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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has said democracy has heen re-established in the country now after a
long struggle, embodying the spirit of Ekushey February. (DW: 08)

Home Minister and BNP Standing Committee member Salahuddin Ahmed has said the 13th National
Parliament is likely to go into its maiden session on March 12 next month or one or two days earlier.
(Jago News: 11)

Information and Broadcasting Minister Zahir Uddin Swapan has said the governmet is set to begin
distributing “Family Card” across the country from this month. (Jago News: 10)

Economists and businessmen in the country opine USA has benefited more than Bangladesh from the
trade agreement hetween Bangladesh and United States signed during the last period of the interim govt.
(BBC: 06)

Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Minister Ighal Hasan Mahmud Tuku has said if the people of
Bangladesh truly embrace Bangla as their mother tongue, slogans like ‘Ingilab Zindabad’ should not
continue. (Jago News: 14)

Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs Minister Dipen Dewan has said the govt is committed to preserving,
practicing and developing the mother tongues of all ethnic groups in the country. (Jago News: 15)

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami has expressed deep concern, condemning and protesting the Shipping
Minister's statement on extortion. (Jago News: 13)

At least five people, including three women, were killed in a head-on collision between a gas cylinder-
laden truck and a CNG-run auto-rickshaw in Kushtia. (Jago News: 15)

Hn allegation has been received about a cocktail explosion at the house of Mohammad Ali, the owner of
Roman Jute Mill, in Abhaynagar, Jessore, for not paying money illegally. (Jago news: 14)
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BBC

TRUMP BRINGS IN NEW 10% TARIFF AS SUPREME COURT REJECTS HIS GLOBAL
IMPORT TAXES

US President Donald Trump has imposed a new 10% global tariff to replace ones struck
down by the Supreme Court, calling the ruling "terrible" and lambasting the justices who
rejected his trade policy as "fools". The president unveiled the plan shortly after the justices
outlawed most of the global tariffs the White House announced last year. In a 6-3 decision,
the court held that the president had overstepped his powers. The decision was a major
victory for businesses and US states that had challenged the duties, opening the door to
potentially billions of dollars in tariff refunds, while also injecting new uncertainty into the
global trade landscape. (BBC News Web Page: 21/02/26, FARUK)

PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY IN DIRE STRAITS AS ISRAEL'S HOLD ON WEST BANK
DEEPENS

With Israeli settler violence surging in the occupied West Bank, al-Mughayyir, north-east of
Ramallah, has found itself on the frontline. It faces regular incursions by the Israeli army and
has seen farmland seized by settlers who have built new outposts. Marzoq Abu Naim from
the village council says the settlers aim to force out Palestinians. "They're doing it silently,
not openly, it's true. But this is annexation. We can't reach our lands." Sitting among green
rolling hills, studded with olive groves, most homes in al-Mughayyir are in an area where
Israel's military controls security, but the internationally backed Palestinian Authority (PA)
should provide basic services. Increasingly though, it cannot - it is mired in a deep economic
crisis. (BBC News Web Page: 21/02/26, FARUK)

ISRAELI STRIKES KILL AT LEAST 10 IN LEBANON: OFFICIALS

At least 10 people have been killed in Israeli air strikes on eastern Lebanon, according to
state media. A senior Hezbollah official was among those killed, the Iranian-backed militant
group said in a statement. Israel's military said it was targeting sites that belonged to the
group in the Bekaa Valley, which it alleged constituted "a violation of the understandings
between lIsrael and Lebanon". The strikes are among the deadliest in Lebanon since a
ceasefire ended the war between Israel and Hezbollah in November 2024.

(BBC News Web Page: 21/02/26, FARUK)

FAMILY OF PALESTINIAN-AMERICAN MAN KILLED IN WEST BANK DEMAND
ACCOUNTABILITY

The family of a 19-year-old Palestinian-American man who they say was shot dead by an
Israeli settler in the occupied West Bank have called for accountability over his killing.
Nasralla Abu Siyam was shot near the city of Ramallah in the occupied West Bank on
Wednesday, becoming at least the sixth American citizen killed by Israeli settlers or soldiers
in the territory in the last two years. The Trump administration said it stood ready to provide
consular assistance, but did not respond to claims its policies had failed to stem a surge in
settler violence. The Israeli embassy in Washington said the incident was under review and
an "operational inquiry... must be completed as soon as possible". (BBC News Web Page:
21/02/26, FARUK)

TRUMP SAYS HE IS CONSIDERING LIMITED MILITARY STRIKE ON IRAN
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US President Donald Trump has said he is considering a limited military strike on Iran in
order to pressure its leaders to agree a deal to curb the nuclear programme. The president
made the remark in response to a question from a journalist hours after officials had
suggested the possibility of a strike. On Thursday, Trump said the world would find out "over
the next, probably, 10 days" whether a deal would be reached or the US would take military
action. The US has been increasing its military presence in the region in recent weeks. The
US and its European allies suspect that Iran is moving towards the development of a nuclear
weapon, something Iran has always denied. (BBC News Web Page: 21/02/26, FARUK)
AVALANCHES KILL FIVE IN AUSTRIAN ALPS: OFFICIALS

Five people were killed in a series of avalanches in the Austrian Alps as heavy snowfall hit
the region on Friday. A 42-year-old German man, caught in an avalanche with his 16-year-
old son, was among the victims, police said. The teenager was airlifted to hospital from the
slope in Nauders near the Swiss-ltalian border. Three other skiers were killed in an
avalanche near the popular St Anton resort, while a snowboarder died after being buried in
the neighbouring Vorarlberg region. Austria has now seen at least 21 avalanche-related
deaths this winter, while dozens of fatalities have been recorded across the Alps.

(BBC News Web Page: 21/02/26, FARUK)

NASA TARGETS EARLY MARCH TO SEND HUMANS BACK AROUND THE MOON

Nasa is targeting early March to launch a crew around the Moon for the first time in more
than 50 years, in what would be humankind's furthest trip into space. The Artemis Il mission
will see four astronauts embark on a 10-day journey around the far side of the Moon and
back to Earth, paving the way for a future lunar landing. Nasa set the earliest launch date of
March 6 following a successful "wet dress rehearsal" - a critical pre-launch test where the
rocket is filled with fuel and taken through the countdown sequence. It was the Artemis
team's second attempt at a practice run at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida.

(BBC News Web Page: 21/02/26, FARUK)

TWO SOLDIERS KILLED DURING MILITARY OPERATION IN PAKISTAN'S
NORTHWEST: ARMY

Two soldiers, including a lieutenant colonel, have been killed during a military operations
when a fighter driving an explosive-laden motorcycle rammed a security convoy vehicle in
Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province near the border with Afghanistan, according
to the country's army. The deadly clash took place on Saturday in KP's Bannu district, with
the Pakistani military saying at least five armed fighters, including one it described as "a
suicide bomber" were also killed during the operation. The military said that the bomber was
stopped by the leading security team, preventing his attempt to attack civilians and law
enforcement personnel and averting "a major catastrophe".

(BBC News Web Page: 21/02/26, FARUK)

INDIA SIGNS CRITICAL MINERALS DEAL WITH BRAZIL TO CURB DEPENDANCE ON
CHINA

Brazil and India have signed an agreement to boost cooperation on critical minerals and rare
earths, as the Indian government seeks new suppliers to curb its dependance on China.
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio da Silva met Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New
Delhi on Saturday and discussed boosting trade and investment opportunities. Modi said in a
statement that the agreement on critical minerals and rare earths was a "major step towards
building resilient supply chains". China dominates the mining and processing of the world's
rare-earth and critical minerals, and has increased its grip on exports in recent months as
the United States attempts to break its hold on the growing industry.

(BBC News Web Page: 21/02/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



