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Secretary 

Statistics and Informatics Division 

Ministry of Planning 

Foreword 

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh 

I am highly delighted to learn that Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), the 

National Statistical Office (NSO) of Bangladesh, has published the 'National 

Quality Assurance Framework for the Official Statistics in Bangladesh'. This 

publication will emphasize the importance of ensuring the quality of data 

derived from different sources in Bangladesh. 

The clear roadmap that has been depicted in the document will help to improve 

official statistics through the implementation of stipulated actions and by 

following this reliable and timely official statistics of all sectors will contribute 

to the development reality in Bangladesh. Apart from this, it will be useful 

to all data users, particularly planners, policymakers, development experts, 

academia, civil society etc. 

I would like to convey my heartfelt thanks to Director General of Bangladesh 

Bureau of Statistics (BBS); and the NQAFTeam of BBS along with other officials 

for their relentless work in preparing this versatile publication. Moreover, the 

Statistics and Informatics Division (SID) wishes to express its gratitude to 

various organizations and individuals who contributed to the success of this 

document. UNICEF, Bangladesh deserves commendable thanks to provide 

financial and technical assistance in the development, design, and publication 

of this manual. 

I am grateful to the members of the SDG Technical Working Committee and the 

Editors Forum of BBS, who oversaw the successful publication of this National 

Quality Assurance Framework (NQAF) for the Official Statistics of Bangladesh. 

Dhaka, June 2023 Dr. Shahnaz Arefin, ndc 
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Director General 

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 

Statistics and Informatics Division 

Ministry of Planning 

Preface

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh 

I am highly delighted to inform that Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) 

has prepared and publish the 'National Quality Assurance Framework 

for the Official Statistics of Bangladesh' following the United Nation's 

Quality Assurance Frameworks Manual. I am sure that this document will 

be beneficial for the policymakers, researchers, civil society, academia, 

planners and development partners. 

It is abundantly clear that a much deeper, faster, and more ambitious 

response is needed to curtail the drawbacks towards quality official 

statistics needed to achieve our 2030 goals. Without evidence of where we 

stand now, we cannot confidently chart our path forward in realizing the 

current status of official statistics.To that end, this report also reflects on the 

challenges faced in the collection, processing, analysis, and dissemination 

of reliable, timely, accessible and sufficiently disaggregated statistical 

data, and calls for better evidence-based policymaking. 

I would like to express cordial thanks to Dr. ShahnazArefin, ndc, Secretary, 

Statistics and Informatics Division (SID) for her continuous guidance as 

the Chair of National Data Coordination Committee (NDCC). I also like to 

thank Mr. Md. Alamgir Hossen, Deputy Director and Focal Point of SDG 

Cell, BBS and his team for his innovative idea for preparing and organizing 

this momentous report, which will sufficiently improve quality of official 

statistics in Bangladesh. 

The time is right, and we must act now. In that spirit, I commend this 

publication to a wide global audience. 

Dhaka, June 2023 Md. Matiar Rahman 
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The 'National Quality Assurance Framework for the Official Statistics of 
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providing a broad picture scenario on the assessment of quality for official 

statistics in Bangladesh following the United Nations Quality Assurance 

Frameworks Manual for Official Statistics (UN NQAF Manual). 

This publication will identify the deviations from standards of official statistics, 

which is necessary & sufficient for a certain outcome of improved official 

statistics. Moreover, it will also provide definite guidance for the engagement 

with statistics producers and data providers that are outside of the National 

Statistical System (NSS) that cooperate with NSS members in the production 

of official statistics. 

I would like to acknowledge Dr. Shahnaz Arefin, ndc, Secretary, Statistics 

and Informatics Division (SID) and Mr. Md. Matiar Rahman, Director General, 

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) for their continuous guidance and 

direction to prepare this document. Special thanks to Mr. Md. Emdadul 

Haque, Director, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) for his leading role in 

preparation of the report. 

Ms. Naima Akther, Deputy Director, SDG Cell, BBS; Ms. Tajmoon Nahar 

Khayer, Statistical Officer, SDG Cell, BBS and Mr. Md. Ariful Islam, Consultant, 

SDG Cell, BBS deserve special thanks for their relentless support to finalize 

the document. I also acknowledge the indispensable and critical input and 

support from the members of National Data Coordination Committee (NDCC) 

and SDGTechnical Working Committee. 

Financial and Technical assistance from the UNICEF Bangladesh is highly 

acknowledged for developing this report through the 'SDG Data Monitoring, 

Coordination and Authentication of Administrative SDG Data' initiative being 

implemented by the SDG Cell of the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS). I 
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