Daily Monitoring Report

Z SR Directorate of Monitoring
(| Bangladesh Betar, Dhaka
‘ / e-mail: dmr.dm @ betar.gov.bd

‘%‘1"7@(& Falgun 05, 1432 Bangla, February 18, 2026, Wednesday, No. 49, 56t year

HIGHLIGHTS

BNP has formed the govt following the winning in the 13th National Election. Tarique Rahman has been
unanimously elected leader of the parliamentary party in the 13th Jatiya Sangsad & the Prime Minister.
(BBC: 03)

President Mohammed Shahabuddin has administered the oath of office to Tarique Rahman and his new
ministers at the South Plaza of the National Parliament Complex. (BBC: 04)

CEC AMM Nasir Uddin has administered the oath of office to the newly elected members of parliament
in the 13th National Election at the Oath Taking Room of Sangsad Bhaban. (BBC: 06)

Shafiqur Rahman, the ameer of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami, has been elected as the leader of the
opposition in the parliament and NCP Convener Nahid Islam the opposition chief whip. (Jago News: 16)

New PM Tarique Rahman will assume office at the Secretariat today. On the first working day, he is
scheduled to hold a special meeting with members of the cabinet and exchange views with secretaries.
(Jago News: 16)

The former security adviser of the interim govt, Dr. Khalilar Rahman, has been given the responsibility
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the newly formed BNP-led govt. (BBC: 04)

Uncertainty has arisen regarding the Constitutional Reform Council as the BNP’s newly elected
parliament members did not take the oath as members of the Council. (BBC: 09)

R writ petition has been filed with the High Court challenging the legality of the referendum held on
February 12 and seeking the cancellation of the results announced on February 13. (Jago News: 16)

BNP S6 & the Minister of Local Govt, Rural Development & Cooperatives Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
has said Bangladesh’s relations with India will not be “held captive” over the issue of Sheikh Hasina.
(DW: 14)

Shafiqur Rahman, the ameer of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami has called for keeping the prices of all
essential commodities within the purchasing power of the common people during Ramadan. (Jago FM: 18)
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BBC

TARIQUE RAHMAN SWORN IN AS NEW BANGLADESH PRIME MINISTER

Tarigue Rahman has been sworn in as the new prime minister, days after his party swept
the first vote since the 2024 student-led uprising that expelled the then-leader, Sheikh
Hasina. "l will faithfully discharge the duties of the office of prime minister of the government
in accordance with the law," he said on Tuesday, sworn in by President Mohammed
Shahabuddin, in a televised ceremony held outside the parliament building in the capital,
Dhaka. The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) secured more than a two-thirds majority in
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last week's elections. Earlier, inside the parliament's oath room, lawmakers pledged loyalty
to Bangladesh as they were sworn in by Chief Election Commissioner AMM Nasir Uddin.
Foreign dignitaries, including the Pakistani foreign minister and the speaker of the Indian
Parliament, were in attendance. Cabinet members were also slated to be sworn in on
Tuesday. Despite tight security, hundreds of people gathered outside the grounds
throughout the day, awaiting the proceedings. The BNP and its allies won at least 212 seats.
Elections were held in 299 constituencies in the 350-seat parliament, giving it a strong
majority, while the Jamaat-e-Islami and its allies won 77 seats. Hasina's Awami League was
banned from participating. Rahman is taking over from an interim government that led the
country for 18 months after Hasina's ousting. (BBC News Web Page: 17/02/26, FARUK)

NEW NUCLEAR TALKS BETWEEN US AND IRAN BEGIN IN GENEVA

A second round of talks between Iran and the United States, aimed at resolving their dispute
over Tehran's nuclear programme, have begun in the Swiss city of Geneva. The indirect
discussions follow repeated military threats against Iran over the country's deadly crackdown
on anti-government protests and over its nuclear activities. Speaking to reporters abroad Air
Force One ahead of the latest talks, US President Donald Trump said he believed Iran
wanted to make a deal. The foreign ministry in Tehran, meanwhile, said it believed that the
US position on the nuclear issue had moved towards "a more realistic one".

(BBC News Web Page: 17/02/26, FARUK)

THIRD ROUND OF RUSSIA-UKRAINE TALKS TO TAKE PLACE AS STRIKES
CONTINUE

Russian and Ukrainian delegations are set to meet in Geneva for the latest round of US-
brokered talks, a week before the fourth anniversary of Moscow's full-scale invasion of
Ukraine. Expectations for a breakthrough remain low, as Moscow has not wavered from its
maximalist demands for Ukrainian territory. Russia's strikes on Ukrainian are continuing on a
nightly basis, further damaging the country's already battered power grid as subzero
temperatures continue. Hours before the delegations met in Switzerland, Moscow carried out
a large combined aerial attack on Ukraine, hitting 12 regions with 400 drones and almost 30
missiles. At least three people were killed. (BBC News Web Page: 17/02/26, FARUK)

US BUILD-UP OF WARSHIPS AND FIGHTER JETS TRACKED NEAR IRAN

BBC Verify has confirmed the location of US aircraft carrier the USS Abraham Lincoln near
Iran using satellite imagery, as Washington continues to put pressure on the country over its
military programme and recent deadly crackdown on protesters. US and Iranian officials are
set to meet in Switzerland on Tuesday for a second round of talks. Iran says the meeting will
focus on its nuclear programme and the potential lifting of economic sanctions imposed by
the US. Washington has previously indicated it wants to discuss other issues as well. The
Abraham Lincoln, which leads a strike group with three guided missile destroyers, carries 90
aircraft including F35 fighters, and 5,680 crew, was reportedly deployed to the Gulf region in
late January but has not been seen in satellite imagery until now. It has been located off the
coast of Oman, around 700km from Iran. (BBC News Web Page: 17/02/26, FARUK)

FIVE YOUNG PEOPLE DIE IN SPAIN APARTMENT BLOCK FIRE

Five young people have died in a fire that broke out in a storage space in a residential block
of flats in north-east Spain. Residents raised the alarm about the fire in a five-storey building
in the small town of Manlleu, about 80km north of Barcelona, shortly after 21:00 local time on
Monday, Catalonia's fire brigade said. Four other people were slightly hurt in the blaze. The
identities of those who died is not yet known but reports said they include children and none
of them lived in the building. (BBC News Web Page: 17/02/26, FARUK)

GHANA TOMATO TRADERS AMONG DEAD IN BURKINA FASO ATTACK

Reports say at least 20 people were killed on Saturday in the northern town of Titao, Burkina
Faso, in attacks claimed by JNIM - an Islamist militant group linked to al-Qaeda. Among the
dead were seven Ghanaians "burnt beyond recognition" who have yet to be identified, said
Ghana's Interior Minister Mohammed Muntaka Mubarak. They were part of a team of tomato
traders on a supply lorry targeted by the jihadists. Road access to the area remains blocked,
according to Ghanaian officials trying to evacuate other citizens who survived, making it
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impossible for embassy staff to visit the area. A spate of Islamist attacks have taken place in
northern and eastern Burkina Faso in the past four days.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/02/26, FARUK)

HAMAS REJECTS NETANYAHU AIDE'S 60-DAY ULTIMATUM FOR GROUP TO
DISARM

Hamas has rejected remarks by an Israeli government official calling for the Gaza-based
group to disarm in 60 days and threatening to resume Israel's genocidal war if it fails to
comply. Senior Hamas official Mahmoud Mardawi told the BBC on Monday that he had no
knowledge of such a demand. Maedawi's comments come after Israeli Cabinet Secretary
Yossi Fuchs, during a conference in Jerusalem on Monday, threatened to renew the
genocidal war on Gaza if Hamas failed to disarm in 60 days, local media outlet the Times of
Israel reported. A top aide to Netanyahu, Fuchs claimed that the two-month period was
requested by the United States administration. (BBC News Web Page: 17/02/26, FARUK)
MORE THAN A DOZEN KILLED IN BOMB BLASTS, GUNFIRE IN PAKISTAN'S
NORTHWEST

Two bomb attacks and a gun battle between police and rebel fighters have killed more than
a dozen people in north-west Pakistan. One child and 11 security personnel were killed in an
attack in Bajaur district of volatile Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province on Monday, the Pakistani
military said on Tuesday. Seven others, including women and children, were injured in the
incident. An explosives-laden vehicle detonated while being driven towards a security
checkpoint in Bajaur, local police official Zafar Khan told The Associated Press news
agency, adding that a girl was killed when a nearby building collapsed due to the force of the
blast. (BBC News Web Page: 17/02/26, FARUK)

LEBANON SETS FOUR MONTHS FOR SECOND PHASE OF HEZBOLLAH
DISARMAMENT

Lebanon's government has said that its military will need at least four months to complete
the second phase of its plan to dismantle Hezbollah's arsenals in the country's south. The
announcement by Minister of Information Paul Morcos on Monday comes amid growing
pressure from the United States and Israel for Hezbollah to disarm, including near-daily
Israeli attacks on Lebanon. The bombings come despite Israel agreeing to a US-brokered
ceasefire in 2024 to end more than a year of cross-border hostilities with Hezbollah. The
conflict left the Lebanese armed group badly weakened, with much of its leadership killed.
Under the ceasefire deal, Lebanon's government committed to dismantling Hezbollah's
arsenal and tasked its military with drawing up a plan to do so.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/02/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



