanbari upazila of Tangail. (BBC: 03; Jago FIM: 10)
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https://www.dw.com/en/who-was-ali-larijani-irans-unofficial-strongman/a-76202526
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HMS DRAGON SEEN IN GIBRALTAR EN ROUTE TO CYPRUS

BBC Verify has been sent images showing the UK Royal Navy Type-45 destroyer HMS
Dragon in Gibraltar this morning as it makes its way to Cyprus on the eastern side of the
Mediterranean. HMS Dragon was deployed following a suspected drone attack by the Iran-
backed Lebanese group Hezbollah on the Royal Air Force Base at Akrotiri in Cyprus on the
second day of the US-Israel war with Iran. Two more drones were intercepted the following
day. The UK government says the ship, which is armed with Sea Viper missiles that can
intercept aerial threats, will bolster existing defences at Akrotiri.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/03/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL SAYS IT KILLED TWO TOP IRANIAN LEADERS

Israel says it has killed Iran’s security chief Ali Larijani, saying he was effectively Iran’s top
leader. His death, if confirmed, would be a “massive body blow” to the regime , says Jeremy
Bowen. The commander of the Basij militia, Gholamreza Soleimani, was also Kkilled in an
overnight strike, Israel said. The much-feared militia is a plain-cloths section of Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards Corp, which was involved in the brutal crackdown of anti-government
protests earlier this year. (BBC News Web Page: 17/03/26, FARUK)

IRAN AUTHORITIES CONFISCATE ‘HUNDREDS OF STARLINK DEVICES’

Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence says in a statement that it has confiscated “hundreds of Starlink
devices sent by the enemy” — referring to the US and lIsrael, Iranian news outlets are
reporting. The statement says that according to law, acquiring and using Starlink is a “crime”
and during the war anyone doing so will be dealt with at the “highest penalty”. Using Starlink
in Iran carries a punishment of up to two years in prison. It is still very difficult to contact
those inside Iran during the internet outage that has been in place since the start of the war,
but tech-savvy residents have been using SoaceX’s Starlink devices and sharing their
connections with others. (BBC News Web Page: 17/03/26, FARUK)

IRAN LAUNCHES NEW WAVE OF MISSILES AT ISRAEL

The IDF says Iran has launched more missiles at Israel and its defensive systems are
operating to intercept them. Separately, the Iranian state broadcaster is reporting a new
wave of missiles have been launched from Iran towards the “occupied territories”.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/03/26, FARUK)

UAE SAYS IT IS INTERCEPTING IRANIAN MISSILE ATTACKS

The UAE’s defence ministry has said in the past hour that it is intercepting drones and
missiles from Iran. It follows a similar update from Qatar’s defence ministry, which said
around two hours ago that it had intercepted a wave of missiles targeting the state.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/03/26, FARUK)

HEAD OF US NATIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM CENTER RESIGNS OVER IRAN WAR
The director of the US’s National Counterterrorism Center has announced his resignation on
social media — saying he “cannot in good conscience support the ongoing war in Iran”. The
Senate confirmed Joe Kent as Trump’s pick for the role last July. Addressing Trump in his
resignation letter, Kent says: “Iran posed no imminent threats to our nation, and it is clear
that we started this war due to pressure from Israel and its powerful American lobby. I
support the values and the foreign policies that you campaigned on in 2016, 2020, 2024,
which you enacted in your first term”. (BBC News Web Page: 17/03/26, FARUK)

TRUMP SEEKS TO DELAY MEETING WITH XI IN CHINA

US President Donald Trump said on Monday that he is planning to delay a high stakes visit
to China later in March by about a month because of the Iran war. “We’ve requested that we
delay it a month or so,” he told reporters at the White House, adding that it was important
that he remained available to oversee the war. The meeting between Trump and Chinese
President Xi Jinping is currently set to take place between 31 March to 2 April, following their
last face to face talks in October last year. Chinese foreign affairs spokesman Lin Jian said
on Tuesday that Beijing and Washington are in talks over “the timing and related matters of
President Trump’s visit to China”. (BBC News Web Page: 17/03/26, FARUK)

PAKISTAN AIR STRIKE KILLS AT LEAST 100 AT KABUL DRUG REHAB CENTRE
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More than 100 people have been killed in a Pakistani air strike on a drug treatment centre in
Afghanistan’s capital, forensic laboratory sources told the BBC. Some of the bodies were
injured beyond recognition, sources at the Kabul Forensic Medicine department said.
Taliban officials have put casualty figures much higher. The UN called for a swift
investigation. Pakistan denied striking the facility deliberately, saying it had “precisely
targeted military installations and terrorist support infrastructure”. The cross-border conflict
re-erupted last month, with Pakistan saying Afghanistan was harbouring militants who
attacked its territory, something Kabul denied. (BBC News Web Page: 17/03/26, FARUK)
SUSPECTED SUICIDE ATTACKS KILL AT LEAST 23 IN NORTH-EAST NIGERIA

At least 23 people have been killed and 108 injured by a series of suspected suicide
bombings in Maiduguri, marking one of the worst recent attacks on the capital of Borno
state. A post office, a popular weekly market and the University of Maiduguri Teaching
Hospital were hit within minutes of each other at around 19:30 local time on Monday, police
in the north-eastern state say. The sites, which are among the city’s busiest locations, had
drawn large crowds after the day’s Ramadan fast was broken. Nigeria’s military has blamed
the attack on militants from the notorious Boko Haram group.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/03/26, FARUK)

SRI LANKA DECLARES WEDNESDAYS OFF AS ASIAN COUNTRIES TRY TO
CONSERVE FUEL

Sri Lanka has declared every Wednesday a holiday for public institutions to conserve fuel as
the island nation grapples with possible shortages in the wake of the US and Israel’s war
with Iran. “We must prepare for the worst, but hope for the best,” President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake said at an emergency meeting with senior officials on Monday. This is the
latest in a series of belt-tightening measures undertaken by Asian countries since the war
chocked off the Strait of Hormuz, which used to carry millions of barrels of oil from the Gulf
into the region. Nearly 90% of all the oil and gas flowing through the strait last year was
bound for Asia, which is the world’s largest oil-importing region.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/03/26, FARUK)

MILLIONS WITHOUT ELECTRICITY AS CUBA’S POWER GRID COLLAPSES

Millions in Cuba have been left without power after the national electricity grid collapses on
Monday, the country’s power operator says. Much of the island including the capital,
Havana, was plunged into darkness, with streets only illuminated by headlamps and battery-
powered lights on Monday. UNE, Cuba’s grid operator , said early on Tuesday morning that
it was gradually restoring electricity to provinces and cities around the country. It is the latest
in a series of widespread blackouts to hit the Caribbean island, where aging electricity
infrastructure and chronic fuel shortages have been exacerbated by a US blockade on oll
shipments to the communist-run nation. (BBC News Web Page: 17/03/26, FARUK)
ZELENSKY TO VISIT STARMER TO SIGN NEW UKRAINE-UK DEFENCE PACT
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky is set to visit Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer in the
UK on Tuesday to agree a new defence partnership aimed at tackling cheap attack drones.
Downing Street said the deal would bring together “Ukrainian expertise and the UK'’s
industrial base” to manufacture and supply drones and other capabilities. The two leaders
are also expected to discuss further support Ukraine against Russia’s full-scale invasion,
now in its fourth year. Their meeting comes as the US-Israeli war with Iran enters a third
week, during which US President Donald Trump has criticized the UK and other countries
over the extent of their response to the conflict.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/03/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::
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