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HIGHLIGHTS

BNP has extended heartfelt greetings & congratulations to people across country following the party's
victory in a large number of seats in the I13th National Parliamentary Election. [Jago FM: 12]

Chief Adviser Dr Muhammad Yunus has extended his heartfelt congratulations and gratitude to the entire
nation for successful completion of election & referendum in a peaceful, orderly & festive environment.
[DW: 11]
Calling for post-election harmony, Muhammad Yunus urged political parties and candidates to uphold
democratic decency, tolerance and mutual respect even after announcement of final results. [Jago FIM: 15]

EC has expressed heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to all the stakeholders for their full cooperation in
holding the 13th national election in a free, fair & impartial manner. [Jago FM: 18]

Despite various complaints from candidates & isolated incidents in some constituencies of country,
National Election & referendum voting have concluded without any major untoward incidents. [BBC: 03]

The European Union Election Observation Mission says it has observed positive enthusiasm of voters in
participating in the polls of national parliamentary election of Bangladesh. [R. Today: 20]

In a statement, ousted PM Sheikh Hasina has called the elections held in BD a "farce" & "fraudulent. She
demanded cancellation of the election & new elections under a neutral caretaker government.  [DW: 11]

Leaders of several political parties & independent candidates have made allegations & counter-allegations
surrounding election. Jamaat-e-Islami Amir Shafiqur Rahman has accused his opponents of exerting

influence. [BBC: 07]
R delegation of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami & 11-party alliance has submitted more than 100 video clips
and supporting documents to EC as evidence of irregularities in the election. [Jago FM: 17]

Islami Andolon Bangladesh has alleged irregularities in various polling centers in Patuakhali-1, Noakhali-1,
Bhola-1 and Narsingdi-5 constituencies. [Jago FM: 17]

At least 9 people, including an assistant presiding officer, were reported dead in various parts of
country, including Dhaka, on polling day in the 13th national parliamentary election. [JTago FM: 19]
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BBC

POLLS CLOSE IN FIRST ELECTION SINCE GEN Z PROTESTS OUSTED BANGLADESH
LEADER

Votes are being counted in Bangladesh after the country held its first election since student-
led protests ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in 2024. More than 2,000 candidates are
vying for a seat in parliament, though none from Hasina's now-banned Awami League party.
As many as 1,400 protesters were killed during the 2024 uprising, the UN says - with Hasina
accused of having directly ordered the crackdown, an allegation she denies. The election
pits the center-right Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) against a coalition led by the
Islamist Jamaat-e-Islami which has joined forces with a party born out of the student
uprising. Results are expected on Friday. Voters were also casting their ballots in a
referendum on constitutional change proposed by the interim government to fix what it has
called a completely broken political system. Nearly a million police and soldiers have been
deployed to maintain law and order. Speaking after voting, interim leader Muhammad Yunus
said the country had "ended the nightmare and begun a new dream". He voted in the capital
Dhaka, as did the two leading candidates, Tarigue Rahman for the BNP and Jamaat's leader
Shafigur Rahman. (BBC News Web Page: 12/02/26, FARUK)

KIM JONG UN CHOOSES TEEN DAUGHTER AS HEIR: SEOUL
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North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has selected his daughter as his heir, South Korea's spy
agency told lawmakers on Thursday. Little is known about Kim Ju Ae, who in recent months
has been pictured beside her father in high-profile events like a visit to Beijing in September-
her first known trip abroad. The National Intelligence Service (NIS) said it took a "range of
circumstances" into account including her increasingly prominent public presence at official
events" in making this assessment. (BBC News Web Page: 12/02/26, FARUK)

RUSSIA ORDERS BLOCK ON WHATSAPP IN MESSAGING APP CRACKDOWN

Russia has ordered a block on WhatsApp, as the Kremlin continues to tighten restrictions on
messaging apps. Meta-owned WhatsApp said the move aimed to push more than 100
million of its app users in Russia to a "state-owned surveillance app". Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told the BBC that the decision had been made "due to Meta's unwillingness
to comply with the norms and the letter of Russian law". He has said Meta could resume
operations if it "complies with the law and enters into dialogue ". Asked whether authorities
were trying to force Russians to use the state-developed Max app, Peskov said the "national
messenger is an available alternative" for Russians.

(BBC News Web Page: 12/02/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST 21 DEAD AFTER BOAT SINKS ON SUDAN'S RIVER NILE

At least 21 people have died after a passenger boat sank in River Nile state in northern
Sudan, a medical group has told the BBC. The boat was travelling between the villages of
Tayba al-Khawad and Deim al-Qarai, carrying nearly 30 passengers, including women,
elderly people and children, the Sudan Doctors Network said. "Rescue teams are continuing
with their work since there could be more bodies," said Dr Mohammed Faisal Hassan, the
network's spokesperson. Authorities in River Nile state said on Thursday that 21 bodies had
been recovered, AFP news agency reported. (BBC News Web Page: 12/02/26, FARUK)

US HOUSE VOTES TO OVERTURN TRUMP'S TARIFFS ON CANADA

The US House of Representatives has voted to rescind US President Donald Trump's tariffs
on Canadian goods. In a 219 to 211 vote, six Republican lawmakers joined Democrats to
back a resolution that seeks to end the tariffs Trump imposed on Canada last year. The vote
is largely symbolic as it will still need to be approved by the US Senate and then approved
by Trump, who is very unlikely to sign it into law. Since his re-election, Donald Trump has
imposed a series of tariffs on Canada, recently threatening a 100% import tax in response to
Canada's proposed trade deal with China. (BBC News Web Page: 12/02/26, FARUK)
CHINA'S X1 JINPING MAKES RARE REFERENCE TO RECENT MILITARY PURGE
Chinese President Xi Jinping has made a rare public reference to a recent crackdown which
saw the country's top military general removed. General Zhang Youxia, who was widely
seen as Xi's closest military ally, was removed from his post in January. He was accused of
"serious violations of discipline and law" - typically a euphemism for corruption. Speaking in
a virtual address on Tuesday, Xi said the past year had been "unusual and extraordinary",
adding that the army had "undergone revolutionary tempering in the fight against corruption".
Since coming to power, President Xi has launched waves of anti-corruption drives, which
critics say have also been used as a tool to purge political rivals.

(BBC News Web Page: 12/02/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::
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