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HIGHLIGHTS

Chief Adviser Dr Muhammad Yunus has directed the armed forces to discharge their duties with
professionalism & neutrality so that the upcoming 13% national election & referendum can be held in an
inclusive & fair manner. [BBC: 03]

BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman has alleged that a group is conspiring to obstruct the election and urged
voters to remain vigilant. [BBC: 03]

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Dr Shafiqur Rahman has said they will not take revenge on anyone if
elected to power, stressing that the country belongs to all citizens, not to any single group.  [BBC: 03]

The government has issued an ordinance protecting participants in the July uprising. Many human rights
activists and legal experts have raised questioned the legal basis of this ordinance. [BBC: 13]

ICT-1 has sentenced 3 police officers including former DMP commissioner Habibur Rahman to death in a
case involving killing of 6 people, including students in capital’s Chankharpul area during July uprising.
[BBC: 03]

NCP spokesman Asif Mahmud has said, people have seen another demonstration of torture that has taken

place over the past 17 years in the last 16 months. So, a revolution must be made by ballot in elections.
[Jago FM: 17]

DUCSU executive member Sarba Mitra Chakma has announced his decision to resign accepting

responsibility for incident of making outsiders do sit-ups by holding their ears in order to prevent
infiltration into DU premises. [BBC: 05]

High Court has granted six months’ bail to Jewel Hasan Saddam, president of banned Chhatra League's
Bagerhat Sadar Upazila on humanitarian grounds 3 days after the deaths of his wife & son.  [BBC: 06]

In the wake of Dhaka's strong objections to playing of audio recordings of ousted PM Sheikh Hasina at a
seminar in Delhi, several Indian analysts said their country has freedom of speech, Indian govt cannot
decide who can speak and when. [BBC: 11]

HRccording to a report by govt-appointed committee, cost of electricity being exported to Bangladesh from
Adani Power's coal-fired power plants is much higher due to addition of Indian corporate taxes. [DW: 15]
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BBC

ISRAEL WILL OPEN GAZA CROSSING ONCE LAST HOSTAGE BODY RETURNED
Israel says it has agreed to reopen the Gaza Strip's key border crossing with Egypt only after
an operation to retrieve the body of the last remaining Israeli hostage in the capital territory is
complete. The Rafah crossing has been mostly closed since May 2024, when the
Palestinian side was seized by Israeli forces. It was meant to have reopened during the first
stage of the ceasefire between Israel and Hamas, which began in October. However, the
Israeli government has made that conditional on Hamas making every effort to return the
body of the last hostage, police officer Master Sgt Ran Gvili. On Sunday, Israel's military
said it had begun a new search for his remains in northern Gaza.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/01/26, FARUK)

EIGHTEEN DEAD AFTER PHILIPPINES FERRY WITH 300 PASSENGERS SINKS

At least 18 people have died after a ferry carrying more than 350 passengers and crew
members onboard sank in the waters off Philippines southern coast. Search crews have
rescued 317 people on board the MV Trisha Kerstin 3, but at least 24 people are still
missing, according to the Philippine Coast Guard. The ship, both a cargo and passenger
ferry, was on its way from the southern island of Mindanao to Jolo island when it issued a
distress call at 1:50 local time Monday. Authorities say they are investigating the cause of
the sinking. The Philippines - an archipelago nation of 7,100 islands - has a long history of
maritime disasters involving inter-island ferries. (BBC News Web Page: 26/01/26, FARUK)
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UGANDA'S MILITARY CHIEF DENIES ARMY ASSAULTED BOBI WINE'S WIFE

Uganda's military chief Muhoozi Kainerugaba has denied claims that soldiers assaulted
Barbara Kyagulanyi, the wife of opposition leader Bobi Wine, during a raid at their home.
Wine, who is in hiding, alleged on Saturday that his wife was held at gunpoint by military
officers who assaulted her, taking away documents and electronic items. He said the house
continued to be surrounded by the military. Speaking from hospital, Barbara Kyagulanyi said
the officers had demanded to know Wine's whereabouts and had assaulted her when she
refused. It comes after the recent landslide victory of long-serving leader, and Kainerugaba's
father, President Yoweri Museveni. Wine rejected the results citing fraud.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/01/26, FARUK)

GREECE BISCUIT FACTORY FIRE LEAVES AT LEAST FOUR DEAD

At least four people have been killed after a fire broke out at a food factory near the central
Greek city of Trikala, the country's fire service says. The blaze began early on Monday at a
Violanta biscuit factory, where 13 workers were on site, local media reported. Eight managed
to escape. One person remains missing, but the city's deputy mayor for civil protection,
Giorgos Katavoutas, told the BBC that "there is no hope of finding any of the missing
workers alive, given the force of the explosion and the fire that followed. An investigation into
the cause of the blaze is ongoing but unconfirmed reports have suggested a possible gas
leak. (BBC News Web Page: 26/01/26, FARUK)

HEATWAVE WARNINGS ACROSS AUSTRALIA

Australian authorities have issued heatwave warnings for most of the country as millions
mark the national holiday, Australia Day. Temperatures are expected to peak on Tuesday,
reaching the"high forties" Celsius in the southern states of Victoria and South Australia, the
Bereau of Meteorology said. On Sunday, South Australia recorded temperatures as high as
48.5C, the bereau reported. Fire danger warnings are in place across the country. Some
Australia Day events on Monday were cancelled out of safety concerns.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/01/26, FARUK)

GOLD TOPS $5,000 FOR FIRST TIME EVER, ADDING TO HISTORIC RALLY

The price of gold has risen above $5,000 an ounce for the first time ever, extending a
historic rally that saw the precious metal jump by more than 60% in 2025. It comes as
tensions between the US and NATO over Greenland have added to growing concerns about
financial and geopolitical uncertainty. US President Donald Trump's trade policies have also
worried markets. On Saturday he threatened to impose a 100% tariff on Canada if it strikes a
trade deal with China. Gold and other precious metal are seen as so-called safe-haven
assets that investors buy in times of uncertainty. On Friday, silver topped $100 an ounce for
the first time, building on its almost 150% rise last year.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/01/26, FARUK)

SYRIAN ARMY, KURDISH-LED SDF ACCUSE EACH OTHER OF CEASEFIRE
VIOLATIONS

A ceasefire between the Syrian army and the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF)
appears to be largely holding, even as the two sides have accused each other of violating its
terms. The army on Sunday said the SDF launched multiple drone attacks in the Aleppo
countryside, while the United States-trained Kurdish forces on Monday accused the army of
targeting a Kurdish-majority city near the Turkish border. Government troops have seized
swaths of northern and eastern territory in the last two weeks from the SDF in a rapid turn of
events that has consolidated President Ahmed al-Sharaa's rule.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/01/26, FARUK)

:: THE END::



