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HIGHLIGHTS

Home Affairs Adviser Lieutenant General (Retd) Md. Jahangir Alam Chowdhury has said there is no
possibility of disrupting or foiling the forthcoming 13th national election. (BBC: 18)

R total of 21,508 postal ballots cast by Bangladeshi voters overseas have reached the country ahead of
the 13th parliamentary election, the Election Commission has said. (Jago FM: 18)

Rhead of the 13th National polls, questions are being raised about statements made by political leaders
such as ‘go to polling centres before Fajr prayers. (BBC: 11)

The Int’l Crimes Tribunal-2 may deliver its verdict any day in a crime against humanity case filed over
the killing of Begum Rokeya University, Rangpur student Abu Sayed during the July Mass Uprising.
(BBC: 04)

Former Pakistani captain Wasim Akram has advised Pakistan to remain calm and focus on the matches
scheduled in Sri Lanka regarding ongoing tensions hetween ICC & Bangladesh. (Jago FM: 19)

Bangladesh is projected to be among the 6 countries most severely affected of extreme heat by 2050 as
per a new international study led by researchers from the University of Oxford. (Jago FM: 19)

NCP convener Nahid Islam has commented that the attack on Nasiruddin Patwari at Habibullah Bahar
College in Dhaka took place "on the order of Mirza Abbas and with the consent of Tarique Rahman."

(BBC: 03)
BNP leader Mirza Abbas has denied the allegations against him regarding the egg-throwing and attack
on NCP leader Nasiruddin Patwari. (BBC: 05)
Protests have heen held in Myanmar against the ongoing case at the International Court of Justice over
alleged Rohingya genocide. (DW: 15)
Two teenagers have been shot and injured apparently by stray bullets fired from Myanmar in Teknaf
upazila of Cox’s Bazar. (DW: 15)
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IMMIGRATION CHIEF AT CENTRE OF TRUMP'S CRACKDOWN SET TO LEAVE
MINNEAPOLIS

A top US immigration official is expected to leave the US city of Minneapolis in what may
mark a shift in the White House's tone after the fatal shooting of a second US citizen by
federal officers over the weekend. As Border Patrol Commander Gregory Bovino and some
immigration agents leave, President Donald Trump's border tsar Tom Homan will begin
leading on-the-ground efforts in city after the fatal shooting of Alex Pretti on Saturday
escalated tensions. Trump's decision may indicate the administration's interest in walking
back more aggressive federal action in his nationwide immigration crackdown.

(BBC News Web Page: 27/01/26, FARUK)

INDIA AND EU ANNOUNCE LANDMARK TRADE DEAL

The European Union and India have announced a landmark trade deal after nearly two
decades of on-off talks, as both sides aim to deepen ties amid tensions with the US. "We did
it, we delivered the mother of all deals," European Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen said at a media briefing in Delhi. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi called the pact
"historic". It will allow free trade of goods between the bloc of 27 European states and the
world's most populous country, which together make up nearly 25% of global gross domestic
product and a market of two billion people. The deal will see a number of huge tariff cuts
across a range of goods and services, and a joint security partnership.

(BBC News Web Page: 27/01/26, FARUK)

DEADLY US WINTER STORM LEAVES FLIGHTS DELAYED AND THOUSANDS
WITHOUT POWER

Several people have died in a winter storm that hit a wide swathe of the US, causing
thousands of flights to be cancelled or delayed due to severe conditions. The storm, which
caused chaos from Texas to the tip of Maine over the weekend, snarled roadways, knocked
out power, and buried major cities under a thick blanket of snow. Some areas in the north-
east saw more than 20in of snow during a 24-hour period, according to the National Weather
Service (NWS). Canadian officials also said the storm had seriously disrupted southern
Ontario. (BBC News Web Page: 27/01/26, FARUK)

PHILIPPINES DUTERTE FIT TO FACE ICC PROCEEDINGS: JUDGES

Judges at the International Criminal Court (ICC) have ruled that former Philippine president
Rodrigo Duterte is fit to attend pre-trial proceedings for alleged crimes against humanity. The
ICC also will hold a hearing in 23 February to decide whether the prosecution's case against
Duterte is strong enough to proceed to a trial. Duterte's lawyers earlier argued that the 80-
year-old was unfit to participate in the ICC proceedings citing "cognitive impairment". He has
been detained at the Hague since March 2025. He is accused of being responsible for
dozens of murders under his so-called war on drugs, during which thousands of small-time
drug dealers, users and others were killed without trial.

(BBC News Web Page: 27/01/26, FARUK)

JAPAN COURT ORDERS COMPENSATION FOR MIGRANTS LURED TO NORTH
KOREA

A Tokyo court has asked Pyongyang to pay 88 million Japanese yen ($570,000) to four
people who were lured to North Korea decades ago by a propaganda scheme. The plaintiffs
said the North was marketed to them as "paradise on Earth", but they instead found
themselves subject to harsh conditions, including forced labour. They later escaped.
Monday's ruling is largely symbolic with no real way to enforce it: North Korea has for years
ignored the lawsuit, and its leader Kim Jong Un has not responded to Japanese court
summons. But the ruling, which comes after a years-long legal battle in Japanese courts,
has been hailed by the plaintiffs lawyer as "historic".

(BBC News Web Page: 27/01/26, FARUK)

FIREFIGHTERS BATTLE 'EMERGENCY LEVEL' BLAZES IN AUSTRALIA HEATWAVE
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Firefighters in the Australian state of Victoria are battling at least six major fires as a record -
breaking heatwave hits the country's south-east. Two fires are currently burning at
"emergency leave" according to local broadcaster ABC News. Several communities have
been issued emergency warnings to either evacuate, watch and wait, or shelter in place. Fire
officials warn that the situation is changing rapidly and have asked locals to stay up to date
with the latest warnings. The Bureau of Meteorology says that parts of the state have seen
all-time temperature highs - with one area hitting a high of 48.9C. Melbourne has recorded a
temperature of 41C. (BBC News Web Page: 27/01/26, FARUK)

NIPAH VIRUS OUTBREAK IN INDIA TRIGGERS ASIA AIRPORT SCREENINGS

An outbreak of the deadly Nipah virus in India's West Bengal state has sparked concern in
parts of Asia, with some tightening screening measures at airports. Thailand has started
screening passengers at three airports that receive flights from West Bengal. Nepal has also
begun screening arrivals at Kathmandu airport and other land border points with India. Five
healthcare workers in West Bengal were infected by the virus early this month, one of whom
is in a critical condition. Some 110 people who were in contact with them have been
quarantined. The virus can spread from animals to humans. It has a high death range -
ranging from 40% to 75% - as there is no vaccine or medicine to treat it.

(BBC News Web Page: 27/01/26, FARUK)

TRUMP RAISES US TARIFFS ON SOUTH KOREA IMPORTS TO 25%

US President Donald Trump has announced he is raising tariffs on South Korean imports to
25% after accusing Seoul of "not living up" to a trade deal reached last year. In a post on
social media, Trump said he would increase levies on South Korea from 15% across a range
of products including automobiles, lumber, pharmaceuticals and "all other Reciprocal
TARIFFS". Trump said South Korean lawmakers have been slow to approve the deal while
"we have acted swiftly to reduce our TARIFFS in line with the Transaction agreed to". South
Korea said it had not been given official notice of the decision to raise tariffs on some of its
goods, and wanted urgent talks with Washington over the issue.

(BBC News Web Page: 27/01/26, FARUK)

SOUTH SUDAN ARMY THREAT TO 'SPARE NO-ONE' CONDEMNED

The UN says it is gravely concerned after a senior military leader in South Sudan urged his
troops to "spare no-one" including "children, the elderly, and civilians" when they are
deployed to opposition-held areas of the country. "Inflammatory rhetoric calling for violence
against civilians... is utterly abhorrent and must stop now," said the head of the UN's mission
in South Sudan. South Sudan's deputy army chief Gen Johnson Oluny made the call as he
addressed his Agwelek militia as they prepared to be sent to parts of Jonglei state. The
government said this was not an order. Forces aligned to South Sudan's suspended Vice-
President Riek Machar have captured several areas in recent weeks.

(BBC News Web Page: 27/01/26, FARUK)

UK CAN'T IGNORE CHINA, SAYS STARMER AHEAD OF BEIJING TRIP

Sir Keir Starmer has said the UK cannot afford to ignore the economic opportunities
presented by China, as be prepares to become the first British prime minister in eight years
to visit Beijing. In an interview with Bloomberg News, Sir Keir Starmer said his visit would
bring "significant opportunities" for British companies. He insisted the UK would not be
forced to "choose between" China and maintaining close ties to the US, amid rising trade
tensions between the two superpowers in recent years. The UK would maintain "close ties"
with the US on business, security and defence, he said, but added that "sticking your head in
the sand and ignoring China... wouldn't be sensible".

(BBC News Web Page: 27/01/26, FARUK)

:: THE END::



