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HIGHLIGHTS

US Ambassador to Dhaka Brent T Christensen has said that US will not take sides in the upcoming 13th
parliamentary elections & the election outcome is solely the decision of the Bangladeshi people. (BBC: 07)

An 'independent' delegation from the US Embassy will travel to Dhaka, Chittagong, Sylhet and Khulna to
observe the elections --- said Election Commission Senior Secretary Akhtar Ahmed. (BBC: 08)

Rhead of the elections, 38 platoons of BGB members will be deployed in the capital and three districts
surrounding Dhaka to ensure free, fair, impartial and acceptable voting. (Jago FM: 13)

The 9th Land Forces Talks-2026 has concluded successfully with the aim of further strengthening
military cooperation between Bangladesh and the United States. (Jago FM: 12)

Rnalysts fear if firearms and ammunition looted during the July uprising are not recovered before the
elections, it could pose a major security risk. (BBC: 03)

Information Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan has said India can analyze the upcoming elections, but the
country does not have the right to give an opinion. (Jago FM: 12)

India can ask their employees' families to leave at any time but here is no situation in Bangladesh that
poses a security risk to Indian officials or their family members. (BBC: 07)

Dhaka, the densely populated capital of Bangladesh, ranked first among the world’s most polluted cities
on Wednesday morning, recording an Hir Quality Index of 267. (DW: 10)

R Dhaka court has showed journalist Anis Alamgir arrested in a case filed by the Anti-Corruption
Commission over allegations that he acquired assets beyond his known sources of income. (DW: 10)

The Indian Parliament has paid homage to former PM Begum Khaleda Zia. India says her contribution to
strengthening India-Bangladesh relations will always be remembered. (DW: 10)
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ZELENSKY CONDEMNS RUSSIAN DRONE STRIKE THAT KILLED 5 ON PASSENGER
TRAIN

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has condemned as "terrorism" a Russian drone
attack on a crowded passenger train that local officials say killed at least five people and
injured several others. More than 200 people were on the train, officials said, when one of
the carriages was hit by a drone and two other drones exploded nearby, in Ukraine's north-
eastern Kharkiv region on Tuesday. Zelensky said 18 people were in the carriage at the time
and there was no "military justification" in targeting civilians. Russia has not commented on
the strike, but it has intensified drone and missile attacks on Ukraine's energy and transport
infrastructure during the harshest winter in years. (BBC News Web Page: 28/01/26, FARUK)
SOUTH KOREA'S EX-FIRST LADY JAILED FOR 20 MONTHS FOR BRIBERY

The wife of South Korea's ousted former president has been sentenced to 20 months in jail
for accepting bribes from the controversial Unification Church. However, the court cleared
52-year-old Kim Keon Hee on charges of stock price manipulation and receiving free opinion
polls from a political broker before the 2022 presidential election, which her husband Yoon
Suk-Yeol won. Yoon has already been sentenced to five years in jail for abusing power and
obstructing justice in relation to his failed martial law bid in 2024.

(BBC News Web Page: 28/01/26, FARUK)

AMAZON CONFIRMS 16,000 JOB CUTS AFTER ACCIDENTAL EMAIL

US technology giant Amazon has confirmed it will cut 16,000 jobs - hours after it told staff
about a new round of global redundancies in an email apparently sent in error. The email,
which has been seen by the BBC, was sent late on Tuesday and refers to a swathe of
employees in the US, Canada and Costa Rica having been laid off as part of an effort to
"strengthen the company." The message was apparently shared by mistake, as it was
quickly cancelled. Early on Wednesday, Amazon announced job reductions as part of a plan
to "remove bureaucracy" at the firm. (BBC News Web Page: 28/01/26, FARUK)

VETERAN INDIAN POLITICIAN AJIT PAWAR DIES IN PLANE CRASH

India's prime minister has led tributes to Ajit Pawar, deputy chief minister of Maharashtra
state, who has been killed in a plane crash in the west of the country. Pawar and four others
died after the chartered plane they were travelling in crashed at the airport in Baramati -
Pawar's constituency - on Wednesday morning. India's civil aviation minister said visibility
was poor at the airport at the time of the crash. The aviation regulator has launched an
investigation. Prime Minister Narendra Modi called Pawar's death "shocking and saddening"
and praised his service to the people of Maharashtra. His funeral will be held on Thursday
morning. Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis described his death as "an
immeasurable loss" and announced three days of mourning in the state.

(BBC News Web Page: 28/01/26, FARUK)

RWANDA SEEKS £100M FROM UK OVER AXED ASYLUM DEAL

The Rwandan government is claiming it is owed £100m by the UK over payments due under
an asylum agreement cancelled by Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer. Rwanda has filed an
international arbitration case, arguing the UK has breached the terms of the deal to send
some asylum seekers to the east African nation. Under the deal, which was signed by the
previous Conservative government, the UK agreed to make payments to Rwanda to host
asylum seekers who had arrived illegally in Britain. In a statement, Rwanda's government
said it had decided to pursue claims in arbitration after facing the UK's "intransigence on
these issues". (BBC News Web Page: 28/01/26, FARUK)

THREE BROTHERS DIE AFTER FALLING IN FROZEN TEXAS POND

Three young brothers have died in Bonham, north Texas, after falling through ice on a
private pond on Monday. Cheyenne Hangaman, the boy's mother, said she tried to rescue
them by lifting them out of the water and placing them on the ice, but it kept breaking. "There
was three of them and only one of me... that's why | couldn't save them," she told CBS
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News, the BBC's US partner. She described her son's, aged six, eight and nine, as full of
personality and urged families to "make sure that you hold your kids tight, always tell them
that you love them". (BBC News Web Page: 28/01/26, FARUK)

TRUMP REITERATES THREAT OF MILITARY ACTION WITH DEMAND FOR IRAN
DEAL

President Donald Trump has received the threat that the United States is ready to launch a
military attack against Iran as he demanded that Tehran make a deal over its nuclear
programme. "A massive Armada is heading to Iran. It is moving quickly, with great power,
enthusiasm, and purpose," he said in a lengthy post on his Truth Social platform on
Wednesday. The US president added that"hopefully Iran will quickly 'Come to the Table' and
negotiate a fair and equitable deal - NO NUCLEAR WEAPONS - one that is good for all
parties. Time is running out, it is truly of the essence! As | told Iran once before, MAKE A
DEAL!" (BBC News Web Page: 28/01/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL'S ATTACKS ON GAZA FERTILITY CLINICS SHATTER DREAMS OF
PARENTHOOD

Maysera al-Kafarna, a Palestinian woman in Gaza, sorts through blue baby overalls brought
for the child she was supposed to have. But her dreams of motherhood have been dashed
by Israel's genocidal war on Gaza, which ravaged the enclave's healthcare system that
saves lives, as well as the fertility centres that plan them. After years of trying, al-Kafarna
and her husband turned to in-vitro fertilization (IVF). Their embryos were frozen in a fertility
centre, waiting for the war to end, but the clinic was attacked by Israel. Medical officials in
Gaza say Israel has destroyed nine out of 19 fertility clinics in the territory.

(BBC News Web Page: 28/01/26, FARUK)

:: The End ::



