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HIGHLIGHTS

The newly elected 297 Members of Parliament will take oaths on February 17, Tuesday. Indian PM
Narendra Modi along with heads of 13 other nations have been invited to the swearing-in ceremony.

[BBC: 18]
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla will represent the Government of India at the swearing-in ceremony of the
newly elected Bangladesh Government. [DW: 18]

BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman paid a courtesy visit to residences of Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Dr Shafiqur
Rahman & NCP Convener Nahid Islam conveying a message of post-election political harmony and
positive politics. [BBC: 03]

Chief Adviser Dr Muhammad Yunus has extended his greetings to the people of country and to Muslims
around the world on occasion of the holy month of Ramadan. He called on everyone to practice patience,
tolerance and compassion during this month. [Jago FM: 23]

The UK has expressed its commitment to working closely with Bangladesh on shared priorities of
economic growth, migration, climate and security following the parliamentary elections. [BBC:  04]

Central Election Commission of Russian Federation has described the overall environment of BD’s 13th
National Parliamentary Election & referendum as peaceful, festive & well-administered. ~ [Jago FM: 23]

Leaders of the Jamaat-led 11-party alliance has filed a petition with the Election Commission demanding
a recount of votes in 32 constituencies in the 13th National Parliament election. [BBC: 06]

Jamaat-e-Islami has secured its highest-ever seat count in the I3th national election. Analysts say that
the election results are Jamaat's higgest achievement in Bangladesh's parliamentary politics so far.

[BBC: 08]
3 people have been killed & more than 300 people injured in 200 incidents of clashes & violence in 30
districts since the announcement of election results ---according to Human Rights Support Society.

[BBC: 03]
The political arena has been gripped by allegations of rape of a woman in Hatia, Noakhali, the day after
election. The woman alleged that she was raped & assaulted for voting for "Shapla Koli" symbol.

[BBC: 14]
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BBC

IRAN READY TO DISCUSS COMPROMISES TO REACH NUCLEAR DEAL

Iran is ready to consider compromises to reach a nuclear deal with the US if the Americans
are willing to discuss lifting sanctions, an Iranian minister has told the BBC. US officials have
repeatedly emphasised that Iran, not the US, is holding up progress in this protracted
negotiating process. On Saturday, US Secretary of State Marco Rubio said President
Donald Trump preferred a deal but it was "very hard to do" one with Iran. But in an interview
with the BBC in Tehran, Majid Takht-Ravanchi, Iran's deputy foreign minister, said the ball
was "in America's court to prove that they want to do a deal", adding: "If they are sincere, I'm
sure we will be on the road to an agreement.” (BBC News Web Page: 15/02/26, FARUK)
ELEVEN KILLED IN ISRAELI STRIKES ON GAZA: RESCUERS

Eleven Palestinians were Killed in Israeli strikes in Gaza on Sunday morning, according to
Palestinian civil defence and health officials. The IDF said it had struck terror targets in
response to ceasefire violations by Hamas , and that militants had been killed after emerging
from a tunnel into the area of the strip controlled by the Israeli military. The Palestinian Red
Crescent said a strike on a tent encampment in northern Gaza killed at least six people,
while another strike in the south of the strip killed five. Both Israel and Hamas have accused
each other of near-daily violations of a fragile ceasefire agreement since it took effect on 10
October. (BBC News Web Page: 15/02/26, FARUK)

AFTER THE LANDSLIDE: CAN INDIA RESET TIES WITH A BNP-LED BANGLADESH?
When he Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) swept to a landslide in the general elections
on Friday, Delhi responded with studied warmth. In a message posted in Bengali, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi congratulated BNP leader Tarique Rahman, the 60-year-old dynast,
on a "decisive victory ". He pledged India's support for a "democratic, progressive and
inclusive" neighbour. He added that he looked forward to working closely to strengthen "our
multifaceted relationship”. The tone was forward-looking - and careful. Since Sheikh Hasina
fled to India after the Gen Z-led July 2024 uprising, ties between the neighbours have frayed,
with mistrust hardening on both sides. Hasina's Awami League - the country's oldest party -
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was barred from contesting the election. Many Bangladeshis fault Delhi for backing an
increasingly authoritarian Hasina - a grievance layered atop older complaints over border
killings, water disputes, trade curbs and incendiary rhetoric. Visa services are largely
suspended, cross-border trains and buses halted, and flights between Dhaka and Delhi
sharply reduced. For Delhi, the question is not whether to engage a BNP government - but
how: securing its red lines on insurgency and extremism while cooling rhetoric that has
turned Bangladesh into a domestic political talking-point. A reset is possible, say analysts.
But it will require restraint - and reciprocity. "The BNP, the most politically experienced and
moderate of the parties in the fray, is India's safest bet moving forward. The question
remains: how will Rahman govern the country? He is clearly seeking to stabilize India-
Bangladesh ties. But this is easier said than done," says Avinash Paliwal, who teaches
politics and international studies at SOAS University of London. For Delhi, the BNP is not an
unknown entity. When the party - under Rahman's mother Khaleda Zia - returned to power in
2001 in coalition with the Islamist Jamaat-e-Islami, ties with India cooled quickly. The BNP-
Jamaat years were marked by turbulence and deep mutual mistrust. Despite early
courtesies - India's then national security adviser Brajesh Mishra was the first foreign
dignitary to congratulate Khaleda Zia - trust proved thin. The apparent ease with which the
BNP maintained relations with Washington, Beijing and Islamabad fed Delhi's suspicion that
Dhaka was drifting strategically. Two Indian red lines were soon tested: curbing support for
north-eastern insurgents and protecting Hindu minorities. Post-election attacks on Hindus in
districts such as Bhola and Jessore alarmed Delhi. More damaging was the April 2004
seizure of 10 truckloads of weapons in Chittagong - the largest arms haul in Bangladesh's
history - allegedly destined for Indian rebel groups. Economic ties fared little better. A
proposed $3bn investment by Tata Group stalled over gas pricing and collapsed in 2008.
Ties kept deteriorating. In 2014, Zia - then in opposition - cancelled a scheduled meeting
with then Indian president Pranab Mukherjee, citing security concerns, in what was widely
seen as a snub to Delhi. That uneasy history helps explain why India later invested so
heavily in Sheikh Hasina. In her 15 years in power, Hasina delivered what Delhi prizes most
in its neighbourhood: security co-operation against insurgents, improved connectivity and a
government broadly aligned with India rather than China - a partnership as strategically
valuable as it was politically costly. Now living in exile in Delhi, she faces a death sentence in
absentia over the 2024 security crackdown - violence in which the UN says about 1,400
people were killed, most by security forces. India's refusal to extradite her has further
complicated an already fraught reset with Dhaka. Last month, Foreign Minister S Jaishankar
travelled to Dhaka for Zia's funeral and used the occasion to meet Rahman. At a recent rally,
the BNP leader declared: "Not Dilli, not Pindi - Bangladesh before everything," signalling
independence from Delhi and Pakistan's military headquarters in Rawalpindi. Pakistan -
India's nuclear-armed arch rival that was defeated in 1971 to secure Bangladesh's
independence - remains a central, if sensitive, factor in the equation. After Hasina's fall,
Dhaka wasted little time in mending fences with Islamabad. A direct Dhaka-Karachi flight
resumed last month after a 14-year hiatus. Earlier, there was a first visit by a Pakistani
foreign minister to Bangladesh in 13 years. Senior military officials have exchanged trips,
security co-operation is back on the table, and trade climbed 27% in 2024-25. The optics are
unmistakable: a once-frosty relationship has thawed.

(BBC News Web Page: 15/02/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



