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HIGHLIGHTS

BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman has said that only BNP can firmly control law & order in country &
provide security to people, stressing that only BNP can free the country from grip of corruption.

[Jago FM: 14]
NCP has unveiled a 36-point manifesto ahead of upcoming national elections. NCP Convener Nahid Islam
has said the party sticks to its own reform agenda despite joining 11-party alliance. [Jago FM: 14]

Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Dr. Shafiqur Rahman said that his party will work to build the country that
youth expect. Those who love Bangladesh will vote 'yes' first & second vote will he for justice.

[Jago FM: 16]
R total of 80 candidates from minority communities are contesting in national polls from various parties
& independently. Many of them are concerned about their safety & minority voters. They think govt. has
failed to ensure 'level playing field' for elections. [DW: 11]

3 political murders & 144 incidents of violence have occurred since the announcement of schedule for the
elections. Crime analysts think if conflict-prone districts cannot be identified & action taken quickly, law
& order situation could spiral out of control in national elections. [Jago FM: 15]

Following national polls & referendum, questions of legal complexity are emerging regarding nature &
procedural aspects of work of Parliament & Constitution Reform Council. There is also intense discussion
on social media about process of transferring power to an elected govt. [BBC: 04]

The interim government has taken the initiative to set the one-way airfare on the Saudi Arabia-
Bangladesh route for expatriate Bangladeshi workers at only Tk 20,000. [DW: 10]

More than 150 prisoners have heen exchanged through a flag meeting hetween the coast guards of
Bangladesh & India along the int’l maritime boundary. 128 Bangladeshi fishermen have been handed over
to their families. [DW: 11]
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BBC
TRUMP SAYS PUTIN WILL NOT ATTACK UKRAINE CITIES DURING COLD WEEK
US President Donald Trump says Russia's Vladimir Putin has agreed not to attack Ukraine's
capital, Kyiv, and other cities and towns for a week due to "extraordinary cold" weather.
Russia has not confirmed any such agreement, but Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky
welcomed Trump's announcement and said he expected Russia to keep its promise. Trump
did not specify when the pause would begin, but temperatures in the Ukrainian capital are
due to plummet from Thursday night and reach -24C in the next few days. Russia intensified
attacks on Ukraine's energy infrastructure during the bitter winter, as it has during cold
periods since the full-scale invasion began in 2022.
(BBC News Web Page: 30/01/26, FARUK)
EU ADDS IRAN'S REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS TO TERRORIST LIST
The European Union has added Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) to its
terrorist list in response to Tehran's deadly crackdown on protesters in recent weeks.
"Repression cannot go unanswered,” the bloc's top diplomat Kaja Kallas said, adding the
move would put the IRGC - a major military, economic and political force in Iran - on the
same level as jihadists like al-Qaeda and the Islamic State group. Iran's Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi, said the EU decision was a "stunt" and a "major strategic mistake". Human
Rights groups estimate thousands of protesters were killed by security forces, including the
IRGC, during weeks of unrest in December and January.
(BBC News Web Page: 30/01/26, FARUK)
'ITWILL BE GREAT' IF US 'DIDN'T HAVE TO USE MILITARY FORCE ON IRAN TRUMP
Donald Trump says he has told Iran it has to do "two things" to avoid military action, as the
US builds up its forces in the Gulf. "Number one, no nuclear. And number two, stop killing
protesters,” the US President said, adding that "they are killing them by the thousands". "We
have a lot of very big , very powerful ships sailing to Iran right now, and it would be great if
we didn't have to use them." His latest remarks follow weeks of pressure on Iran to negotiate
a deal on its nuclear programme. Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi has said armed
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forces were ready "with their fingers on the trigger” to "immediately and powerfully respond”
to any aggression. (BBC News Web Page: 30/01/26, FARUK)

PANAMA VOIDS HONG KONG-BASED FIRM'S CANAL PORT CONTRACTS

Panama's Supreme Court has annulled contracts allowing a Hong Kong-bssed company to
operate container ports on the Panama canal. The ruling comes a year after US President
Donald Trump claimed China was "operating the Panama Canal " - the main shipping link
between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans - in his inaugural speech. CK Hutchison Holding,
through subsidiary Panama Ports Company (PPC), has operated two of the five ports since
the 1990s. It had previously agreed to sell them to a group led by a US investment firm
under a wider deal. The court found that laws allowing the firm to operate the ports were
"unconstitutional”, but PPC said the ruling "lacks legal basis".

(BBC News Web Page: 30/01/26, FARUK)

BURKINA FASO JUNTA ANNOUNCES BAN ON ALL POLITICAL PARTIES

Burkina Faso's junta has announced a ban on all political parties, whose activities have been
suspended since the military seized power in 2022. Junta leader Captain Ibrahim Traore has
been criticized for suppressing dissent and the move will be seen as the latest move to
tighten control. According to Burkina Faso's Interior Minister Emile Zerbo, the ban is part of
plans to "rebuild the state" after what he said were "numerous abuses" in the country's
multiparty system. Zerbo said the system had been "promoting division among citizens and
weakening the social fabric". (BBC News Web Page: 30/01/26, FARUK)

SYRIAN GOVERNMENT REACHES DEAL WITH KURDISH-LED FORCES

Syria's government has reached a deal with the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) militia alliance that would see the gradual integration of Kurdish forces and institutions
into the state. This comes after weeks of clashes which saw Syrian troops reclaim large
swathes of territory in the north-east that had been under SDF control for more than a
decade. US envoy Tom Barrack called it "a profound and historic milestone in Syria's
journey toward national reconciliation, unity, and enduring stability". Earlier this month - and
after its major territorial losses - the SDF agreed to a ceasefire that saw much of its hold
brought under government control, but reports of clashes continued.

(BBC News Web Page: 30/01/26, FARUK)

WORRIED FAMILIES IN INDIA URGE RETURN OF CREW ON SHIP SEIZED BY IRAN
The families of 16 Indian seafarers held in Iran since December say they are anxious about
the fate of their loved ones as the geopolitical situation in the region remains tense. On 8
December, Iranian authorities seized an oil tanker, MT Valiant Roar, while it was in
international waters. They alleged that the ship, operated by Dubai-based Prime Tankers
LLC, was carrying 6,000 metric tonnes of illegal diesel. The company has denied this. Apart
from the 16 Indians, the crew has one person each from Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. The
Indian families of the crew members have approached the Delhi high court, asking it to issue
urgent directions to the government to secure consular access and ensure their safe return.
(BBC News Web Page: 30/01/26, FARUK)

S. AFRICA EXPELS ISRAELI ENVOY OVER 'VIOLATIONS OF DIPLOMATIC NORMS'
South Africa has expelled Israel's top diplomat in the country for "violating diplomatic norms",
including making "insulting remarks" against South African President Cyril Ramaphosa. Ariel
Seidman, charge d'affaires at Israeli embassy, has been declared persona non grata and
given 72 hours to leave the country, South Africa's foreign ministry says. He has been
accused of using official social media platforms to attack Ramaphosa and inviting Israeli
officials to South Africa without permission. Relations between the two countries have been
frosty since South Africa accused Israel of genocide against Palestinians at the International
Court of Justice, a charge Israel has rejected. (BBC News Web Page: 30/01/26, FARUK)
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