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HIGHLIGHTS

BGB will not use lethal weapons while performing security duties during the upcoming Jatiya Sangsad
election and the referendum-- Dhaka Sector Commander of BGB Colonel ASM Abul Ehsan.  (Jago FM: 11)

R total of 330 international observers will monitor the 13th national parliamentary election and the
referendum -- the press wing of the chief adviser’s office informed. (Jago FM: 10)

Enalysts believe that the youth vote will be a major factor in the victory or defeat in this year's
elections in the country. (BBC: 04)

Businessmen and ordinary voters hope that the new leadership will bring a developed and good
governance system in the country after the election. (Jago FM: 11)

The Ministry of Railways has instructed maximum security measures to ensure the safety of passengers,
trains, & railway infrastructure ahead of the upcoming national elections & the referendum. (Jago FIM: 15)

R total of 144,860 postal ballots cast by Bangladeshi expatriates have reached the country ahead of the
parliamentary election & the referendum-- the Election Commission said. (DW: 09)

Transparency International Bangladesh has expressed disappointment over the draft of National Media
Commission and Broadcasting Commission Ordinance. (Jago FM: 14)

The International Air Tramsport Association has taken a strong stance against the proposed airfare
control measures by Bangladesh. (Jago FM: 13)

The ICC and the World Cricketers Hssociation are locked in a fresh tussle over player terms, including
name, image and likeness rights, ahead of the 2026 Men's T20 World Cup. (JTago FM: 14)

Five people have heen killed after a dump truck struck a battery-powered van carrying vegetables at
Mohadevpur upazila of Naogaon. (Jago FM: 12)
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BBC

TAKEAWAYS FROM THE MILLIONS OF NEWLY RELEASED EPSTEIN FILES

Millions of new files relati

ng to the late sex offender Jeffrey Epstein have been released by the US Department of
Justice, the largest number of documents shared by the government since a law mandated
their release last year. Three million pages, 1,80,000 images and 2,000 videos were posted
publicly on Friday. The release came six weeks after the department missed a legal deadline
signed into law by President Donald Trump that mandated all Epstein-related documents be
shared with the public. (BBC News Web Page: 31/01/26, FARUK)

UN RISKS 'IMMINENT FINANCIAL COLLAPSE', SECRETARY GENERAL WARNS

The United Nations is at risk of "imminent financial collapse" due to member states not
paying their fees, the body's head has warned. Antonio Gutierres said the UN faced a
financial crisis which was "deepening, threatening programme delivery", and that money
could run out by July. He wrote in a letter to all 193 member states that they had to honour
their mandatory payments or overhaul the organization's financial rules to avoid collapse. It
comes after the UN's largest contributor, the US, refused to contribute to its regular and
peacekeeping budgets, and withdrew from several agencies it called a "waste of taxpayer
dollars". Several other members are in arrears or are simply refusing to pay.

(BBC News Web Page: 31/01/26, FARUK)

US GOVERNMENT PARTIALLY SHUTS DOWN DESPITE LAST MINUTE FUNDING
DEAL

The United States federal government has partially shutdown despite a last-ditch funding
deal approved by the US Senate. The funding lapse officially began at midnight US eastern
time on Saturday, hours after senators agreed to fund most agencies until September. The
bill carved out a two-week exemption for the Department of Homeland Security, which
oversees immigration enforcement agencies. The bill has yet to be approved by the US
House of Representatives, which is out of session. President Donald Trump struck the deal
with Democrats after they refused to give more funding for immigration enforcement
following the fatal shooting of two US citizens in Minneapolis by federal agents.

(BBC News Web Page: 31/01/26, FARUK)

IRAN WANTS TO MAKE DEAL RATHER THAN FACE MILITARY ACTION: TRUMP
President Donald Trump has said Iran wants to make a deal rather than face US military
action, despite Tehran's insistence that its missile and defence systems will "never" be up for
negotiation. "l can say this, they do want to make a deal," Trump told reporters at the White
House on Friday when asked about a build-up of US military forces in the Gulf, without
providing details. He had warned Tehran on Wednesday that time was "running out" to
negotiate a deal on its nuclear programme after a large US naval fleet had gathered near the
country. Iran's foreign minister said there were no talks planned with the US at present but
that Tehran was open to negotiations based on "mutual respect" and trust.

(BBC News Web Page: 31/01/26, FARUK)

MALI LAWMAKER JAILED IN IVORY COAST FOR INSULTING PRESIDENT

A Malian lawmaker has been jailed in neighbouring Ivory Coast for three years for insulting
the 84-year-old Ivorian leader, who recently won a fourth term in office. Mamadou Hawa
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Gassama, who serves in the transitional parliament set up by Mali's junta, was arrested last
July while on a trip to lvory Coast. Prosecutors said he described President Alassane
Ouattara as a "tyrant", "an enemy of Mali" and strongly criticized his leadership in interviews
and on social media. Since Mali's military took power in 2020, relations with Ivory Coast
have been strained. Ouattara, an ally of France - the former colonial power in both nations -
has been critical of the takeover and other coups in West Africa.

(BBC News Web Page: 31/01/26, FARUK)

SUSPECTED SEPARATISTS KILL 10 PAKISTANI POLICEMEN IN 'COORDINATED'
ATTACKS

At least 10 security officials and 37 fighters have been killed as armed men launched
"coordinated" attacks across Pakistan's Balochistan province, officials said, in the latest
incident in the violence-hit southwest region. Several police stations in the provincial capital
of Quetta were targeted by alleged ethnic Baloch gunmen in an attack that began at about
3am on Saturday. Pakistan's has been battling a separatist movement in Balochistan for
decades, where rebels target state forces, foreign nationals and non-locals in the mineral-
rich southwestern province bordering Afghanistan and Iran. Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi, in
a statement, said 10 security officers were killed in the attacks, also praising the forces for
killing 37 fighters after coming under fire at multiple locations across Balochistan.

(BBC News Web Page: 31/01/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST 170 KILLED IN AIR STRIKES DURING MYANMAR'S WIDELY CRITICIZED
ELECTION: UN

At least 170 people were killed in military air strikes during Myanmar's weeks long election
period, the United Nations has said. "Credible sources" had counted the civilian deaths, the
UN rights office said, as well as 408 military aerial attacks from December 2025 to late last
week, when the third and final round of voting was held. The election itself has already been
widely denounced as a sham, by numerous countries and human rights groups. The Union
and Solidarity Party (USDP), backed by Myanmar's military, won an overwhelming victory,
according to state media - an outcome which was expected following the tightly-controlled
vote. (BBC News Web Page: 31/01/26, FARUK)

IRAN'S PRESIDENT SAYS TRUMP, NETANYAHU, EU STIRRED TENSIONS DURING
PROTESTS

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian has said that United States President Donald Trump,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Europe stirred tensions by "provoking"
people during the recent protests that gripped the country. "They equipped and brought a
number of innocent people along with this movement and poured them into the streets and
incited them to tear this country apart, create fights and hatred between people, and create
division," Pezeshkian said in a televised speech on Saturday, according to Iran's official
Student News Network. (BBC News Web Page: 31/01/26, FARUK)

CHILDREN AMONG 28 PALESTINIANS KILLED BY ISRAELI ACROSS GAZA

At least 38 Palestinians, including six children and several police officers, have been killed in
the Gaza Strip since dawn, a day before the Rafah crossing is due to reopen. An Israeli air
strike on Saturday on a tent sheltering displaced people in the Mawasi area to the northwest
of Khan Younis city killed at least seven Palestinians, including three children, medical
sources told the BBC. Their bodies were taken to the Nasser Medical Complex in Khan
Younis. In Gaza City, emergency services reported that at least five Palestinians, including
three children, were killed in an lIsraeli air strike on an apartment building in the Remal
neighbourhood to the west of the city. Eight Palestinians were also injured in an Israeli
bombing of an apartment building in the Daraj neighbourhood of Gaza City.

(BBC News Web Page: 31/01/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



