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HIGHLIGHTS

President Mohammed Shahabuddin and Prime Minister Tarique Rahman have paid tribute to the martyrs
of the Pilkhana BDR carnage marking Jatiya Shaheed Sena Dibas. [Jago FM: 14]

The government will not form any new investigation commission over the 2009 Pilkhana carnage ----
said Home Minister Salahuddin Ahmed. [BBC: 03]

5T army officers were killed in BDR carnage in an attempt to break the morale of Bangladesh Army---
said Minister for LGRD & Cooperatives Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir. [Jago FM: 14]

US Representative Grace Meng has congratulated Tarique Rahman on assuming office as PM of BD. She
expressed her desire to continue working to further strengthen relationship between US & BD in future.
[Jago FM: 18]
Shushashoner Jonno Nagorik - Sujan has commented that the I3th National Parliament election was
overall "transparent, free from manipulation and credible." [Jago FM: 15]

Rajshahi Range Police DIG Mohammad Shahjahan has given 'special instructions' to show that Awami
League leaders and activists who have been released on bail from the court are heing arrested in
another case. [BBC: 05]

The government is seeking to legalize and hold accountable agents or middlemen, also known as
'brokers', who assist in the exchange of money at passport offices by registering them. [BBC: 07]

R court has sent Barisal District Bar Association President Sadiqur Rahman Lincoln to jail in a case of
disturbance and vandalism in the court. [Jago FM: 16]

R Dhaka court has sentenced Jubo League leader Ismail Hossain Chowdhury Samrat to 20 years in prison
in a case over illegal wealth accumulation and money laundering. [BBC: 03]

The direct international bus service linking Agartala and Kolkata via Dhaka has resumed after a hiatus
of more than a year and a half. [DW: 10]

Director: 44813046 Deputy News Controller: 44813048 Assistant News Controller: 448130417
44813179 44813118
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BBC

JAPAN TO DEPLOY MISSILES ON ISLAND NEAR TAIWAN BY 2031

Japan plans to deploy surface-to-air missiles to its remote western island near Taiwan by
March 2031, its defence minister said, as regional tensions simmer. It is the first time that
Japan specified a timeline for the missile deployment to Yonaguni Island since it was
announced in 2022. China claims self-ruled Taiwan as its own and has not ruled out the use
of force to "reunify" with it. Yonaguni is visible from Taiwan's shores on a clear day, located
just 110km away. Tensions between Tokyo and Beijing have run high since November when
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi appeared to suggest that Japan would activate its
self-defence force in the event of an attack on Taiwan.

(BBC News Web Page: 25/02/26, FARUK)

DRONES HAMMER SUDAN'S GOLD AND OIL ZONE - PIVOTAL NEW FRONT LINE
Intensified drone attacks on the new front line of Sudan's civil war have led to mass civilian
casualties in recent weeks and are increasingly shopping the course of the conflict. The
epicenter of fighting has shifted to the south-central Kordofan region since both sides
consolidated their gains in the other main battlefields of this nearly three-year war. The
conflict between the Sudanese regular army and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) has become one of the deadliest in Africa for civilians and shows no sign of abating
despite US-led peace efforts. The near-daily drone strikes have hit targets including markets,
health facilities, aid convoys and residential areas across the Kordofan region, prompting
outrage from the UN and humanitarian officials. "The continued attacks by all parties on
civilian objects must stop,” the UN human rights chief Volker Turk said last week. He was
speaking after reports that more than 50 civilians had been killed over two days in separate
drone strikes in North and West Kordofan. (BBC News Web Page: 25/02/26, FARUK)
SENEGAL PM PROPOSES TOUGHER ANTI-LGBT LAW, DOUBLING PRISON TERMS
Senegal's Prime Minister Ousmane Sonko has introduced legislation that could double the
maximum penalty for same-sex relations, making them punishable by up to 10 years in
prison. The proposal was sent to parliament on Tuesday after cabinet approval last week,
after a wave of arrests over alleged same-sex relationships, already banned under Senegal
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law. Addressing lawmakers, Sonko said the bill would punish what it describes as "acts
against nature" with prison sentences ranging from five to 10 years, compared with the
current one- to five-year terms. "If an act is committed with a minor, it will attract the
maximum penalty,” he said. The bill has been criticized by rights advocates.

(BBC News Web Page: 25/02/26, FARUK)

GERMAN CHANCELLOR LANDS IN BEIJING FOR INAUGURAL CHINA TRIP

Germany's chancellor has touched down in China as German businesses sound the alarm
about a yawning trade imbalance. Imports into Germany from China were more than double
the value of those exported back last year - according to federal statistics. "We want a
partnership with China that is balanced, reliable, regulated and fair,” said Friedrich Merz,
before leaving for Beijing. Merz is also expected to press China to use its influence with
Moscow to help end the war in Ukraine. However, the huge trade gap looms large over
these tasks as the chancellor takes along a sizeable business delegation. (BBC News Web
Page: 25/02/26, FARUK)

HARRY AND MEGHAN ARRIVE IN MIDDLE EAST FOR SUMMIT ON REFUGEES NEEDS
The Duke and Duchess of Sussex have arrived in the Middle East for their first international
trip together in 18 months. Prince Harry and Meghan will spend two days visiting Jordan to
highlight efforts to support vulnerable communities affected by conflict and displacement.
The couple, who stepped down as working royals in 2020, have travelled to Amman at the
invitation of Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, director-general of the World Health
Organization (WHO). Their visit comes at time of crisis for the Royal Family following the
arrest of Harry's uncle, Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, on suspicion of misconduct in public
office. (BBC News Web Page: 25/02/26, FARUK)

CHILDREN AMONG 16 KILLED IN CAR CRASH IN SOUTHERN YEMEN

At least 16 people, including eight women and children, have been killed in a collision
between a bus and a truck in southern Yemen, according to local authorities. The accident
occurred in the Lahmar area of the Al-Mahfad district, on a key transit route linking the
provinces of Abyan and Shabwa, authorities said on Tuesday. The impact of the two
vehicles led to a catastrophic fire that engulfed the small bus, leaving no survivors among
the passengers, Turkey's Anadolu news agency reported. (BBC News Web Page: 25/02/26,
FARUK)

ISRAELI ARMY, SETTLERS ATTACK PALESTINIANS IN HEBRON AREA OF WEST
BANK

A number of Palestinians have been injured in separate attacks by the Israeli army and
settlers in the Hebron area of the occupied West Bank, amid an escalating wave of state-
backed violence as Israel concurrently continues its genocidal war on Gaza. In ad-Dhabhiriya,
about 24km southwest of Hebron, Israeli forces fired live and rubber bullets as they carried
out a raid on Tuesday night, security sources told the Wafa news agency. Several
Palestinians were injured by rubber-croated bullets fired at their feet, the agency reported.
The settlers also damaged property, setting six structures and a car on fire, sources said.
(BBC News Web Page: 25/02/26, FARUK)

MILITARY GOVERNMENT AIR STRIKES KILL 17 IN WESTERN MYANMAR STATE

A military air strike by the Myanmar military in Rakhine state has killed at least 17 people
and injured 14 others, local media reported, in the latest civil war carnage weeks after a
military-backed governing party election win was dismissed as a "sham" by international
observers. Women and children were among those killed when air strikes hit Yoengu village
in Ponnagyun township on Tuesday, the Democratic Voice of Burma (DVB) said. The village
lies about 33 kilometres northeast of Sittwe, the Rakhine state capital. It was captured by the
Arakan Army (AA), an ethnic Rakhine armed group fighting the Myanmar military, in March
2024. The AA statements listed the names of 17 "innocent civilians", including three children,
killed in the strike. It said 15 people had been wounded in the attack.

(BBC News Web Page: 25/02/26, FARUK)

:: The End ::



