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HIGHLIGHTS

Foreign Affairs Adviser Md Touhid Hossain has termed latest decision by US about imposition of a 'visa
bond' against Bangladesh is very unfortunate. However, he said such a decision is not abnormal.

[Jago FM: 13]
After Delhi and Agartala Bangladesh has further restricted visa issuance for Indian nationals, extending
the curbs to its deputy high commissions in Kolkata, Mumbai and Chennai. [BBC: 04]

Law Adviser Asif Nazrul has said a draft ordinance has been prepared to grant legal immunity to the
July fighters for their actions during the July uprising. [BBC: 03]

Member of the European Parliament and Chief Observer of the EU Election Observation Mission Ivars Ijab
has said a 200-member EU delegation will observe Bangladesh’s upcoming 13th parliamentary election.

[BBC: 03]
DMP has imposed a ban on all types of meetings, rallies, mass gatherings and sit-in programs in several
key areas including Chief Justice’s residence from next Saturday until further notice. [BBC: 03]

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir has claimed that the killing of former volunteer
party leader Azizur Rahman Mosabbir was carried out to embarrass the current interim government.

[BBC: 04]
Liquefied Petroleum Gas traders called off their indefinite nationwide suspension on LPG cylinder supply
and sales following a meeting with the Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission. [BBC: 09]

After Dhaka, Jahangirnagar, Rajshahi & Chittagong Universities, candidates from Shibir-backed panel have
won most of the positions in Jagannath University Student Union elections. Analysts say long-standing
absence of democratic political practice in public universities has been a major factor behind victory of
Shibir-backed panel. [BBC: 08]

Bangladesh has decided not to travel to India to play the T20 World Cup due to security concerns posed
by anti-Bangladesh activities and statements by Hindu organizations in India. [Jago FM: 14]
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BBC

US IMMIGRATION AGENT FATALLY SHOOTS WOMAN IN MINNEAPOLIS

A US immigration agent has shot dead a 37-year-old woman in the city of Minneapolis,
sparking protests overnight. Federal officials said the woman, Renee Nicole Good, had tried
to run over immigration agents with her car but the city mayor said the agent who shot her
had acted recklessly. Hundreds of ICE agents have been deployed to Minneapolis, in the
state of Minnesota, as part of the White House's crackdown on illegal immigration.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/01/26, FARUK)

US SEIZES TWO 'SHADOW FLEET' TANKERS LINKED TO VENEZUELAN OIL

The United States says it has seized two tankers linked to Venezuelan oil exports in "back-
to-back" operations in the North Atlantic and the Caribbean. US forces boarded the Russian-
flagged Marinera after a pursuit lasting almost two weeks as it travelled through the waters
between Iceland and Scotland. The UK Royal Navy gave logistical support by air and sea. A
second tanker - the M/T Sophia - was accused by the US of "conducting illicit activities" and
boarded in the Caribbean. The moves come as the US seeks to choke off most exports of
Venezuelan crude oil, and just days after its special forces seized Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro in a lightning raid on his residence in Caracas.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/01/26, FARUK)
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FOOTAGE SHOWS VIOLENT CLASHES AS IRAN PROTESTS SPREAD TO MORE
AREAS

There were violent clashes between anti-government protesters and security forces in
several locations in Iran on Wednesday, as a wave of unrest sparked by the country's
economic crisis continued for an 11th day. Iran's semi-official Fars news agency, which is
close to the Revolutionary Guards, said two policemen were shot and killed by armed
individuals in the south-western town of Lordegan. Videos posted on social media showed a
tense stand-off between protesters and security forces, with the sound of gunfire in the
background. In footage from several other areas, security forces appear to fire guns and tear
gas towards crowds of protesters, some of whom are throwing stones.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/01/26, FARUK)

TRUMP WITHDRAWS US FROM KEY CLIMATE TREATY & DOZENS OF OTHER
GROUPS

US President Donald Trump has withdrawn the US from dozens of international
organizations, including many that work to combat climate change. Nearly half of the 66
affected bodies are UN-related, including the Framework Convention on Climate Change - a
treaty that underpins all international efforts to combat global warming. Groups working on
development, gender equality and conflict - areas the Trump administration had repeatedly
dismissed as advancing "globalist" or "woke" agendas - are also included. The White House
said the decision was taken because those entities "no longer serve American interests" and
promote "ineffective or hostile agendas". (BBC News Web Page: 08/01/26, FARUK)
HEATWAVE HITS AUSTRALIA AS OFFICIALS WARN OF 'CATASTROPHIC' FIRE RISK
Parts of Australia will face catastrophic fire conditions on Friday, when heatwaves are
expected to hit most of the country. Severe to extreme heatwaves have been declared in
every state and territory in Australia, except for Queensland, with high temperatures forecast
for days. The state of Victoria has declared a total fire ban for Friday, as the fire danger
rating will be set at "catastrophic" - the highest level. Some 450 schools and childcare
centres will be closed. One meteorologist told the BBC that the combination of heatwaves
and an elevated fire danger in parts of the country could create the most"significant"
conditions since the devastating Black Summer bushfires.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/01/26, FARUK)

ONE MILLION WITHOUT HEAT AND WATER AFTER RUSSIAN STRIKES: UKRAINE
Russian drone strikes on Ukraine have left more than one million people in the region of
Dnipropetrovsk without heating and water supplies, Ukraine's deputy prime minister says.
Oleksiy Kuleba added that work was continuing to restore services following the large-scale
attack, which damaged infrastructure across the south-east. Electricity supplies were also
disrupted for thousands more people in neighbouring Zapprizhzhia, but power has since
been restored. Russia has recently intensified attacks on Ukraine's energy infrastructure,
aimed at paralysing power supplies during a harsh winter. President Volodymyr Zelensky
accused it of "mockery" and pleaded for Western support.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/01/26, FARUK)

THOUSANDS FLEE CLASHES BETWEEN SYRIAN GOVERNMENT & KURDISH
FIGHTERS IN ALEPPO

At least 12 people have reportedly been killed during two days of intense clashes between
Syrian government and Kurdish fighters in the northern city of Aleppo. Tens of thousands of
civiians have also fled the Kurdish majority neighbourhoods of Sheikh Maqgsoud and
Ashrafieh, which the Syrian army shelled on Wednesday afternoon after designating them as
"closed military areas". The government said the operation was a response to attacks by
armed groups in the areas and was "solely aimed at preserving security". The Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) militia alliance - which insists it has no military presence in
Aleppo - called it a "criminal attempt" to forcibly displace residents.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/01/26, FARUK)

: The End::



