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''',Send improved
varieties, tech to
farmers quickly
Minister tells Bari
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Improled larieties of cqops and production
technologies der,elopecl b1' the Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Institute (Bari) should be
quickly sent to farmers to cnsure derelopment
in the sector, according to Agriculture Nlinister
Muhammad Abdur Razzaque.

"Bari has developed many impror'ed rarieties
and production technologies of various crops but
most of these have ),et to reach farmers in that
rval ," he said.

"So, for the derclopment of the country's
agriculture, these r'arieties and technologies
should bc delhered to larmers at a fast clip,"
Razzaque added.

The agriculture minister made these comrnents
rvhile inaugurating the "Central Research Review
and Planning \[brkshop 2022", organised by Bari
at the IGzi Badruddoza Auditorium in Dhaka
yesterday, as per a Press release.

Attended by representatives of the l)epartment
of Agricultural Extension (DAE), farmers,
go\ernment and non go\.crnment organisations,
the u,orkshop was organised for the purpose of
evaluating research programmes undertaken
in the last flscal 1ear, and in the light of these
experiences for the preparation of nexl yearls
research programmes.

This research revier,v is done in three steps
Regional Research Revieu', Internal Research

Revierv and Central Research llevieu'.
Currently, Bari is conducting research activities

on 211 crops. A total of 1,237 crops, including 625
high yielding (also hy'brid), disease resistant and
rarious adverse environment resistant r.arieties
of different crops, and 612 other production
technologies har,e been der,eioped b1'Bari.

Debasish Sarker, director gcncral of Bari,
presided over the inaugural session, rvhere \Id
Ruhul Amin Talukder, secretary of agriculture,
AFM Hayatullah, chairman of the Bangladesh
Agricultural Development Corpc,ration, A Gaffar
I(han, director general of rhe department of
agricultural marketing, NId Benolir Alam, dircctor
general of the DAE, and Md Shahiahan l(abir,
director gencral of BRRI, \\'ere presenl..



wL-5

TF{T.ASIffiNEGT.
DHAKA FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 30, 2022

Agricultwe Minister Dr Muhammad Abdur Razzaque addresses a workshop styted rCentral Research Review and planning Worrcfropoo"r'
of BARI at Kazi Badruddoza Auditoriumof the institute on Ttrursday -AA

'BARI working to develop crop
varieties for fatmersl

elllahbubul Alam in
Gazipur

Bangladesh Agricult-
ural Research Institute
(BARI) is relentlessly
working to devdlop crop
varieties and technologies
for farmers, said
Agriculture Minister Dr
Muhammad Abdur
Razzaque.

.!{,e 'came 
up with the,,..

rerr}arks , .while
inaugurating_the'Central
Research Review and
Planning Workshop-aoze'
of' BARI at '..i(azi
Badruddoza Auditorifi m of
the institute on Thursday.

This rvorkshop has been
organized for the purpose.
of evaluating the reseirch
progra.ms undertaken in
the last fiscal year and in
the light of these

experiences for the
preparation of next year's
research program.

The technical session of
the.*orkshop will be hetd
from October-, 1g to 19,
2022,

Addrespilg the
workshop as the chief
guest, Abdur Razzaque
said, "Providing
improved crop. varieties
p.nd,,technology to."the
.farmers, their income ,

should tie increased. The
country's agriculture will
not develop if the incqme
of farmers is not
increased."

"The summer tomatoes
being produced in our
country are of very high
quality. We waht to
produce tomatoes
throughout the year. Ifthis
is done, we will be able to

export tomatoes abroad to
meet the needs of the
country", he said.

"Prime Minister has
taken the country to a
unique height of
development. It is our
responsibility to maintain
it", the minister added.

BARI Director General
Dr Debasish Sarker, the
inaugura-l sgssion of the
worlshop was attended by
Agriculture Secretary
(Routine Duties) Md
Ruhul Amin Talukder,
Bangladesh Agriculture
Development Corporation
(BADC) Chairman AFM
Hayatullah, Department
of Agricultural Marketing
(DAM) Director General
Abdul Gaffar Khan,
Department of
Agricultural Extension
(DAE) Director General

Md Benojir Alam and
Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute (BRRI) Director
General Dr Md Shahjahan
Kabir were present as
special guests.

Speaking the occasion,
BARI Director General Dr
Debasish Sarker said, "As
agricultural land is
decreasing in the eountry,
we want to utilize our
umrsgd land. We wanj to
lncrease our crop
production especially in
haor, char land, saline and
barind areas."
' "We want to do another
crop in between the two
paddies. We want to
increase the production of
pulses and oil crops in the
southern saline areas. This
will increase the
productivity of agriculture
as well as the income of

farmers. Overall
development will be
achieved in the country's
agriculture", he said.

Agricultural experts,
scientists, former director
generals, directors, chief
scientific officerg,
representatives from
government, non-
government and
international organi-
zationp,. professors of
different agriculture
universities, BARI
scientists and officers
were, among others,
participated in the
inauguial session.
. Later, Agriculture
Minister Dr Muhammad
Abdur Razzaqueralong
with the visiting guests
visited the exhibition stalls
of various technologies
invented by BARI.
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invented by Bangladesh

- Press release

orksho
at

nologies for various crops,
But most of these tech-'nologies 

have not reached
fgrmers that way:, These

.A Khafi,
generai of the
of
Md
rector
desh
tute
were
guests.

Alam, and di-
of Bangla-

Insti

as

technoiogies

farmers in a faster
the development of the
country's agriculture.

The minister said this
while inaugurating the
'Central
view and
shop-2O22

Planning
' at the

Badruddoza auditorium of
the institute in Gazipur on
Thursday, said a press re-
lease on Saturday.

This vr.'orkshop was or-
ganised for the purpose
of evaluating the research
programmes undertaken
in the last financial year.
The technical session of
the workshop will be hetd
from October 13 to October
19.

BARI director 6leneral
Debasish Sarker presided
over the inaugural ses-
sion while agriculture sec-
retary Md Ruhul Amin
Talukder, chairman of
Bangladesh Agricultural
Development Corporation

Tariqul gave a

on
Research Re- ties aud success.

Work- Agricultural experts,
Kazi scientists, former director

generals, directors, chief
scientific officers, repre-
sentatives from govern-
ment, non^government,
and international organisa-
tions, professors of differ-
ent agriculture univetsi-
ties, BARI scientists, and
officers, among others,
participated in the inaugu-
ral session.

Ailer reaching BARI
hcarl office, the agriculture
minister laid a wreath at
the mural of the country's
founding president Sheikh
Muiibur Rahman. Later,
the minister and the guests
visited the exhibition stalls
of various technologies in-
vented by BARI.

the exhibition stalls of various technologies

in Gazipur on Thursday.
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Aloo Bukhara: BARI invention
draws queries from big names
FE REPORT

n-IFIE Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute or
I BARI, of late, invented some technologies for pro-

I ducing food products by using locally-pro<iuced
"Aloo Bukhara" or plum.

The BARI said at least seven such products could be
produced by using the technologies.

Earlier, it also developed the BARI-I Aloo Bukhara
plant variety. And it is also very much popular with the
farmers. Farmers in a number of northern districts includ-
ing Lalmonirhat have planted such plums on a large scale

BARI people familiar with the derrelopment toid the FE
that many big corporates of the country were showing
keen interest in how to use the technologies in order to
manufacture plum-related processed foods for the local

and international markets.
"Square, Bashundhara, and ACI have contacted us to

inquire about how to manufacture processed ftrods," said

Qr -M_d-\{asud AIam,.4 senior scientific officer at tllc
Spices Research Centre at Bogura, told the FE.

He said they did not want money in exchange for trans-
ferring the technologies, except recognition. 'rActualiy we
want our recognitiou".

Dr. Alam said the technology was very much cheap and
even any small firm could adopt it.

The BARI is the largest multi-crop research institute in
the country conducting research on a wide variety of
crops, such as cereals, tubers, pulses, oilseeds, vegetables,
fruits, spices, flowers, etc.

Besides variety development, this institute also carries
out research in areas as soil and crop management, dis-

ease and insect management, v,'ater management and irri-
gation, development of farm machinery, improvement of
cropping and farming system management, post-harvest
handling and processing, and socio-economic studies
related to production, processing, marketing, and con-
sumption.

The, Spices Research Centre of Bogura is the extension
of the BARI and designated for conducting researches on
species.

Dr. Alam said the local variety of plum invented by the
BARI would be tastier when processed. The institute
invented the technologies.

He said jam, bar, pickle, candy, chutney, murobba and
sandesh could be made by using the local variety of plums.

Di. Shailendra Nath Mozumder, Principal Scientific
Officer and Project
Director of Species
Research Centre of Bogura,
told the FE that the yield of
the plum variety was very
good in the northern dis-
tricts. Each tree bears
around 50 kilogrammes of
plums each season.

He, however, said Square
Food procured some of
such plums for their experi-
ment. When the industry
would start using it, there
would be adequate demand
for the same, he added.

The plum is also used in
cooking biryani and other
spicy foods.

It has immense health
benefits as it comprises
potassium and Vitamin C
and has the potential to
detoxify the body.

Plum is widely con-
sumed as a dry fruit, espe-
cially during iftar parties,
when Muslims break their

Ramazan fast in the evening. The reason could be its con.
siderable water content, which helps in keeping the fast
throughoirt the day.

It protects an indirridual from fiarmful ultraviolet rays.
Additionally, aloo-bukhara aids in developing cardiovas-
cular movements in the body.

It possesses iron and that subsequently plays a part in
the evolution of more red blood corpuscles. Thus, a per-
son who consumes plum or its variants and dishes in a siz-
able qu4ntity may be protected from blood deficiencies.

It could therefore possibly be eaten by patients who
have lower blood pressure than usual.

Due to the antioxidants that aloo-bukhara carries, it
could possibly be an anti,skin aging element. It could frl-
ter out contagions and result in clearer skin.
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