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HIGHLIGHTS

Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad Yunus has sought cooperation from all political parties to hold the forthcoming
national polls & the referendum successfully, saying the elections must be held on February 12. (Jago News:18)

BNP Chairperson Tarique Rahman said if BNP forms the govt, a separate department will be opened under the
Ministry of Liberation War Affairs to look after the families of those killed & injured in July 2024 mass uprising.
(BBC:03)

Regarding administration’s neutrality, following the interim govt’s campaign for a ‘Yes’ vote on reforms in
referendum, Chief Adviser's Press Wing clarified that before handing over power to an elected govt, the main
responsibility of this govt is to create an acceptable framework for necessary reforms. (BBC:03)

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir has alleged that Jamaat activists are going door to door
collecting voters’ bKash numbers and NID numbers. (Jago News:16)

Jamaat-e-Islami’s Nayeb-e-Ameer said in some cases the Election Commission is showing different behavior on the
issues of loan defaulters & dual citizenship, and alleged that a particular party exerted pressure on the EC.
(Jago News:18)

Asif Mahmud Sajib Bhuiyan, spokesperson of NCP said the Election Commission has lost the confidence of political
parties and the public, and expressed concern that the EC will not be able to conduct a fair election.

(Jago News:18)

Environment, Forest & Climate Change Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan said final discussions on expenditure have
been completed and work on Teesta Mega Project will begin as soon as approval is received from Chinese govt.

(JTago News:14)

Home Affairs Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam Chowdhury said that looted police weapons that have not yet
been recovered will not be allowed to use during the election. (Jago News:12)

The final draft of Dhaka Central University Ordinance has been sent to the cabinet and the Secondary & Higher
Education Department hopes that the ordinance will receive approval as soon as possible.  (Jago News:14)

At least seven people were killed and 10 others injured in a head-on collision between a bus and a battery-
operated rickshaw in Madaripur. (Jago News:18)
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BBC

SYRIAN ARMY SEIZES COUNTRY'S LARGEST OIL FIELD FROM KURDISH
FORCES

Syrian troops fighting Kurdish forces in north-eastern Syria have seized the
country's largest oilfield. The Omar facility and nearby gas fields are under
army control after the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) pulled back,
officials and monitors say. Earlier the army captured the strategic Tabga dam
on the Euphrates river. The push came after the SDF announced it would
redeploy east of the Euphrates, following deadly clashes last week. That
withdrawal followed talks with US officials. Ongoing fighting in the area stems
from the breakdown of an agreement SDF and the government of President
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Ahmed al-Sharaa, who is seeking to integrate Kurdish bodies into Syrian
institutions.

(BBC News Web Page: 18/01/26, FARUK)

TRUMP TARIFF THREAT OVER GREENLAND 'UNACCEPTABLE': EUROPEAN
LEADERS

A threat by US President Donald Trump to impose fresh tariffs on eight allies
opposed to his proposed takeover of Greenland has drawn condemnation from
European leaders. UK Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer said the move was
"completely wrong", while French President Emmanuel Macron called it
"unacceptable". The comments came after Trump announced a 10% tariff on
goods from Denmark, Norway, Sweden, France, Germany, the UK, the
Netherlands and Finland would come into force on 1 February, but could later
rise to 25% - and would last until a deal was reached. Trump insists the

autonomous Danish territory is critical for US security and has not ruled out
taking it by force. Meanwhile, thousands of people took to the streets in
Greenland and Denmark on Saturday in protest st the proposed US takeover.
(BBC News Web Page: 18/01/26, FARUK)

NASA'S MEGA MOON ROCKET ARRIVES AT LAUNCH PAD FOR ARTEMIS 11
MISSION

Nasa's mega rocket has been moved to the launch pad in Cape Canaveral,
Florida, as the final preparations get underway for the first crewed mission to
the Moon in more than 50 years. Over almost 12 hours, the 98m-tall Space

Launch System was carried vertically from the Vehicle Assembly Building on the
4-mile journey to the pad. Now it is in position, the final tests, checks - and a
dress rehearsal - will take place, before the go-ahead is given for the 10-day
Artemis 1l mission that will see four astronauts travel around the Moon. Nasa
says the earliest the rocket can blast off is 6 February, but there are also more
launch windows later that month, as well as in March and April. (BBC News
Web Page: 18/01/26, FARUK)

AROUND 1,500 SOLDIERS ON STANDBY FOR DEPLOYMENT TO
MINNEAPOLIS: OFFICIALS

Soldiers are on standby for possible deployment to Minneapolis, a US defence
official has told CBS News, the BBC's US partner. The official said the 1,500
soldiers, currently in Alaska, are an option for US president Donald Trump if he
decided to use active duty military personnel, as anti-immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) demonstrations continued in the city on Saturday. No
decision has yet been made on whether to deploy the soldiers from Alaska, the
official said. Minnesota officials have urged protesters to stay orderly and

peaceful during during demonstrations after an ICE agent shot dead US citizen
Renee Good earlier this month. (BBC News Web Page: 18/01/26, FARUK)

FEARS IRAN'S INTERNET SHUTDOWN COULD LEAD TO 'EXTREME DIGITAL
ISOLATION'

Iran is 10 days into one of the most extreme internet shutdowns in history,
with 92 million citizens cut off from all internet services and even disruption to
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phone and text messaging. The Iranian government cut off services on 8
January, apparently to stifle dissent and prevent international scrutiny of a
government crack down on protesters. Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
said the internet was cut off in response to what he described as externally
directed "terrorist operations". The government has not said when internet
services will return, but new reports suggest that, behind the scenes, the
authorities may be making plans to restrict it permanently. (BBC News Web
Page: 18/01/26, FARUK)

US STRIKE IN SYRIA KILLS MAN LINKED TO ATTACK ON SOLDIERS:
OFFICIALS

US forces have carried out a strike which killed an al-Qaeda leader "who had
direct ties" to an Islamic State (IS) group terrorist responsible for an ambush
which killed three Americans in Syria, officials have said. The US Central
Command (Centcom) said in a statement that Bilal Hasan al-Jasim was killed in
the attack on Friday, which took place in northwest Syria. The statement says
he was "directly connected" with the IS group gunman who killed and injured
American and Syrian personnel. (BBC News Web Page: 18/01/26, FARUK)

TWO KILLED, DOZENS WOUNDED IN LARGE RUSSIAN DRONE ATTACKS
ACROSS UKRAINE

Two people have been killed and dozens injured in overnight Russian drone
attacks across Ukraine, where strikes on energy infrastructure have caused
power outages in freezing temperatures, according to President Volodymyr
Zelensky. In a social media post on Sunday, Zelensky said the Sumy, Kharkiv,
Dnipro, Zapprizhzhia, Khmelnytskyi and Odesa regions were targeted in an
attack that included more than 200 drones. Zelensky also issued another call to
world leaders. The strikes come a day after Ukrainian negotiators arrived in the
United States for talks with President Donald Trump's administration on how to
end the nearly four-year conflict with Russia. (BBC News Web Page: (18/01/26,
FARUK)

AT LEAST SIX KILLED IN PAKISTAN AS FIRE RIPS THROUGH KARACHI
SHOPPING MALL

At least six people have been killed and about 20 injured when a fire tore
through a shopping mall in Karachi, Pakistani officials say, as firefighters try to
bring the blaze under control. The fire broke out on Saturday at the Gul Plaza
shopping mall, a densely packed commercial complex, and continued to burn
for hours. By early Sunday, authorities said crews had managed to control
about 30% of the fire. South Deputy Inspector General Syed Asad Raza told the
Dawn newspaper that the death toll had risen from an initial three to five. The
Edhi Foundation, a medical complex, later confirmed a sixth death in a
statement. (BBC News Web Page: 18/01/26, FARUK)

THOUSANDS RALLY IN SERBIA AS STUDENTS CONTINUE FIGHT AGAINST
CORRUPTION

Thousands of people have rallied in the Serbian city of Novi Sad, as university
students who have led more than a year of mass demonstrations pledged to
continue fighting against endemic corruption during the tenure of right-wing
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nationalist President Aleksandar Vucic. Protesters, chanting "thieves", accused
the government of rampant corruption. University students told the crowd on
Saturday that they had drawn up a plan on how to rid Serbia of corruption and
restore the rule of law. They proposed banning corrupt officials from politics
and investigating their wealth as first steps for a post-Vucic government.

(BBC News Web Page: 18/01/26, FARUK)

:: THE END::



