
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Magh 01, 1432 Bangla, January 15, 2026, Thursday, No. 15, 56th year 

H I G H L I G H T S 

„The election will must be held on 12 February‟ —Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad Yunus reaffirmed this 
commitment on the election to US diplomats.                                                       (BBC:03) 

The strong campaign for a 'yes' vote in the referendum has raised questions about the role of the interim 
government and creating a level playing field in the election.                                       (BBC:04) 

Ahead of the upcoming election, the interim government has decided to temporarily suspend visa-on-arrival 
services in Bangladesh to avoid any “undesirable situations,”-- said.Foreign Adviser Md Touhid Hossain. (BBC:03) 

The Election Commission will begin training presiding officers and assistant presiding officers from 22 January in 
preparation for the 13th national parliamentary election and the referendum.                  (Jago News:22) 

In the case over crimes against humanity committed in the killing of Abu Sayeed, the hearing of testimonies 
against 30 accused, including former Begum Rokeya University VC Md Hasibur Rashid, has been completed. 
Arguments will be presented on 20 January.                                                 (Jago News:22) 

The ICT has ordered the framing of charges against retired Major General Ziaul Ahsan in a crimes against 
humanity case over the killing of more than a hundred people following enforced disappearances.                                            

                                                                                             (Jago News:16) 

BNP Standing Committee member Salahuddin Ahmed has said BNP will properly implement every provision of the 
July National Charter that was signed on the basis of consensus.                               (Jago News:18)                                                                                  

Disputes over seat-sharing within the 11-party alliance, including Jamaa and Islami Andolon Bangladesh, ahead of  
election have taken a complicated turn. The Jamaat-led alliance has postponed its previously announced press 
conference on the issue.                                                                            (BBC:12) 

No decision has yet been made on whether Bangladesh will join the proposed International Stabilisation Force to 
maintain stability in Gaza, Palestine. Any such decision would be taken by an elected government, said Foreign 
Adviser Md Touhid Hossain.                                                                  (Jago News:21) 

The Ministry of Liberation War Affairs has cancelled nearly 15,000 video interviews of freedom fighters recorded 
under the “Birer Konthe Birgatha” project, citing that the videos did not present the “correct history” of the 

Liberation War.                                                                                    (DW:14) 
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BBC 
ONLY TRUMP CAN STOP PUTIN: POLISH PRESIDENT  
Donald Trump is the only world leader capable of stopping Vladimir Putin from threatening 
Europe, according to Poland's President Karol Nawrocki. In an interview with Radio 4's 
Today programme he said the Russian leader was not to be trusted, but that Europe needed 
to do everything it could to support President Trump in his efforts to end the war in Ukraine. 
President Nawrocki was already well-known as a firm supporter of Donald Trump even 
before he landed in Britain for meeting with PM Sir Keir Starmer and others. Now, he says 
that with Vladimir Putin's Russia threatening his country as well as central and eastern 
Europe, the US president was the only person who could, as he put it, "solve this problem" - 
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as well as ending the war in Ukraine. The Polish president then thanked Britain for sending 
over RAF Typhoon jets to help defend his borders. He said Poland had been in a state of 
hybrid war with Russia since 2021, as it dealt with drones and disinformation.  
(BBC News Web Page: 14/01/26, FARUK) 
TRUMP VOWS 'VERY STRONG ACTION' IF IRAN EXECUTES PROTESTERS  
President Donald Trump has said the US will take "very strong action" against Iran if it 
executes protesters, as rights groups say more than 2,400 anti-government demonstrators 
have been killed in a violent crackdown by Iranian authorities. Relatives of 26-year-old Erfan 
Solano, who was detained last week, have told BBC Persian that he is due to be executed 
on Wednesday. A representative from the Hengaw Organization for Human Rights also told 
the BBC that they had "never witnessed a case move so quickly". Speaking to the BBC's US 
partner CBS News, Trump said of potential executions: "If they hang them, you're going to 
see some things... We will take very strong action if they do such a thing."  
(BBC News Web Page: 14/01/26, FARUK) 
AT LEAST 32 KILLED AFTER CRANE COLLAPSES ON TRAIN IN THAILAND  
At least 32 people have been killed and 64 others injured after a construction crane fell onto 
a moving train in north-eastern Thailand. The crane derailed the train and crushed some of 
its carriages, one of which caught fire. A one-year-old and an 85-year-old are among those 
injured, with seven people in critical condition, according to authorities. Official records say 
some 195 passengers had been onboard the train when the accident occurred at around 
09:00 local time. The State Railway of Thailand has launched an investigation into the 
incident and announced that it is taking legal action against the construction company 
responsible for the crane. (BBC News Web Page: 14/01/26, FARUK) 
GREENLANDERS BRACE FOR SUMMIT THAT COULD SHAPE THE ARCTIC'S FUTURE 
- AND THEIR OWN  
It's crunch time. The US Vice-President, JD Vance, is hosting the Danish and Greenlandic 
foreign ministers, as well as their US counterpart, Marco Rubio, in the White House on 
Wednesday. The focus of the talks: the future of the world's biggest island, Greenland. 
There is a large digital news ticker tape running above the snow-covered shopping mall in 
the island's capital, Nuuk. Donald Trump says he wants this territory and he'll take it "the 
easy way or the hard way". Ahead of Wednesday's talks, he said the US needed Greenland 
for national security, and Nato "should be leading the way for us to get it".  
(BBC News Web Page: 14/01/26, FARUK) 
CHINA ANNOUNCES RECORD $1TN TRADE SURPLUS DESPITE TRUMP TARIFFS  
China announced record export numbers for 2025, a year when US President Donald 
Trump's tariffs and trade policy caused turmoil in the global economy. Beijing on Wednesday 
reported the world's largest-ever trade surplus - the value of goods and services sold 
overseas compared to its imports - at $1.19tn. It's the first time China's full-year trade 
surplus has passed $1tn, beating 2024's record figure of $993bn. China's monthly export 
surpluses passed $100bn seven times last year - a sign that Trump's tariff campaign have 
barely affected its overall trade with the rest of the world.  
(BBC News Web Page: 14/01/26, FARUK) 
UGANDA ELECTION CHIEF SAYS HE HAS HAD THREATS OVER RESULTS 
DECLARATION  
The head of Uganda's electoral body says he has received threats warning him against 
declaring certain presidential candidates the winners of Thursday's election. Simon 
Byabakama said he would not be intimidated by such threats from senior state officials, 
whom he did not name. He was responding to a BBC question about a widely shared video 
which shows a presidential assistant saying the electoral commission would never declare 
opposition candidate Robert Kyagulanyi, popularly known as Bobi Wine, as president, even 
if he were to win. "Some people say if you don't declare so-and-so as president, you will see. 
I tell them I am not in the business of donating votes," said Byabakama. 
 (BBC News Web Page: 14/01/26, FARUK) 
RUSSIAN DOCTORS ARRESTED AFTER 9 BABIES DIE IN MATERNITY HOSPITAL  
Two senior doctors have been arrested in Russia following the deaths of nine babies in a 
maternity hospital in Siberia this month. The newborns died during the long New Year 
holiday in Novokuznetsk, Russia's main investigative authority said in a statement. No 
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reason for the babies deaths has been given. The case has caused anger around Russia. All 
the babies were born in the Novokuznetsk Maternity Hospital No.1 from 1-12 January, with 
the first death on 4 January, Russia's Investigative Committee spokeswoman Svetlana 
Peterenko said. (BBC News Web Page: 14/01/26, FARUK) 
VENEZUELA HAS FREED SOME AMERICAN CITIZENS FROM PRISON: US OFFICIAL 
Venezuela has started releasing multiple Americans detained across the country, according 
to a US state department official. The official did not confirm the identities or number of 
prisoners released by Venezuela, but in a statement called the move "an important step in 
the right direction by the interim authorities". It is the first known release of American citizens 
since a US military operation seized President Nicolas Maduro and his wife during a raid in 
the capital Caracas on 3 January, to face drug trafficking charges in New York. The UN says 
Venezuela has so far only released about 50 people out of what campaigners say is a tally 
of more than 800 political prisoners in the country.  
(BBC News Web Page: 14/01/26, FARUK) 
LAST YEAR WAS UKRAINE'S DEADLIEST FOR CIVILIANS SINCE 2022: UN  
2025 was the deadliest year for civilians in Ukraine since 2022, according to the United 
Nations (UN). Conflict-related violence killed at least 2,514 civilians last year, the UN's 
Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine said, compared with 2,088 in 2024 and 1,974 in 
2023. The number of injured civilians also increased sharply each year. The year's deadliest 
attack killed at least 38 civilians in the western city of Ternopil in November, it reported, 
including eight children. On Tuesday President Volodymyr Zelensky said overnight Russian 
strikes had killed four people in Kharkiv and left "several hundred thousand households" 
without power in and around Kyiv amid freezing temperatures.  
(BBC News Web Page: 14/01/26, FARUK) 
UK SUMMONS IRANIAN AMBASSADOR OVER 'BRUTAL' KILLINGS 
The UK government has summoned the Iranian ambassador in response to the ongoing 
"brutal" killings of protesters in the country, the foreign secretary has said. Thousands of 
people are feared dead or have been detained after a crackdown on anti-government 
protesters across Iran in recent days. Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper outlined "the UK's 
total abhorrence of the killings, the violence, and the repression that we are seeing" in a 
Commons statement, and said she feared the death toll may be significantly higher than 
reported so far. She also said the government would implement "full and further sanctions" 
against Iran targeting finance, energy, transport, software and other industries. 
(BBC News Web Page: 14/01/26, FARUK) 
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