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HIGHLIGHTS

Newly elected PM Tarique Rahman has paid tribute to the martyrs of the Liberation War at the National
Memorial in Savar, in his first official engagement after taking office. (BBC: 06)

While addressing the nation, PM Tarigue Rahman has said not party or political
influence or force, hut the rule of law will be the final word in governing the state. (Jago FM: 19)

The government has issued a gazette notification allocating ministries and divisions among the Prime
Minister, Ministers and State Ministers. (BBC: 06)

PM Tarique Rahman will present a 180-day roadmap outlining its immediate priorities & action plans
very soon-- said State Minister for Finance & Planning Zonayed Saki . (Jago FM: 19)

Law, Justice & Parliamentary Affairs Minister Md. Asaduzzaman has said the ongoing trials of crimes
against humanity at the Intl Crimes Tribunal will continue, but the govt will investigate any misuse of
the law. (BBC: 08)

Home Minister Salahuddin Ahmed has said the newly elected govt will work on three goals, including
controlling commodity prices and bringing the law & order situation under control. (BBC: 07)

Local Govt, Rural Development & Cooperatives Minister Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir has said the
government will arrange elections to local govt hodies as soon as possible. (Jago FM: 16)

Information & Broadcasting Minister Zahir Uddin Swapan has said the govt will ensure an environment
free from fear for journalism. (Jago FM: 18)

Education and Primary & Mass Education Minister Ehsanul Haque Milon has said not just
jumps, but much bigger jumps are needed to make the education sector stable & dynamic. (Jago FM: 16)

The absence of elected members of parliament from Jamaat-e-Islami and the party-led alliance at the
swearing-in ceremony of the new PM and Ministers has sparked discussion in the political arena.
(BBC: 08)

A Dhaka court has issued an arrest warrant against British Labour MP and ousted PM Sheikh Hasina’s
niece Tulip Siddiq in a case over allegedly acquiring a flat illegally in Gulshan-2 area. (BBC: 12)
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BBC

'DIFFICULT' RUSSIA-UKRAINE PEACE TALKS END WITHOUT BREAKTHROUGH

Talks between Russia, Ukraine and the US aimed at ending Moscow's war in Ukraine have
concluded without a breakthrough. The trilateral meetings, held in Geneva, went on late on
Tuesday but only lasted two hours on Wednesday. Although US envoy Steve Witkoff had
expressed optimism over the talks, both the Russian and Ukrainian sides indicated they had
been "difficult". Moscow and Kyiv remain far apart on key issues of territory and the terms of
a potential ceasefire in the four-year conflict. (BBC News Web Page: 18/02/26, FARUK)
AUSTRALIA BANS CITIZEN TRYING TO RETURN FROM IS CAMP IN SYRIA

Australia has barred a citizen linked to the Islamic State (IS) group from the country for up to
two years. The person is among the group of 34 Australian women and children who tried to
head home after being released from a Syrian camp earlier this week, only to be turned back
by Syrian authorities for "technical reasons". The ban was issued "on advice from security
agencies", Home Affairs Minister Tony Burke said on Wednesday, adding that the other 33
people do not meet "required legal thresholds" to be banned. Canberra has refused to
repatriate the group, believed to be made up of the wives, widows and children of IS fighters.
There are 23 children among them. (BBC News Web Page: 18/02/26, FARUK)

PERU'S CONGRESS OUSTS PRESIDENT AFTER FOUR MONTHS IN OFFICE

Peru's Congress has ousted interim President Jose Jeri just four months after he took office
for failing to disclose meetings with Chinese businessmen. The scandal unfolded last month
after videos emerged of Jeri meeting several times outside his official schedule with
businessman Zhihua Yang, who was under government scrutiny. Jeri had previously
apologized for the meetings, but denied any wrongdoing and accused his rivals of a public
smear campaign. His removal from office makes him the third consecutive president to be
ousted, after he replaced former leader Dina Boluarte, who was impeached in October last
year. (BBC News Web Page: 18/02/26, FARUK)

PHILIPPINE VP SARA DUTERTE TO RUN FOR PRESIDENT IN 2028

Philippine Vice-President Sara Duterte has declared her candidacy for president in the 2028
elections. The 47-year-old's announcement comes as she is embroiled in a bitter power
struggle with current President Ferdinand "Bnogbong" Marcos Jr. While the presidential vote
is two years away, contenders in the Philippines largely personally-based elections are
known to prepare for years in advance. Marcos is ineligible for re-election and his allies have
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yet to field a challenger to Duterte - who is also the daughter of his predecessor, former
president Rodrigo Duterte. (BBC News Web Page: 18/02/26, FARUK)

TURKEY'S PRESIDENT REJECTS ISRAEL'S RECOGNITION OF SOMALILAND

Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has rejected Israel's recognition of the breakaway
region of Somaliland as an independent nation. During a visit to Ethiopia, Erdogan said it
could prove dangerous for a volatile region. In December, Israel became the first country to
recognize Somaliland , which declared independence from Somalia more than 30 years ago.
The move upset Mogadishu, which still considers Somaliland as part of its territory.
Landlocked Ethiopia has yet to comment, but its plans two years ago to lease a piece of
Somaliland's coastline to build a port angered Somalia at the time - and it was Erdogan who
mediated an end to the dispute that had prompted fears of a wider conflict. (BBC News Web
Page: 18/02/26, FARUK)

THIRD BRITON DIES IN FRENCH ALPS AVALANCHES IN ONE WEEK

A British national was among at least three people killed in two avalanches in the French
Alps on Tuesday. The man in his 30s and another Polish citizen were part of a group of five
people who were skiing off-piste near the resort town of La Grave when the avalanche
struck. Several hikers were also caught up in a second avalanche in the neighbouring
Valloire area where one person was killed and two others were left in critical condition,
according to authorities. The latest incidents bring the death toll to 28 for this winter season
at the popular skiing destination, and comes after two other Britons and a French national
died on Friday. (BBC News Web Page: 18/02/26, FARUK)

WHO IS TARIQUE RAHMAN, BANGLADESH PM WHO SPENT 17 YEARS IN EXILE?

Tarigue Rahman was sworn in as Bangladesh's prime minister on 17 February after his
center-right Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) swept to a landslide in the general election.
Rahman, 60, is the figurehead of the influential Zia family, who leads one of two parties that
have dominated politics in the country for decades. Both of his parents previously served as
leaders of Bangladesh. Yet it has been far from a smooth path to the top for Rahman, whose
career has been dogged by allegations of nepotism and corruption by political rivals, as well
as a long period of exile and his father's assassination when Rahman was a teenager. His
eventual ascent to chairman of the BNP came just weeks before Bangladesh headed to the
polls, following the death of his mother, the country's first female Prime Minister Khaleda Zia.
"Peace, law and order must be maintained at any cost ... We will not tolerate any kind of
chaos," Reuters reported Rahman saying as he was sworn in on Tuesday. Forty-nine others,
including experienced leaders and fresh faces, also took their oaths as members of the new
cabinet. Foreign dignitaries from India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, among other
countries in the region, were present at the swearing-in ceremony. Shafiqur Rahman of
Bangladesh's largest Islamist party Jamaat-e-Islami is now the Leader of the Opposition.
Tariqgue Rahman first became active within the BNP in 2001, when he was in his mid-30s. It
was the start of his mother's second period as prime minister. Her first had run from 1991 to
1996. His father, Ziaur Rahman, a military ruler turned president, had been killed in a military
coup in 1981. He was a leading figure in Bangladesh's struggle for independence and
founded the BNP in 1978. In 2002, Rahman took his first significant steps in his parents
footprints, when it was announced that he had been prompted to a senior position within the
party. At the time, the opposition described his rise as brazen nepotism. He would go on to
acquire a reputation for being a "hatchet man" who enforced party discipline. Rahman has
also been accused in the past of using his power to gain personal advantages but has
always denied the corruption allegations against him. Some of his supporters believe he was
used as a political scapegoat by his opponents. He was arrested on corruption charges in
2007 during a military-backed caretaker government and said he was tortured while awaiting
trial. He spent 18 months in prison before being released and then left the country for
London. Reports at the time suggested that he had promised to leave politics in order to be
allowed to leave Bangladesh. Rahman would not return to his home country for another 17
years. Yet despite living abroad, Rahman continued to shape BNP strategy and policies and
had been the party's acting chairman since his mother was sentenced to prison in 2018. He
took was subject to various criminal investigations while Sheikh Hasina, toppled by mass
protests in 2004, was in power and he was sentenced in absentia in numerous cases,
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including for his role in a deadly grenade attack on a political rally in 2004. He was later
cleared of all charges. He finally returned to Bangladesh on 25 December 2025. Five days
later, his mother died. On 9 January, he officially became the BNP's leader. Analysts say
that his rise to leadership in the BNP was inevitable. Accusations of nepotism once again
reared their heads - something former BNP commerce minister Amir Khasru shrugged off.
"Whether you come from a dynasty or not is irrelevant," he told the BBC, arguing that the
BNP's activities had been so stifled by the Hasina regime that the party had been unable to
elect a new leader outside of the Zia family. Others say the true test will be how Rahman
leads his party and the country into the future. (BBC News Web Page: 18/02/26, FARUK)

:: The End ::



