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HIGHLIGHTS

EC has said that govt. employees can inform and make the public aware of the referendum but they
cannot campaign for either “yes” or “no” vote in the upcoming referendum. [DW: 14]

The interim govt has expressed deep concern over the death of a Jamaat-e-Islami member in a clash
between BNP & Jamaat activists in Sherpur & pledged to take legal actions against the perpetrators.
[BBC: 04]
BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman said that election on February 12 will decide whether country will go
the path of democracy or another path. Everyone must unite to change the fate of people. [Jago FM: 16]

NCP convener Nahid Islam said, the mass uprising did not take place to remove one dictatorship and
bring another to power. Rather, the mass uprising occured to prevent anyone from becoming a dictator.
[Jago FM: 16]
Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Dr Shafiqur Rahman has said the country’s electoral “level playing field” has
come under serious question following a deadly clash between Jamaat & BNP activists in Sherpur.
[BBC: 03]
En analysis shows that in the run-up to the 13% national election, political parties & candidates have
significantly increased their investment in Facebook, spending over roughly Tk 6.4 million in a single
month on political advertising. [DW: 15]

Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity Council has said the minority community is facing persistent
fears & anxieties about their lives, livelihoods, wealth & dignity, adding that these fears & anxieties may
discourage the minority community from voting. [DW: 15]

High Court has ruled that interim govt.'s agreement with a foreign company to operate the New Mooring
Container Terminal at Chittagong Port is valid. [BBC: 04]

HEn int] arbitration tribunal has ordered Canadian energy company Niko Resources to pay $42 million in
compensation to Bangladesh in the case of Tengratila gas field blowouts at Chhatak in Sunamgan;j that
occurred in 2005. [BBC: 03]
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BBC
HEAVY GUNFIRE AND BLASTS HEARD NEAR AIRPORT IN NIGER'S CAPITAL
Sustained heavy gunfire and loud explosions have been heard in Niger near the international
airport outside the capital, Niamey. Multiple eyewitness accounts and videos showed air
defence systems apparently engaging unidentified projectiles in the early hours of Thursday.
The situation later calmed down, reports say, with an official reportedly saying the situation
was now under control, without elaborating. It is not clear what caused the blasts, or if there
were any casualties. There has been no official statement from the military government.
(BBC News Web Page: 29/01/26, FARUK)
CHINA EXECUTES 11 MEMBERS OF MYANMAR SCAM MAFIA
China has executed 11 members of a notorious mafia family that ran scam centres in
Myanmar along its north-eastern border, state media report. The Ming family members were
sentenced in September for various crimes including homicide, illegal detention, fraud and
operating gambling dens by a court in China's Zhejiang province. The Mings were one of
many clans that ran the town of Laukkaing, transforming an impoverished backwater town
into a flashy hub of casinos and red-light districts. (BBC News Web Page: 29/01/26, FARUK)



21

PLANE CRASHES IN COLOMBIA, KILLING ALL 15 ON BOARD

A passenger plane has crashed in northern Colombia, killing all 15 people on board, the
country's state-run airline Satena confirmed. In a statement, it said its aircraft - a Beechcraft
1900 - "suffered a fatal accident”, but gave no further details. The wreckage has now been
located in a mountainous area. The official passenger list includes lawmaker Diogenes
Quintero Amaya and Carlos Salcedo, a candidate in upcoming congressional elections.
Satena earlier said contact with the plane was lost 11 minutes before it had been scheduled
to land in the city of Ocana, near the Venezuelan border, at 12:05 local time on Wednesday.
(BBC News Web Page: 29/01/26, FARUK)

IRAN'S INTERNET IS RETURNING - BUT NOT FOR EVERYONE

Nearly three weeks into one of the most extreme internet shutdowns in history, some of
Iran's 92 million citizens are beginning to get back online - but access appears to be tightly
controlled. The country cut off internet access on 8 January, in what is widely seen as an
attempt to stem the flow of information about a government crackdown on protesters. Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said the internet was blocked in response to what he
described as "terrorist operations". Now there is evidence that some internet access has
returned - but independent analysis indicates much of the country is still effectively cut off
from the outside world. (BBC News Web Page: 29/01/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL HANDS OVER 15 BODIES OF PALESTINIANS IN LAST STAGE OF CAPTIVE
SWAP

Israel has handed over the bodies of 15 Palestinians to the International Committee of the
Red Cross in exchange for the final Israeli captive, whose remains were recovered by Israeli
forces earlier this week, closing the chapter on this part of its more than two-year genocidal
war on Gaza. On Wednesday, Israel laid to rest policeman Ran Gvili, who was killed during
the Hamas-led October 7, 2023, attacks on southern Israel. Of the 251 captives taken by
Hamas and other Palestinian groups that day, Gvili's were the last remains held in the
Palestinian territory. At his funeral on Wednesday, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu described Gvili as a "hero of Israel" and warned Israel's enemies that they would
pay a heavy price if they attacked again. (BBC News Web Page: 29/01/26, FARUK)

SYRIA GRANTS IMMEDIATE CITIZENSHIP TO KURDS IN WAKE OF GAINS AGAINST
SDF

Syria's Ministry of Interior has ordered the immediate implementation of a new decree
granting citizenship to Kurdish minorities, as government forces continue to consolidate
control of the country after a rapid offensive against the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) in the north of the country. Interior Minister Anas Khattab issued the decision
on Wednesday, mandating that the decree applies to all Kurds residing in Syria and explicitly
includes those listed as stateless, the Anadolu news agency reported, citing the Syrian
television station Alikhbariah. The ministry has set a February 5 deadline for finalizing the
measures and their rollout, the report said. (BBC News Web Page: 29/01/26, FARUK)
DOZENS KILLED IN RSF DRONE ATTACK IN SUDAN'S SOUTH KORDOFAN

Dozens of people have been killed in a drone attack by the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) on a key town in war-torn Sudan's South Kordofan state, according to local
media reports. Multiple areas of Dilling, including the headquarters of the Sudanese army's
54th Brigade and the central market, were struck by suicide drones during Wednesday's
attack, the Sudan Tribune reported, citing local sources and medical groups. The
government-aligned Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) announced that it had broken a nearly
two-year-long RSF siege on Dilling, gaining control over key supply lines. Dilling lies halfway
between Kadugli - the besieged state capital - and el-Obeid, the capital of neighbouring
North Kordofan province, which the RSF has sought to encircle.

(BBC News Web Page: 29/01/26, FARUK)

CHINA'S XI JINPING, UK'S KEIR STARMER AGREE TO DEEPEN ECONOMIC TIES
United Kingdom Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer and Chinese President Xi Jinping have
called for a closer strategic partnership as they met in Beijing during the first trip of its kind
by a British leader in eight years. "I have long been clear that the UK and China need a long-
term, consistent and comprehensive strategic partnership,” Starmer said after the meeting at
Beijing's Great Hall of the People on Thursday. During their meetings, Starmer told Xi that
he hopes the two leaders can "identify opportunities to collaborate, but also allow a



22

meaningful dialogue on areas where we disagree". Before his trip, Starmer had said doing
business with China was the pragmatic choice, and it was time for a "mature” relationship
with the world's second-largest economy. Xi stressed the need for more "dialogue and
cooperation" amid a "complex and intertwined" international situation.

(BBC News Web Page: 29/01/26, FARUK)

. THE END ::



