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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Tarique Rahman has called on athletes not to be affiliated with any political party or group during
professional sports tenure, saying rather they should represent the country through sporting excellence.
[Jago FM: 10]
The government has announced a reward of up to Tk 100,000 for individuals providing information on
illegal hoarding and smuggling of fuel oil. [Jago FM: 11]

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shama Obaed has said there is no energy crisis in country-- adds,
govt. is taking coordinated steps to ensure uninterrupted emergy supply & the safety of Bangladeshi
citizens abroad in the context of ongoing Middle East conflict. [BBC: 03]

Home Minister Salahuddin Ahmed has said that the government will ensure legal & constitutional
protection for those involved in the July uprising as promised in the July National Charter.  [BBC: 03]

The govt has taken urgent steps to combat the measles outbreak & a special vaccination campaign will
be launched from June to ensure the supply of vaccines as soon as possible --- Health Minister Sardar
Sakhawat Hossain. [Jago FM: 12]

At least 30 children have died this year with symptoms resembling measles at Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital. Among them, only one has tested positive for measles. [Jago FM: 12]

Government has decided to vaccinate six-month-old children against measles under special measures in
response to a rise in infections across the country. [BBC: 04]

According to Bangladesh Jatri Kalyan Samity, 351 people died & 1,046 were injured in 346 road
accidents across country during the Eid-ul-Fitr rush. A total of 377 accidents on roads, railways &
waterways resulted in 394 deaths & 1,288 injuries. [Jago FM: 12]

The ongoing US-Israel war with Iran has effectively disrupted the Strait of Hormuz, creating uncertainty
in int'l energy supplies. Amid a worsening gas crisis, production at 5 out of the country’s 6 urea
fertiliser factories has been suspended. [Jago FM: 12]
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MYANMAR JUNTA CHIEF MIN AUNG HLAING NOMINATED AS PRESIDENT

Myanmar's military chief Min Aung Hlaing has been nominated for the presidency as
parliament convened on Monday, following a general election from which the biggest
opposition parties were excluded. Min Aung Hlaing is certain to be chosen, as he was
nominated in parliament alongside two loyalists who are very unlikely contenders for
president. He has been sanctioned by many Western countries for leading a military coup
five years ago. In the ensuing civil war, thousands of people have been killed and millions
have been displaced. Large areas of the country remain under the control of armed
opposition groups. The general elections, held between December and January, were touted
by the junta as a pathway to peace. (BBC Web page : 30.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

EDUCATED & EMPLOYED BUT STILL STRUGGLING: INDIA'S MIDDLE CLASS UNDER
STRAIN

In a darkened control room in Navi Mumbai, 100 operators oversee bots monitoring 30,000
ATMs across India. Their cameras, sensors and bots do the work that 60,000 security
guards once did. That control room is a small window into something much larger. Across
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India, the quiet machinery of automation has been reshaping - and in many cases,
eliminating - the jobs that the middle class was built on. And the middle class is only now
beginning to reckon with what that means. As stable incomes come under pressure, many
are turning to riskier ways of making money to bridge the gap. Consider VS, a 27-year-old
BTech graduate from a small town near Bhilwara city in western Rajasthan state. He earns
14,000 rupees ($151; £113) a month as a freelance salesperson.

(BBC Web page : 30.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

SPAIN CLOSES AIRSPACE TO US AIRCRAFT INVOLVED IN IRAN WAR

Spain has closed its airspace to US planes involved in attacks on Iran, Madrid's Defence
Minister Margarita Robles has said. "We will not authorise the use of Morén and Rota
[military bases] for any acts related to the war in Iran," she said, adding that Spain had
"made this clear to the American government from the beginning". Foreign Affairs Minister
José Manuel Albares stated that the aim of the decision was to "not do anything that could
encourage an escalation in this war". A White House official told the BBC that the US military
was "meeting or surpassing all of its goals under Operation Epic Fury and does not need
help from Spain or anyone else". US President Donald Trump has previously threatened to
impose a full trade embargo on Spain over its opposition to the Iran war. Since the start of
the war in late February, Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has been one of the most
vocal opponents of the US and Israeli attacks on Iran, describing them as "reckless" and
"illegal".(BBC Web page : 30.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

OIL RISES AND ASIA SHARES SLIDE AS IRAN WAR ENTERS FIFTH WEEK

Global oil prices jumped and stocks fell sharply on Monday in Asia after the US-Israel war
with Iran entered its fifth week. The price of Brent crude rose overnight by more than 3% to
above $115 (£86.77) a barrel. It later eased slightly to around $113 but is still on track for its
biggest monthly gain on record. Japan's Nikkei 225 lost 2.8%, and the Kospi in South Korea
closed almost 3% lower. It comes after Iran-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen joined the
conflict by striking Israel over the weekend and Iran threatened to expand retaliatory strikes
against universities and the homes of US and Israeli officials. US President Donald Trump
said in an interview with the Financial Times on Sunday that he could "take the oil in Iran”
and possibly seize its major fuel hub of Kharg Island.

(BBC Web page : 30.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

LATIN PATRIARCH WILL HAVE ACCESS TO JERUSALEM HOLY SITE AFTER POLICE

STOPPED ENTRY

Israel's prime minister has said the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem will now have "full and
immediate access" to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, after police earlier prevented him
from celebrating Palm Sunday Mass there. Benjamin Netanyahu said Cardinal Pierbattista
Pizzaballa, the head of the Catholic Church in the Holy Land, had been asked not to enter
out of concern for his safety as Iran had repeatedly targeted Jerusalem's holy sites with
missiles. The decision to block the cardinal from entering Christianity's most sacred site had
been criticised by several Western nations. Israel's police later said it had agreed a "mutual
framework" with the Latin Patriarch for Easter celebrations.

(BBC Web page : 30.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

HOW THE US COULD TRY TO SEIZE IRAN'S KHARG ISLAND

US President Donald Trump has indicated that he may send troops to seize control of Iran's
key oil export terminal at Kharg Island in the northern Gulf. So what's behind this, how would
it work and what are the risks? Kharg Island has long been Iran's chief outlet for its oil
exports. The island sits offshore with waters deep enough to load product onto tankers
known as Very Large Crude Carriers (VLCCs), which can hold around two million barrels.
Around 90% of Iran's oil exports pass through Kharg. During the Iran-lraqg war in the 1980s it
was frequently bombed by the Iragi Air Force and on 13 March this year the US struck what
it said were 90 military targets on the island. It however spared the oil infrastructure. If the
US does decide to invade Kharg Island then it would most likely be a temporary measure
intended to put pressure on Iran by cutting off its fuel exports until it relinquished its
chokehold on the Strait of Hormuz - one of the world's busiest oil shipping lanes - and
conceded to Washington's demands. (BBC Web page : 30.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

:: THE END ::



