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HIGHLIGHTS

Chief Adviser Dr. Muhammad Yunus has emphasized the urgent recovery of looted weapons to ensure
law and order ahead of the upcoming February 12 parliamentary elections and referendum. (Jago FM: 14)

Nicolas Weeks, Swedish ambassador to Bangladesh, expressed satisfaction with the preparation of EC to
combat disinformation surrounding the national polls & assured cooperation if needed. (Jago FM: 17)

Police have arrested a professional fraudster for allegedly impersonating Home Affairs Adviser & sending
WhatsApp messages to a DC, providing misleading information about elections and demanding money.
(Jago FM: 19)

Religious Affairs Adviser calls for filing a complaint to EC with appropriate evidence if any govt official
participates in campaigning for any party or candidate at the district or upazila level.  (Jago FM: 15)

Youth and Sports Adviser Asif Nazrul has said Bangladesh will not accept any unreasonable conditions if
the ICC creates pressure on country under influence from the Indian Cricket Board. (Jago FM: 14)

The Detective Branch of DMP has arrested Mohammad Rassel, Managing Director of the e-commerce
platform Evaly and his wife & company’s Chairperson, Shamima Nasrin from Dhanmondi of the capital.
(BBC: 06)

Energy Advisor Muhammad Fouzul Kabir Khan has expressed hope that the ongoing LPG crisis in the
country will end before Ramadan. (Jago FM: 17)

According to police data, snatching in the country increased by 31% and robberies increased by 43% in
2025 compared to the previous year. (DW: 13)

The news that British lawyer Toby Cadman is no longer serving as special adviser to Int'l Crimes
Tribunal Chief Prosecutor Mohammad Tajul Islam has sparked curiosity among many in Bangladesh.

(BBC: 07)
The organisers of the International Kolkata Book Fair have said Bangladeshi publishers will not be able
to participate in the Fair this year as well like the last year. (BBC: 03)
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TRUMP SAYS HE WILL '100%' CARRY OUT GREENLAND TARIFFS THREAT, AS EU
VOWS TO PROTECT ITS INTERESTS

Donald Trump has vowed to "100%" follow through on his threat to impose tariffs on
European countries who oppose his demand to take control of Greenland. European allies
have rallied around Greenland's sovereignty. Denmark's foreign minister emphasised the US
president cannot threaten his way to ownership of the semi-autonomous Danish territory. UK
Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper reiterated the UK's position that the future of Greenland is
for "Greenlanders and for the Danes alone" to decide. On Monday, Trump declined to rule
out the use of force and insisted he would press ahead with the threatened tariffs on goods
arriving in the US from the UK and seven other Nato-allied countries.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/01/26, FARUK)

PALESTINIAN CHILDREN'S FOOTBALL PITCH FACES ISRAELI DEMOLITION
ULTIMATUM

A Palestinian children's football club in the occupied West Bank faces imminent demolition
despite an international campaign to save it. Its supporters say it provides a rare sporting
opportunity for young Palestinian players. But Israeli insists it's been built without the
necessary permits. In this deeply divided land so much is contested; from the identities and
faiths of the people who live here, to every inch of the ground they stand on. Recently, that
has come to include one small patch of artificial turf laid down under the shadow of the giant
concrete wall that isolates Israel from my much of the occupied West Bank.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/01/26, FARUK)

CHINA DEMANDS TALIBAN PROTECT ITS CITIZENS AFTER DEADLY KABUL BLAST
Beijing has demanded the Taliban government protect its citizens after an explosion at a
Chinese restaurant in the Afghan capital Kabul killed at least seven people. Six afghans and
one Chinese national were killed, and several more injured, in the blast at a Chinese
restaurant in a heavily-guarded part of the city centre on Monday, officials told the media.
The jihadist group Islamic State (IS) said it was behind the attack - although police in Kabul
said the "nature of the explosion is unknown so far and is being investigated". China has
urged its citizens not to travel to Afghanistan, where the Taliban seized control in 2021.
Islamic State has claimed numerous bombings since then.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/01/26, FARUK)

RUSSIAN STRIKES AGAIN LEAVE HALF OF KYIV WITH NO HEATING IN WINTER
COLD SNAP

A large Russian aerial strike on Ukraine has again left half of Kyiv's residential buildings
without heating or power as temperatures across the country continue to hover around -10C.
Drones, ballistic and cruise missiles targeted several locations in Ukraine, including Kyiv,
Dnipro in the centre and Odesa in the south. Air raids alerts in the capital lasted for most of
the night. On Tuesday, sirens rang out again as Russian drones and cruise missiles
approached the capital. President Volodymyr Zelensky said a "significant number" of targets
had been intercepted. (BBC News Web Page: 20/01/26, FARUK)

ISRAELI AUTHORITIES DEMOLISH UN COMPOUND IN OCCUPIED EAST JERUSALEM
Israeli demilitarization teams, accompanied by police, have begun tearing down the
headquarters of the UN's Palestinian refugee agency, Unrwa, in occupied East Jerusalem.
Israel says it owns the land on which the compound stands and accuses Unrwa - the
organization that provides aid, education and healthcare to Palestinians in the occupied
West Bank and Gaza - of being infiltrated by Hamas. The agency has denied the allegations
and says its premises are protected under international conventions. Israel's action comes in
the wake of a controversial law passed last year which banned Unrwa from operating in
Israel and occupied East Jerusalem. (BBC News Web Page: 20/01/26, FARUK)

FRANCE MAKES FIRST INTERESTION TARGETING SMALL BOAT CROSSINGS TO UK
French officials have made their first interception on the water as part of a new policy aimed
at stopping small boats carrying illegal migrants to the UK. A so-called "taxi-boat" was
boarded by French officers on Saturday on the Aa canal in Gravelines, which is on the
Channel coast above Calais. It follows a change of tactics agreed in November following
growing pressure from the UK government to step up interventions.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/01/26, FARUK)
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AUSTRALIA PARLIAMENT VOTES FOR TIGHTER GUN CONTROLS AFTER BONDI
SHOOTING

Australia's parliament has voted in favour of sweeping gun law reforms, a month after two
attackers shot 15 people dead at a Jewish festival at Bondi Beach. The bill, which includes a
national gun buyback scheme and new checks on firearm licence applications, cleared the
House of Representatives by 96 votes to 45, before being passed by the Senate. Home
Affairs Minister Tony Burke said the Bondi gunmen would not legally have had access to
firearms if such a law had been in place prior to the attack. Reforms to hate speech aimed at
tackling antisemitism, also passed by the lower house on Tuesday, were expected to receive
Senate approval later in the day. (BBC News Web Page: 20/01/26, FARUK)

SYRIA-SDF CEASEFIRE HANGS IN BALANCE AFTER RENEWED CLASHES,
FALTERING TALKS

Tensions between the Syrian government and the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) have been escalating, days after they announced a ceasefire, which is being severely
tested by renewed fighting, involving the withdrawal of the latter's forces from areas west of
the Euphrates River. Talks in Damascus between Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa and
SDF leader Mazloum Abdi, also known as Mazloum Kobani, have faltered, and Abdi has
returned to the northeast. Contention and a blame game have surrounded the issues of ISIL
(ISIS) prisoners who escaped from al-Shaddadi prison during the fighting between the army
and the SDF. Syria's Ministry of Interior said on Tuesday that 130 of 200 ISIL escapees had
been recaptured. (BBC News Web Page: 20/01/26, FARUK)

IRAN 'JUST GETTING STARTED' ON PUNISHING 'RIOTERS' ARRESTED DURING
PROTESTS

Iranian officials continue to promise harsh punishments for "rioters" arrested during recent
nationwide protests as they trade barbs with United States President Donald Trump amid an
ongoing digital blackout. "Our main work at the judiciary about the recent developments has
just started,” judiciary chief Gholam-Hossein Mohseni-Ejei wrote in a post on X on Monday.
His comments came as the internet remains fully blocked for most people across Iran
despite a very brief period of partial reconnection on Sunday. Ejei also had a meeting with
President Masoud Pezeshkian and parliament chief Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, where the
three leaders promised punishments. (BBC News Web Page: 20/01/26, FARUK)
VIETNAM'S TO LAM VOWS TO FIGHT CORRUPTION, PLEDGES 10% ECONOMIC
GROWTH

Vietnam's top leader To Lam has promised to fight corruption and boost annual economic
growth to more than 10% for the remainder of the decade, as he addressed a gathering of
the country's governing Communist Party. In a speech before a twice-a-decade party
congress on Tuesday, the secretary-general stressed that "all wrongdoings must be dealt
with", while urging the party to pursue administrative reform and tackle "wastefulness and
negativity" in government. Lam, 68, said Vietnam needed to cut red tape and expand global
trade to protect its independence and national interests. (BBC News Web Page: 20/01/26,
FARUK)

NORTH KOREA'S KIM JONG UN FIRES VICE PREMIER, PUBLICLY REBUKES
OFFICIALS

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has fired a senior official tasked with economic policy and
condemned "incompetent" party members, according to state media, in a rare public rebuke
of officials in the secretive state. The state-run Korean Central News Agency (KCNA)
reported on Tuesday that Kim had dismissed Vice Premier Yang Sung-ho during the
inauguration ceremony of the first stage of a modernisation project at the Ryongsong
Machine Complex. The North Korean leader fired Yang "on the spot", KCNA said, adding
that Kim considered the vice premier as "unfit to be entrusted with heavy duties". (BBC
News Web Page: 20/01/26, FARUK)

:: THE END::



