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HIGHLIGHTS

The government has approved the 'July Mass Uprising Protection and Liability Determination Ordinance
2026' granting indemnity to participants in July Uprising. [Jago FM: 18]

NCP convener Nahid Islam has acknowledged internal disagreements within alliance due to the alliance
process in a very short period of time, but has expressed confidence that it will be resolved.

[Jago FM: 1]
The 11-party alliance is facing uncertainty as Jamaat-e-Islami has developed tensions with two parties
including Islami Andolan Bangladesh. Issues of 'distrust' & 'suspicion' about Jamaat have come up in this
alliance. [BBC: 08]

The Centre for Policy Dialogue has raised questions about whose interests are being served by the
interim government’s proposed Power and Energy Master Plan. [Jago FM: 18]

CID arrested 2 individuals, including a computer operator-cum-office assistant of EC on charges of
earning more than a crore taka per month by forging NID cards & illegally selling personal information
of citizens. [Jago FM: 1T]

BCB has removed Nazmul Islam from all responsibilities including his position as chairman of the board's
finance committee following a player boycott that halted several cricket matches in country on Thursday.

[DW: 16]
The Trump administration is indefinitely suspending immigrant visa processing for immigrants from 15
countries, including Bangladesh. [BBC: 06]

Experts say that due to the lack of legal obligations, parties are not prioritizing women's nominations,
which is gradually lagging behind women's participation in politics. [BBC: 04]

According to data from Swiss-based air quality monitoring group IQAir on Thursday, Dhaka topped the
list of the world's most polluted cities, with an Air Quality Index score of 271. [DW: 16]
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BBC

TRUMP TOLD 'KILLING HAS STOPPED' IN IRAN AFTER VIOLENT PROTEST
CRACKDOWN

Donald Trump has said he has been told "the killing in Iran has stopped”, but the US
president has not ruled out military action against the country over its violent crackdown on
anti-government protesters. According to human rights groups, more than 2,400 people have
been killed in the recent crackdown by the Iranian authorities in response to nationwide
protests. Trump's comments on Wednesday came after the US and UK both reduced the
number of personnel at the Al-Udeid air base in Qatar. Officials told CBS, the BBC's US
partner, that a partial American withdrawal was a "precautionary measure”. Iran's airspace
was closed to nearly all flights for five hours overnight, with several airlines announcing that
they will reroute flights around Iran. (BBC News Web Page: 15/01/26, FARUK)

DENMARK WARNS OF 'FUNDAMENTAL DISAGREEMENT' AFTER WHITE HOUSE
TALKS ON GREENLAND

Denmark’s foreign minister has said there is a "fundamental disagreement" with the US over
Greenland after talks at the White House. Lars Lokke Rasmussen said the meeting with
Vice-President JD Vance and Secretary of State Marco Rubio on Wednesday had been
"frank but constructive”. But he added that US President Trump was insisting on
"conquering" Greenland which was "totally unacceptable". "We made it very, very clear that
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this is not in the interest of Denmark," he said. Trump afterwards reiterated his interest in
acquiring the resource-rich island, a position that has rattled allies across Europe and stoked
tensions with Nato. (BBC News Web Page: 15/01/26, FARUK)

FROM BEHIND BARS, AUNG SAN SUU KYI CASTS A LONG SHADOW OVER
MYANMAR

As of Wednesday the Burmese democracy campaigner Aung San Suu Kyi will have spent a
total of 20 years in detention in Myanmar, five of them since her government was overthrown
by a military coup in February 2021. Almost nothing is known about her state of health, or
the conditions she is living in, although she is presumed to be held in a military prison in the
capital Nay Pyi Taw. "For all | know she could be dead," her son Kim Aris said last month,
although a spokesman for the ruling military junta insisted she is in good health. She has not
seen her lawyers for at least two years, nor is she known to have seen anyone else except
prison personnel. After the coup she was given jail sentences totalling 27 years on what are
widely viewed as fabricated charges. Yet despite her disappearance from public view, she
still casts a long shadow over Myanmar. (BBC News Web Page: 15/01/26, FARUK)
ZELENSKY DECLARES ENERGY EMERGENCY AS BITING COLD PERSISTS

Ukraine has declared a state of emergency in the country's energy sector, with a particular
focus on Kyiv, as ongoing Russian strikes continue to leave thousands of residents without
power. President Volodymyr Zelensky accused Moscow of deliberately exploiting the harsh
winter conditions as part of its war strategy, with overnight temperatures in Kyiv recently
dropping to around -20C. The declaration comes as Zelensky's US counterpart Donald
Trump said he was holding up efforts to secure a peace deal to end nearly four years of war
with Russia. He told the Reuters news agency on Wednesday that Ukraine "is less ready to
make a deal" than Russian president Vladimir Putin.

(BBC News Web Page: 15/01/26, FARUK)

US LAUNCHES PHASE TWO OF GAZA PEACE PLAN WITH NEW TECHNOCRATIC
GOVERNMENT

US envoy Steve Witkoff has announced the start of phase two of President Donald Trump's
plan to end the war in Gaza, with a technocratic Palestinian government established in the
territory. Under phase one, Hamas and Israel agreed a ceasefire in October, as well as a
hostage-prisoner exchange, a partial Israeli withdrawal, and an aid surge. Witkoff said phase
two would also see the reconstruction and full demilitarization of Gaza, including the
disarmament of Hamas and other Palestinian groups. "The US expects Hamas to comply
fully with its obligations," he warned, noting these include the return of the body of the last
dead Israeli hostage. "Failure to do so will bring serious consequences."

(BBC News Web Page: 15/01/26, FARUK)

EUROPE ALLIES BEGIN GREENLAND MILITARY MISSION AS TRUMP SAYS US
NEEDS ISLAND

A 15-strong French military contingent has arrived in the Greenland capital Nuuk, as several
European states send soldiers there as part of a so-called reconnaissance mission. The
deployment, which will also include personnel from Germany, Sweden, Norway and the UK,
comes as US President Donald Trump continues to press his claim to the Arctic island,
which is a semi-autonomous part of Denmark. French President Emmanuel Macron said the
initial troop deployment would be reinforced in the coming days with "land, air, and sea
assets". Senior French diplomat Olivier Poivre d'Arvor saw the mission as a sending a strong
political signal: "This is a first exercise... we'll show the US that Nato is present.”

(BBC News Web Page: 15/01/26, FARUK)
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