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HIGHLIGHTS

Chief Advisor Dr Muhammad Yunus has expressed optimism that this year's election will be 'one of the
best elections' in country's history. He adds, almost 90% of goals with which interim govt. started
working, have been implemented. [Jago FM: 24]

Senior Secretary of Bangladesh Election Commission Secretariat Akhtar Ahmed has said there is no
concern about the 13t national elections and referendum to be held on February 12. [Jago FM: 25]

Interim govt. is set to sign a trade deal with United States at the end of its term. The govt hopes that
the new deal will significantly reduce the additional tariffs imposed by the Trump administration.

[BBC: 13]
Referring to the Sheaf of Paddy as a symbol of independence, sovereignty & changing people's destiny,
BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman has called on people to start journey of rebuilding country by voting for
the Sheaf of Paddy on February 12. [Jago FM: 22]

Jatiya Party-hacked candidate for Dhaka-11 constituency Shamim Ahmed has filed a writ petition seeking
suspension of the candidacy of NCP nominated candidate Nahid Islam, on allegations of dual citizenship.
[BBC: 16]
Bangladesh has granted Japan duty-free access to 98 service sectors under the Economic Partnership
Rgreement. In return, Japan has granted Bangladesh duty-free access to 120 service sectors.
[Jago FM: 24]
India is watching the February 12 elections in Bangladesh with eagerness & anxiety. It is quite rare in
Delhi to observe such a cautious approach to the general elections of a neighboring country.  [BBC: 10]

EC has reversed its previous decision to permit voters, candidates, agents, journalists & observers to
carry mobile phones into polling centers after widespread criticism from several political parties.
[BBC: 09]

Amidst the threats surrounding national elections, disinformation spreading on social media poses a silent
threat. Analysts warn, this wave of well-organized propaganda could seriously influence voters' decisions.
[DW: 21]
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BBC

HONG KONG COURT JAILS MEDIA TYCOON AND BRITISH CITIZEN JIMMY LAI FOR
20 YEARS

Jimmy Lai, Hong Kong's pro-democracy media tycoon, has been jailed for 20 years for
colluding with foreign forces under the city's controversial national security law. Rights
groups called it a death sentence for the 78-year-old, whose family has raised concerns
about his health, but Hong Kong's leader said it was "deeply gratifying”. This is the harshest
punishment to be handed down under the law, which China imposed after huge protests in
2019 demanding more freedom, and defend as essential for the city's stability.

(BBC News Web Page: 09/02/26, FARUK)
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JAPANESE STOCKS SURGE AS TAKAICHI SECURES HISTORIC ELECTION VICTORY
Japanese stocks surged to a record high on Monday, as Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) basked in a historic election victory. The LDP secured 316
out of 465 seats in Sunday's election, the first time a single party has won a two-thirds lower
house majority since Japan's parliament was established in its current form in 1947. The
Japan Innovation Party, the LDP's coalition partner, won in 36 more constituencies, taking
their combined total to 352 seats. The resounding mandate is a gamble that paid off for
Takaichi, who now faces the challenge of reviving Japan's moribund economy and tackling
cost-of-living woes. (BBC News Web Page: 09/02/26, FARUK)

OUTRAGE AS SOUTH KOREAN OFFICIAL SUGGESTS 'IMPORTING' FOREIGN
WOMEN TO BOOST BIRTH RATE

A South Korean official who suggested the country "import young women" from "Vietnam or
Sri Lanka" to boost its birth-rate has been expelled from his party. Kim Hee-soo, the head of
the southern Jindo County, said the woman could be married off to "young men in rural
areas" during a town hall last week. The suggestion comes as South Korea continues to
grapple with the lowest birth-rates in the world, which could see the country's 50 million-
strong population drop by half in 60 years. But Kim's statement, which was televised, did not
go down well - triggering a diplomatic protest from Vietham, days of public anger and his
expulsion from the ruling Democratic Party. (BBC News Web Page: 09/02/26, FARUK)
VENEZUELA'S OPPOSITION SAYS PARTY LEADER KIDNAPPED HOURS AFTER
BEING FREED

Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado said her opposition colleague Juan
Pablo Guanipa has been kidnapped just hours after being released from detention. The
Nobel Peace Prize winner said on Sunday that Guanipa, leader of the Justice First party,
was taken in the Los Chorros neighbourhood of the capital, Caracas. "Heavily armed men
dressed in civilian clothes arrived in four vehicles and took him away by force," she wrote on
social media early on Monday. A former vice-president of the National Assembly, Guanipa
spent eight months in prison and was among several political prisoners released since the
US seized Venezuela's then-President Nicolas Maduro in January.

(BBC News Web Page: 09/02/26, FARUK)

ERITREA ACCUSES ETHIOPIA OF FABRICATING REPORT ITS TROOPS HAD
CROSSED THE BORDER

Eritrea has hit back at its neighbour Ethiopia describing accusations that its troops were on
Ethiopian territory as "false". On Saturday, a letter sent from Ethiopia's foreign minister to his
Eritrean counterpart demanded that the soldiers withdraw. It also accused Eritrea of "outright
aggression" saying it was conducting joint manoeuvres with Ethiopian rebels in the north and
supplying them with weapons. In its response Eritrea said this was part of a "spiral of hostile
campaigns against Eritrea for more than two years". There has long been a history of
tension between Ethiopia and Eritrea, which split off from its larger neighbour three decades
ago, and there are fears of a renewed conflict. (BBC News Web Page: 09/02/26, FARUK)
POLICE PEPPER SPRAY PROTESTERS AS ISRAELI PRESIDENT VISITS SYDNEY
Australian police have used pepper spray against protesters in Sydney demonstrating
against Israeli President Isaac Herzog's visit to the country. A number of people were
arrested after scuffles with police officers broke out on Monday. Herzog earlier laid a wreath
and two stones from Jerusalem at Bondi Beach, the site of a mass shooting at a Jewish
festival in December during which 15 people - including a 10-year-old girl - were killed.
Australia's senior Jewish leaders hope that Herzog's four-day visit will comfort a grieving
community, but others have warned he should not have been invited due to allegations he
has incited genocide in Gaza - a claim he denies. (BBC News Web Page: 09/02/26, FARUK)
FOURTEEN KILLED IN LATEST LEBANON BUILDING COLLAPSE, AS WARNINGS OF
NEGLECT GROW

The death toll from the collapse of two residential buildings in the northern Lebanese city of
Tripoli has risen to 14, state media say. Eight people were rescued alive, Civil Defence
director general Imad Khreiss said. Khreiss said the two adjoining buildings were home to 22
residents, but local municipal authorities warned people could still be missing. Social media
footage captured the moment the buildings collapsed, with one side giving way at the lower
floors before both structures fell almost simultaneously. The latest disaster is the fifth
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residential building collapse in Tripoli this winter, highlighting growing concerns over old and
undermaintained buildings in Lebanon's poorest city.

(BBC News Web Page: 09/02/26, FARUK)

CENTRE-LEFT CANDIDATE POISED TO COMFORTABLY WIN PORTUGUESE
PRESIDENCY

Centre-left candidate Antonio Jose Seguro is poised to comfortably beat his far-right, rival to
the Portuguese presidency after a run-off vote. With 95% of votes counted, Seguro has won
66%, with the leader of the far-right Chega (Enough) party, Andre Ventura, trailing behind on
34%. The two men went head-to-head in a campaign at times overshadowed by the deadly
storms that has lashed the country in recent days. Seguro, 63, had been backed by
politicians on both sides of the aisle, with several conservative figures voicing support for the
moderate socialist to see off his far-right opponent.

(BBC News Web Page: 09/02/26, FARUK)

CHILD AMONG 4 KILLED IN LATEST RUSSIAN MISSILE AND DRONE BARRAGE:
UKRAINE

At least four people, including a woman and her child, have been killed in Russian drone
attacks on Ukraine, according to local officials. The Ukrainian air force said in a statement on
Monday that Russian forces fired 11 ballistic missiles and 149 drones across Ukraine
overnight. The attacks killed a woman and her 10-year-old son in a residential area of the
eastern town of Bohodukhiv, as well as a 71-year-old man in the northern Chernihiv region,
Ukrainian officials said. Another person was Killed and two others wounded in the southern
port city of Odesa, according to regional Governor Oleh Kiper. Residential infrastructure and
a gas pipeline were also damaged in an attack on a residential building in the area, said
Kiper, accusing Russia of committing "another war crime ... against civilians".

(BBC News Web Page: 09/02/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



