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HIGHLIGHTS

Home Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Md Jahangir Alam Chowdhury has warned that legal action will be taken
against anyone attempting to disrupt internet services during the election period. (BBC: 03)

Foreign Affairs Adviser Md Touhid Hossain has said he expects voter turnout in the upcoming national
election to exceed 55 percent. (BBC: 03)

Bangladesh Bank is set to impose strict limits on mobile financial services (MFS) and internet banking
transactions ahead of the upcoming national parliamentary elections. (Jago FM: 09)

BNP has objected to Election Commission regarding the appointment of the National Cadet Corps (BNCC)
in the national parliamentary elections. (BBC: 04)

Election Observer Society holds a human chain with several demands, including ensuring allowances and
adequate security for observers of the 13th parliamentary elections. (Jago FM: 09)

BNP has alleged that an unusually large number of voters had been migrated to certain constituencies in
Dhaka city and other parts of the country in the last one and a half years. (Jago FM: 08)

DB Cyber Crime Unit has said an investigation into the allegations that the X account of Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Dr. Shafiqur Rahman was hacked. (BBC: 03)

Nurunnesa Siddique, secretary of the women's wing of Jamaat-e-Islami, said they supported the party by
accepting that women cannot take leadership positions in Islamic organizations. (BBC: 05)

India's Union Budget 2026-27 has significantly reduced the allocation for Bangladesh to Rs 60 crore, half

of the previous year. (Jago FM: 10)
R Dhaka court has imposed a travel han on Mohammad Ejaz, the Administrator of Dhaka North City
Corporation, preventing him from leaving the country. (BBC: 04)
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BBC

DEADLY GUN AND BOMB ATTACKS HIT PAKISTAN'S BALOCHISTAN PROVINCE

A series of gun and bomb attacks across Pakistan's south-western Balochistan province
have killed 31 civilians and 17 security service personnel, the region's Chief Minister Sarfraz
Bugti says. Security forces responding to the violence killed at least 145 attackers, according
to Bugti. The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) rebel group had earlier said it was behind
the attacks, claiming dozens of soldiers were killed. The escalation is one of the deadliest
days of violence in the impoverished province, where Pakistan's government has been
battling an ethnic insurgency for decades. (BBC News Web Page: 01/02/26, FARUK)
SLOVAKIA PM'S NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER RESIGNS OVER EPSTEIN LINKS
The national security adviser to Slovakia's prime minister has resigned after documents
released by the US showed he exchanged messages about girls and diplomacy with the late
sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. Robert Fico announced he had accepted Miroslav Lajcak's
departure in a video message on Saturday, describing the adviser as "an incredible source
of experience in diplomacy and foreign policy". The resignation comes a day after three
million files relating to the influential financier were released by the US Department of
Justice. While the files do not show any wrongdoing on the part of those featured, including
Lajcak, they have raised renewed questions for those who associated with Epstein.

(BBC News Web Page: 01/02/26, FARUK)

ISRAELI AIR STRIKES KILL AT LEAST 32 PALESTINIANS IN GAZA: RESCUE
OFFICIALS

At least 32 people have been killed in a wave of israeli air strikes across the Gaza Strip on
Saturday, according to local authorities. The civil defence agency, which is operated by
Hamas, says children and women were among those killed. It added that in one attack,
helicopter gunships hit a tent sheltering displaced people in the southern city of Khan
Younis. Palestinians have described these strikes as the heaviest since the second phase of
the ceasefire, brokered by US President Trump last October, came into effect earlier this
month. The Israeli military confirmed that a number of strikes were carried out in response to
what it said was a Hamas violation of the agreement on Friday.

(BBC News Web Page: 01/02/26, FARUK)

FIVE KILLED IN GAS EXPLOSIONS IN IRAN: OFFICIALS

Five people have been killed in two separate explosions in Iran which local officials and state
media say were caused by gas leaks. One person was killed and 14 injured in a blast at a
residential building in the southern city of Bandar Abbas on the Gulf coast, a local official told
Iran's semi-official Mehr news agency. Another explosion killed four people in the south-
western city of Ahvaz, the state-run Tehran Times reported. It comes as tensions persist in
the region after a build-up of US forces in the Gulf and pressure on Tehran from US
President Donald Trump to strike a deal on its nuclear programme.

(BBC News Web Page: 01/02/26, FARUK)
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IRAN IN 'SERIOUS DISCUSSIONS' WITH US, TRUMP SAYS, AS MILITARY THREAT
LOOMS

Donald Trump says Iran was in "serious discussions" following the build-up of US military
forces nearby, as Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei warned any attack would
spark a regional conflict. The US president said he hoped negotiations would lead to
something "acceptable". Iran's top security official Ali Larijani also said a framework for
negotiations was progressing. Trump has threatened to intervene in Iran over its nuclear
ambitions and after its deadly crackdown on anti-government protests. "The Americans
should know that if they start a war, this time it will be a regional war," Khamenei wax quoted
as saying by the semi-official Tasnim news agency.

(BBC News Web Page: 01/02/26, FARUK)

INDIA PUSHES LOCAL INDUSTRY AS GLOBAL TENSIONS RISE

India's Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has presented her annual budget for 2026-27,
announcing higher infrastructure spending and measures to support domestic manufacturing
amid rising global uncertainties. India is expected to close this financial year with 7.4% gross
domestic product (GDP) growth according to the country's Economic Survey, but economic
expansion will slow slightly next year as US President Donald Trump's 50% tariffs on Indian
exporters start taking a greater toll. The budget has laid a strong emphasis on fiscal
restraint, targeting a lower deficit for the upcoming financial year. The fiscal deficit is the gap
between the government's total expenditure and its total revenue.

(BBC News Web Page: 01/02/26, FARUK)

MORE THAN 200 KILLED IN MINE COLLAPSE IN DR CONGO

More than 200 people have been killed in a mine collapse in eastern Democratic Republic of
Congo, rebel authorities have said. The mine, in the town of Rubaya, gave way on
Wednesday due to heavy rains, Lumumba Kambere Muyisa, spokesman for the North Kivu
region's rebel governor, told reporters. At the time, the death toll remained unclear. Women
and children were among those mining coltan - a mineral used to manufacture electronics
such as smartphones and computers - at the time. A former supervisor of the mine told the
BBC the site was not properly maintained, making accidents more likely and hampering
rescue efforts when they occur. (BBC News Web Page: 01/02/26, FARUK)

US ENVOY ARRIVES IN VENEZUELA TO REOPEN MISSION AFTER SEVEN YEARS
The top United States envoy for Venezuela has arrived in Caracas to reopen a US
diplomatic mission seven years after ties were severed. Laura Dogu announced her arrival in
a post on yon Saturday, saying, "My team and | are ready to work." The move comes almost
one month after US forces abducted Venezuela's then-president, Nicolas Maduro, from the
presidential palace in Caracas, on the orders of US President Donald Trump. Maduro was
then taken to a prison in New York, and is facing drug trafficking and narcoterrorism
conspiracy charges. The move has been widely criticized as a violation of international law.
(BBC News Web Page: 01/02/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



