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HIGHLIGHTS

Home Affairs Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam Chowdhury has said there is "no such thing as mob
violence" in country. Police are working without fear & the election will be peaceful. [Jago FM: 21]

Some leaders of ‘secret organization’ hecame new tyrants just like autocrats. Mothers and sisters of the
country are not safe from them--- commented BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman. [Jago FM: 21]

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami has unveiled its election manifesto ahead of upcoming national polls,
declaring that it will prioritise 26 issues & make 10 broad commitments. [BBC: 03]

Islami Andolan Bangladesh has unveiled its manifesto for the 13th national election. The party said it
will prioritise Shariah, or Islamic law, in state governance if it comes to power. [BBC: 08]

Police have filed a case against 2 individuals including a local Jamaat-e-Islami leader, for allegedly
making illegal seals for the upcoming 13th parliamentary elections in Lakshmipur. [BBC: 09]

Questions have been raised about whether interim govt. is rushing to sign agreements with various
countries, including an agreement with US on tariff issues & defense agreements with China & Japan.

[BBC: 14]
There are various discussions going on regarding rules & regulations for entering cantonment after a
conversation between on-duty army personnel and Jamaat-e-Islami’s Dhaka-1T constituency candidate at
an entrance to Dhaka Cantonment went viral. [BBC: 07]

Many believe that the failure to disclose the assets despite assurances will leave room for suspicions
about the members of interim govt. They set a poor precedent for future governance, says economist Dr.
Debapriya Bhattacharya. [BBC: 10]

According to Human Rights Support Society, 195 people have been killed in political violence and 259 in
mob violence and mass beatings in Bangladesh in the last 1T months. [BBC: 09]

Political violence has continued to rise alarmingly across country ahead of national election, with
casualties nearly tripling in January compared to previous month, according to Hin o Salish Kendra.
[DW: 19]
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BBC

RUSSIAN ATTACKS ON UKRAINE ENERGY SITES 'PARTICULARLY DEPRAVED'

Russia's attacks on Ukraine's energy sector on Monday night - as temperatures dropped to -
20C - were "barbaric" and "particularly depraved”, UK Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer has
said. He made the comments after speaking to US President Donald Trump hours after
Russia hit power plants and critical infrastructure in the capital, Kyiv, and elsewhere. It
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comes at the end of a week-long pause that Trump had asked Russia's President Viadimir
Putin to observe as a fierce cold swept Ukraine. Trump told reporters that Putin had "kept his
word" and that he would like him to end the war. US envoys are meeting Ukrainian and
Russian negotiators in Abu Dhabi to discuss details of a peace plan.

(BBC News Web Page: 04/02/26, FARUK)

ISRAELI STRIKES KILL 20 IN GAZA, HOSPITAL SAY

At least 20 Palestinians have been killed in Israeli strikes in the north side south of Gaza,
hospitals say. Israel's military said it happened after "terrorists" opened fire in the north of the
Strip, seriously wounding a soldier during an operation near the Yellow Line, which marks
territory controlled by Israel under the three-month-old ceasefire agreement with Hamas. It
added that armoured units and aircraft conducted precise strikes in the area in response to
what it considered a "blatant violation" of the truce. Hospital officials said six children were
among those killed in the Gaza City and Khan Younis areas.

(BBC News Web Page: 04/02/26, FARUK)

SAIF AL-ISLAM GADDAFI, SON OF EX-LIBYAN LEADER, REPORTEDLY SHOT DEAD
Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, son of Libya's former leader Col Muammar Gaddafi, has reportedly
been shot dead. The death of the 53-year-old, who was once widely seen as his father's heir
apparent, was confirmed by the head of his political team on Tuesday, according to the
Libyan News Agency. His lawyer told the AFP news agency a "four-man commando” unit
carried out an assassination at his home in the city of Zintan, though it was not clear who
may have been behind the attack. In a competing version of events, his sister told Libyan TV
that he had died near the country's border with Algeria.

(BBC News Web Page: 04/02/26, FARUK)

COLLISION WITH GREEK COAST GUARD BOAT LEAVES 15 MIGRANTS DEAD

At least 15 migrants have died after a speedboat carrying them collided with a Greek coast
guard vessel off the coast of the island of Chios late on Tuesday. Greek authorities said the
speedboat was making dangerous manoeuvres and that a pursuit was under way at the time
of the collision in the Chioa Strait, near the village of Vrontados. Twenty-four people were
rescued, some of whom were seriously injured, and others are reportedly still missing.
Confirming the collision, the coast guard said the speedboat had capsized and sunk.
Searches in the area continued on Wednesday. (BBC News Web Page: 04/02/26, FARUK)
LEADER OF SOUTH AFRICA'S SECOND LARGEST PARTY TO STEP DOWN

South Africa's Democratic Alliance (DA) leader John Steenhuisen has said he will not seek
re-election as the party's leader in April - a move that may threaten the stability of the
coalition government. The DA, South Africa's second largest party, entered into a coalition
with its arch rival the African National Congress in 2024 after the ANC lost its parliamentary
majority. Steenhuisen took over leadership of the pro-business DA in 2019 and currently
serves as agriculture minister in President Cyril Ramaphosa's government. The 49-year-old
was widely expected to run again but was reportedly forced to abandon his bid because of
several controversies. (BBC News Web Page: 04/02/26, FARUK)

US SAYS IT SHOT DOWN IRANIAN DRONE FLYING TOWARDS AIRCRAFT CARRIER
An Iranian drone was shot down as it "aggressively approached" an American aircraft carrier
in the Arabian Sea on Tuesday, a US military spokesman has said. An F-35C stealth fighter
jet which took off from the USS Abraham Lincoln warship shot down the drone "in self-
defence" to protect the aircraft carrier and its personnel, US Central Command spokesman
Capt Tim Hawkins said. The ship was approximately 500 miles from the Iranian coast when
the drone approached it with "unclear intent”. No US equipment was damaged and no
service members were harmed. (BBC News Web Page: 04/02/26, FARUK)

. THE END::
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