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HIGHLIGHTS

The great Martyrs' Day & Intl Mother Language Day are heing observed with due dignity & solemnity
across country. President Md. Shahabuddin & PM Tarique Rahman paid tribute to language martyrs in
first hour of Ekushey. [R. Today: 17]

PM Tarique Rahman says, the spirit of language movement is still relevant today in the struggle to
establish democratic values, people’s rights & social justice. He urges the new generation to learn from
the sacrifices of language martyrs. [Jago FM: 13]

Malaysian PM Anwar Ibrahim has phoned PM Tarique Rahman to congratulate him on assuming office as
BD’s 11t Prime Minister. Anwar Ibrahim reaffirmed their commitment to further strengthening bilateral
relations. [Jago FM: 16]

India has expressed optimism to further strengthen multidimensional relations between Dhaka & New
Delhi. After the BNP-led govt came to power, the visa process between the two countries has also
started to pick up speed. [Jago FM: 16]

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shama Obaed has said BD's foreign policy will be based on friendship
with all, prioritizing national interests. Int’l relations will be advanced on the basis of mutual respect &
equality, not over-dependence on any particular country. [Jago FM: 15]

TIB has expressed deep concern over what it describes as an attempt by road transport, rail & water
transport minister Shaikh Rabiul Alam to legitimise a serious criminal offence by characterising roadside
extortion as a form of consensual transaction. [Jago FM: 16]

Rccording to Manabadhikar Shongskriti Foundation, 460 people were killed in country through mob
violence in 2025. Human rights activists & criminologists say that the interim govt.'s indifference to
suppressing 'mob violence' has emboldened criminals. [BBC: 05]

R recently circulated video on social media has sparked widespread discussion, with many believing it
was deliberately shared to target Zaima Rahman, daughter of BD’s new PM Tarique Rahman.  [BBC: 09]

Legal analysts helieve that a political crisis has emerged in country following the 13th Parliament oath-
taking, where BNP MPs refused a second oath for Constitutional Reform Council, while Jamaat-e-Islami &
NCP members took both oaths. [DW: 12]
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BBC

TRUMP SAYS WORLD HAS 10 DAYS TO SEE IF IRAN AGREES DEAL OR 'BAD
THINGS HAPPEN'

US President Donald Trump says the world will find out "over the next, probably, 10 days"
whether the US will reach a deal with Iran or take military action. At the first meeting of his
Board of Peace in Washington DC, Trump said of negotiations with the Islamic Republic
about its nuclear programme: "We have to make a meaningful deal otherwise bad things
happen." In recent days, the US has surged military forces to the Middle East, while
progress was reported at talks between American and Iranian negotiations in Switzerland.
The Iranian government has told the UN Secretary-General that it will regard US bases in
the region as legitimate targets if used in any military aggression against Iran.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/02/26, FARUK)

VENEZUELAN OPPOSITION POLITICIAN RELEASED AFTER AMNESTY LAW PASSED
Venezuelan opposition politician Juan Pablo Guanipa has announced on social media that
he has been freed after "almost nine months of unjust imprisonment”. His comments come
shortly after the country's interim President, Delcy Rodriguez, signed an amnesty bill
approved by its National Assembly that could lead to the release of hundreds of political
prisoners. Rodriguez's interim government has faced pressure from the US to speed up the
release of Venezuela's remaining political prisoners after delays to the law. However,
Guanipa described the bill as a "flawed document” that excludes many Venezuelans who
remain "unjustly” behind bars. (BBC News Web Page: 20/02/26, FARUK)

HAMAS HOLDS VOTE TO CHOOSE NEW INTERIM LEADER: SOURCE

Hamas is holding an election for a new interim leader, a senior Palestinian official familiar
with the armed group's affairs has told the BBC. Voting is taking place across Gaza, the
occupied West Bank and among Hamas's members elsewhere. The outcome may signal
which direction the movement intends to take - particularly as the US and other mediators
discuss post-war governance of Gaza, reconstruction efforts and the future status of armed
groups there. The elections come after most of Hamas's senior leadership were killed in
Israeli strikes following the group's 7 October 2023 attacks on Israel, in which about 1,200
people were killed and 251 others taken hostage. (BBC News Web Page: 20/02/26, FARUK)
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MOTHER & INFANT BURNT TO DEATH IN JHARKHAND OVER WITCHCRAFT
ALLEGATIONS

Four people have been arrested in the eastern Indian state of Jharkhand for allegedly
burning to death a woman and her 10-month-old son on suspicion of practising witchcraft
earlier this week. The woman's husband, who was also attacked, suffered severe burns and
is in hospital. Police say they are searching for more people who may be involved. The
accused are in custody and haven't commented publicly yet. According to the National
Crime Records Bureau, more than 2,500 people, mostly women, were Killed in India on
suspicion of witchcraft between 2000 and 2016. (BBC News Web Page: 20/02/26, FARUK)
TRUMP'S BOARD OF PEACE MEMBERS PLEDGE $7BN IN GAZA RELIEF

Several countries which have signed up to Donald Trump's Board of Peace have contributed
more than $7bn towards a Gaza "relief package", the US president has said. Trump made
the announcement during the first meeting of the organization that many of US's Western
allies have refused to join, fearing the body originally meant to help end the war between
Israel and Hamas may be intended to replace the UN. The second phase of a US-brokered
Gaza ceasefire plan includes the disarmament of Hamas and the reconstruction of Gaza. It
"looks like" Hamas would disarm, Trump told participants. However, there are few signs of
the Palestinian group disarming. Gazans say it is extending its control over the Strip.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/02/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL BLOCKS PALESTINIANS FROM ATTENDING RAMADAN FRIDAY PRAYERS
AT AL-AQSA

Israel is severely restricting Palestinians access to the Al-Agsa Mosque compound in
occupied East Jerusalem for the first Friday prayers of Ramadan, with many hundreds
gueueing at the Qalandiya checkpoint near Ramallah, hoping and waiting to get in. But
Israeli authorities said on Friday they would allow no more than 10,000 Palestinians from the
occupied West Bank into one of Islam's holiest sites for the day, and only with permits - a
fraction of the number who have visited to mark the occasion in previous years. Only
children under the age of 12, men over 55, and women 50 years or older are eligible. Israel's
Channel 12 reported that only about 2,000 Palestinians were able to cross through the
Qalandiya checkpoint towards Jerusalem by the morning, amid a state of Israeli military high
alert at checkpoints separating the West Bank and East Jerusalem.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/02/26, FARUK)

INDONESIA, MOROCCO, KOSOVO AMONG FIVE COUNTRIES TO SEND TROOPS
UNDER GAZA PLAN

Indonesia, Morocco, Kazakhstan, Kosovo and Albania have pledged to send troops to Gaza,
the commander of a newly created International Stabilization Force (ISF) has said during a
meeting of United States President Donald Trump's so-called Board of Peace. US Army
General Jasper Jeffers, who has been appointed as the head of a future Gaza stabilization
force by Trump's board, said on Thursday that the Indonesian contingent to the mission has
"accepted the position of deputy commander”. "With these first steps, we will help bring the
security that Gaza needs," Jeffers said during a meeting of the board in Washington, DC.
(BBC News Web Page: 20/02/26, FARUK)

MAJOR ROAD CRASH LEAVES 18 DEAD, 3 INJURED IN NORTHERN EGYPT

A collision between a truck and a passenger pick-up in Egypt's northeastern Port Said
province has left 18 people dead, mostly fishermen, and three others injured, according to
reports. The crash at approximately 12:30pm local time on Thursday occurred on the 30
June Axis highway, to the south of Port Said, according to Egypt's state-run Al-Ahram
newspaper. Survivors of the collision are being treated in hospital, and public prosecutors
have launched an investigation into the circumstances of the accident, according to Al-
Ahram. (BBC News Web Page: 20/02/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



