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Agreement for Bangladesh GAP Scheme

This agreement between

Bangladesh GAP Scheme Owner (SO)
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC), Farmgate, Dhaka, Bangladesh

and

Bangladesh Agricultural Certification Body (BACB)
Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE), Khamarbari, Dhaka

The Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC) as the Bangladesh GAP Scheme Owner (SO)
and represented in this matter hereby makes agreement with the Department of Agricultural Extension as
Bangladesh Agricultural Certification Body (BACB) for the Bangladesh GAP certification of the product
under the scope defined in the Bangladesh GAP Scheme.

Together known as parties

The parties above hereby agree as follows:

1.

Scheme Owner (SO)

The Bangladesh GAP Scheme Owner (SO) acts as the overarching authority of the Bangladesh
GAP Scheme, responsible for its strategic development, implementation, and certification
governance. The SO ensures the preparation, regulation, and protection of all necessary technical
documents to support the scheme’s operation, maintenance, and advancement. Key
responsibilities include monitoring the development and implementation of Bangladesh GAP
standards, ensuring timely updates and amendments as required, and conducting regular field-
level monitoring of certification activities. Additionally, the SO convenes regular meetings of the
Steering and Technical Committees to guide the scheme’s ongoing development and
management. The SO is also tasked with designing the official Bangladesh GAP certification
mark or logo and securing its approval and registration from the relevant authority. The Scheme
Owner will carry out Bangladesh GAP Scheme activities in alignment with the requirements of
ISO/IEC 17067:2013.

Bangladesh Agricultural Certification Body (BACB)

The Bangladesh GAP Certification Body known as Bangladesh Agricultural Certification Body
(BACB) in Bangladesh must operate as an independent third-party, legally recognized in
Bangladesh with the capacity to conduct audits and issue of Bangladesh GAP certifications in an
impartial and objective manner. BACB is responsible for ensuring that its Personnel and auditors
are thoroughly trained and fully competent to assess compliance with the Bangladesh GAP
standards. All certification activities must be carried out in alignment with the requirements of
ISO/IEC 17065:2012. The BACB must uphold the principles of impartiality, transparency and
confidentiality throughout the audit and certification process. It is also required to coordinate
with the National Accreditation Body (BAB) for formal approval and maintain its accreditation
status. Furthermore, the BACB must safeguard its independence, avoid conflicts of interest, and
ensure continuous training, qualification, and oversight of all personnel involved in the
certification process.

Area and Mutual Obligations

This agreement defines the roles, responsibilities, and mutual obligations of the Bangladesh GAP
Scheme Owner (SO) and the Bangladesh Agricultural Certification Body (BACB), both
operating as independent entities for the verification, guidance, auditing, and certification
processes under the Bangladesh GAP Standard (BDS 2025:2023). It also governs the use of the
Bangladesh GAP Certification Mark/Logo and ISO/IEC 17065:2012 standard should be followed
with the confirmatory assessment within the framework of the Bangladesh GAP Certification
Scheme by BACB.

Version Number: 1 Version Date: 28/05/25

Issued by: Bangladesh GAP Scheme Owner
Page 1 of 2



a

Scope of the Agreement

Scope of the Agreement are: a) Provide GAP Certification of the Crops grown in Bangladesh;

b) Adopt the Bangladesh Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) standard, BDS 2025:2023, as the
official framework for the GAP certification process. ¢) Provide training to increase knowledge
and skill of GAP stakeholders. d) Use of certification Marks.

Compliance and Use of Certification Mark

BACB shall ensure that all activities under this agreement strictly adhere to the framework and
regulations of the Bangladesh GAP Certification Scheme, including the correct use of the
certification mark/logo after compliance with the audit process based on the approved checklists.
Furthermore, the use of the certification mark/logo by BACB shall be governed by the terms of
this agreement and in full accordance with the provisions set forth in the Bangladesh GAP
Certification Mark/Logo Regulations (Probidhan).

Data Management

Both the Scheme Owner (SO) and the Bangladesh Agricultural Certification Body (BACB) are
obligated to retain all records related to the Bangladesh Good Agricultural Practices (GAP)
Scheme in accordance with ISO/IEC 17067:2013 guidelines. Upon reasonable request, either
party shall provide access to product certification data and related records, ensuring
confidentiality and data protection. Both parties must implement appropriate measures to
safeguard records against unauthorized access, alteration, or destruction, including access
controls, data backups, and regular system maintenance.

Notification of Changes, Complaints Dispute Resolution and Amendments

BACB will promptly inform the Scheme Owner (SO) of any changes in personnel managing the
Bangladesh GAP Scheme, any alterations affecting its role as an independent Certification Body,
or updates to its accreditation status, including suspension, withdrawal, or changes to its
corporate structure. Upon request by the SO, BACB agrees to maintain and provide records of all
complaints received and actions taken concerning the certification operations under the
Bangladesh GAP Scheme. Any disputes arising from this agreement shall be resolved following
the appeal procedures established by the SO. Additionally, both parties may, as necessary, amend
relevant documents of the Bangladesh GAP Scheme and the associated Certification Mark/Logo
to ensure continued compliance and effectiveness.

Validity
This agreement shall come into effect upon signing and continue in force unless and until
withdrawn for justified reasons or cancelled by either party upon due notice given to the other

party.

In witness whereof, the parties have executed this agreement on 28 day of May 2025.

Bangladesh Agricuitural Certification Body Bangladesh GAP Scheme Owner (SO)

(BACB)

24 08 Aogin Aea A

C}jIEf Executive Officer (CEO), BACB and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), SO and
Director General, Department of Agricultural Executive Chairman, Bangladesh Agricultural
Extension (DAE) Research Council (BARC)

Date:  day of . of 2025 ‘ Date:  day of  0f2025

Place: Khamarbari. Dhaka, Bangladesh Place: BARC, Farmgate, Dhaka, Bangladesh
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