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HIGHLIGHTS

Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad Yunus has said the February 12 general elections would set a
benchmark for all future polls in Bangladesh. [Jago FM: 15]

There is a growing surge of public opinion in favour of the “yes” vote across the country--- said
Shafiqul Alam, press secretary to the chief adviser. [Jago FM: 14]

BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman promised to resolve various social problems like creating employment for
youth, developing agriculture & infrastructure & rehabilitating slum dwellers if his party come to power.
[Jago FM: 1T]
NCP convenor Nahid Islam said if there are any plans to seize & seal polling stations, forget those plans,
those plans will not succeed. His party will guard polling stations & bring the real victory of people.
[Jago FM: 18]
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Dr. Shafiqur Rahman has assured that his party intends to build a
people-friendly country if they come in power. [Jago FM: 16]

Prominent poet and political thinker Farhad Mazhar has described reported policy engagement between
the United States and Jamaat-e-Islami as a dangerous sign for the country. [Jago FM: 16]

Enalysts believe that BNP & Jamaat-e-Islami are trying to ensure their victory by adhering to old
political trends. Therefore, they are engaging in ever-familiar war of words & this trend may increase in
coming days. [BBC: 03]

Police have arrested the manager of Sharmin Academy, Pabitra Kumar Barua, in a case filed over the
abuse of a four-year-old child at the school in capital's Nayapaltan area. [Jago FM: 16]

Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation has written to 9 supplier companies from T countries to confirm
sources for importing liquefied petroleum gas amid a nationwide shortage of cooking gas cylinders.
[Jago FM: 18]
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BBC
TRUMP'S CLAIM ON NATO ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN SPARKS OUTRAGE IN UK
Donald Trump's claim that NATO troops stayed "a little of the front lines" during the war in
Afghanistan has sparked outrage in the UK from politicians and veterans families.
Government minister Stephen Kinnock told the BBC he was "disappointed" by the US
president's remarks, while Conservative leader Kemi Badenoch described them as "flat-out
nonsense”. The mother of severely injured soldier Ben Parkinson said Trump's comments
were the "ultimate insult". The UK was among several allies to join the US in Afghanistan
from 2001, after it invoked NATOQO’s collective security clause following the 9/11 terror
attacks. Four-hundred and fifty-seven British service personnel were killed in the conflict.
(BBC News Web Page: 23/01/26, FARUK)
TRUMP WITHDRAWS CANADA'S INVITE TO BOARD OF PEACE
US President Donald Trump has withdrawn an invite for Canada to join his newly constituted
Board of Peace, in the latest spat between the North American neighbours. "Please let this
Letter serve to represent that the Board of Peace is withdrawing its invitation to you
regarding Canada's joining," Trump said on Truth Social in a post addressed to Prime
Minister Mark Carney, who made headlines this week when he warned of a "rupture" in the
US-led global order. Canada had indicated that while it would not pay to be on the board, it
would join. Meanwhile, EU chief Antonio Costa said European leaders have serious doubts
about the scope of the board, but were willing to work with the body in Gaza.
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(BBC News Web Page: 23/01/26, FARUK)

PAKISTAN MALL FIRE DEATH TOLL JUMPS TO 67

The death toll in a fire which engulfed a shopping centre in Pakistan has climbed to 67,
police have confirmed. Police say 77 people are currently reported as missing by their
families following the fire at Gul Plaza, in Pakistan's largest city Karachi, on Saturday
morning. But the scale of the damage following the blaze - which took more than 24 hours to
put out - has slowed rescue efforts, as authorities comb the remains of the 6,500sq m
complex. While some of the bodies found are only partial remains, authorities had been able
to count 67 skulls, the deputy commissioner of police told the BBC. The process to identify
the bodies continues, with 15 people identified so far.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/01/26, FARUK)

US UNVEILS PLANS FOR 'NEW GAZA' WITH SKYSCRAPERS

The US has unveiled its plans for a "New Gaza" that would see the devastated Palestinian
territory rebuilt from scratch. Slides showed dozens of skyscrapers stretching along the
Mediterranean coast and housing estates in the Rafah area, while a map outlining the
phased development of new residential, agricultural and industrial areas for the 2.1 million
population. They were presented during a signing ceremony at the World Economic Forum
in Davos for President Donald Trump's new Board of Peace, which is tasked with ending the
two-year war between Israel and Hamas and overseeing reconstruction. "We're going to be
very successful in Gaza. It's going to be a great thing to watch," Trump declared.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/01/26, FARUK)

US BRACES FOR 'EXTREMELY DANGEROUS' WINTER STORM

More than 160 million Americans are expected to face an unusually brutal winter storm from
Friday, with heavy snows and freezing rains forecast. The storm is expected to sweep
through much of the United States, leaving "extremely dangerous" conditions in its wake as
it tracks eastwards from the High Plains and Rockies, the National Weather Service (NWS)
said. It warned that the Arctic blast will bring sub-zero temperatures and wind chills, which
"pose a life-threatening risk of hypothermia and frostbite to exposed skin". US transportation
officials, including airport authorities in several major cities, have warned of weekend travel
disruption, delays and cancellations. (BBC News Web Page: 23/01/26, FARUK)

UN TO TAKE OVER AL-HOL CAMP FOR IS FAMILIES IN SYRIA AFTER UNREST

The United Nations (UN) says it will take over management of a camp in north-eastern Syria
holding thousands of people with alleged links to the jihadist group Islamic State (IS). It
comes after Kurdish-led forces that had been running the camp withdrew in the face of an
advance by Syrian government forces, triggering unrest that forced aid agencies to suspend
operations. Residents were reported to have rushed camp perimeters in an apparent attempt
to escape, prompting unrest and looting. A ceasefire agreement has brought much of Syria's
north-east under the control of Damascus, ending years of autonomous Kurdish rule.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/01/26, FARUK)

US OFFICIALLY LEAVES WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

The US has officially withdrawn from the World Health Organization (WHO), leaving the UN
agency without one of its biggest donors. US President Donald Trump signed an executive
order signalling the withdrawal a year ago, having criticized the organization for being too
"China-centric" during the Covid pandemic. The US Department of Health and Human
Services said it took the decision due to the WHO's alleged "mishandling” of the pandemic,
an inability to reform and political influence from member states. The WHO has rejected
these claims and its director general Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said the withdrawal was
as a loss for the US and the world. (BBC News Web Page: 23/01/26, FARUK)

FATHER AND SON AMONG FOUR PEOPLE KILLED BY RUSSIAN DRONE STRIKE
Four people, including a five-year-old boy, have been killed in a Russian drone strike in
Ukraine, the Ukrainian emergency services says. It says the attack occurred in a private
residential area in the village of Cherkaske, in the Kramatorsk district of eastern Ukraine. It
adds that the bodies of two people, including a child, were recovered by emergency workers
from the rubble of a destroyed house. The Donetsk Regional Prosecutor's Office adds that
two of the people killed were a 32-year-old man and his 5-year-old son, with a further five
people injured - including the deceased child's mother.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/01/26, FARUK)
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TALIBAN RELEASE FEMALE ATHLETE, 22, AFTER 13 DAYS IN JAIL

A 22-year-old Afghan woman who was reportedly running a taekwondo gym for girls has
been released after spending 13 days in jail, a spokesman for the Taliban's Supreme Court
confirmed. Khadija Ahmadzada was detained for being in "violation" of rules "regarding
women's sports gyms", a spokesman for the Taliban's ministry of vice and virtue told the
BBC. Sports clubs have been closed to women since 2021, shortly after the Taliban returned
to power. At the time, it was said they would reopen once a "safe environment" - which does
not contravene the Taliban's strict interpretation of Islamic law - had been established.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/01/26, FARUK)

. THE END::



