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Chief Adviser Dr Muhammad Yunus has urged citizens to go to the polling stations with courage, leaving 
fear behind. He adds, the 13th national election, along with the July referendum, will determine 
Bangladesh’s future.                                                                       (Jago FM: 20)     
 

Law enforcement agencies have identified over 40% of the more than 42,000 polling stations across the 
country as high or medium-risk for the 13th National Parliamentary Election for various reasons.  
                                                                                               (BBC: 05) 

                                                                                          

The Election Commission has imposed restrictions on the movement of motorcycles and certain other 
vehicles ahead of the 13th parliamentary elections and referendum scheduled for 12 February.  (BBC: 10) 
 

Head of the European Union election observation team Evers Ijabs has said the environment of the 13th 
National Parliament elections is very positive.                                                  (BBC: 04) 
 

A booth room at a polling station in Netrokona Sadar Upazila was set on fire yesterday.        (BBC: 04)                                                                             
 

RAB has recovered illegal firearms and a large cache of sharp weapons from a pond in Katakbazar 
area of Cumilla sadar upazila.                                                                  (BBC: 05)                                                                                                                                                                             
 

Politicians and analysts believe that China's influence in Bangladesh is increasing after the ouster of 
pro-India leader Sheikh Hasina.                                                            (Jago FM: 22)                                           
 

Bangladesh will purchase $15bn of energy products & $3.5bn of US agricultural products, including 
wheat, soy, cotton & corn, over 15 years as part of a new reciprocal trade agreement with US. 
                                                                                           (Jago FM: 22)  

        

According to Transparency International, Bangladesh has been ranked 13th among the world’s most 
corrupt countries in 2025. The country was ranked 14th in 2024.                               (BBC: 07) 
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BBC 
KENYA TO CONFRONT RUSSIA OVER 'UNACCEPTABLE' USE OF ITS NATIONALS 
Kenya says it will talk to Russia over growing reports that its citizens are being recruited to 
fight in the war in Ukraine. Speaking to the BBC, Foreign Minister Musalia Mudavadi called 
the practice "unacceptable and clandestine", and said Nairobi had shut down illegal 
recruiters and would urge Moscow to sign a deal banning the conscription of Kenyan 
soldiers. The Kenyan government estimates that around 200 of its nationals have been 
recruited to fight for Russia. The exact number remains unclear, as Nairobi maintains that 
none of them travelled through official channels. (BBC News Web Page: 10/02/26, FARUK) 
PALESTINIANS SAY NEW ISRAELI MEASURES IN WEST BANK AMOUNT TO DE 
FACTO ANNEXATION  
Palestinians, Arab countries, Israeli anti-occupation groups and the UK have condemned 
new steps approved by Israel's security cabinet for the occupied West Bank, saying they 
amount to de facto annexation. Far-right Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich 
announced the moves that would make it easier for Jewish settlers to take over Palestinian 
land. "We will continue to kill the idea of a Palestinian state," he said. All settlements are 
seen as illegal under international law. The measures - which are expected to be signed off 
by Israel's top military commander for the West Bank - aim to increase Israeli control over 
the territory in terms of property law, planning, licensing and enforcement.  
(BBC News Web Page: 10/02/26, FARUK) 
IRAN ARRESTS REFORMISTS AS CRACKDOWN ON DISSENT WIDENS: REPORTS  
The head of Iran's main reformist coalition, Azar Mansouri, is among at least five prominent 
opposition figures reported to have been arrested in recent days. The move represents a 
widening of the regime's crackdown on dissent in response to the mass anti-government 
protests in January. Iranian human rights groups have said they have confirmed the killing of 
more than 6,000 protesters when security forces brutally put down the demonstrations - and 
they have suggested that the final figure could be much higher. Mansouri had called for the 
truth of what happened not to be covered up. (BBC News Web Page: 10/02/26, FARUK) 
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