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HIGHLIGHTS

Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus has called on citizens to vote “yes” in the upcoming referendum,
saying the responsibility of building a new Bangladesh now lies in the hands of people.  (Jago FM: 15)

Election Commission has been accused of allowing dual citizens to participate in the national elections in
large numbers under pressure from some political parties. (BBC: 04)

R delegation of NCP has called on govt. to be vocal in ensuring a level playing field in the upcoming
elections. Nahid Islam has accused BNP of creating a 'mob and pressure' in front of EC building.
(BBC: 04)

Islami Andolan Bangladesh has decided not to field candidates in Dhaka-13 and Bagerhat-1 constituencies,
extending support to Bangladesh Khelafat Majlish Ameer Maulana Mamunul Haque.
(DW: 13)

The University of Asia Pacific has announced an indefinite closure, a day after expelling two teachers
for alleged religious insult and student protests. (BBC: 10)

R RAB officer was killed in a shootout with terrorists during a raid in Jungle Salimpur of Sitakunda
Upazila of Chittagong. Several other RAB members were injured in the incident. (Jago FM: 19)

Indian Coast Guard detained a fishing trawler, along with 24 Bangladeshi fishermen for allegedly
crossing the int'l maritime horder & handed them over to the Fraserganj coastal police of West Bengal.
(Jago FM: 19)

Police records from January to December 2025 documented 645 incidents involving minorities. 0f those,
11 incidents were identified as having communal elements. (BBC: 04)

The government's decision to permit private rice imports as the Aman harvest arrives causes concern for
Bangladeshi farmers, as increased supply from imports can depress local paddy prices. (Jago FM: 19)

ICC has informed that if Bangladesh do not agree to play their T20 World Cup matches in India, they
could be replaced by Scotland. (DW: 15)
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BBC
HIGH-SPEED TRAIN CRASH IN SPAIN KILLS AT LEAST 39
At least 39 people have died in a train collision in southern Spain and dozens more have
been injured in the country's worst rail crash in more than a decade, Spain's Civil Guard has
said. Carriages on a Madrid-bound train derailed and crossed over to the opposite tracks,
colliding with an oncoming train in Adamuz on Sunday evening. Four hundred passengers
and staff were onboard both trains, the rail networks said. Emergency services treated 122
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people, with 48, including five children, still in hospital. Of those, 11 adults and one child are
in intensive care. Spanish Transport Minister Oscar Puente said the death toll "is not yet
final", as officials launched an investigation. (BBC News Web Page: 19/01/26, FARUK)

US BELIEVES ITS POWER MATTERS MORE THAN INTERNATIONAL LAW: UN CHIEF
The US is acting with impunity and believes its power matters more than international law,
the head of the UN has told the BBC. Speaking to BBC Radio 4's Today programme,
Antonio Gutierres said Washington's "clear conviction" was that multilateral solutions were
irrelevant. What mattered, he continued, was the "exercise of the power and influence of the
United States and sometimes in this respect by the norms of international law". His
comments come weeks after the US struck Venezuela and seized its president - and in the
context of Donald Trump's repeated threats to annex Greenland. Gutierres said he believed
the founding principles of the UN - including the equality of member states - were now under
threat. President Trump has previously been scathing in his criticism of the United Nations.
(BBC News Web Page: 19/01/26, FARUK)

'EUROPE WON'T BE BLACKMAILED,” DANISH PM SAYS IN WAKE OF TRUMP
GREENLAND THREATS

Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen has said"Europe won't be blackmailed" by
Donald Trump's tariff threats over Greenland. The US president has said he will impose a
new 10% levy on goods from eight allied nations if they oppose his proposed takeover of the
autonomous Danish territory. Frederiksen and other European leaders issued a joint
statement on Sunday, saying the tariffs risked "undermining transatlantic relations and risk a
dangerous downward spiral". On Monday, Trump said Nato had been "telling Denmark, for
20 years, that you have to get the Russian threat away from Greenland.' Unfortunately,
Denmark has been unable to do anything about it. Now it is time, and it will be done!!!"

(BBC News Web Page: 19/01/26, FARUK)

SYRIA AGREES CEASEFIRE WITH KURDISH-LED FORCES AFTER TWO WEEKS OF
CLASHES

The Syrian government has announced an immediate nationwide ceasefire with the Kurdish-
led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), taking almost full control of the country, Syrian state
media says. The ceasefire ends nearly two weeks of fighting and forms part of a broader 14-
point agreement that will see the SDF integrated into Syria's military and state institutions.
Speaking in Damascus, President Ahmed al-Sharaa said the deal would allow Syrian state
institutions to reassert control over three eastern and northern governorates - al-Hasakah,
Deir Ezzor and Raqgqga. It follows a meeting between al-Sharaa and the US special envoy to
Syria, Tom Barrack, in Damascus. Barrack praised the agreement as a step toward a
"unified Syria." (BBC News Web Page: 19/01/26, FARUK)

JAPAN PM TAKAICHI CALLS SNAP ELECTION THREE MONTHS AFTER TAKING
OFFICE

Japan's Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi will dissolve parliament on Friday, paving the way for
an early election on 8 February that she hopes will translate her strong public polling into a
big majority in the lower house. It was an "extremely weighty decision decision" that would
"determine Japan's course together with the people", Takaichi told a news conference in
Tokyo. The country's first female leader and her cabinet have enjoyed high public support
since taking office last October. But her party lags behind in polls and the move is risky. It's
Japan's second general election in as many years and will test appetite for her plans to
boost public spending when cost-of-living is top of voters minds.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/01/26, FARUK)

CHINA'S BIRTH RATE HITS RECORD LOW AS POPULATION CONTINUES TO SHRINK
China's birth rates sunk to a record low in 2025, despite the government rolling out a spate
of incentives to boost it, as the country's population fell for the fourth straight year.
Government data on Monday showed that the country's birth rate fell to 5.63 per 1,000
people - a record low since the Communist Party took power in 1949 - while its death rate
rose to 8.04 per 1,000 people, the highest since 1968. Its population fell 3.39 million to reach
1.4 billion by the end of 2025, marking a quicker decline than the previous year. Faced with
an ageing population and sluggish economy, Beijing has been trying hard to encourage
more young people to marry and have children. (BBC News Web Page: 19/01/26, FARUK)
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CHILE DECLARES 'STATE OF CATASTROPHE' AS WILDFIRES LEAVE AT LEAST 18
DEAD

Chilean President Gabriel Boric has declared a state of catastrophe in two regions where
deadly wildfires have at least 18 people dead. More than 50,000 people have also been
evacuated in the Nuble and Biobio regions, about 500km south of the capital Santiago. Boric
said the death toll was expected to increase. The most dangerous fire has swept through dry
forests bordering the coastal city of Concepcion. About 250 homes have been destroyed,
disaster officials said. (BBC News Web Page: 19/01/26, FARUK)

FACTORY EXPLOSION IN CHINA KILLS FOUR, INJURES 84

A huge explosion at a factory in northern China has killed four people and injured 84 others,
with six people still missing, state media reported. The blast happened at around 15:00 local
time Sunday at Baogang United Steel plant in Inner Mongolia, causing noticeable tremors in
the area. Footage online showed the explosion sending large plumes of smoke into the sky,
while the ground was littered with debris, including collapsed ceilings and pipes. Five among
the dozens hospitalized suffered serious injuries, state media reported. Authorities are
investigating the cause of the blast. Baogang United Steel is a major state-owned iron and
steel enterprise. (BBC News Web Page: 19/01/26, FARUK)

IMF WARNS OF TRADE TENSION RISK TO GLOBAL GROWTH

Trade tensions and a reversal in the artificial intelligence (Al) boom are among the main
risks to global economic growth, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has warned. Its
comments came in its latest world economic outlook, where it described the global economy
as "steady", with growth expected to remain "resilient” this year. The IMF's forecast was
produced ahead of Donald Trump's threat at the weekend to impose tariffs on eight
European countries opposed to his proposed takeover of Greenland. The fund also said the
independence of central banks was "paramount" for global economic stability and growth.
(BBC News Web Page: 19/01/26, FARUK)

THIRTEEN SCHOOL PUPILS IN SOUTH AFRICA DIE AFTER BUS COLLIDES WITH
LORRY

Thirteen school pupils have died in South Africa after the minibus they were travelling in
collided with a lorry south of the city of Johannesburg. The crash happened on Monday
morning at around 07:00 local time in Vanderbijlpark, the local education authority said.
Eleven students died at the scene, while two succumbed to their injuries later on. Two other
pupils remains in critical condition. The minibus driver crashed into the lorry after attempting
to overtake two vehicles, police spokesperson Mavela Masondo said.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/01/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST 21 DEAD, DOZENS MISSING IN MASSIVE PAKISTAN MALL FIRE

A massive fire that tore through a shopping centre in Pakistan's largest city, Karachi, has
killed 21 people, including a firefighter, and rescuers are racing to find dozens more still
missing. It took firefighters more than 24 hours to put out the blaze in Gul Plaza that started
on Saturday night. The building housed 1,200 stores and spanned 8,000 sq m. Parts of the
building have collapsed, with officials saying the debris and lack of ventilation were
hampering rescue efforts. "Almost the entire building was already engulfed in flames", by the
time rescuers arrived at the site on Saturday night, local emergency services said.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/01/26, FARUK)

:: THE END::



