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Key Findings

National Survey on Persons with Disabilities (NSPD) 2021

Indicators | Total | Rural | Urban
Household sample coverage and responses

Sampled households 36,000 28,261 7,739
Household completion rate 98.50 98.60 98.10
Ownership of dwelling households

Own 84.37 93.59 52.86
Rented 13.49 4.24 45.14
Without rent 2.04 2.07 1.97
Others 0.09 0.11 0.04
Number of persons in sleeping room

Mean number of persons per room used for sleeping | 221 [ 219 | 228
Household members with:

Internet access in the household 57.42 53.83 69.71
Household access to electricity 98.77 98.53 99.57
Household with a television 51.18 44.99 72.36
Household with a mobile phone 97.47 97.22 98.33
Indicators | Both | Male | Female
Persons with at least one disability (based on types defined in the

Persons with Disability Rights and Protection Act 2013 of Bangladesh)

Total | 280 | 328 | 232
Area

Rural 2.89 3.44 2.35
Urban 2.45 2.69 2.20
Disability by category

Autism or autism spectrum disorders 0.05 0.06 0.04
Physical disability 1.35 1.66 1.03
Mental illness leading to disability 0.29 0.33 0.24
Visual disability 0.46 0.49 0.43
Speech disability 0.32 0.37 0.27
Intellectual disability 0.22 0.24 0.19
Hearing disability 0.36 0.37 0.34
Cerebral palsy 0.08 0.08 0.07
Down syndrome 0.04 0.04 0.04
Deaf-blindness 0.02 0.03 0.02
Multiple disability 0.35 0.39 0.31
Other disability 0.05 0.07 0.03
Main reasons for disability

Congenital or by born 41.09 40.74 41.60
IlIness or disease 36.35 32.79 41.38
Falling from tree or rooftop 12.27 13.69 10.27
Road accident 5.53 8.20 1.77
Indicators Both Male | Female
Persons with disabilities aged 5-24 years who attended formal

education in 2021 academic year

Attended formal education | 3260 3092 | 3515
Out of persons with disabilities aged 5-24 years who attended formal

education in 2021:

Primary (Class 1-5) 53.02 53.15 52.84
Secondary and Higher Secondary (Class 6-12) 37.47 38.09 36.65
Graduation and Post-graduation (above class 12) 9.51 8.76 10.52
| Indicators | Both Male | Female |
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Students with disability’s remaining behind of general students in
education (in average year)

Average number of years \ 2.38 2.36 241
Indicators | Primary | Secondary |  Above
Level of education of persons with disabilities aged 5-24 years by
age group who attended educational institutions in 2021
Primary school age (5-11 years) 100.0 0.00 0.00
Secondary school age (12-17 years) 34.71 65.29 0.00
Higher education age (18-24 years) 0.00 49.26 50.74
Indicators | Both Male | Female
Persons with disabilities aged 15-64 years by employment status,
receipt of healthcare, having special toilet facility, involvement in
organizations and having registration and certificates
Employed 33.78 47.59 12.80
Not in employment 66.22 52.41 87.20
Persons with disabilities who received healthcare in three months before the 61.98 61.33 6291
survey
Persons with disabilities who received healthcare in twelve months before 92,33 91.79 93.09
the survey
Persons with d_|sab|I|t|es who have special type of sanitation facilities at 9.75 8.45 1159
home as per their need
Persor_ls Wlth disabilities’s involvement in any kind of disability related 0.97 113 0.74
organization
Persons with disabilities with registration with government authorities 35.60 37.61 32.76
Persons with disabilities who received disability allowances any time
Regelveq disability allowances any time (among those who have 91.43 90.24 93.37
registration)
Rec_elved _dlsab_lllty allowances any time (irrespective of having or not 33.87 3547 3161
having registration)
Reqelveq any allowance any time (irrespective of having or not having 4742 46.74 48.38
registration)
Indicators . Total Rural Urban
Facing discrimination, abuses and victimization any time during
12 months preceding the survey
Faced discriminative behaviour, abuses and victimization | 43.70 44.02 42.33
Main ground on which faced discrimination, abuses and victimization
Discriminative behaviour, abuses and victimization due to disability | 98.58 98.41 99.33
Main accused by whom faced discrimination, abuses and victimization
Discriminative behaviour and abuses by neighbour \ 90.58 91.27 87.55
Main remedial measures taken against discrimination, abuses and
victimization
Informed neighbour to stop such behaviour 51.66 53.52 45.20
Informed UP chairmen/members 19.04 22.64 6.49
Informed local influential/religious leaders 27.57 29.37 21.31
Who, as a remedial measure, informed someone, got remedies 58.24 52.26 79.07
Indicators | Total Rural Urban
Falling of persons with disabilities as victims of ridicule and mockery
any time during 12 months preceding the survey
Persons with disabilities fell victims of ridicule and mockery | 56.41 56.86 54.52
Main accused by whom persons with disabilities fell victims of ridicule
and mockery
Persons with disabilities fell victims of ridicule and mockery by neighbour |  90.56 91.35 87.10
Falling of families of persons with disabilities as victims of ridicule and
Mockery any time during 12 months preceding the survey
Persons with disabilities” families fell victims of ridicule, mockery 50.54 50.36 51.31
Indicators Total Rural Urban
Main accused by whom persons with disabilities’ families fell victims
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of ridicule and mockery
Persons with disabilities’ families fell victims of ridicule and mockery by

. 91.95 92.90 87.99
neighbour
Indicators | Total | Rural | Urban
Persons with disabilities received healthcare from:
Government hospitals (MCHs, DHs and UHCs) 22.48 18.84 39.41
MCWCs/FWCs/RDs/CCs 4.03 4.69 0.99
Private hospitals 15.05 14.03 19.77
Private MBBS doctor 13.32 14.12 9.60
Village practitioner 23.84 27.39 7.34
Allopathic drug store 16.68 16.04 19.63
NGO operated facilities 0.30 0.33 0.14
Other health centres 1.28 1.25 141

[Note: MCHs refers to Medical College Hospitals, DHs to District Hospitals, UHCs to Upazila Health Complexes,
MCWTCs to Maternal and Child Welfare Centres, FWCs to Family Welfare Centres, RDs to Rural Dispensaries and
CCs to Community Clinics]

Indicators | Both | Male | Female
Persons who have at least one functional difficulty (Based on Modules
of Washington Group on Disability Statistics)

Total 7.07 7.22 6.91
Rural 7.22 7.47 6.97
Urban 6.53 6.35 6.71
Children aged 2-4 years 1.89 2.30 1.46
Children aged 5-17 years 4.02 4.64 3.35
Adults aged 18-49 years 3.95 4.27 3.66
Adults aged 50 years or above 22.60 20.74 24.67
Indicators | Total | Rural | Urban
Adult functional difficulties by area

Women aged 18-49 having functional difficulties in at least one domain 3.66 3.69 3.56
Men aged 18-49 having functional difficulties in at least one domain 4.27 4.44 3.74
:j/\écr)nn;;a: aged 50 years or above having functional difficulties in at least one 24 67 24,31 26.35
Men {iged 50 years or above having functional difficulties in at least one 20.74 2114 19.21
domain

Indicators | Both | Male | Female
Children (2-4 years) with functional difficulties in different domains

listed below

Difficulty in seeing 0.37 0.32 0.42
Difficulty in hearing 0.38 0.53 0.23
Difficulty in walking 0.82 0.95 0.70
Difficulty in fine motor 0.57 0.57 0.56
Difficulty in communication 1.13 1.39 0.87
Difficulty in learning 0.99 1.16 0.82
Difficulty in playing 0.78 0.96 0.60
Difficulty in controlling behavior 0.20 0.32 0.08
Indicators . Both | Male | Female
Children (5-17 years) with functional difficulties in different domains

listed below

Difficulty in seeing 0.64 0.69 0.58
Difficulty in hearing 0.42 0.47 0.37
Difficulty in walking 1.13 1.32 0.93
Difficulty in self-care 1.16 1.29 1.03
Difficulty in communication 1.24 1.47 0.99
Difficulty in learning 1.60 1.79 1.39
Difficulty in remembering 1.66 1.85 1.46
Difficulty in concentration 0.85 0.93 0.77
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Indicators Both Male Female
Children (5-17 years) with functional difficulties in different domains

listed below

Difficulty in accepting changes 0.97 1.04 0.90
Difficulty in controlling behavior 1.51 1.82 1.19
Difficulty in making friends 1.00 1.14 0.86
Anxiety 0.36 0.40 0.32
Depression 0.36 0.45 0.27
Indicators | Both Male | Female
Children (2-17 years) use assistive devices and those face functional

difficulties even after using devices

Wear glasses 1.43 1.07 1.81
Use hearing aid 0.21 0.18 0.23
Use equipment or receive assistance for walking 0.41 0.50 0.33
Difficulty seeing even after wearing glasses 6.27 6.42 6.18
Difficulty hearing even after wearing hearing aid 7.19 2.87 10.84
Difficulty walking even after using equipment or receiving assistance 28.16 28.07 28.29
Indicators | Both Male | Female
Face functional difficulties even after using devices

Difficulty seeing even after wearing glasses 6.27 6.42 6.18
Difficulty hearing even after wearing hearing aid 7.19 2.87 10.84
Difficulty walking even after using equipment or receiving assistance 28.16 28.07 28.29
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Executive Summar

This summary has been prepared based on the findings of the National Survey on Persons with
Disabilities (NSPD) 2021. A standardized questionnaire was administered in this survey. The main
objective of the survey was to collect necessary data for the development of the persons with
disabilities, employment connection with the mainstream of development and provide them equal
rights in every sphere of life. The survey was conducted during the month of November and
December, 2021. A brief description of the survey findings has been presented below.

Survey findings

The survey findings are basically prepared based on the information collected from 36,000
sampled households thrughout the country. A robust sampling design with 08 design domains
(Administrative Divisions) was employed in this survey.

Types of disability

According to the classifications mentioned in ‘Persons with Disability Rights and Protection Act
2013’, among the population of Bangladesh 2.80 percent of people have disabilities; which is
3.28 percent for males and 2.32 percent for females and 2.89 percent in rural areas and 2.45
percent in urban areas. It is 0.83 percent among children aged 0-4 years, while 2.24 percent
among adults aged 18-49 years and 9.83 percent among population aged 65 years and above.
Khulna division has the highest rate (3.62 percent) and Sylhet division has the lowest rate (2.15
percent) of disabilities. By types of disability, physical disability is 1.35 percent, visual disability
is 0.46 percent, hearing disability is 0.36 percent, multiple disability is 0.35 percent, speech
disability is 0.32 percent, mental illness leading to disability is 0.29 percent, intellectual
disability is 0.22 percent, cerebral palsy is 0.08 percent, autism is 0.05 percent and other
disability is 0.05 percent.

Reasons behind being a person with disabilities are multiple, as reported. Compared to other reasons,
more frequently cited reasons are the congenital or by born (41.09 percent), illness or disease (36.35
percent), falling from tree or rooftop (12.27 percent) and road accident (5.53 percent).

Persons with autism have major limitations in social and interpersonal behaviour (93.68
percent), frequent repetition of same things (88.40 percent), limitations in verbal or non-verbal
communication (87.18 percent) and intellectual disability (86.42 percent).

Persons with physical disabilities get their daily activities hindered either partially (63.11
percent) or entirely (31.84 percent). They have permanent physical imbalance (20.37 percent),
one leg or hand is partially numb (22.11 and 18.76 percent respectively).

The clinical depression is more common type of mental illness (24.04 percent) than others as per
the medical record available to the respondents with mental illness. The personality disorder is
the second most important disability (19.95 percent) and phobia (12.22 percent) is other
important mental illness.?

® Notably, 58.50 percent of the persons with apparent mental illness have no medical record of diagnosis and could
not be identified with conviction. §ta4s, ¢v.¢o *oie IFys TR G @ fER @I @R GF6 I Feeea
PN SRR oI AR Aol I bfes w1 i
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Majority of the persons with visual disability cannot see at-all in one eye (66.48 percent) and
16.09 percent in both eyes, while 18.16 percent can see partial or less in both eyes, and, even
after wearing glasses or lenses 29.01 percent can see partial and 14.35 percent cannot see at all.

Of the persons with speech disability, 34.25 percent have limitations in speaking by arranging
required words in a proper voice with a clear pronunciation, 35.25 percent have problems in
arranging and pronouncing words due to damage or limitations in the concerned organs, 29.30
percent have limitations in speaking freely due to problems or damage in the vocal process,
whereas 58.32 percent cannot speak at all.

More than 90 percent of the persons with intellectual disability have lower 1Q than normal
people (98.38 percent), limitations in intellectual activities (97.68 percent), limitations in daily
work efficiency (93.91 percent) and limitations in doing age-appropriate activities (92.87
percent).

Among persons with hearing disability, 42.02 percent can hear in both ears partially or less or
sometimes cannot hear, while 20.43 percent cannot hear in one ear at all and 37.36 percent in
both ears at all.

Around 90 percent of the persons with cerebral palsy have limitations in the communication
(96.34 percent), lack a balance in the movement (96.64 percent), have muscles too stiff or too
loose (89.32 percent), have limitations in the normal movement of hands or feet (90.97 percent),
have behavioral limitations (89.06 percent) and experienced hands/legs to become inactive
completely or partially’ (85.49 percent).

Educational attainment

Among the persons with disabilities aged 3 years or above 54.74 percent have no formal
education®, while 23.11 percent have primary (I-V), 18.33 percent have secondary (VI-XI1) and
1.57 percent have higher education. In 2021 academic year, 32.60 percent of persons with
disabilities aged 5-24 years (age of education) attended formal education. Among those who
attended, 53.02 percent attended primary, 37.47 percent attended secondary and 9.51 percent
attended higher education.

Persons with disabilities begin to attend school lately due to disability. Data show that in 2021,
34.71 percent of children with disabilities aged 12-17 years (age of secondary school) studied in
the primary level and 49.26 percent of students aged 18-24 years (age of higher education)
studied in the secondary level. Those, who attended formal education in 2021, were lagging
behind compared to the general students by 2.38 years on an average.

The persons with disabilities aged 5-24 years, who have never attended school or discontinued
study in 2021, listed main reasons for discontinuation® or never attendance: lack of specialized
school for persons with disabilities in the area (47.73 percent), family’s reluctance (28.07
percent), financial constraint or poverty (26.80 percent) and lack of infrastructural accessibility
to school (13.31 percent).

* The formal education here excluded early childhood education, non-formal education and religious education
> The denominator here excluded those who have completed education and educational institutions
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Employment status

One third (33.78 percent) of the persons with disabilities aged 15-64 years (i.e., working age) are
employed; 47.59 percent are males and 12.80 percent females, 35.55 percent in rural areas and
25.95 percent in urban areas. Only 4.80 percent of children with disabilities aged 5-17 years are
employed; 6.71 percent among males and 2.04 percent among females. The majority of the
persons with disabilities (15-64 years), who are employed, are mainly self-employed (54.42
percent), followed by ‘engaged in household or family business’ (18.14 percent), and ‘private
organizations’ (16.37 percent). Only 2.66 percent of the persons with disabilities received
training, mainly on computer skills (35.61 percent), readymade garments sector (15.24 percent)
and ‘handicraft or cottage work’ (12.36 percent).

Accessibility

Among the persons with disabilities, 61.98 percent received healthcare services in three months
preceding the survey. Again, 92.33 percent of them, while 80.50 percent of general population
have received healthcare services sometimes in twelve months preceding the interview. High
treatment cost (81.00 percent) and lack of family support (30.77 percent) were the main reasons
for not receiving the service as reported by those who could not easily access the service during
the three months. Of those who received health services in twelve months, around one-fourth
received it from the government health facilities, i.e., medical college hospitals, district hospitals
and upazila health complexes (persons with disabilities: 22.48 percent and general people: 17.56
percent). Other government health centres (i.e., maternal and child welfare centres, union health
and family welfare centres, rural dispensaries or community clinics) have very little share (4.03
and 5.04 percent respectively). But, village practitioners (23.84 and 24.04 percent respectively),
allopathic drug store (16.68 and 26.98 percent respectively), private hospitals (15.05 and 11.93
percent respectively) and MBBS doctors (13.32 and 10.65 percent respectively) are notable non-
government sources of healthcare.

Among the persons with disabilities, 23.50 percent participated in social activities and 28.22
percent participated in religious activities in six months preceding the survey. Males had higher
participation (26.64 and 33.90 percent respectively) than females (19.07 and 20.19 percent
respectively) in these types of activities. Again, 11.07 percent of the persons with disabilities
always, 12.44 percent most of the time and 38.21 percent sometimes participated in the social
activities during the period mentioned; the remaining 38.28 percent never participated or were
not-interested to participate. A similar pattern exists in the case of participation in religious
activities.

A little more than one third (35.60 percent) of the persons with disabilities have registration with
government authorities. To mention, this is an ongoing process.

Only 0.97 percent of the persons with disabilities are engaged in organizations working for
persons with disabilities; it is 1.13 percent for male and 0.74 percent for female.

Most of the persons with disabilities (81.88 percent) have ever casted votes in the general and
local government elections.
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Social protection under Social Safety Net Programme

As a social protection, among all persons with disabilities, (irrespective of having registration or
not), 47.42 percent received any type of allowance at any time and 43.35 percent in six months
preceding the survey under the government’s Social Safety Net Programme (SSNP). Again,
among all of them, 33.87 percent at any time and 31.54 percent in six months preceding the
survey received disability allowances. On the other hand, among those who have registration,
91.43 percent received disability allowances any time.

Only 2.13 percent of the persons with disabilities has ever received any assistance other than
those of the SSNP mainly in the form of financial grants, assistive devices and other items from
NGOs, directorate of social services and other government organizations.

Discrimination, harassment and mockery and remedial measures

The survey shows that 43.70 percent of the persons with disabilities have ever felt discriminated
against or harassed in twelve months preceding the survey. Those who felt discriminated or
harassed, felt so for being a person with disability (98.58 percent). Other reasons/grounds
include age, sex, religion, ethnic or immigration origin and others (1.23 to 7.86 percent).

Among those who felt discriminated against or harassed, 90.58 percent experienced such
occurrences by their neighbors. Besides, relatives (43.33 percent), friends (28.41 percent) and
own family members (26.97 percent) were also responsible.

Further, 56.41 percent of the persons with disabilities fell victims of ridicule or mockery at any
time in twelve months preceding the survey. Among those who fell victims, mostly experienced
such events occasionally (73.87 percent), followed by most of the time (20.22 percent) and
always (5.91 percent). Neighbor is the main responsible for mockery (90.56 percent). The
notable others are relatives (40.53 percent), friends (26.99 percent) and own family members
(23.46 percent). Again, family members of 50.54 percent of the persons with disabilities
experienced mockery for his/her disability during twelve months before the survey. Again,
neighbor is the main accused of this behaviour (91.95 percent). Other notable individuals were
relatives (42.38 percent), friends (23.12 percent) and family members (19.44 percent).

Only 5.15 percent of the persons with disabilities who fell victims of mockery or harassment,
complained to someone against discrimination or harassment or mockery. Among those who
complained, complained to neighbors (51.66 percent), ‘religious leaders or local influentials’
(27.57 percent), ‘own family members’ (21.86 percent) and ‘union parishad chairmen or
members’ (19.04 percent). Among those, who complained, 58.24 percent got remedy by
informing the complaint.

Functional difficulties

Overall 7.07 percent of the population have any functional difficulty in at least one domain out
of the domains listed in the Washington Group on Disability Statistics Module, followed in this
survey; 7.22 percent among male and 6.91 percent among female; 7.22 percent in the rural area
and 6.53 percent in the urban area. By age, 1.89 percent of children aged 2-4 years, 4.02 percent
of children aged 5-17 years, 3.62 percent of children aged 2-17 years, 3.95 percent of adult aged

19



18-49 years (male: 4.27 percent and female: 3.66 percent) and 22.60 percent of adult aged 50
years and above (male 20.74 and female 24.67 percent) have any functional difficulty.

Among children aged 2-4 years, communication is more frequently cited domain of functional
difficulty (1.13 percent) than any other domains (0.20-0.99 percent). Among children aged 5-17
years, difficulty in remembering is a major domain of functional difficulty (1.66 percent),
followed by learning (1.60 percent) and controlling behaviour (1.51 percent). Among adult men
and women aged 18-49 years, respectively, walking is the main domain of functional difficulty
(1.96 and 1.74 percent), followed by self-care (1.17 and 0.95 percent), remembering (1.03 and
0.86 percent) and communication (1.00 and 0.69 percent).

Among children aged 2-17 years, 1.43 percent wear glasses, 0.21 percent hearing aid and 0.41
percent use equipment or receive assistance for walking. Among those who wear glasses, 6.27
percent have difficulty seeing even with glasses; of the children using hearing aid, 7.19 percent
have difficulty hearing with hearing aid; and among children using equipment for walking,
28.16 percent have difficulty walking even with equipment. Among males aged 18-49 years,
6.90 percent use glasses or contact lenses and 0.41 percent hearing aids. The corresponding
percentages for females aged 18-49 years are 8.82 and 0.43 percent respectively.

Conclusion

To conclude, it may be mentioned that 2.80 percent of the country’s population are living with
disabilities and 7.07 percent with functional difficulties. Males are likelier than females and
urban areas are likelier than rural areas to have disabilities and functional difficulties.
Particularly children have their functional difficulties in communication and remembering and
adult have difficulties in walking, remembering and communicating. Physical disability, mental
iliness, multiple disability and disability in vision, hearing and speech are notable by their type.

A half of the persons with disabilities are without formal education and a nominal proportion
have higher education. Compared to the general population they lag behind in study by 2.38
years on an average.

Every 1 out of 3 persons with disabilities aged 15-65 years are employed where self-
employment is very common along with household/family business. Only 1 out of 3 persons
with disabilities have participation in social and religious activities. Every 1 out of 2 of them
have access to health services mainly from government and private facilities.

Only 1 out of 3 have registration with government authorities and among them almost all (over
90 percent) got the government disability allowance.

Experiencing harassment and discriminative behaviour and mockery by neighbor is a common
phenomenon in the life of the persons with disabilities. Half of the people experienced such
indecent behaviour. A very few of them took remedial measures. Many of those who
complained against such a behaviour seeking remedy, received some sort of remedial measures
or support.
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