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HIGHLIGHTS

The holy Eid-ul-Fitr, one of the greatest religious festivals of the Muslims, is going to be celebrated in
country tomorrow- President Mohammed Shahabuddin & PM Tarique Rahman will offer Eid-ul-Fitr prayers

at the main congregation at National Eidgah. (BBC:---)
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended warm greetings to Prime Minister Tarique Rahman
and the people of Bangladesh on the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr. (BBC:--)
A man named Md. Sohel (22) has been killed in a collision between two launches in Sadarghat, Dhaka.
(DW:--)
Thousands of people heading home for Eid are facing extreme hardship due to heavy traffic jams along
the Dhaka-Tangail highway from Chandra in three directions. (DW:---)
Economic analysts predict if not managed properly, the combination of the fuel crisis and the long
holidays could have a double impact on commodity prices. (DW:---)
Bangladesh has expressed deep concern for the safety and welfare of seafarers, including its nationals
aboard vessels operating in war-affected areas of the Middle East. (Jago FM:---)
Rrmed assailants have stormed into a house in Khulna and opened fire on four members of the same
family, leaving two in critical condition. (Jago FM:--)
At least 20 people, including the union parishad chairman and police, have heen injured in a clash in
Dimla, Nilphamari, over illegal stone extraction in the Teesta River. (Jago FM:--)
Following the Iranian missile attack on a key gas facility in Qatar, the impact could he greatest on
Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan. (Jago FM:--)
China has strongly condemned the killing of Iranian national security chief Ali Larijani by an Israeli air
strike, calling it "unacceptable". (DW:-)

Arab countries have issued a joint statement at a meeting of foreign ministers in Riyadh, strongly
condemning Iran’s “deliberate” attacks on GCC countries, saying that this aggression cannot be justified.
(BBC:--)
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BBC
STARMER MEETS NIGERIAN PRESIDENT AS RECORD STEEL DEAL AGREED
Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer has met Nigerian President Bola Ahmed Tinubu at Downing
Street, as the two countries agreed a record-breaking steel deal. Under the agreement,
British Steel will supply 1,20,000 tonnes of steel to refurbish two major ports in Lagos, with
the contract worth £70m. Sir Keir Starmer hailed the president's state visit - the first by a
leader of a west African nation in 37 years - as "historic”. On Wednesday, the King hosted a
spectacular state banquet at Windsor Castle for the president and first lady, praising the
strength of the ties between the two nations. (BBC News Web Page: 19/03/26, FARUK)
IRANIAN ATTACKS NEED TO STOP IMMEDIATELY: QATAR'S PM
From Qatar's PM who highlights "the importance of an immediately stop” of Iranian attacks
on the region and the need for de-escalation. He gives his thanks to Turkey for supporting
the state of Qatar and stability and safety in the region.
(BBC News Web Page: 19/03/26, FARUK)
STRIKE ON QATAR'S RAS LAFFAN ONLY EMPLOYED A FRACTION OF IRAN'S
POWER: FM
Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi says the attack on Qatar's Ras Laffan energy
complex only employed a "FRACTION of our power". "The ONLY reason for restraint was
respect for requested de-escalation," he writes on X. In an apparent threat to the US, Israel
and Gulf nations, he goes on to say there will be "ZERO restraint" if Iranian infrastructure is
struck again. He also says any end to the war "must address damage" to Iran's civilian sites.
(BBC News Web Page: 19/03/26, FARUK)
UK AND ALLIES READY TO CONTRIBUTE TO 'APPROPRIATE EFFORTS' TO SECURE
STRAIT OF HORMUZ
In a joint statement, the UK and allies have condemned Iran's attacks on civilian
infrastructure, and have called on it to stop its threats to vessels in the Strait of Hormuz.
"Freedom of navigation is a fundamental principle of international law,"” the statement from
the leaders of the UK, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands and Japan says. "The effects
of Iran's actions will be felt by people in all parts of the world, especially the most
vulnerable." The group also expresses its "readiness" to contribute to "appropriate efforts" to
ensure safe passage through the vital shipping channel, which around 20% of global energy
supplies pass through. (BBC News Web Page: 19/03/26, FARUK)
TREASURY SECRETARY BESSENT SAYS US CONSIDERING WAIVING SANCTIONS
ON IRANIAN OIL
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent says the US may waive sanctions on Iranian oil, as it
looks for ways to keep energy prices in check. The move would affect about 140 million
barrels of oil that are already on the water, he suggests in a Fox Business interview. The
world consumes roughly 100 million barrels per day. It adds to other US efforts to boost olil
supplies, including the suspension of sanctions on Russian oil and the contribution of 172
million barrels of oil to a global release of oil reserves. Bessent has previously said the US is
also allowing Iranian oil tankers through, despite the conflict.
(BBC News Web Page: 19/03/26, FARUK)
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UAE INTERCEPTING FURTHER MISSILES AND DRONES FROM IRAN

The United Arab Emirates says its air defences have intercepted seven ballistic missiles and
15 drones fired by Iran on Thursday. Since the start of the conflict, it says it has dealt with
334 ballistic missiles, 15 cruise missiles, and 1,714 drones , it's Ministry of Defence adds. It
reports that these attacks have led to deaths of two military personnel, six civilians and seen
158 injured. (BBC News Web Page: 19/03/26, FARUK)

GAS PRICE SOARS 25% AFTER STRIKES ON QATAR HUB

Oil and gas prices have risen sharply after fresh strikes hit energy infrastructure in the
Middle East, including Qatar's main gas facility. Gas prices jumped by about 25% on
wholesale markets in the UK and Europe in early trading, before easing slightly. T price of
gas in Europe is more than double the level seen before the US-Israeli war with Iran began.
Oil is also trading higher, with Brent crude jumping 10% to nearly $119 a barrel at one point
on Thursday morning, before slipping to $114. (BBC News Web Page: 19/03/26, FARUK)
DR CONGO AND RWANDA AGREE TO EASE TENSIONS AFTER TALKS IN US

The Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda have agreed to take "concrete steps” to
ease tensions amid a stalled peace process, after talks hosted by the US in Washington.
Conflict in eastern DR Congo has continued despite the two countries signing a peace deal
with US President Donald Trump last year. The ledge to ease tensions comes after the US
earlier this month sanctioned the Rwandan Defence Forces and four senior officials and
accused Rwanda of directly supporting the M23 rebel group, blaming it for escalating the
conflict. A joint statement by DR Congo, Rwanda and the US says they have "agreed to a
series of coordinated steps to de-escalate tensions and advance progress on the ground".
(BBC News Web Page: 19/03/26, FARUK)

THREE PALESTINIAN WOMEN KILLED DURING IRANIAN MISSILE ATTACK

At least three Palestinian women have been killed and eight more injured when a beauty
salon in the Israeli-occupied West Bank was hit during an Iranian missile attack. The Israeli
military told the BBC the women were Killed "by a direct hit from a cluster munition missile".
The Palestinian Red Crescent Society (PRCS) said there was a "direct impact of missile
shrapnel". The incident happened in the town of Beit Awwa, near Hebron, in the southern
West Bank, on Wednesday night. At around the same time, a Thai worker was also killed
from shrapnel which hit a farming community in Israel, Israeli medics said.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/03/26, FARUK)

US AIRCRAFT CARRIER TO SAIL TO CRETE FOR REPAIRS AFTER FIRE ON BOARD
The US Navy's most advanced aircraft carrier, the USS Gerald R Ford, is preparing to leave
the Red Sea for repairs in Crete after a fire on board injured sailors and caused significant
damage, US officials have said. It will travel to a US Navy base on the island for pierside
repairs, authorities said, after a blaze broke out in the laundry facility last week and took
hours to extinguish. The world's largest warship has been beset by problems during its
deployment in the Middle East, including an earlier breakdown of its toilet system. The
vessel has been deployed for nearly nine months, and was sent to the region as part of US
operations linked to the war with Iran. (BBC News Web Page: 19/03/26, FARUK)

JAPAN PM TO HOLD 'DIFFICULT' TALKS WITH TRUMP AS IRAN CONFLICT LOOMS
LARGE

Japan's Prime minister Sanae Takaichi is on her way to what she expects will be a "very
difficult” meeting with US leader Donald Trump, days after his calls for allies to help secure
the war-stricken Strait of Hormuz went largely unanswered. Takaichi told parliament hours
before her departure that she would "do everything to maximize Japan's national interests".
The three-day visit to Washington was a chance to talk trade and deepen the US-Japan
alliance ahead of Trump's diplomatic trip to China, which has now been postponed because
of the war. But now it is the topic of the war that will likely overshadow the meeting, which is
shaping up to be a test of Takaichi's friendship with Trump.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/03/26, FARUK)

CHAD SHUTS SUDAN BORDER AFTER 17 KILLED IN DRONE STRIKE ON
MOURNERS

Chad's president has ordered the military to retaliate against future attacks from Sudan
following a drone attack that killed at least 17 people and injured several other people
attending a funeral. Wearing military uniform, President Idris Mahamat Deby convened an
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emergency security meeting on Wednesday evening, where he ordered the military to be on
high alert. He also ordered a "total closure" of the border with Sudan. He described the
attack targeting the border town of Tine as "outrageous and a blatant aggression" against
Chad's territorial integrity. He said that it had happened despite warnings to the two sides
battling each other in Sudan and a previous closure of the border.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/03/26, FARUK)

- THE END ::



