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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman reiterated his 'Bangladesh First' policy during a courtesy call with
Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen. (Jago News: 15)

Power Minister Ighal Hasan Mahmud Tuku has said the govt will have to implement 'disaster
management' to deal with the challege of meeting electricity demand for irrigation & summer season.

(BBC: 06)
Home Minister Salahuddin Ahmed has said the govt has decided to form a new commission to
reinvestigate the 2009 BDR mutiny in Pilkhana. (BBC: 03)

The government is set to introduce a “Farmer Card” for farmers across the country --- said Information
and Broadcasting Minister Zahir Uddin Swapan. (Jago News: 16)

Officials and experts from the Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources say one of the major
challenges for the new government is increasing gas supply. (DW: 15)

The government has appointed Md Aminul Islam as the new chief prosecutor of the International Crimes
Tribunal, replacing Tajul Islam. (DW: 15)

The High Court has asked the government to explain why the Village Court Act, 2006 should not he
declared contradictory to the constitution and made null and void. (Jago News: 19)

Kushtia Jamaat leader and newly elected MP Amir Hamza has been accused of moral policing in the
name of 'protecting the sanctity of Ramadan'. (BBC: 08)

DCCT President Taskin Ahmed has said extortion had increased by 20 to 50 percent in the country during
the interim government. (Jago News: 17)

Five people, including a father and son, have been killed and several others injured in a clash hetween
two parties in Narail. (BBC: 04)
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BBC

BRITON AMONG 19 KILLED IN NEPAL BUS CRASH

A 24-year-old British man is among 19 people who were Killed in a bus crash in Nepal, police
say. The bus - which had been carrying tourists - had been travelling to the capital,
Kathmandu, when it lost control and fell 200m onto the bank of the Trishuli river, in the
country's central Dhading district, early on Monday morning. There were 44 people onboard
including the driver, 25 of whom suffered injuries. The bus had been travelling from Pokhara,
a popular tourist spot. Authorities say they are investigating the cause of the incident.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/02/26, FARUK)

KIM JONG UN RE-APPOINTED LEADER OF NORTH KOREA'S RULING PARTY

North Korea's ruling Workers Party has again chosen Kim Jong Un to be its general
secretary, state media report. The announcement, which was made at a rubber-stamp party
congress in Pyongyang on Sunday, comes as little surprise given the Kim family has ruled
by dictatorship since the late 1940s. State-run KCNA said that under Kim's leadership North
Korea "radically improved" its "war deterrence", "with the nuclear forces as its pivot". Despite
long-standing international sanctions, North Korea has continued to build its nuclear
capabilities, regularly testing banned intercontinental missiles. But the secrecy of the regime
makes it harder to evaluate how much progress the military has made.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/02/26, FARUK)

VIOLENCE ERUPTS IN MEXICO AFTER DRUG LORD EL MENCHO KILLED

A wave of violence has broken out in Mexico after the country's most wanted drug baron
was killed in an operation seeking his arrest. Nemesio Oseguera Cervantes, known as "El
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Mencho", was the leader of the feared Jalisco New Generation (CING) drug cartel and died
after being seriously injured in clashes between his supporters and the army on Sunday.
Four CING members were killed during the operation in the town of Tapalpa, in the central-
western Jalisco state, and three army personnel were also injured, the Mexican defence
ministry said. Retaliation for the drug lord's death has seen violence spread to at least a
dozen states, with CING blocking roads with burning vehicles.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/02/26, FARUK)

INDIA AND US DEFER TRADE TALKS AFTER SUPREME COURT'S TARIFF RULING
India and the US have deferred trade talks which were set to take place this week as they
"study the implications" of the US Supreme Court striking down the Donald Trump
administration's global tariffs, an Indian commerce ministry official told the BBC. An Indian
delegation was due to travel to Washington this week to finalize the terms of an interim trade
deal which was announced earlier this month. The agreement reduced US tariffs on Indian
goods from 50% to 18%, even though several aspects of it remained unclear. The Supreme
Court ruling has led to new uncertainties as Trump said he would impose global tariffs of
15% on all goods coming into the US. (BBC News Web Page: 23/02/26, FARUK)

US BEGINS WITHDRAWING FROM ITS LARGEST MILITARY BASE IN SYRIA

The United States has started withdrawing from a key military base in northeastern Syria
and redeploying its forces to northern Irag, marking the first phase of a pullout expected to
last several weeks. Heavy machinery, personnel and trucks carrying armoured vehicles
could be seen moving on Monday in the northwestern city of Hasakeh from the Qasrak base,
the largest US base in Syria. They were headed towards the semiautonomous Kurdish
region of northern Iraq. (BBC News Web Page: 23/02/26, FARUK)

READY FOR TALKS BUT WILL DEFEND ITSELF AGAINST US AGGRESSION: IRAN

As a new round of talks between the United States and Iran is scheduled to take place in
Geneva, Tehran has reiterated that it wants to find a diplomatic solution with the US on its
nuclear programme but will defend itself if Washington resorts to military action. Iran's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei said on Monday that any US attack,
including limited strikes, would be considered an "act of aggression” that would precipitate a
response after US President Donald Trump said he was considering a limited strike on Iran.
"An act of aggression would be regarded as an act of aggression. Period. And any state
would react to an act of aggression as part of its inherent right of self-defence ferociously, so
that's what we would do," Baghaei said during a media briefing.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/02/26, FARUK)

HUMAN RIGHTS OUTMUSCLED BY 'RULE OF FORCE' GLOBALLY: UN CHIEF WARNS
"Human rights are under a full-scale attack around the world" as the powerful trample on
international law, according to United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Gutierres. "The
rule of law is being outmuscled by the rule of force," he said at the opening of the UN Human
Rights Council's annual session in Geneva on Monday. Gutierres stressed that "this assault
is not coming from the shadows or by surprise. It is happening in plain sight - and often led
by those who hold the greatest power." He did not mention specific situations although he
did voice outrage at Russia's war in Ukraine, where he said more than 15,000 civilians had
been killed in four years of violence. Gutierres also highlighted the "blatant violations of
human rights, human dignity and international law in the occupied Palestinian territory".
(BBC News Web Page: 23/02/26, FARUK)
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