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HIGHLIGHTS

Tarique Rahman has assumed office as the Chairman of the BNP--The party’s constitutionally mandated National
Standing Committee meeting unanimously entrusted him with the responsibility. (Jago News:11)

Commenting on the success of Islami Chhatra Shibir in university student union elections, BNP Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir has said the issue requires in-depth research, adding that university student
elections have never influenced national elections. (DW:08)

BNP will take organisational action against rebel candidates if they fail to withdraw their nomination papers
within the stipulated time, says the party’s Standing Committee member Nazrul Islam Khan. (DW:08)

R total of 645 appeals have bheen submitted to the Election Commission against Returning Officers’ decisions
during the scrutiny of nomination papers for the 13th national parliamentary election. (Jago News:10)

Following an order from the Appellate Division regarding constituency boundary complications, the Election

Commission has temporarily suspended electoral activities in the Pabna-1 and Pabna-2 constituencies for the 13th
national parliamentary election. (DW:08)

Although a strike called to halt the sale of LPG has been withdrawn, the LPG shortage persists, with cylinders
priced at Tk 1,306 being sold for as much as Tk 2,500, citing supply constraints. (DW:09)

In a joint operation by the NSI and police, nine people, including two members of a question paper leak syndicate
linked to the primary school teacher recruitment examination, have been arrested in Naogaon.

(Jago News:13)

R mild to moderate cold wave is sweeping across 24 districts of the country, with the lowest temperature on
Friday recorded at 6.8 degree Celsius in Tetulia. (Jago News:12)

Homes in Teknaf, have been shaken by loud explosions and heavy gunfire from across the border in Myanmar’s
Rakhine State. Residents in horder areas have bheen advised to remain in safe locations. (Jago News:11)
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BBC

COLOMBIA SEES 'REAL THREAT' OF US MILITARY ACTION: PRESIDENT

Colombia's President Gustavo Petro has told the BBC that he believes there is now a "real
threat" of US military action against Colombia. Petro said the US is treating other nations as
part of a US "empire". It comes after Trump said a military operation in Colombia "sounds
good". Petro said that the US risks transforming from "dominating the world" to becoming
"isolated from the world." He also accused US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agents of acting like "Nazi brigades". Trump has significantly expanded ICE operations as
part of what the administration says is a crackdown on crime and immigrants who illegally
entered the US. (BBC News Web Page: 09/01/26, FARUK)

ONE DEAD, DOZENS TRAPPED AFTER LANDFILL COLLAPSES IN PHILIPPINES

A mountain of rubbish collapsed at a landfill in the central Philippines on Thursday, killing a
22-year-old woman and leaving more than 30 people missing, authorities have said.
Rescuers pulled 12 injured sanitation workers from debris at the Binaliw Landfill in Cebu
City, who were later hospitalized. Many of the missing are believed to be workers at the
landfill. The mayor of Cebu told news outlet ABS-CBN that it may be difficult to reach
survivors because of the potential for further collapse. The cause of the collapse is still
unclear, but Cebu City councillor Joel Garganera said it was likely the result of poor waste
management practices. (BBC News Web Page: 09/01/26, FARUK)
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RUSSIA HITS UKRAINE WITH ORESHNIK MISSILE IN FRESH STRIKES

Russia has used the Oreshnik ballistic missile as part of a massive overnight strike on
Ukraine. Four people were killed and 25 others injured in Kyiv on Thursday night, where loud
booms could be heard for several hours, setting the sky alight with explosions. It is only the
second time that Moscow has used the Oreshnik, which was first deployed to hit the central
city of Dnipro in November 2024. Russia's defence ministry said the strike was a response to
a Ukrainian drone attack targeting Vladimir Putin's residence in late December, which Kyiv
denies carrying out. (BBC News Web Page: 09/01/26, FARUK)

HUGE ANTI-GOVERNMENT PROTESTS IN TEHRAN AND OTHER IRANIAN CITIES
Huge crowds of protesters have been matching through Iran's capital and other cities, videos
show, in what is said to be the largest show of force by opponents of the clerical
establishment in years. The peaceful demonstrations in Tehran and the second city of
Mashhad on Thursday evening, which were not dispersed by security forces, can be seen in
footage verified by BBC Persian. Later, a monitoring group reported a nationwide internet
blackout. Protesters can be heard in the footage calling for the overthrow of Iran's Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and the return of Reza Pahlavi, the exiled son of the late
former shah, who had urged his supporters to take to the streets.

(BBC News Web Page: 09/01/26, FARUK)

VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT BEGINS RELEASING POLITICAL PRISONERS

The Venezuelan government has started releasing detainees considered political prisoners
by human rights groups, in what officials described as a goodwill gesture. Spain's foreign
ministry said five of its nationals had been released. Among them is prominent Venezuelan-
Spanish rights activist, Rocio San Miguel, her family confirmed to US media. The move
comes after the US seized Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro in a raid on the capital,
Caracas, on Saturday, to face drug trafficking charges in New York. US President Donald
Trump wrote on Truth Social that the release of political prisoners - which has been a long-
held US demand - was "a very important and smart gesture" from Venezuela.

(BBC News Web Page: 09/01/26, FARUK)

AUSTRALIANS BRACE FOR 'PROPERTY LOSS’ AS BUSHFIRES DESTROY HOMES
Australians in Victoria have been warned they should prepare for "property loss or worse" as
much of the country faces extreme heatwave conditions. Temperatures on Friday and
Saturday are forecast to hit record highs for most states and territories, with Victoria and
South Australia in particular bracing for dangerous fire conditions due to strong winds and
hot temperatures. A total fire ban is in place in Victoria and all regions across the state were
given a "catastrophic" or "extreme" fire danger rating. "Victorians should brace themselves
for more property loss or worse," Country Fire Authority (CFA) chief officer Jason Heffernan
told the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) on Friday.

(BBC News Web Page: 09/01/26, FARUK)

US TO SUPPORT CAMBODIAN-THAI CEASEFIRE WITH $45M AID PLEDGE

The United States has announced it will provide $45m in aid to help solidify a fragile truce
brokered by President Donald Trump between Thailand and Cambodia. Michael DeSombre,
the US assistant secretary for East Asia, said on Friday that the US would offer $20m to help
both countries combat drug trafficking and cyber-scams, which have become a major
concern in Cambodia. DeSombre was meeting with senior Thai and Cambodian officials in
Bangkok and Phnom Penh on Friday and Saturday to discuss implementation of the peace
accords, according to a senior State Department official.

(BBC News Web Page: 09/01/26, FARUK)

YEMENI SEPARATISTS IN RIYADH ANNOUNCE DISPUTED DISBANDING OF STC
Yemen's main southern separatists have decided to disband following talks in Saudi Arabia,
the secretary-general of the organization has said, although the announcement was
dismissed by its spokesman, who called it "ridiculous”. The Southern Transitional Council
(STC) Secretary-General Abdulrahman Jalal al-Subaihi said in a broadcast on Yemeni
television on Friday that the dissolution of the group was taken to preserve peace and
security in the south and in neighbouring countries. He praised "the measures taken by the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the solutions it has provided that meet the needs of the people
of the South". However, STC spokesman Anwar al-Tamimi, who is in Abu Dhabi, rejected
the announcement coming out of Saudi Arabia. (BBC News Web Page: 09/01/26, FARUK)
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EIGHT PEOPLE KILLED BY ISRAELI AIR STRIKES: GAZA CIVIL DEFENCE AGENCY

At least eight people, including four children, have been killed by Israeli air strikes in Gaza in
the last 24 hours, the territory's civil defence agency has said. Four people, including three
children, were killed when a drone struck a tent sheltering displaced people in southern
Gaza, the agency's spokesman Mahmoud Bassal told AFP. An 11-year-old girl was killed
near the Jabalia refugee camp and a strike on a school killed one person, he said, while a
drone killed a man near Khan Younis and another was killed in an Israeli strike on Deir al-
Balah. Israel's military had said it is checking the reports. Both Israel and Hamas have
accused each other of breaching a fragile ceasefire in Gaza.

(BBC News Web Page: 09/01/26, FARUK)

::THE END::



