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HIGHLIGHTS

Chief Adviser Dr Muhammad Yunus has directed the authorities concerned to take effective measures to
prevent forgery of skill development training certificates & the use of fake certificates to safequard
Bangladesh's reputation in the int’l labour market. (Jago FM: 18)

The Election Commission has urged voters not to be misled by rumors circulating on social media about
the postponement of the upcoming parliamentary elections and referendum. (BBC: 05)

Press Secretary Shafiqul Alam has said, in the upcoming parliamentary elections & referendum,
intelligence surveillance will be conducted at all 43,000 polling stations across country.  (Jago FM: 19)

The Center for Governance Studies has claimed that more than 50% people from minority communities
are concerned about the upcoming national elections. (BBC: 09)

Transparency International Bangladesh has warned that the fairness of the elections is at risk due to
increased political unrest & anti-election activities ahead of the elections. (BBC: 04)

The interim govt has sought the cooperation of the Office of United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights to ensure a proper investigation over killing of Shaheed Osman Hadi. (BBC: 04 & DW: 16)

The interim govt will not lease out the New Mooring Container Terminal at Chattogram Port during its
tenure -- said Ashik Chowdhury, executive chairman of BIDA. (DW: 03)

The army members' raid on the office of the news organization Bangladesh Times and the incident of
detaining its journalists and returning them to the office has sparked a storm of criticism. (BBC: 05)

At least 1,500 Rohingya living outside the Ukhiya refugee camp in Cox's Bazar have been detained in a
joint force operation. (BBC: 04)

Former Bangladesh women’s cricket captain Jahanara Alam has expressed dissatisfaction with the
investigation report prepared following her sexual harassment allegations. (DW: 17)
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POLLS CLOSE IN THAILAND ELECTION THAT PITTED REFORMISTS AGAINST
CONSERVATIVES
Thailand has voted in an early election called after multiple coalition government s collapsed,
giving the country three prime minister in as many years. Just like in 2023, this election pits
those advocating far-reaching change, the People's Party, against conservative forces led by
incumbent PM Anutin Charnavirakul . When the young reformers won last time the military-
appointed senate barred them from forming a government and the constitutional court
dissolved the party. Powerful, unelected forces have repeatedly intervened to block parties
challenging the status quo in Thailand. Results will become clear around 22:00 local time,
but no party is likely to win a majority. (BBC News Web Page: 08/02/26, FARUK)
KING CHARLES TO HOST NIGERIA'S FIRST UK STATE VISIT IN 37 YEARS
King Charles Il and Queen Camilla will host Nigeria's president in the country's first state
visit to the UK in 37 years, Buckingham Palace has announced. Bola Tinubu and First Lady
Oluremi Tinubu have accepted an invitation to be guests of the King at Windsor Castle from
18 to 19 March. State visits are considered a form of soft-power diplomacy, using the pomp
of royal hospitality to strengthen relations with important international partners. The last
Nigerian state visit to the UK took place in 1989, when military ruler Gen Ibrahim Babangida

travelled to meet the late Queen Elizabeth Il for a four-day trip.
(BBC News Web Page: 08/02/26, FARUK)
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HAMAS LEADER REJECTS DISARMAMENT WHILE ISRAELI OCCUPATION OF GAZA
CONTINUES

Hamas's political leader abroad, Khaled Meshaal, has rejected calls to disarm Palestinian
factions in Gaza, arguing that stripping weapons from an occupied people would turn them
into "an easy victim to be eliminated". Speaking on the second day of the BBC in Doha on
Sunday, Meshaal described the discussion around Hamas handing over its weapons as a
continuation of a century-long effort to neutralize Palestinian armed resistance. "In the
context that the occupation is still on, talk about disarmament will turn our people into a
victim that can be easily preyed on by Israel, which is armed with all international weaponry,"
he said. (BBC News Web Page: 08/02/26, FARUK)

FAMILIES 'INCONSOLABLE' IN GAZA AS ISRAEL RETURNS MORE UNIDENTIFIED
BODIES

Israel has returned dozens of Palestinian bodies and human remains to Gaza without
providing any information about their identities or how they were killed, according to
Palestinian medical officials. The remains arrived at al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City on
Wednesday in plain white bags and are now being examined by forensic teams in an effort
to identify them and provide answers to grieving families. "The bags carry the weight of lives
lost. Now they're undergoing examination, prolonging the grief of families desperate for
closure," doctors reported from al-Shifa Hospital on Saturday. Palestinian medics say
several bodies were mutilated. (BBC News Web Page: 08/02/26, FARUK)

SAUDI ARABIA DENOUNCES 'FOREIGN INTERFERENCE' IN SUDAN AFTER RSF
ATTACKS

Saudi Arabia has reaffirmed its support for Sudan's territorial unity and integrity, denouncing
"criminal attacks" by the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in North and South
Kordofan states that have killed dozens of people, including women and children. In a
statement on Saturday, the Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemned "foreign
interference" by "some parties" in Sudan, including the "continued influx of illegal weapons,
mercenaries and foreign fighters" for the continuation of the nearly three-year-old war. The
statement did not specify the parties, though. (BBC News Web Page: 08/02/26, FARUK)
SOMALIA'S MOHAMUD SLAMS ISRAEL 'INTERFERENCE';, REJECTS BASE ON
SOMALILAND

Somalian President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud has slammed lIsrael's "interference" in his
country, saying its recognition of the breakaway region of Somaliland has further increased
instability and weakened international order. In an exclusive interview with the BBC
broadcast on Saturday, Mohamud said Somalia "will never allow" the establishment of an
Israeli base in Somaliland and will "confront" any such move. He also warned that the
proposed lIsraeli base could be used as a springboard to attack neighbouring countries.
Mohamud's comments came amid a regional outcry over Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's decision in December to recognize Somaliland, a breakaway part of Somalia
comprising the northwestern portion of what was once the British Protectorate.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/02/26, FARUK)

INDIA AND MALAYSIA PLEDGE TO BOLSTER TRADE, DEFENCE COLLABORATIONS
Leaders from India and Malaysia have affirmed their commitment to strengthening trade ties
and exploring new cooperation in semiconductors, defence and other sectors. Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim met on Sunday in the
Malaysian administrative capital, Putrajaya. The two leaders pledged to deepen Indian-
Malaysian collaboration across trade and investments, food security, defence, healthcare
and tourism. Modi is on a two-day visit to the Southeast Asian country. It is his first since the
two countries elevated ties to a comprehensive strategic partnership in August 2024.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/02/26, FARUK)
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