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HIGHLIGHTS

Expressing deep concern over misleading reports of different media centering clashes between police and
Inquilab Moncho, demanding justice for Shaheed Osman Hadi, Chief Adviser's Press Secretary Shafiqul
Alam said the govt expected responsible journalism from media. [Jago FM: -18]

BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman said a group is involved in a conspiracy after seeing the rising tide of
'Sheaf of Paddy' across country. If anyone conspires to stop the elections, they will be given a befitting
reply. [Jago FIM:-16 |

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Dr Shafiqur Rahman has said there will be no majority-minority
distinction in country, stating that Bangladesh belongs to all its citizens, regardless of religion or
ethnicity. [BBC: 3]

CPD does not consider the 13t National polls to be inclusive. Citing data from various surveys, it said
that if the opinions & participation of a large population are ignored, the acceptability of the election
may be questioned. [BBC: -5]

Nearly three-quarters of the country's voters believe that development can only be ensured if roads,
bridges and culverts are built and employment is created- according to a recent survey by the CPD.
[DW:-15 ]
Bangladesh Hindu Bouddha Christian Oikya Parishad has expressed deep concern & dissatisfaction over
the neglect of ensuring minority rights & interests in the election manifestos of political parties.[BBC:-T ]

Various discussions and analyses are taking place in political circles regarding the manifestos announced
by the participating political parties promising the future in the upcoming 13th National elections.

[BBC:11 ]
Chattogram Bandar Rokkha Sangram Parishad has declared an indefinite strike from today over 4
demands, including the cancellation of a proposed deal to hand over operations of the New Mooring
Container Terminal to UAE-based operator, DP World. [DW: -14]

At least 10 individuals were seriously injured, including 3 gunshots, during a clash between supporters of
BNP & an independent candidate over election campaigning in Mollakandi Sadar upazila of Munshigan].
[Jago FM: -19]
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BBC

US WANTS RUSSIA AND UKRAINE TO END WAR BY JUNE: ZELENSKY

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky says the US wants the war with Russia to end by
June, adding that both sides had been invited to the US for talks next week. "America
proposed for the first time that the two negotiating teams - Ukraine and Russia - meet in the
United States of America, probably in Miami, in a week. We confirmed our participation," he
said. There was no immediate comment from Washington or Moscow, but US President
Donald Trump has been pushing for an end for the conflict since he took office again more
than a year ago. Meanwhile, Russia has continued its attacks on Ukraine's energy
infrastructure - causing further widespread blackouts during freezing conditions.

(BBC News Web Page: 07/02/26, FARUK)

ZAMBIAN LEADER BACKS TRADITIONAL GHANAIAN OUTFIT AFTER ONLINE
TROLLING

Zambia's president has weighed into a cultural debate that has erupted online after the
president of Ghana arrived in Zambia wearing a traditional outfit called a fugu. Some
Zambians mockingly called it a "blouse". But Zambia's leader hit back by sharing his love for
the design, saying he would be "ordering more of that stuff" for himself, in a video posted on
X from the Ghana-Zambia Business Forum held in Lusaka this week. Ghana's foreign
minister said the social media buzz was a sign that young people were keen to reclaim their
cultural roots. (BBC News Web Page: 07/02/26, FARUK)

TRUMP THREATENS TARIFFS FOR COUNTRIES TRADING WITH IRAN

US President Donald Trump has signed an executive order threatening to impose additional
tariffs on countries that continue to trade with Iran. The order, issued on Friday, does not
specify the rate that could be imposed, but uses 25% as an example. It says the tariff could
apply to goods imported into the US from any nation that "directly or indirectly purchases,
imports, or otherwise acquires any goods or services from Iran". Trump has not directly
commented on the order but reiterated "no nuclear weapons" for Iran when speaking from
Air Force One on Friday night. It comes as talks continue between senior US and Iranian
officials in Oman, following several weeks of threats from both sides.

(BBC News Web Page: 07/02/26, FARUK)

MILAN-CORTINA GAMES BEGIN WITH VIBRANT OPENING CEREMONY

The Milan-Cortina Winter Olympic Games are officially under way after a vibrant opening
ceremony split across four locations. Milan's iconic San Siro stadium was the primary venue,
with elements of the ceremony also taking place in Cortina, Livigno and Predazzo. Despite
concerns over the logistics of a multi-location ceremony, it was an impressive production that
went off without a hitch. Two Olympic cauldrons were lit - one in Milan and the other in
Cortina - with Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli performing a rousing rendition of Nessun Dorma
as the torch entered the San Siro. That followed a jubilant ending to the athlete's parade,
with the Italy team the last to be brought out to huge cheers in all four locations.

(BBC News Web Page: 07/02/26, FARUK)

GAZANS RETURNING THROUGH RAFAH CROSSING DESCRIBE CHECKS BY
PALESTINIAN MILITIA

Two Gazan women who passed through the newly reopened Rafah crossing with Egypt on
Monday have told the BBC that a local Palestinian militia linked to Israel carried out checks
at an Israeli military checkpoint inside the Gaza Strip. Lamia Rabia, who was travelling with
her children, said they were escorted by Israeli forces from the border to a nearby
checkpoint where members of the Abu Shabab militia, also known as the Popular Forces,
searched them and their belongings. "There was a woman from the Abu Shabab group who
conducted the searches on the women," she told the BBC.

(BBC News Web Page: 07/02/26, FARUK)
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US TRANSFERS ISIL DETAINEES TO IRAQ AS NORTHEAST SYRIA BASE DRAWS
DOWN

United States forces have transported a third group of ISIL (ISIS) detainees from Ghwayran
prison in Syria's Hasakah province to Iraq by land, as activity around a US military base in
the region points to possible operational changes. The transfer on Saturday forms part of a
trilateral arrangement, which has emerged as part of a painstaking ceasefire after deadly
clashes involving the Syrian government and the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), under
which detainees held in northeastern Syria are being relocated to Iraqgi custody. US forces
are the third party to that agreement. Earlier, US Central Command (Centcom) confirmed the
start of a broader operation to move detainees from facilities across the region, with officials
outlining a plan to transfer about 7,000 prisoners. (BBC News Web Page: 07/02/26, FARUK)
RSF DRONE ATTACK KILLS 24 DISPLACED CIVILIANS FLEEING WAR IN SUDAN

A drone attack carried out by the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) has hit a vehicle transporting
displaced families in central Sudan, killing at least 24 people, including eight children, the
Sudan Doctors Network said. The attack on Saturday occurred near the city of Rahad in
North Kordofan province, the medical monitoring group reported, adding that the passengers
had fled fighting in the Dubeiker area. Among the children killed were two infants, the
network said in a statement posted on X. The latest attack follows a serious of drone attacks
on humanitarian aid convoys and fuel trucks across North Kordofan which on Friday killed at
least one person and wounding several others. (BBC News Web Page: 07/02/26, FARUK)
VENEZUELA'S NATIONAL ASSEMBLY LEADER SETS DEADLINE FOR PRISONER
RELEASE

The president of Venezuela's National Assembly, Jorge Rodriguez, has announced that his
government plans to release all political prisoners no later than February 13. Friday's
announcement was seen as a positive step towards addressing human rights abuses under
the leadership of former President Nicolas Maduro. But critics have long been sceptical of
promises made by the Venezuelan government, which remains led by Maduro's close allies.
Speaking to the family members of political prisoners in the capital Caracas, Rodriguez set a
clear deadline for the mass release. (BBC News Web Page: 07/02/26, FARUK)

TRUMP'S 'BOARD OF PEACE' TO CONVENE IN WASHINGTON, DISCUSS GAZA:
REPORT

United States President Donald Trump's so-called "Board of Peace", tasked with overseeing
governance in the Gaza Strip as part of a US-led peace plan, will convene in Washington,
DC, later this month for its first meeting, according to online news outlet Axios. The outlet,
quoting a US official and diplomats from four countries who are part of the board, reported
on Friday that plans for the meeting on February 19 - which will also serve as a fundraising
event for the reconstruction of Gaza amid Israel's genocide in the enclave - are still tentative
and could change. Axios reports that the meeting is scheduled for the day after Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is scheduled to meet with President Trump at the White
House. (BBC News Web Page: 07/02/26, FARUK)
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