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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has directed authorities to expedite the opening of the long-awaited
Third Terminal at Hazrat Shahjalal International ARirport (HSIA). (Jago News: 12)

Home Minister Salahuddin Ahmed has said the first session of the National Parliament will be convened
on March 12; the Speaker and Deputy Speaker will be elected in the session and the President will
deliver an address. (BBC: 03)

The Home Ministry has approved the withdrawal of 1 thousand and 6 cases of 'political harassment'.
(BBC: 03)

The govt has decided that an initiative will soon be taken to verify the list of 1971 freedom fighters
and preserve the accurate history of the Liberation War. (Jago News: 15)

Consumers Association of Bangladesh has urged authorities to take strict legal measures against parties
blocking the market surveillance operations of the National Department of Consumer Rights Protection
and threatening to close markets. (Jago News: 14)

EC is awaiting a decision by the 13th National Parliament on whether to amend or approve the
ordinance abolishing party nomination in local government elections, including city corporations.
(Jago News: 15)

R case has been filed against 150 people for allegedly obstructing MP from Brahmanbaria-2 constituency,
Barrister Rumin Farhana, from paying homage at the Shaheed Minar and assaulting activists.
(Jago News: 17)

Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen has said if the Bangladesh govt wants, China can start
work on the Teesta project. (BBC: 03)

India has expressed its interest in further advancing bilateral relations with the new govt of Bangladesh
on the basis of mutual respect, common interests and mutual benefit. (Jago News: 16)

US President Trump has said on Saturday that he would raise his new, 10 percent global tariff to 15
percent. (NHEK: 10)
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IRAN STUDENTS STAGE FIRST LARGE ANTI-GOVERNMENT PROTESTS SINCE
DEADLY CRACKDOWN

Students at several universities in Iran have staged anti-government protests - the first such
rallies on this scale since last month's deadly crackdown by the authorities. The BBC has
verified footage of demonstrators marching on the campus of the Sheriff University of
Technology in the capital Tehran on Saturday. Scuffles were later seen breaking out
between them and government supporters. A sit-in was held at another Tehran university,
and a rally reported in the north-east. Students were honouring thousands of those killed in
mass protests in January. The US has been building up its military presence near Iran, and
President Donald Trump has said he is considering a limited military strike.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/02/26, FARUK)

PAKISTAN LAUNCHES DEADLY STRIKE ON AFGHANISTAN

Pakistan has carried out multiple overnight air strikes on Afghanistan, which the Taliban has
said killed at least 18 people, including women and children. Islamabad said the attacks
targeted seven alleged militant camps and hideouts near the Pakistan-Afghanistan border
and that they had been launched after recent suicide bombings in Pakistan. Afghanistan
condemned the attacks, saying they targeted multiple civilian homes and a religious school.
The fresh strikes come after the two countries agreed to a fragile ceasefire in October
following deadly cross-border clashes , though subsequent fighting has taken place.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/02/26, FARUK)

MORE THAN 1,500 VENEZUELAN POLITICAL PRISONERS APPLY FOR AMNESTY

A total of 1,557 Venezuelan political prisoners have applied for amnesty under a new law
introduced on Thursday, the country's National Assembly President has said. Jorge
Rodriguez, brother of Venezuelan interim President Delcy Rodriguez and an ally of former
President Nicolas Maduro, also said "hundreds" of prisoners had already been released.
Among them is politician Juan Pablo Guanipa, one of several opposition voices to have
criticized the law for excluding certain prisoners. The US has urged Venezuela to speed up
its release of political prisoners since US forces seized Maduro in a raid on 3 January.
Venezuela's socialist government has always denied holding political prisoners.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/02/26, FARUK)

DIVERS RECOVER BODIES OF SEVEN CHINESE TOURISTS FROM BOTTOM OF LAKE
BAIKAL

Russian authorities say divers have recovered the bodies of seven Chinese tourists and a
Russian driver who died after their mini-bus plunged under the ice to the bottom of Lake
Baikal in Siberia. Irkutsk regional Governor Igor Kobzev offered his "deepest condolences to
the families and friends of the victims". He earlier said one Chinese tourist had managed to
escape. The depth at the site of Friday's accident was 18m, and the divers had to use
underwater cameras to search for the bodies. Baikal - the world's deepest lake with a
maximum depth of 1,642m - is a popular tourist destination. It often freezes during harsh
winters and has seen a number of deadly accidents over the years.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/02/26, FARUK)

TRUMP SAYS HE WILL INCREASE HIS NEW GLOBAL TARIFFS TO 15%

US President Donald Trump has said he will impose global tariffs of 15%, as he has
continued to rail against a Supreme Court ruling that struck down his previous import taxes.
Trump said on Friday that he would replace the tariffs scrapped by the court with a 10% levy
on all goods coming into the US. But on Saturday, he announced on Truth Social that this
would be increased to the maximum allowed under a never-used trade law. That law allows
these new tariffs to stay in place for around five months before the administration must seek
congressional approval. (BBC News Web Page: 22/02/26, FARUK)

EIGHT BODIES RECOVERED IN LIBYA, GREECE AS MEDITERRANEAN DEATH TOLL
RISES

Police in Libya have recovered the bodies of five asylum seekers that washed ashore near
the capital, Tripoli, as authorities in Greece announced the deaths of three others in a
separate incident off the coast of Crete. The bodies in Libya were found on Saturday by
residents of the coastal town of Qasr al-Akhyar, according to a police officer. Hassan al-
Ghawil, head of investigations at the Qasr al-Akhyar police station, told the Reuters news
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agency that the bodies were all of "dark-skinned people". Two of them were women. He said
people in the area had reported seeing a child's body wash ashore before the waves
returned it to sea. The tragedy came as Greek authorities were responding to a separate
incident in the eastern Mediterranean. (BBC News Web Page: 22/02/26, FARUK)
SOMALILAND MINISTER SAYS US MAY ACCESS ITS MINERALS, MILITARY BASES:
REPORT

Somaliland is prepared to grant the United States access to its mineral resources and
military bases, a senior minister says, as the breakaway Somali region pursues international
recognition. "We are willing to give exclusive access to our minerals to the United States.
Also, we are open to offer military bases to the United States," Khadar Hussein Abdi,
minister of the presidency, told the AFP news agency in an interview on Saturday. "We
believe that we will agree on something with the United States." Israel became the only
country in the world to recognize Somaliland's independence in December, something the
territory has been seeking since declaring its autonomy from Somalia in 1991.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/02/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST ONE KILLED IN WIDESCALE RUSSIAN ATTACKS ON UKRAINE'S ENERGY
SECTOR

Russia has launched dozens of missiles and hundreds of drones at Ukraine, killing at least
one person, according to Ukrainian officials. The most powerful attacks were reported in the
regions of Kyiv, Odesa and Kharkiv, the officials said on Sunday. Ukraine's air force said
Moscow launched 50 ballistic and cruise missiles and 297 drones overnight, the majority of
which were intercepted. "Moscow continues to invest in strikes more than in diplomacy,"
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said, adding that this past week alone, Russia
launched more than 1,300 drones, more than 1,400 guided aerial bombs and 96 missiles
against Ukraine. (BBC News Web Page: 22/02/26, FARUK)

US AMBASSADOR'S ISRAEL COMMENTS CONDEMNED BY ARAB AND MUSLIM
NATIONS

Arab and Muslim governments have condemned remarks made by the US Ambassador to
Israel Mike Huckabee, who suggested Israel would be justified in taking over a vast stretch
of the Middle East on Biblical grounds. In an interview with conservative US commentator
Tucker Carlson, Huckabee was asked whether Israel had a right to an area which the host
said was, according to the Bible, "essentially the entire Middle East". The ambassador said
"it would be fine if it took it all". But he added Israel was not seeking to do so, rather it is
"asking to at least take the land that they now occupy" and protect its people. In a joint
statement, more than a dozen governments including Jordan, Egypt and the United Arab
Emirates called the comments "dangerous and inflammatory", and a threat to efforts to end
the war in Gaza. (BBC News Web Page: 22/02/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



