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HIGHLIGHTS

Responsibilities have been distributed among the 10 advisers to Prime Minister ---Mirza Abbas Uddin
Ahmed, Nazrul Islam Khan and Ruhul Kabir Rizvi Ahmed have been appointed as political advisers.

[BBC: 03]
Govt. has approved withdrawal of 1,202 more politically motivated cases filed against opposition party
leaders and activists during the rule of fascist Awami League--- said Home Minister Salahuddin Ahmed.

[DW: 10]
The government will begin distributing ‘Family Card’ on a pilot basis in 14 upazilas from 10 March,
which was a key pledge in the ruling party's election manifesto. [BBC: 03]

The by-election in Bogura-6 and the general election in Sherpur-3 constituency will be held on Hpril 9.

[Jago FM: 10]
Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman has requested the United Arab Emirates to reintroduce work visas for
Bangladeshis. [Jago FM: 13]

The Ministry of Finance said a Facebook event created using the name of State Minister for Finance Md
Zonayed Abdur Rahim Saki is completely baseless and fahricated. [Jago FM: 15]

The former Chief prosecutor of International Crimes Tribunal Tajul Islam has claimed that the allegations
of financial transactions against him are completely false, unsubstantiated and made with the malicious
intent of questioning the trial process of the international tribunal. [BBC: 04]

Four police have been withdrawn from duty following allegations of assaulting DU students, on-duty
journalists & pedestrians during an anti-narcotics drive at Suhrawardy Udyan in capital. [BBC: 04]

There is ongoing discussion and criticism centering incidents of beatings and arrests during police raids
in various parts of country, including Suhrawardy Udyan, Dhanmondi Lake & Chandpur district. [BBC: 08]

Foreign investors are becoming active in the country's stock market. As a result, the amount of shares
bought by foreign investors has increased compared to the amount sold. [JTago FM: 11]
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ROB JETTEN BECOMES NETHERLANDS YOUNGEST EVER PM

Rob Jetten has become the youngest and first openly gay prime minister of the Netherlands
after his minority government was sworn in. The 38-year-old claimed victory in October's
election with his Democrats 66 party (D66) narrowly beating anti-Islam populist Geert
Wilders in a nail-biting election. Jetten formed a center-right minority government with the
People's Party for Freedom and Democracy (VVD) and the Christian Democratic Alliance
(CDA). It is a minority cabinet, meaning every major reform in the coalition deal - from an
extra €19bn for defence to painful cuts in healthcare and benefits - will have to be negotiated
vote by vote in the Netherlands two parliamentary houses.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/02/26, FARUK)

MORE THAN 5,000 FLIGHTS CANCELLED AS US EAST COAST DIGS OUT OF
RECORD SNOW

A major storm hit the US east coast on Monday, bringing record-breaking snow that caused
disruptions for millions and thousands of flight cancellations. Parts of Rhode Island and
Massachusetts have seen nearly 37in of snowfall, with more than 19in in New York City's
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Central Park, the National Weather Service (NWS) said. Weather warnings stretched from
North Carolina to northern Maine, with some in place further north in parts of eastern
Canada. More than 6,00,000 properties on the US east coast endured power outages, while
the Boston Globe - a major US newspaper - said it will not go to print for the first time in its
153-year history due to the storm. (BBC News Web Page: 24/02/26, FARUK)

FRENCH MINISTER MOVES TO BLOCK US ENVOY KUSHNER FROM GOVT. ACCESS
The French foreign ministry says US envoy Charles Kushner should be blocked from access
to the government after he failed to explain comments about an alleged "rise" in violence in
France. Kushner, father of Donald Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner, had been summoned
to meet French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot on Monday evening, but did not attend.
Instead, he said he had a prior engagement and sent a deputy from the US embassy. This
prompted an angry response from the ministry, which accused Kushner of an "apparent
failure to grasp the basic requirements of the ambassadorial mission" and said Barrot had
requested Kushner "no longer be allowed direct access" to government ministers.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/02/26, FARUK)

US PARTIALLY EVACUATES BEIRUT EMBASSY AMID RISING IRAN TENSIONS

The US government has ordered all non-essential staff to leave its embassy in the Lebanese
capital of Beirut after a security review, a senior State Department official has told the BBC.
The decision comes as there are heightened tensions in the region, with US President
Donald Trump threatening military action against Iran if it does not reach a deal over its
nuclear programme. Iran has previously vowed to retaliate if attacked by the US, with
American bases and facilities in the Middle East thought to be possible targets. Meanwhile,
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio has delayed a planned trip to Israel without announcing
a reason. (BBC News Web Page: 24/02/26, FARUK)

HONG KONG LODGES 'STRONG PROTESTS' AFTER PANAMA TAKES CONTROL OF
CANAL PORTS

Hong Kong has formally complained to the government of Panama after it took control of two
ports on the Panama Canal. It accused the Panamanian authorities of taking them over by
force. The ports had been run by a Hong Kong-based company, CK Hutchison, for more
than two decades. Last month, Panama's Supreme Court annulled the contracts which
allowed the firm to operate the container ports, saying they were "unconstitutional". The
ruling followed claims by US President Donald Trump that China was operating the canal.
There is no public evidence to suggest this. (BBC News Web Page: 24/02/26, FARUK)
HEAVY RAINS FLOOD GAZA TENTS AS ISRAEL KILLS TWO MORE PALESTINIANS
Palestinians across Gaza have woken up to heavy rains that flooded their makeshift tents as
they brave the winter with little to no protection. The enclave was hit by a winter storm late
Monday through Tuesday - the first since the start of the holy month of Ramadan - with
Gaza's civil defence units reporting multiple distress calls overnight. Meanwhile, Israeli
forces continued to kill Palestinians in Gaza in violation of a "ceasefire" reached with Hamas
in October. As the enclave battled the aftermath of the rains, the Israeli military killed two
people, including a boy, in northern Gaza's Beit Lahiya area.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/02/26, FARUK)

IRAN ARMY HELICOPTER CRASHES INTO MARKET, KILLING 2 PILOTS & 2
MERCHANTS

Two military pilots and two merchants have been killed after an army helicopter crashed into
a fruit market in central Iran. The crash on Tuesday morning occurred in Dorcheh, a town in
Isfahan province, where the army has a major airbase, according to state media, which said
the cause was likely a technical fault in the aircraft. Footage broadcast by state media from
the scene of the crash showed the wreckage and emergency responders putting out the fire.
The army centre said the cause of the crash is under investigation. The local judiciary chief,
Asadolkah Jafari, said he had also opened a case and dispatched investigators.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/02/26, FARUK)
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