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HIGHLIGHTS

The upcoming national elections will be free, fair, acceptable & peaceful; no one needs to have any
doubt about this -comments Home Affairs Adviser Lt. Gen. (retd) Md Jahangir Alam Chowdhury.

(Jago FM: 15)
The chiefs of the three services have jointly visited Gazipur district on the occasion of the upcoming
13th National Elections and the Referendum. (JTago FM: 14)

DMP has imposed a ban on all forms of public gatherings, processions & rallies near Bangladesh
Secretariat & chief adviser's official residence, Jamuna, as well as surrounding areas until further notice.

(Jago FM: 15)
The upcoming election campaign is witnessing widespread use of artificial intelligence (AI). Experts had
earlier warned that Al was going to be a major factor in the election. (BBC: 07)

Government has decided to rename Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) as the Special Intervention Force (SIF).

(BBC: 04)
International human rights organization ARTICLE 19 has demanded an independent investigation into the
leak of personal information of nearly 14,000 journalists from EC’s Website. (Jago FM: 17)

The draft of a new Education Act has heen prepared just days before elections without consulting
stakeholders. Educationists opine hasty drafting of act won't serve reform & development of education.

(DW: 10)
Just 3 days before the 13th National election, the interim govt is set to sign a significant tariff
agreement with the United States, which has raised questions. (DW: 11)

Bangladesh and Japan have signed an agreement on the transfer of defence equipment and technology.
(BBC: 03)

A Dhaka court has imposed a travel ban on former commissioner of Bangladesh Securities & Exchange

Commission Md Abdul Halim and Additional Secretary of the Power Division Md. Sabur Hossain.(BBC: 04)
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CLINTONS AGREE TO TESTIFY ON EPSTEIN AS VOTE LOOMS TO HOLD THEM IN
CONTEMPT OF CONGRESS

Former US President Bill Clinton and his wife Hillary Clinton, the former Secretary of State,
have agreed to testify in the congressional investigation into late sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein. It comes days before a vote on whether to hold the couple in criminal contempt for
refusing to appear before the House Oversight Committee after a months-long standoff. Bill
Clinton was acquainted with Epstein, who died in prison in 2019, but has denied knowledge
of his sex offending and says he cut off contact two decade ago. It's unclear when the
depositions will take place, but it will be the first time a former US President has testified to a
Congressional panel since Gerald Ford did so in 1983.

(BBC News Web Page: 03/02/26, FARUK)

RUSSIAN HITS UKRAINE ENERGY SITES IN ‘MOST POWERFUL BLOW’ SO FAR THIS
YEAR

Russia has launched its “most powerful blow” against Ukraine’s energy sector so far this
year, according to the private energy company, DTEK. The combined missile and drone
strikes which targeted power plants and infrastructure in Kyiv and multiple locations left the
system operating with “serious restrictions”, it said. The strikes were launched as
temperatures dropped to -20C and left more than 1,000 tower blocks in the capital without
heating once again and damaged a power plant in the eastern city of Kharkiv beyond repair.
President Volodymyr Zelensky said Russia was “choosing terror and escalation” rather than
diplomacy to end this war and called for “maximum pressure” on Moscow from Ukraine’s
allies. (BBC News Web Page: 03/02/26, FARUK)

IRAN’S PRESIDENT SAYS IT WILL NEGOTIATE WITH THE US

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian has said Iran will pursue negotiations with the US
after requests from “friendly governments in the region” to respond to a US proposal for
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talks. In a statement in X, Pezeshkian said he had told Iran’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
Abbas Araghchi to pursue talks “provided that a suitable environment exists — one free from
threats and unreasonable expectations”. The Iranian president’s words come after the
country’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei warned any attack on Iran would spark a
regional conflict. US President Donald Trump has threatened to intervene in Iran over its
nuclear ambitions and deadly crackdown on protesters, building up forces nearby.

(BBC News Web Page: 03/02/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL REOPENS GAZA’S KEY RAFAH BORDER CROSSING WITH EGYPT

Only a few sick and wounded Palestinians from Gaza arrived in Egypt on Monday after the
Rafah border crossing reopened for the movement of people. The crossing has largely been
closed since the Gazan side was captured by Israeli forces in May 2024. The reopening was
supposed to happen during the first phase of US President Donald Trump’s ceasefire plan
between Israel and Hamas, which began in October. But Israel blocked it until the return of
the body of the last Israeli hostage, which happened last week. It will come as a relief to
many Palestinians who see it as a lifeline to the world, although there is frustration that only
small numbers of people and no goods will be allowed through.

(BBC News Web Page: 03/02/26, FARUK)

RUSSIA READY TO RESPOND TO ANY US WEAPONS DEPLOYMENT IN
GREENLAND: RYABKOV

Moscow is ready to respond if Washington moves to place weapons on Greenland, a senior
Russian official has said. Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov said Russia will take
military measures should the United States follow through on proposals to deploy its Golden
Dome missile defence programme to the Arctic island. Ryabkov made the comments to
reporters at the Russian embassy in China on Tuesday, Russian state news agency TASS
reported. His words came two days before the expiration of the New START treaty, the last
remaining nuclear arms control pact between Washington and Moscow.

(BBC News Web Page: 03/02/26, FARUK)

RECORD-BREAKING SNOW BLANKETS JAPAN, KILLING AT LEAST 30 PEOPLE
Record-breaking snowfall in Japan has been blamed for 30 deaths in the past two weeks,
including a 91-year-old woman found buried under 300cm of snow outside her home,
officials said. The heavy snowfall prompted the government of Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi to order the deployment of troops on Tuesday to help in affected areas, according
to the Japanese national television NHK. Authorities told people to watch for avalanches and
accumulated snow falling from rooftops, NHK reported, and also warned that power outages
are possible in the hardest-hit areas. (BBC News Web Page: 03/02/26, FARUK)

CUBA IN CONTACT WITH US, DIPLOMAT SAYS, AS TRUMP ISSUES THREAT TO
BLOCK OIL

Cuba and the United States are in communication, but the exchanges have not yet evolved
into a formal “dialogue”, a Cuban diplomat has said, as US President Donald Trump stepped
up pressure on Havana. Carlos Fernandez de Cossio, Cuba’s deputy foreign minister, told
the Reuters news agency on Monday that the US government was aware that Cuba was
‘ready to have a serious, meaningful and responsible dialogue”. De Cossio’'s statement
represents the first hint from Havana that it is in contact with Washington, even if in a limited
fashion, as tensions flared in recent weeks amid Trump’s threats against the Cuban
government in the aftermath of the US military’s abduction of Venezuelan leader Nicolas
Maduro, Cuba’s longstanding ally. (BBC News Web Page: 03/02/26, FARUK)
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