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HIGHLIGHTS

US President Donald Trump has congratulated Tarique Rahman on his assumption of office as PM of BD,
expressing optimism about further strengthening bilateral relations and expanding cooperation in trade,
defence & regional stability. [BBC: 03]

Reaffirming deeper bilateral engagement British PM Sir Keir Starmer has congratulated PM Tarique
Rahman on his election victory & assumption of office, pledging to further strengthen UK-BD partnership
across key sectors. [BBC: 04]

Information and Broadcasting Minister Zahir Uddin Swapan has said the government will not allow any
action or decision to he implemented outside the Constitution and established rules. [Jago FM: 10]

R committee has heen formed to investigate the allegations of corruption against Mahbub Morshed, the
Managing Director and Chief Editor of Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha. [BBC: 07]

If the referendum is canceled, then this election will also be questionable --- alleged NCP Convener and
Opposition Chief Whip Nahid Islam. [BBC: 03]

Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer & newly appointed Opposition Leader in Parliament, Dr. Shafiqur Rahman, has
strongly stated that no one should be subjected to oppression based on their political identity.

[Jago FM: 13]
BNP’s leaders & activists were surprised that former security adviser of interim govt. Khalilur Rahman
was given the responsibility of Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Opposition party has also criticized it.

[BBC: 04]
All categories of Indian visas will gradually return to normal processing levels--- said the Assistant High
Commissioner of the Assistant High Commission of India in Sylhet, Aniruddha Das. [DW: 09]

Foreign diplomats expressed support for press freedom, freedom of expression & democracy while visiting
an art exhibition at fire-ravaged building of Prothom Alo that had bheen burned down in extremist attack.
[DW: 09]
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BBC

SOUTH KOREA'S EX-PRESIDENT JAILED FOR LIFE OVER MARTIAL LAW ATTEMPT
South Korea's ex-president Yoon Suk-Yeol has been jailed for life for masterminding an
insurrection by trying to impose military rule. Yoon attempted to subvert the constitution by
deploying military troops to seal off the National Assembly and ordering the arrest of
politicians on 3 December 2024, a Seoul court ruled. His actions fundamentally damaged
South Korea's democracy and deserves a harsh punishment, presiding judge Ji Gwi-yeon
told the court. Prosecutors had sought the death penalty. Though it was short-lived, Yoon's
martial law order left the nation more polarized than ever, and those deep divisions were on
full display as the sentencing took place. (BBC News Web Page: 19/02/26, FARUK)

WHITE HOUSE SAYS IRAN WOULD BE 'WISE' TO MAKE DEAL, AS US RAMPS UP
MILITARY PRESENCE

The White House has warned Iran would be "very wise" to make a deal with the US, amid
reports that President Donald Trump is weighing fresh military action against the Islamic
Republic. Press secretary Karoline Leavitt told a news briefing that Trump was still hooping
for a diplomatic resolution over Tehran's nuclear programme. Her comments come as the
US moves a second battleship into the region, and a day after progress was reported at US-
Iran talks in Switzerland. US media reported on Wednesday that Trump had discussed
attack options with advisers, and that a US strike could take place as early as Saturday. Last
summer the US military launched strikes on three Iranian nuclear facilities.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/02/26, FARUK)

HAMAS IS REASSERTING CONTROL IN GAZA DESPITE ITS HEAVY LOSSES
FIGHTING ISRAEL

When a US-Imposed ceasefire halted the Gaza War last October, Hamas's war for survival
against Israel switched into a battle for control at home. The war had left the group"s
disciplined military units shattered into guerrilla forces, and most of its leaders killed; Gaza's
buildings and infrastructure were largely destroyed, its population displaced, and its
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economic life in ruins. More than 72,000 Gazans were killed by Israeli attacks during the
conflict, the Hamas-run health ministry says. Four months on, Gazans say Hamas is again
extending its control over security, tax revenue, and government services, raising questions
about its long-term strategy, and whether it is prepared to give up its weapons and authority,
as now required under the second stage of Donald Trump's peace plan.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/02/26, FARUK)

OVER 1,000 KENYANS ENLISTED TO FIGHT IN RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR: REPORT

A total of 1,000 Kenyans have been recruited to fight for Russia, according to a Kenyan
intelligence report that details a network of rogue officials allegedly colluding with human
trafficking syndicates. The report, submitted to parliament on Wednesday by Kenya's
National Intelligence Service (NIS), said 89 Kenyans were on the front lines of the Russia-
Ukraine war as of February this year. At least one Kenyan has died, while several others
have returned home injured or traumatized, it added. The Kenyan government, which
previously estimated that about 200 of its nationals had been recruited to fight for Russia,
wants Moscow to bar the conscription of Kenyan soldiers.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/02/26, FARUK)

SUDAN ATROCITIES ARE 'HALLMARKS OF GENOCIDE': UN

A UN fact-finding mission has determined that evidence of atrocities carried out during the
siege and takeover of the Sudanese city of el-Fasher points to genocide. The paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces (RSF) captured el-Fasher, located in the western region of Darfur, at
the end of October after an 18-month blockade. It was one of the most brutal chapters in
Sudan's nearly three-year civil war and triggered widespread international outrage. This is
the closest the UN has come to declaring that genocide is being carried out by RSF fighters
in Darfur during the current conflict. The RSF has not commented on the report but has
denied previous such accusations. (BBC News Web Page: 19/02/26, FARUK)

IRAN BUILDS CONCRETE SHIELD AT MILITARY SITE AMID ACUTE US TENSIONS
Newly released satellite images show that Iran has recently built a concrete shield over a
new facility at a sensitive military site and covered it in soil, advancing work at a location
reportedly bombed by Israel in 2024 amid soaring tensions with the United States and the
threat of regional war. The images also show that Iran has buried tunnel entrances at a
nuclear site bombed by Washington during Israel's 12-day war with Iran last year - which the
US joined on Israel's behalf - fortified tunnel entrances near another, and has repaired
missile bases struck in the conflict. This comes as countries in the region and across the
world closely monitor the prospect of a major escalation.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/02/26, FARUK)

GAS EXPLOSION KILLS 16 IN PAKISTAN'S KARACHI, COLLAPSING BUILDING

A gas explosion had torn through an apartment building in Pakistan's largest port city of
Karachi, killing at least 16 people, including women and children, and injuring several others
after part of the structure collapsed, police and rescue officials said. The explosion occurred
on Thursday in a residential neighbourhood of Karachi, the capitol of southern Sindh
province, as residents were preparing a pre-dawn meal on the first day of the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan, local police chief Rizwan Patel said.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/02/26, FARUK)

. THE END ::



