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HIGHLIGHTS

BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman has pledged to govern Bangladesh in line with the ideals of Prophet
Muhammad if his party wins the February 12 national election. [Jago FM: 12]

NCP convener Nahid Islam has criticized BNP's campaign to provide family cards to people if it comes
to power. He said, on the one hand, the party is saying to provide family cards and on the other hand,
it is trying to take loan defaulters to parliament. [Jago FM: 12]

Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Dr. Shafiqur Rahman has issued strong warnings against resurgence of fascism in
a new guise, stating that any such attempt will result in consequences similar to fall of Awami League
govt. on August 5. [Jago FM: 13]

CID's cyber unit will monitor online platforms before and after the elections-— said head of police's
criminal investigation department. [BBC: 03]

59.41% of BNP candidates contesting in the parliamentary polls have outstanding loans, according to
Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB). [BBC: 03]

The government has approved 'Dhaka Central University Ordinance, 2026' a measure aimed at bringing
seven government colleges in the capital under a unified academic structure. [BBC: 03]

The Chinese embassy in Dhaka has strongly protested the comments made by newly appointed US
Embassador to Bangladesh. The embassy spokesperson said the US ambassador's statement was
irresponsible, completely baseless & ulterior motives. [Jago FM: 15]

In new settlement after mass uprising, the voters' expectations have not reflected in election campaign
rather, there are allegations of increased use of religion in this election. Analysts blame voter’s ignorance
for the use of religion in politics. [BBC: 08]

Bangladesh remains firm on not playing 2026 T20 World Cup matches in India. Sports Adviser Asif
Nazrul and BCB President Aminul Islam Bulbul have expressed dissatisfaction with the ICC's decision.
[BBC: 0]
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BBC

TWO DEAD AND SEVERAL MISSING IN NEW ZEALAND LANDSLIDES

Two people have died and several are feared buried after landslides in New Zealand's North
Island. The deaths were reported at Welcome Bay, while rescue workers are still searching
through rubble at a different site in a popular campground on Mount Maunganui. There are
no "signs of life", authorities said, adding that they have a "rough idea" of how many people
are missing but are waiting for an exact figure. They provided no other details except try that
the group includes "at least one young girl". The landslides were triggered by heavy rains
over the last few days, which led to flooding and power outages across North Island. One
minister said the east coast resembled "a war zone".

(BBC News Web Page: 22/01/26, FARUK)

UK HOLDS OFF JOINING TRUMP'S BOARD OF PEACE OVER PUTIN CONCERNS
Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper has said the UK will not yet be signing up to US President
Donald Trump's Board of Peace over concerns about Russian leader Vladimir Putin's
possible participation. Cooper told the BBC the UK had been invited to join the board but
"won't be one of the signatories today" at a ceremony at the World Economic Forum in
Davos. The board, which gives Trump wide decision-making powers as chairman, is being
billed by the US as a new international organization for resolving conflicts. Cooper described
the board as a "legal treaty that raises much broader issues" than the initiative's initial focus
on ending the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza. (BBC News Web Page: 22/01/26, FARUK)
TRUMP MEETS ZELENSKY AS US ENVOY SAYS ENDING WAR WITH RUSSIA DOWN
TO ONE ISSUE

US President Donald Trump has begun talks with Volodymyr Zelensky at Davos on
Thursday, after his envoy Steve Witkoff expressed optimism about finalizing a deal to end
the war in Ukraine. "l think we've got it down to one issue and we have discussed iterations
of the issue, and that means it's solvable," Witkoff said ahead of his trip to Moscow for talks
with Russia Vladimir Putin. Witkoff did not specify the single issue but recent talks have
focused on the future status of Ukraine's industrial heartland in Donbas, with a proposal for a
demilitarized and free economic zone in exchange for security guarantees for Kyiv.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/01/26, FARUK)

THREE DEAD IN SHOOTING IN AUSTRALIA'S NEW SOUTH WALES

Three people have died after a reported shooting in a small town in New South Wales,
Australia, police say. A fourth person has been taken to hospital in a serious but stable
condition. Local police are now investigating the reported shooting which took place in Lake
Cargelligo at about 16:40 local time. Police have also told the public to avoid the area and
that local residents should stay inside. Local reports say that the gunman is still at large.
(BBC News Web Page: 22/01/26, FARUK)

SON-IN-LAW OF VENEZUELAN OPPOSITION CANDIDATE FREED FROM JAIL: WIFE
Rafael Tudares, the son-in-law of Venezuelan opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez, has
been released from prison, his wife has said, more than a year after he was detained as part
of a crackdown on Maduro government critics and their relatives. Mariana Gonzalez said her
husband had returned home after "380 days of unjust and arbitrary detention". Tudares is
one of more than 150 detainees who have been released since the US military seized




21

Venezuelan leader, Nicolas Maduro, in a nighttime raid and took him to New York to stand
trial on drug-trafficking charges. (BBC News Web Page: 22/01/26, FARUK)

JAPAN SUSPENDS WORLD'S LARGEST NUCLEAR PLANT HOURS AFTER RESTART
Japan has suspended operations at the world's largest nuclear power plant, hours after its
restart, its operator has said. An alarm sounded "during reactor-start-up procedures" at
Kashiwazaji-Kariwa in Tokyo but the reactor remained "stable", Tokyo Electric Power
Company (Tepco) spokesperson Takashi Kobayashi said. Reactor number six restarted on
Wednesday a day later than planned due to an alarm malfunction - the first at the plant to be
turned on since the 2011 Fukushima disaster. Japan shut down all of its 54 reactors after a
9.0 magnitude earthquake triggered a meltdown at its Fukushima plant 15 years ago,
causing one of the worst nuclear disasters in history.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/01/26, FARUK)

EU SUSPENDS APPROVAL OF US TRADE DEAL

The European Parliament has suspended the approval of a key US trade deal agreed in July
in protest against Donald Trump's demand to take over Greenland. The suspension was
announced in Strasbourg, France, on Wednesday, as the US president addressed the World
Economic Forum in Davos. The move followed renewed trade tensions between the US and
Europe sparked by Trump's bid to acquire Greenland, which had rattled financial markets,
reviving talk of a trade war and the possibility of retaliation against the US. Hours later,
Trump said on social media he had reached a "framework" deal on Greenland's future and
would not carry out threats to put new tariffs on eight Nato members.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/01/26, FARUK)

UGANDAN MP AND BOBI WINE ALLY ARRESTED OVER ELECTION VIOLENCE
Ugandan police have detained a lawmaker, and close ally of opposition leader Bobi Wine,
for his alleged role in election-related violence last week. Muwanga Kivumbi, a deputy leader
of Wine's National Unity Platform (NUP), is accused of organizing attacks on a police station
and a vote-tallying centre after their electoral loss, which the party denies. The police have
said that seven people were killed in the incident, but the politician has given a different
account, saying that 10 people were killed at his home as they waited for parliamentary
election results. (BBC News Web Page: 22/01/26, FARUK)

RAPID ROLLBACK OF KURDISH-LED FORCES RESHAPES SHARAA'S SYRIA
President Ahmed al-Sharaa has made significant advances in his efforts to unify a deeply
fractured Syria, reclaiming large swathes of territory in the north-east that had been under
the control of a Kurdish-led militia alliance for more than a decade. What happens next will
be a test for a government that has tried to assert its authority over the whole country. The
gains by government forces in a lightning offensive against the Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) marked the biggest change of control in Syria since Islamist-led rebels toppled Bashar
al-Assad in December 2024, ending the 13-year civil war.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/01/26, FARUK)

GUINEA-BISSAU COUP LEADERS SET DECEMBER ELECTION DATE

Military authorities in coup-prone Guinea-Bissau have scheduled presidential and legislative
elections for 6 December, despite calls for a swifter transition to civilian rule. Transitional
President Horta N'Tam signed a decree on Wednesday after meeting members of the
National Transitional Council, military, and government officials, as well as representatives of
the electoral commission. He told reporters the conditions for free and fair elections had
been met. Since seizing power from President Umaro Sissoco Embalo in November,
Guinea-Bissau's coup leaders have been under pressure from the West African regional
body, Ecowas, to organize elections within a short transitional timeframe.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/01/26, FARUK)

:: THE END::



