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HIGHLIGHTS

Casualties in explosions while making cocktails at a madrasa in Keraniganj, Dhaka, and at Jajira in
Shariatpur have raised concern of deterioration in the law & order situation ahead of the national polls.
(BBC: 07)

The European Union Election Observation Mission has deployed 56 long-term observers across all 64
districts of Bangladesh to monitor the upcoming parliamentary election. (DW: 09)

After Islami Andolan Bangladesh withdrew from the 'll-party electoral alliance' led by Jamaat-e-Islami,
the question arises whether the attempt to bring the votes of religious parties into 'one box' has failed.
(BBC: 03)

Professor Ali Riaz, special assistant to the chief adviser has stated that there is no legal restriction
preventing public servants from campaigning in favour of a "Yes" vote in the referendum.
(Jago News: 13)

NCP has warned it will take to the streets if dual citizens or loan defaulters are allowed to contest in
the parliamentary polls. (Jago News: 17)

BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman has said the future democratic government has a responsibility towards
the families of victims of enforced disappearance and murder. (Jago News: 11)

Bangladesh Cricket Board has reiterated its firm refusal to play the upcoming T20 World Cup matches in
India, citing ongoing security concerns for players and fans. (BBC: 04)

There has been no significant progress in the trial of journalist couple Sagar-Runi murder even during
the tenure of interim govt; in fact, the date for submitting probe report has been postponed 11 times.

(DW: 09)
Bangladesh Minority Lawyers Unity has expressed concern about violence against minority communities
in the country and protested against it as it has not stopped. (Jago News: 12)
Director: 44813046 Deputy News Controller: 44813048 Assistant News Controller: 448130417
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IRAN SUPREME LEADER BLAMES US FOR DEADLY PROTESTS

Iran's Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has accused the US and Donald Trump of
being responsible for "casualties, damage and slander" in his country during recent protests.
In a speech on Saturday, Khamenei acknowledged that thousands of people had been killed
during recent unrest, "some in an inhuman, savage manner" but blamed the deaths on
"seditionists". The US president has urged Iranian anti-government demonstrators to "keep
protesting" and threatened military intervention if security forces kill them. Protests in Iran
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have claimed 3,090 lives, according to US-based Iranian Human Rights Activists News
Agency (HRANA), in unrest that started over the economy on 28 December.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/01/26, FARUK)

MUSEVENI WINS THE UGANDAN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

President Yoweri Museveni has been declared the winner of Thursday's election extending
his four decades in power by another five years. He gained 72% of the vote, the election
commission announced, against 25% for his closest challenger Bobi Wine, who has
condemned what he described as "fake results". Wine has called on Ugandans to hold non-
violent protests. Museveni, 81, first came to power as a rebel leader in 1986 but since then
has won seven elections. (BBC News Web Page: 17/01/26, FARUK)

SYRIAN ARMY MOVES EAST OF ALEPPO AFTER KURDISH FORCES WITHDRAW

The Syrian army is moving into areas east of Aleppo city, after Kurdish forces started a
withdrawal. Syrian troops have been spotted entering Deir Hafer, a town about 50km from
Aleppo. On Friday, the Kurdish Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) militia announced it would
redeploy east of the Euphrates river. This follows talks with US officials, and a pledge from
Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa to make Kurdish a national language. After deadly
clashes last week, the US urged both sides to avoid a confrontation. President al-Sharaa is
seeking to integrate the Kurds military and civilian bodies into Syrian national institutions.
(BBC News Web Page: 17/01/26, FARUK)

BLAIR AND RUBIO AMONG NAMES ON GAZA 'BOARD OF PEACE'

The Trump administration has named US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and former UK
prime minister Sir Tony Blair as two of the founding members of its "Board of Peace" for
Gaza. Trump's Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff and the president's son-in-law Jared
Kushner will also sit on the "founding executive board", the White House said in a statement
on Friday. Trump will act as chairman of the board, which forms part of his 20-point plan to
end the war between Israel and Hamas. It is expected to temporarily oversee the running of
Gaza and manage its reconstruction. (BBC News Web Page: 17/01/26, FARUK)

PAHLAVI URGES WORLD TO HELP PROTESTERS TOPPLE IRAN'S GOVERNMENT
The exiled son of the last Iranian shah (king) has called on the world to help protesters
topple Iran's government, saying he is confident "the Islamic Republic will fall - not if, but
when". Reza Pahlavi, a US-based opposition leader, asked the world to target Iran's
Revolutionary Guard leadership, which he said would "facilitate our tusk and prevent more
loss of life". More than 2,600 protesters have been killed, according to a human rights group,
in demonstrations that started over the economy on 28 December and turned into calls for
the end of the rule of Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. The Iranian
government has called the protests "riots" backed by Iran's enemies.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/01/26, FARUK)

UGANDA OPPOSITION LEADER SAYS HE HAS ESCAPED

Ugandan opposition leader Bobi Wine says he has escaped from house arrest after the
police denied claims from his party that he had been seized by helicopter, with the final
result of Thursday's election to be announced shortly. Wine's party had said a helicopter
landed in the grounds of his house in the capital, Kampala, and forcibly took him to an
unknown location. He has since issued a statement saying he managed to escape during
the night raid by the security forces and was no longer at his home, but his wife and other
relatives were still under house arrest. The latest results show that President Yoweri
Museveni has a commanding lead and is set to extend his 40 years in power.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/01/26, FARUK)

TRUMP’S NEW PLAN TO GREENLAND TAKEOVER

US President Donald Trump has threatened to place tariffs on nations that do not go along
with his ambitions to annex Greenland. Trump said at a White House meeting that he "may
put a tariff on countries if they don't go along with Greenland", which is a self-governing
territory controlled by Denmark. He did not say which countries might be hit with new tariffs,
or what authority he would invoke to use such import taxes in pursuit of his goal. Along with
Denmark and Greenland, other countries oppose his plans, and many in the US have
expressed scepticism about an acquisition. As Trump spoke, a bipartisan congressional
delegation was visiting Greenland to show support for the territory.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/01/26, FARUK)
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MACHADO VOWS TO LEAD VENEZUELA '"WHEN RIGHT TIME COMES'

Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado has vowed she will lead the
country"when the right time comes". "There's a mission, and we are going to turn Venezuela
into that land of grace, and | believe | will be elected when the right time comes as president
of Venezuela, the first woman president,” she told Fox News. Her comments come a day
after she gave President Donald Trump her Nobel Peace Prize medal, calling it a recognition
of his commitment to Venezuela's freedom. The US seized Venezuela's President Nicolas
Maduro in Caracas on 3 January and removed him to New York to face various drugs and
weapons charges. (BBC News Web Page: 17/01/26, FARUK)

GUINEA'S JUNTA LEADER POISED TO BECOME CIVILIAN PRESIDENT

From the moment he seized power in September 2021 Guinea's Mamadi Doumbouya struck
an imposing figure. Just 36 years old at the time, the broad-shouldered colonel, standing at
well over six feet, wearing military fatigues, mirrored sunglasses and a red beret certainly
made an impression when announcing the coup. A relatively unknown member of an elite
army unit, he declared that the government of ousted President Alpha Conde had
disregarded democratic principles and that citizens rights were being trampled on. After
more than four years of acting as interim president, and going back on a promise not to run
for leadership of the country, Doumbouya, now 41, is set to be sworn in as the elected head
of state on Saturday. This discreet, disciplined and private man won 87% of the vote in
December's election against a severely depleted field.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/01/26, FARUK)

CANADA'S DEAL WITH CHINA SIGNALS IT IS SERIOUS ABOUT SHIFT FROM US
Prime Minister Mark Carney's new approach to Canada's foreign policy can perhaps be
distilled in one line: "We take the world as it is, not as we wish it to be." That was his
response when asked about the deal struck with China on Friday, despite concerns over its
human rights record and nearly a year after he called China "the biggest security threat"
facing Canada. The deal will see Canada ease tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles that it
imposed in tandem with the US in 2024. In exchange, China will lower retaliatory tariffs on
key Canadian agricultural products. Experts told the BBC the move represents a significant
shift in Canada's policy on China, one that is shaped by ongoing uncertainty with the US, its
largest trade partner. (BBC News Web Page: 17/01/26, FARUK)

:: THE END::



