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HIGHLIGHTS

Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad Yunus has stressed on holding the forthcoming general elections in a
manner that it can set a standard for polls in the country in future. (Jago FM: 16)

Rhead of upcoming elections and referendum, govt has taken the initiative to install CCTV cameras in all
polling stations across country to make the voting process more transparent, secure and well-monitored.
(Jago FM: 13)

Electoral symbols have been allocated to the candidates contesting the upcoming 13% parliamentary
election; this time, the total number of candidates is 1,967 in 298 constituencies. (BBC: 06)

Italy has expressed full support for Bangladesh’s democratic transition and the July charter, which aims
to introduce sweeping reforms for the country’s democratic renewal. (Jago FM: 13)

Some analysts say, due to the overall law and order situation and the laxity within the govt, doubts
have been raised about holding the 13th National Parliamentary elections. (BBC: 05)

R sharp disagreement has emerged among country's three top textiles & garment sector organizations
over the withdrawal of bond facilities on import of 10 to 30 counts of yarn used in the export-oriented
knitwear industry. (Jago FM: 14)

India has reportedly decided to make Bangladesh a “non-family” posting for its diplomats, advising the
families of officials stationed in the country to return home citing security concerns. (DW: 10)

If Bangladesh stick to their refusal to play in India out of security concerns, the ICC Board has decided

to replace them with another team in T20 World Cup 2026. (BBC: 07)
The Road Safety Foundation report says a total of 219 people were killed and 511 injured in 409 road
accidents in Dhaka city alone in 2025. (Jago FM: 14)
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ISRAELI PM NETANYAHU AGREES TO JOIN TRUMP'S BOARD OF PEACE

Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has accepted an invitation to join US President
Donald Trump's Board of Peace. A statement from his office said Netanyahu would become
a member of the board "which is to be comprised of world leaders". The board was originally
thought to be aimed at helping end the two-year war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza and
oversee reconstruction. But its proposed charter does not mention the Palestinian territory
and appears to be designed to supplant functions of the UN. The United Arab Emirates and
Bahrain have also agreed to join, as have Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Hungary,
Kazakhstan, Morocco and Vietnam. Many others have expressed reservations.

(BBC News Web Page: 21/01/26, FARUK)

TRAIN DRIVER KILLED IN SECOND DEADLY SPAIN RAIL CRASH IN DAYS

A train driver has been killed and at least 37 people injured, five seriously, after a commuter
train derailed and crashed near Barcelona two days after a deadly two-train collision in
southern Spain. According to local officials, the Rodalies train collided with a retaining wall
which fell on to the track between Gelida and Sant Sadurni. Catalonia regional fire Inspector
Claudi Gallardo said all the passengers had been removed from the train. The incident
occurred as heavy storms battered north-eastern Spain, with coastal areas in the east and
north-west of Spain on high alert because of the weather.

(BBC News Web Page: 21/01/26, FARUK)

GLOBAL MARKETS ON ALERT AS EUROPE TO SUSPEND APPROVAL OF US TRADE
DEAL

The European Parliament is planning to suspend approval of the US trade deal agreed in
July, according to sources close to its international trade committee. The suspension is set
to be announced in Strasbourg, France on Wednesday. The move would mark another
escalation in tensions between the US and Europe, as Donald Trump ratchets up his efforts
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to acquire Greenland, threatening new tariffs over the issue on the weekend. The stand-off
has rattled financial markets, reviving take of a trade war and the possibility of retaliation
against the US for its trade measures. (BBC News Web Page: 21/01/26, FARUK)

MALAWI RAISES FUEL PRICES BY MORE THAN 40%

Malawi's energy regulator has hiked petrol and diesel prices by more than 40%, marking the
second time fuel costs gone up in four months. In a statement on Tuesday, the Malawi
Energy Regulatory Authority (Mera) said the fixed pricing system of the previous government
was "unsustainable" and had led to "significant" losses. President Peter Mutharika, who
returned to power last year, has been trying to revive Malawi's ailing economy. However,
local commentators said Tuesday's fuel increase could harm the president's efforts and
worsen the cost-of-living crisis for many Malawians.

(BBC News Web Page: 21/01/26, FARUK)

SYRIAN ARMY TAKES CONTROL OF CAMP HOLDING THOUSANDS LINKED TO ISIL
Syrian government forces have entered the vast Al-Hol camp housing thousands linked to
ISIL (ISIS) after Kurdish forces who had been controlling the facility for years withdrew.
Armoured vehicles carrying troops moved into the camp, located in the desert region of
Hasakeh province, on Wednesday. The peaceful transfer of control suggests that the four-
day ceasefire between the government and the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF), announced the previous day, appears to be running smoothly. The transfer of control
of the camp, which houses some 24,000 people - mostly women and children linked to ISIL -
came after two weeks of fighting between the army and the SDF that was brought to a halt
by Tuesday's truce. (BBC News Web Page: 21/01/26, FARUK)

US, RUSSIA ENVOYS MEET IN DAVOS AS UKRAINE RECONSTRUCTION PLAN
POSTPONED

Envoys for United States President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin
have met at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, amid reports that the signing
of a $800bn "prosperity plan" was postponed due to tensions over Greenland. Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov on Wednesday said Moscow would not comment on talks in
Davos, but stressed the importance for Russia of receiving information on discussions
between the US, European leaders and Ukraine. Russian state-run news agency TASS
reported that US special envoy Steve Witkoff, Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner and
Russian special envoy Kirill Dmitriev met on Tuesday for more than two hours on the forum's
sidelines. (BBC News Web Page: 21/01/26, FARUK)

US, IRAN EXCHANGE THREATS OF BROADSCALE WAR IN LATEST SABRE
RATTLING

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi has warned the United States that Tehran will
be"firing back with everything we have if we come under renewed attack", a day after
President Donald Trump reiterated threats against the Middle East country. Araghchi's
warning came in an opinion article published by The Wall Street Journal on Tuesday. "Our
powerful armed forces have no qualms about firing back with everything we have if we come
under renewed attack," he wrote, referring to the 12-day war launched by Israel on Iran in
June last year. (BBC News Web Page: 21/01/26, FARUK)

JAPAN RESTARTS WORLD'S LARGEST NUCLEAR PLANT

Japan has restarted a reactor at the world's largest nuclear plant nearly 15 years after a
disaster at the Fukushima power plant forced the country to shut all its nuclear reactors.
Reactor no.6 at the Kashiwazaji-Kariwa plant located northwest of Tokyo was restarted on
Wednesday. It was delayed by one day because of an alarm malfunction and is expected to
begin operating commercially next month. This is the latest installment in Japan's nuclear
power reboot, which still has a long way to go. The seventh reactor is not expected to come
back on until 2030, and the remaining five could be decommissioned. That leaves the plant
with far less capacity than it once had when all seven reactors were operational: 8.2
gigawatts. Japan, which had always heavily relied on energy imports, was an early adopter
of nuclear power. But these ambitions were scuppered in 2011 by what is now remembered
as one of the worst nuclear disasters in history. (BBC News Web Page: 21/01/26, FARUK)
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US APPROVES $2.3BN SALE OF TORPEDOES, AIR DEFENCES, AIRCRAFT TO
SINGAPORE

The United States has approved a $2.3bn weapons sale to Singapore that includes P-8A
Poseidon reconnaissance aircraft, lightweight torpedoes, and air defence systems. The
State Department notified the US Congress of the sale on Wednesday, according to a
statement on the Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) website. The proposed sale
will allow Singapore to "meet current and future threats by providing a credible maritime
force capable of deterring adversaries and participating in US allied operations", the DSCA
said. The acquisition of four Boeing P-8A aircraft is part of Singapore's long-term plan to
replace its ageing fleet of Fokker 50 Maritime Patrol Aircraft, according to its Ministry of
Defence. (BBC News Web Page: 21/01/26, FARUK)

:: THE END::



