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HIGHLIGHTS

Law adviser Asif Nazrul has said the interim govt has organized a free & fair election after 1T long
years. There is a desire among the people to vote. The govt is determined to make the election fair.
(Jago News: 15)

IGP Baharul Alam has directed all police members to perform their duties with utmost vigilance, patience
and neutrality during the upcoming [3th National Parliamentary Election. (Jago News: 16)

Citizen’s for Good Governance (SUJAN) has called for the upcoming 13th National Parliamentary elections
to be held in a free, fair and peaceful manner. (Jago News: 12)

BNP has dismissed an allegation by a senior Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami leader that it signed 3 secret
agreements with India, calling the claim “political propaganda” intended to provoke controversy.
(Jago News: 13)

ICC has announced that Scotland will replace Bangladesh at the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026
scheduled to be held in India and Sri Lanka from February T to March 8. (DW: 11)

Fisheries & Livestock Adviser Farida Akhter, citing a study, said that Hilsa has been found contaminated
with microplastics, lead & cadmium, which is extremely alarming for human health. (Jago News: 16)

Environment, Forest & Climate Change Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan has recommended the next govt to
work on T issues, including air & noise pollution control, to prevent environmental pollution & protect the
environment. (Jago News: 16)

After US officially withdrawal from the World Health Organization, health sector experts are conducting
various analyses on how it will impact Bangladesh's health sector. (BBC: 09)

Susan Vize, UNESCO Representative & Head of Office in Bangladesh has commented that the weakness of
Bangladeshi students in language and numeracy (mathematics) has reached a worrying level.
(Jago News: 13)

Eighteen people, including 10 members of teenage gang, involved in various crimes have been arrested in
a special operation by the army in Rayerbazar area of Mohammadpur in the capital.  (Jago News: 14)
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BBC

UKRAINE CONDEMNS 'BRUTAL' RUSSIAN STRIKES AHEAD OF SECOND DAY OF
PEACE TALKS

Ukraine has condemned a fresh wave of Russian strikes overnight which killed one person
and injured 23 others, as talks with the US aimed at ending the war are set to resume.
Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said the "brutal" attack - "cynically" ordered by
Russian leader Vladimir Putin - had "hit not only our people, but also the negotiation table".
Delegations from Russia, Ukraine and the US have been meeting in Abu Dhabi for the first
trilateral take since the Kremlin launched a full-scale invasion of its neighbour in 2022.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/01/26, FARUK)

PENTAGON TO OFFER 'MORE LIMITED' SUPPORT TO US ALLIES IN DEFENCE
STRATEGY SHIFT
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The US will offer "more limited" support to allies, according to the Pentagon's new National
Defense Strategy. In a significant shift to its security priorities, the US Department of
Defense now considers security of the US homeland and Western Hamisphere - not China -
as its primary concern. Previous versions of the strategy - published every four years -
named the threat posed by China as the top defence priority. Relations with China will now
be approached through "strength, not congratulation", the report says. The defence strategy
reinforces recent calls from President Donald Trump, including for greater "burden-sharing"
from allies in countering threats posed by Russia and North Korea.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/01/26, FARUK)

INDONESIA LANDSLIDE KILLS 7, DOZENS MORE MISSING

At least seven people have died and more than 80 others are missing after a landslide hit
Indonesia's West Java province, officials said. The landslide occurred in the West Bandung
region, south-east of the capital Jakarta, following days of intense rainfall. More than thirty
homes were destroyed after "landslide material buried residential areas, causing fatalities
and affecting local residents", Indonesia's disaster mitigation agency said in a statement.
Flooding, landslide and extreme weather alerts have also been issued for the broader
region. (BBC News Web Page: 24/01/26, FARUK)

DANISH PM IN GREENLAND FOR 'SHOW OF SUPPORT' AFTER TRUMP THREATS
Danish PM Mette Frederiksen is visiting Greenland's capital Nuuk for talks with the territory's
leader, Jens-Frederik Nielsen, after a rollercoaster week that saw US President Donald
Trump roll back his threats to forcibly take over the Arctic island and agree to further
negotiations. Tensions had risen precariously over the past couple of weeks, until a stunning
turnaround on Wednesday, when Trump suddenly ruled out military action, and withdrew his
threats to slap tariffs on several European allies. Trump posted on social media that a
"framework of a future deal with respect to Greenland" had been reached, following his
meeting with Nato chief Mark Rutte at the World Economic Forum in Davos.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/01/26, FARUK)

HARRY DAYS SACRIFICES BY NATO TROOPS IN AFGHANISTAN DESERVE
'RESPECT'

The Duke of Sussex has called for the sacrifices of Nato troops to be "spoken about
truthfully and with respect", after the US president claimed allies stayed "a little back" from
the front lines in Afghanistan. "l served there. | made lifelong friends there. And | lost friends
there," Prince Harry, who was twice deployed to the country, said on Friday as he paid
tribute to Nato troops killed in the conflict, including 457 UK service personnel. The prince
was reacting to controversial comments made by Donald Trump in an interview on
Thursday. Trump's words have drawn condemnation from international allies, with Prime
Minister Sir Keir Starmer calling them "insulting and frankly appalling".

(BBC News Web Page: 24/01/26, FARUK)

HUNDREDS OF MINNESOTA BUSINESSES CLOSE TO PROTEST ICE PRESENCE
Hundreds of businesses in Minnesota closed on Friday and thousands of protesters turned
out in severely cold weather to demonstrate against the ongoing immigration crackdown in
the state. The widespread rallies come after organizers encouraged residents to skip work or
school and refrain from shopping in a show of opposition to US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE). The ICE operation ordered by the Trump administration in Minnesota
has been going on for more than six weeks. The administration has characterized it as a
public safety operation aimed at deporting criminals illegally in the country. Critics warn
migrants with no criminal record and US citizens are being detained too.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/01/26, FARUK)

SUICIDE BOMBING AT WEDDING IN NORTHWEST PAKISTAN KILLS SEVEN

A suicide bombing attack at a wedding in northwestern Pakistan has killed at least seven
people, according to the police. The bombing tore through a building housing members of a
peace committee during a wedding ceremony on Friday in Dera Ismail Khan district of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, police official Muhammad Adnan said on Saturday. The
committees are made up of residents and elders and supported by Islamabad as part of its
efforts to counter fighters in the regions along the Afghan border. Three people were
confirmed dead on Friday. Four others, who were among those hurt in the attack, died in the
hospital, Adnan added. (BBC News Web Page: 24/01/26, FARUK)
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TURKEY'S FM FIDAN SAYS ISRAEL 'LOOKING FOR OPPORTUNITY' TO ATTACK
IRAN

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan said there were signs that Israel was seeking an
opportunity to attack Iran, warning such a move could further destabilize the region. "l hope
they find a different path, but the reality is that Israel, in particular, is looking for an opponent
to strike Iran," Fidan told Turkish broadcaster NTV in an interview broadcast on Friday.
Asked specifically whether this assessment applied to both the United States and Israel.
Fidan stated that Israel, in particular, was seeking such an opportunity, the Turkey Today
news outlet reported. The foreign minister added that he had conveyed concerns directly to
Iranian officials during a recent visit to the country.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/01/26, FARUK)

RUSSIAN 'SHADOW FLEET' TANKER DIVERTED TO FRENCH PORT BY NAVAL
FORCES

The French navy had diverted an oil tanker, suspected of being part of Russia's sanctions-
busting "shadow fleet", towards the port of Marseille-Fos for further investigation, according
to reports. The office of the prosecutor in the southern French city of Marseille, which
handles matters related to maritime law and is investigating the case, said on Friday that the
ship had been diverted, but did not specify where to. A source close to the case told the AFP
news agency that the tanker is expected to arrive on Saturday morning at the port of
Marseille-Fos in southern France. (BBC News Web Page: 24/01/26, FARUK)

BRAZIL'S LULA SAYS TRUMP IS ATTEMPTING TO 'CREATE A NEW UN'

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio "Lula" da Silva has accused his United States counterpart
Donald Trump of wanting to create "a new UN", days after the US president launched his
new "Board of Peace" initiative in Switzerland. "Instead of fixing" the United Nations, "what's
happening? President Trump is proposing to create a new UN where only he is the owner,"
Lula said in a speech on Friday. Speaking in Rio Grande do Sul, Lula also said that Trump
"wants to run the world through Twitter". "It's remarkable. Every day he says something, and
every day the world is talking about he said," Lula said, according to Brazil's Folha de Sao
Paulo newspaper. Lula defended multilateralism against what he called "the law of the
jungle" in global affairs and warned that "the UN charter is being torn".

(BBC News Web Page: 24/01/26, FARUK)

:: THE END::



