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FOREWORD

Perhaps no field of academic studies has Ffelt the devastating
effacts of the partition of India more severely for the last twenty-
five years than Indian history and archaeology. Political division
of the sub-continent has made it next to impossible for scholars
in India and Pakistan to be in touch with one another and exchange
their views and publications on topics bearing on the country’s
common past. Since the division of the body-historic had not (to
the utter chagrin of some political gods!) accompained that of the

_ body-politic, the situation had necessarily imposed vital limitations

to our historical and archaeological investigations and left important
gaps in some aspects of our studies in these fields. In the circums-
tances the Calcutta Sanskrit College Research Series can congratulate
itself on being able to include the present highly interesting and
valuable monograph entitled Epigraphic Discoveries in East Pabistan
in its publications. East Bengal (formerly East Pakistan, now
Bangladesh) has always been a region rich in archaeological remains
and the inscriptions surveyed and analysed in the wolume were
discovered here during the time when it had formed the eastern
wing of the state of Pakistan. The records are of the highest
importance from the point of view of the history of ancient Bengal,
In fact they furnish fresh material which has enabled scholars
entirely to revise and rewrite some aspects of the history of the
Chandra Dynasty. It must be counted as a singular piece of good
fortune that the epigraphs have been handled here by the most
competent living epigraphist of India, Dr. Dinesh Chandra Sircar.
His masterly treatment has made this slim volume indispensable to
all students of the early history of Bengal and we are only too
happy to place it before the scholarly world. Meanwhile the
emergence of independent Bangladesh has once more brought the
basic unity of Bengali Culture to a focal point and ope isled to
hope that the limitations and deficiencies, that the scholars of the
two Bengals had so far inevitably to accept in their respective
fields of study, will be gradually removed in the near future,

Bishnupada Bhattacharya
Sanskrit College Principal

Calcutta,
September, 1973.
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PREFACE ‘

The present monograph embodies my lectures delivered a
year ago in April, 1971, and the readers’ attention requires to be
drawn to a few facts in this connection,

The most importagt of sueh facts is that what was then
‘Bast Pakistan' (i.e. the eastern wing of the State of Pakistan) is
now ‘Bangladesh’. The emergence of this new independent State,
which was then unthinkable, reminds us of Kalhana's remarks at
the end of his description of the fall of the mighty dihis of
Uttaripatha with the defeat of Trilocanapala (1013-21 A, D.).
The Rajatarangip? says,

Sa Eﬂhi—deiab s-imatyah sa-bhubhyt sa-paricchadalt |
kim= abh@it himu va n = abhiid =iti saficintyate="dhuna |/ (VIL. 69).

“That empire of the Sahis [ whose greatness on the earth has
been briefly indicated in the account of king Sahkaravarman's
reign ]—now one asks oneself whether, with its kings, its ministers
and its court, it ever existed or not.

Svapne="pi yad=asambhdvyan yatra bhagni manorathah |
helaya tad=vidadhato n="Gsadhyariv vidyate Vidheb || (VIL 67),

“Nothing is impossible to Fate. It effects with ease what even in
dreams appears incredible to man, what human fancy fails to reach,”

Of course the impossible has been rendered possible largely
by the unwise policy followed by West Pakistani leaders like Yahiya
Khan and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto; but the patriotism and heroism
of the Bengalis and fhe help they received from India also contri-
buted greatly to the creation of Bangladesh. Other factors were
the popularity and leadership of the East Pakistani politician,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and the sagacity of the Indian Primz
Minister, Sm. Indira Gandhi. We greet the new sovereign State
of Bangladesh whose rise is as important in the modern ‘history
of our sub-continent as the creation of Pakistan quarter of

a century ago.
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The second notable point in respect of these lectures is that
no satisfactory and comprehensive account of the excavations on
the Mainamati-Lalmai ridge has as yet been published and one
has to depend on the inadeguate (and sometimes unintelligible or
conflicting ; cf. below, pp. 57-58) notices in F. A. Khan's (L) Excavation
at Salban Raja Palace Mound on Mainamati-Lalmai Ridge,
(2) Further Exoavations in East Pakistan—Mainamati (1956),
(3) Third Phase of Archaeological Excavations in East Pakistan (1957) ;
and (4) Mainamati—a Preliminary Report on the Recent Archaeological
Excavations in East Pakistan, Karachi, 1963 : ¢f. B. C. Law Volume,
Part I, pp. 213 ff. ; Pakistan Archaeclogy, No. 1, Karachi, 1964, pp.
18-20 ; Journ, Anc. Ind. Hist, Vol V, pp. 179 . Only two of
Khan's reports were available to me through the kindness of Prof,
A. B. M. Habibullah of the University of Dacca. B. M. Morrison’s
Political Centres and Cultural Regions in Early Bengal, 1970, has just
reached me.

The third point to which we are inclined to draw the readers’
attention relates to the political geography of East Pakistan, ie.
the present Bangladesh, about which our knowledge was inadequate
during the long years beginning with the creation of Pakistan in
1947. Thus we have referred niany times to the ‘Tippera District’
though it appears that the name was changed by the Government
of Pakistan to ‘Comilla District.' Likewise, it appears that a separate
District was created out of the old Tangail Sub-Division of the
Mymensingh District,

Two other facts may also be mentioned in this connection.
The first of them is the untimely death of Mr. David J. McCutchion
who was so good as to lend me his personal copy of Pakistan
Archaeology, No. 3, Karachi, 1956 (cf. below, p. 42). Whenever I
think of this enerdetic young scholar, my heart fills with sadness.
The other fact is that Sri 5. N. Siddhanta’s paper on the Jagadishpur
plate which appeared in Bengali in the Bangla Academy Patriba (Dacca,
B.S. 1370) and a photographic ‘copy of which, made by Dr. S. C,
Bhattacharya in London, was made available to me for study (see
below, p. 8), has now appeared in English in the recently published
Jowrnal of the Varendra Research Museum, Vol. I, 1972, No. 1, a
complimentary copy of which just reached me from-the Museum,
Of course there is no improvement in the present treatment of the
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epigraph, and the article has been printed without the use’ of
diacritical marks. But I was thrilled at the feeling that now the
dark days of our historical studies are over at least with reference to
the two parts of Bengal and that epigraphs discovered in one part

will henceforth be available for study in the other zone without
much difficulty.

The index of the present volume has been prepared by Dr. S.P.
Singh to whom my sincere thanks are due.

645, New Alipore,
Calcutta-55.

D. C. Sircar
April 15, 1973,
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LECTURE I
I
Introduction

I am extremely thankful to the authorities of the Government
Sanskrit College, Calcutta, to have been so good as to invite me to
deliver a course of three lectures under the auspices of its Research
Seminar, The subject I selected for these lectures is ‘Epigraphic
Discoveries in East Pakistan'. This choice of mine probably requires
a little explanation at least to persons who are not directly engaged
in the reconstruction of the early history of Bengal including both
the present West Bengal and East Pakistan. Needless to say that
it is easy for the politicians to divide a country into two parts ; but
it is certainly impossible to separate the history of one of those
parts from that of the other.

It is an established fact that the majority of the early inscrip-
tions so far discovered in Bengal have come from what is now East
Pakistan, i.e. East and MNorth Bengal.! It is therefore no wonder
that, during the past few years, the only important epigraphical
record of an early Bengal ruler discovered outside FEast Pakistan is
the Jayrampur (Balasore District, Orissa) copper-plate grant? of
Gopacandra, while the number of wvaluable early copper-plate
records alone, discovered in East Pakistan, besides numerous seal
and image inscriptions, is at least no less than nine. More important
is, however, another fact. It is not usually possible for usin India
to get photographs or impressions of such records, and even copies
of books or periodicals containing discussions on them are wery
difficult to secure, Some time ago, my old friend, Prof A, B. M,
Habibullah of the University of Dacca, told me that the same
difficulty faces Pakistani students of history in respect of Indian
books and periodicals. The difficulty with which I succeeded in

1, It may be noted that out of the 23 inscriptions (17 edited and & noticed in
the Appendices) in N. G. Majumdar's Inscriptions of Bengal, Vol. IIT (1929),
1 came from Orissa, 15 from East Pakistan and 7 from West Bengal.

2. See Sircar, Select Inscriptions, Vol I, 1965, pp. 530-31 ; also Indian Studiss Pase
and Presant, Vol, VII, Na. 2, January-March, 1966, pp. 1234
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securing the materials for studying some of the inscriptions will be
described in the course of these lectures.

In the.present lectures, [ am not inclined to include the East
Pakistani epigraphs on which my writings have already appeared
in the Epigraphia Indica or elsewhere howsoever important they may
be. In this category falls the Mahisantosh image inscription of king
Mahendrapila I (c. 885-908 A.D.) of the Gujara-Pratihara dynasty.

The village of Mahisantosh in the Dinajpur District of Pakistan
lies close to Balurghat in the West Dinajpur District of West
Bengal. Sometime ago, an image bearing an inscription was dis-
covered at Mahisantosh and was secured for the gallery of the
Directorate of Archaeclogy, Government of West Bengal, Calcutta.
Unfortunately, the Directorate was unwilling to supply me with
photographs or impressions of the inscription for study. However,
I received materials for the study of the record from the Chief
Epigraphist of the Archaological Survey of India, Mpysore, for
publication. The great importance of the inscription lies in its date
which is the 15th regnal year of the Pratibira empercr. Formerly,
a number of inscriptions bearing dates ranging from the second to
the ninth year of the same king's reign were found in South
Bikar and one epigraph of his 5th regnal year was found. at Paharput
in the Rajshahi District, now in East Pakistan. Itis now clear from
all these inscriptions that wide areas of Bihar and Bengal were under
the occupation of Mahendrapala I for a long period covering more
than a decade and that, during this period, the position of the
contemporary Pala king Nariyanpapala (c. 854-910 A.D.) must have
been precarious. Whether the Pila king was busy in reorganising
his forces for the recovery of his kingdom or was ruling over pacts
of his former kingdom as a subordinate ally of Mahendrapala I
cannot be determined in the present state of insufficient infofmation,
But.he seems to have had an opportunity of cecovering his position
by siding with one of the claimants for the Gurjara-Pratibara throne
of Kanauj after Mahendrapila's death. Cf. Ep. Ind, Vol. XXXVII,
pp. 204£F.

The Madanpara copper-plate grant of Vidvarfipasena, re-dis-
covered by myself, may also possibly belong to the same category.
It is well-known to the students of the Edilpore plate that, of the
numerous writers on the history of the Senas, only Franz Kielhorn,
Haraprasad Sastri and Nagendranath, Vasu read.the name.of the
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donor of this charter as Vidvaripasena, the son of Laksmanasena,
while all others read the king's name as Kedavasena who was regarded
as a brother of Vidvaripasena. Prinsep published a rough transcript
of the inscription together with a ‘doctored’ illustration in JASB,
Vol. VII, Part I, 1838 ; but the copper-plate was later lost from
the custody of the Asiatic Society, so that most later writers wrote
on the basis of the defective illustration published by Prinsep.
Similar was the case with the Madanpara plate published by Vasu.
However, in 1952, I succeeded in re-discovering this plate in the
Dacca Museum, and my comparative study showed clearly that the
reading Vifvariipasena, preferred by Kielhorn, Sastri and Vasu on the
other plate, is certainly correct. Both grants were originally made by
Stryasena, Cf, Ep. Ind.,, Vol, XXXIII, pp. 3156, ; also JAS, Letters,
WVol. XX, 1954, pp. 209ff. Cf. JASB, Vol. LXV, 1896, Part I, pp. 6. .

In these lectures, I am also not inclined to discuss certain
East Pakistani inscriptions which are known for some years, though
they have not yet been properly edited. This class includes the
copper-plate inscription of Dadarathadeva which I noticed in the
Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy for the year 1952, as well as
in the Bengali periodical Itihds, Vol. VIII, B. 8. 1364-65, Part III,
pp. 16063, OFf course, the Kurpala copper-plate grant of Sama-
caradeva noticed in the History of Bengal, Vol. I, 1943, edited
by R. C. Majumdar, p. 271, has not yet been published even though
it was discovered long before the creation of Pakistan.

Many of the inscriptions discussed or noticed in my |ectures
were discovered in the course of excavations conducted by the
Department of Archaeology, Government of Pakistan, on the
Mainamati hills, also called the Mainamati-Lalmai ridge. This
tange of low and picturesque hills extending from north to south
for nearly eleven miles lies about five miles to the West of Comilla,
headquarters of the Tippera District of East Pakistan. An extensive
centte of Buddhist culture was discovered on the peaks of the
Mainamati hills accidentally by the military engineers while setting
up their advance camp during the Second World War, The
Atchaeological Department of the Government of Pakistan undertook
in 1954 a survey of the area and {ound that there were many -ancient
Buddhist shrines and monasteries on the hill tops.

One of the sites excavated by the Pakistan Department of
Archaeology is called Salban Vihar because of the discovery of the
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ruins of a wihdra or Buddhist manastic establishment at the place
which is near Salbanpur. It is situated about the middle of the
ridge. Several seazons' excavations at the site laid hare a Buddhist
monastery with a central shrine. The square layout of the monas-
tery and the cruciform plan of the shrine with pointed angles and
recessed corners recall similar peculiarities of the Somapura-
mahavihara dug out at Paharpur in the Rajshahi District, also in
Pakistan, nearly half a century ago. A copper-plate charter issued
by king Bhavadeva was discovered, along with a number of silver
coins which are stated to bear the legend 'Patikera’ reminding us
of the early medieval kingdom of Pattikerd, the capital of which bore
the same name and stood in the vicinity of the Mainamati hills. It
appears, as we shall see below, that the Salban Vibar is called ‘the
- Great Monastery of Bhavadeva' in the legend of a red stone seal

found in the course of the excavations.
The damaged copper-plates of Bhavadeva and ZXnandadeva

from Salban Vihar have not yet been published, But the previously
published copper-plate® of Bhavadeva informs us that they belonged
to the Deva dynasty ruling over the Samatata country from the
city of Devaparvata standing on the Chapdimura peak at the southern
end of the Mainamati hills, The king was a Paramasaugata (a devout
worshipper of the Sugata or Buddha) and enjoyed the imperial
titles Paramabhajjaraka and Maharajadhirdia.  Bhavadeva, who was
also known as  Abbinavampgihka, is represented as the son of
Anandadeva and the grandson of Viradeva, Palaeographical
consideration suggests for the charter a date about the close of the
eighth century A. D.

Another Buddhist shrine of square shape was discovered
outside the main monastery in the north-western corner at Salbanpur.
At Kotila Mura, which occupies-a prominent part of the Mainamati
ridge and is situated about three miles to the north of Salban Vihar,
excavations revesled the layout of three stipas built in the tradi-
tional style. The remains of an oblong shrine were unearthed about
a mile and a half to the north-west of Kotila Mura at a site now
called Char Patra Mura (literally, ‘the hillock of four charters’)
because no less than four inscribed copper plates were discovered
in the entrance passage of the said shrine, together with a bronze

relic-casket,

1, Journal of the Asiatic Socisty, Letters, Vol. XWVII, 1957, pp, 834, and Plates,
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What has been said above would show that the excavations
on the Mainamati hills have yielded a rich harvest of wvaluable
antiquities such as the remains of a number of Buddhist monasteries
and shrines, at least six copper-plate grants (two from Salban Vihat
and four from Char Patra Mura), and a red sandstone seal from
Salban Vihar (referred to as the Bhavadeva-mahiavibira). Besides,
a large number of terracotta sealings bearing writings and tiny
sthpas in relief, one of them exhibiting the Dharmacakra and a
three-line inscription, were also found. Kotila Mura has yielded a
number of circular terracotta sealings bearing Buddhist inscriptions
and the replica of a stiipa. Among old coins unearthed in the course
of excavations, there are silver issues bearing the legends ‘Lalita-
karah' and 'Dharmavijaya’ (besides those with the legend ‘Patikera’
referred to above) and some gold coins including a few issues of
the Gupta emperor Candragupta II and a number of the so-called
imitation Gupta coins, one of which is said to bear the legend
‘Bangala Mriganka®, explained as ‘deer-stamp of Bangala’. There
are also several hundreds of votive clay-stfipas, some encasing small
inscribed sealings and others containing bone relies, besides a
bronze relic-casket already mentioned, several miniature bronze
images of the Buddha and Bodhisattvas and the goddess Tard, and a
number of stone sculptures including some bearing inscriptions..

The ‘imitation Gupta’ gold coin on which the legend is supposed
“to be '‘Bangala Mriganka' is very intesting. The legend seems to -
be the same as ‘Sri Bhangala Mriganka’ as read on the seal of
Bhavadeva’s copper-plate grant, althouglr the correct reading of the
legend on that of the previously published copper charter of the said
king is known to be Sr‘i*Abﬁiﬂﬂvﬂmrgﬁﬁka, ‘the illustrious Abhinava-
mrganka (ie. Bhavadeva), The most important information
supplied by the said coin is that some of the ‘imitation Gupta’ gold
coins were issued by the kings of the Deva dynusty who appear to
have ruled in the eighth century A.D. Since the imitation coins
resemble the gold issues of the Gauda emperor Sadanka (c. 600-25
A.D.) of Karpasuvarpa, scholars have assigned such coins, which
are generally found in the eastern region of Bengal including Samatata,
covering the Tippera and Noakhali Districts, to the middle and
latter half of the seventh century A.D. About that time, the
Khadgas of Vadga in the Dacca area ousted the semi-independent
Ratas who ruled over Samatata from the city of Devaparvata. It
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seems that the Khadgas were themselves ousted from Samatala
by the Devas about the beginning of the eighth century and
that the imitation coins were issued (sometimes by private moneyers)
in Samatata during the regime of the Khadgas and the Devas,
if not also of the Ratas.!

It may be pointed out here that, of the six cnp‘per-plate grants
discoverd as aresult of the excavations on the Mainamati hills, we
are in a position to deal in details with ounly three and half records,

viz. the two grants of Ladahacandra and-one charter of Govinda-

candra discovered at Charpatra Mura and the first half of a record,
of Viradharadeva, found at Salban Vihar, The latter half of
Viradhara's charter and the Deva plate found along with the
others have not been illutrated. The fourth copper-plate charter
discovered at Char Patra Mura has been illustrated along with the
plates of Lagahacandra and Govindacandra ; but much of its writing is
corroded and the contents cannot be satisfactorily made out. This
chatter seems to be issued by a Deva king,

Another important copper charter discovered in East Pakistan
is the Dacca plate of Kalyinacandra, son of dricandra, which was
issued in the king's 24th regnal year. It has not yet been
illustrated, but has been briefly noticed by Prof. A. H. Dani in
his paper appearing in the Proceedings of the Indian History Congress,
1960, Aligarh, Part I, pp. 3f£2 It is said that the king is introduced in
this epigraph as Paramasaugato Mahardjadhirdja-§ri-Sricandradeva-
pad-anudhyatalk Paramelvaral Paramabhatfarako - Maharajadhirajab
$riman Kalyinacandyadevah. The record is stated to contain the
following two stanzas in the description of Trailokyacandra and
ﬁﬁ:an&ra, grandfather and father respectively of Kalyinacandra,

1 Gaudindm=apacitam =aijalimayo hastesu dpgto na ced=
bandhas==arhi kahora-Spakhala-mayab padesu samropitab [
angais= sarddham=agat prapama-rabhasin=mirdhna

dharitrin=nag ced=
© yen=gbhyunnata-karkaena sahasi khaggena nitas=tada [/

1. For the histony of the Rétas, see Ind, Hist. Quart.,.Vol. XXIII, Neo. 3, 1947,
pp. 221 For the 'Gupta imitation' coins from East Bengal, see our note
in Journ. Ane, Ind. H:sr. Vol IV, pp. 1864,

2. Cf. Sircar in Vadgiya Sdhitya Parigat Patrikd, Vol. ﬁ? B. S. 1367, PP
18: also Journ, Ind. Hist,, Vol. XLII, Part 3, 1964, pp. 66-14L

e et e g, e e ——
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2. Pythvipala-bhaya-pramarjana-vidhay s=Grdral kaghora=hkramal
Govarnn-onmathane mahotsava-gurur = Gopala-satfwopane [
lila-nirjtta-ruddha- Pala-mahigi-pratvarpane satrapo
yasy=aneka-ras-aspada™ subptino vitv-Gvalambo bhujab [/

The first of the two stanzas speaks of Trailokyvacandra's
success against the Gaudas (no doubt meaning the Pila emperor).
About Trailokyacandra’s time (c. 90523 A. D.), the Gurjara-
Pratihfra king Mahendrapala I(c. 885-908 A. D.) conquered at least
South Bihar and North Bengal from the Pila king Nariyapapala
(c. 854-910 A. D.) and rendered the latter's position precarious as
we bhave said above, It is possible that Trailokyacandra sided
with Mahendrapala against NarGyanapila and succeeded in annexing
wide areas of East Bengal to his original territory of Candradvipa
or Vangila in the Buckergunge region.

~ The second verse states that Siicandra (c. 925-75 A. D.) was
soft in removing the fears of other kings (or of a ruler named
Prthvipala), harsh in destroying Govarpi, the initiator of rejoicing
by installing Gopala on the throne and shy in the matter of
returning the gueen of the Pila king to her husband whom he
had easily defeated or captured. Whether Govarpa is the nmame
of a person or locality or fort cannot be determined, But Gopila
whom -the, Candra , king claims to have installed on the throne is
no doubt Gopala II (c. 940-6)- A. D.) who -was the grandson of
Narayapapala. It may be that there was a struggle for -the Pila
throne between- Gopala II -and.another claimant and that the Candra
king supported the former. In such acase, it may- be the rival of
Gopala IT who is stated to have been captured by ficandra in the
third , foot of the verse, -even though his name does not appear
in the -Pala records so far discovered. If, however, Gopila was a
friend of Sricandra about the time of his accession, the relationship
between the two soon became hostile as is indicated by-the discovery
of an image inscription® of the first regnal year of. Gopala I from
Mandhuk in the Tippera District (in ancient Samatata) when it is
considered along with the issue of §ricandra’s charters from Vikrama=
pura in the Dacca District and his father’s claim to have conguered
Samataja and parts of Vaiga in the Paschimbhag plate of Sricandra’s
fifth regnal.year, that was discovered in the Sylhet District of East

* 1, Ind, Hist, Quart., YVol, XXVIII, pp, 558,
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Pakistan and will be discussed in details in the course of my
lectures, As will be seen below, the Candra kings were probably
compelled sometimes to become subordinate allies of the Pila
monarchs, '

n

‘The Jagadishpur and Kalapur Plates
1. Jagadishpur Plate of the Gapta Year 128

More than five years ago when I was adding a concluding
section in the preface to the second edition (1955) of my Select
Inseriptions bearing on Indian History and Civilization, Vol I, I
referred to the newly discovered inscriptions—included in the
Supplement to the Volume=—and in that context observed, “I was
eager to add to them an inscription of the Gupta age reported to be
published recently in East Pakistan. Unfortunately, it was not
possible for me to secutre-any facsimile of the epigraph or a copy
of the publication in which it apeared.”

The copper-plate inscription in question was secured for the
Varendra Research Society, Rajshahi, in 1961, from a Hindu gentleman
of Jagadishpur, a village under- the Putia Police Station of the
Rajshahi District of East Pakistan, It has been said that the plate
was discovered underground, fifteen feet below the surface of the
earth, by an ancestor of the gentleman while the former was digging
the earth for the excavation of a ring-well. The account, however,
may not be accurate. The plate was given to Sri Sachindranath
Siddhanta, M. Sc., for decipherment and publication, and Siddhanta’s
paper on it in Bengali appeared in the Baigald Academy Patrika,
Dacca University, Magh-Caitra, B. S. 1379, pp. 356f. and Plates.
Unfortunately, the said issue of the Patriti was not available in
Calcutta, It was only in Decemder, 1959, that Dr. S. C. Bhattacharya
of the Sanskrit College, Calcutta, who had an opportunity, while
he was in London, to prepare photographic copies of the pages
of Siddhanta’s paper together with illustrations, was gam.i enough
to supply me with the material in his possession for study. I
found out from an examination of the material that the transcript
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and translation of the inscription as published by Siddhanta
contain many errors.

The preservation of the writing on the plate is unsatisfactory
in a few places. Moreover, the inscribed text contains mistakes
of omission and commission because the person responsible for
its composition had poor knowledge of the Sanskrit language.
The style of the record is similar to that of the copper-plate
inscriptions found at Damodarpur, Baigram, Paharpur. Nandapur
and Kalaikuri (Sultanpur);' but none of these other epigraphs
exhibits poverty of knowledge in Sanskrit in such a degree as
the record under study. The above facts render the decipher-
ment of the inscription somewhat difficult at places. It is there-
fore no wonder that Siddhanta has misread and misunderstood
certain parts of the record.

As regards palaeography and orthography, the present
inscription resembles the other epigraphs cited above. The
resemblance of the document with other Bengal records to which
we have referred is particularly close with the Kalaikuri-Sultanpur
copper-plate inscription. The reason is that these two records
were issued from the same place within a few years' interval by
the same executive officer (Ayubtaka) and the board of adminis-
tration (adhibarapa) of the same area, The present charter was
issued in the Gupta year 128 (447 A.D.) while the date of the
Kalaikuri-Sultanpur plate is the Gupta year 120 (440 A. D.), ie,
the latter epigraph is only about eight years earlier than the
former, Both the documents were issued from Piarnakaudika which
was the headquarters of the territorial and administrative unit
called é;ﬁgavera-vlthi The officer in charge of the tithi or
subdivision, who issued the record, was Ayubtaka Acyuta (called
Acyutadisa in the Kalaikuri-Sultanpur plate) described as medita-
ting on (or favoured by) the feet of the Bhatldraka (i.e., lord)
meaning the contemporary Gupta monarch Kumaragupta I(413-55
A, D). Acyuta is part of the full name Acyutadisa.

Ayuktaka Acyuta and the adhikarapa issued the document
from Pgrgakaudikd in the érﬁgavam-ﬁnh! as an address to the

1, See Sircar, Select Inscriptions, Veol. T, 1965, pp. 200d., 336f., 3464, 3524,
382f. ; Ep. Ind., Vol. XV, pp. 130f. ; Vol XX, pp. 614, ; Vol, XXI, pp. 8L
WVol. XXIIT, pp. 526 ;: Vol XXXI, pp. 574,

2
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chief householders (probably, agriculturists) including the Bralimanas
inhabiting Gulmagandhika and Sarhgohidlika, The locality called
Gulmagandhika is also mentioned in the Kalaikuri-Sultanpur plate
under the form Gulmagandhikd, and it is interesting that the
latter form is also used in the present epigraph in a few cases.
Likewise Sarhgohilika is mentioned in the other inscription with
this difference that it is Sarhgohdlika and in the singular in the
present epigraph, but Sarhgohili and in the plural in the other.
The plural number probably indicates that it was a group of
villages, .
The address of the Ayuktaka and the adhikarana to the
inhabitants of- Gulmagandhika or Gulmagandhiki and Sarthgohalika
is to the following purport: This should be known to you that
the following three persons of Pundravardhana, viz. the agricul-
turist householder Kgemaka who is a resident of Milakavastuka,
Bhoyila residing at Gulmagandhika and Mahbidasa residing at the
same place (Gulmagandhika) have informed us (i.e. the members of
the adhikarapa) beginning with our following selves—(1) Kumaradeva,
(2) Ganda, (3) Prajapati, (4) Jyesthadaman, (5). Yadovisnu, (6) Umayadas,
(7) Harifarman, (8) Sarpapilita, (9) Hiranyagupta, (10) Kumarayadas,
(1) Kumarabhfiti, (12) Sivakunda, (13) Siva, (14) a second Siva,
(15) Somavignu, (16) Satyavisnu, (17) Kadkuti, (18) Nandadiman,
(19) Viranaga, (20) Nariyanaddsa, (21) Rudra, (22) Bhava, (23) Guha,
(24) Acyuta, (25) Kubera, A26) Sarvanaga, (27) Bhavaniga, (28)
8ridatta, .(29) Bhavadatta, (30) Dhanavispu, (31) Gunparatha and
(32) Naradeva, Nos. 1-4 of this list of the members of the
adhikarapa are called Vithi-mahattara or member of the Vithi
council, the rest being called Kutumbin or agriculturist householder.
Of these 32 names, as many as 18, i.e. Nos. 1-4, 6-8, 10-11,
13-19, 24 and 27, are also found in the Kalaikuri-Sultanpur plate
which offers a bigger list of the Vithi-mahattaras. The Vithi-mahattara
Umayagas of that record of 440 A. D, is called a mere Kujumbin in
the present document of 447 A, D. probably because he failed
later to be elected to the Board of Elders. It may be noticed that the
Kalaikuri=Sultanpur plate records a grant of land situated in
HastiéTrga-Vibhitaki, Gulmagandhikia, Dhanyapataliki and the
village-group of Sarthgohiali, while the land granted by the present
epigrtaph was situated in Gulmagandhika or Gulmagandhikd and
Sarhgohalika, v .
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The representation of Kgemaka, Bhoyila and Mahidasa contained
the following: We are desirous of purchasing one kulyavapa of
apratibara fallow land for dedicating it as an absaya-nivi in favour
of (1) the vihkdre (Buddhist monastery), built for ‘the worshipful
Arhats’, at the siddhayatana at Mecikimra in the southern part of
the vithi, (2) the vihGrikd (small vihd@ra) built for the worship of ‘the
Arhats’ at Gulmagandhika, and (3) the temple built for the lord
Sahasrarasmi (the Sun-god) at Gulmagandhika, the purpose of the
gift being the making of provision for bali (offerings to creatures),
caru (offerings to the manes) and sattra (reception of guests) and
of repairs at the establishments, Since the sale of one kulvaripa
of the above type of land at two dindras is prevalent in your vithi,
you may please accept two dindras from us and let us have one .
kulyavipa of land—By the expression ‘Arhats', used in the record
in the plural! the Buddha appears to be indicated, the plural number
signifying gaurava (venerableness). The expression apratikara is
often explained as ‘without the right of alienation’, ‘without yield
of revenue'; but the word pratikara is used in the Rajatarangini
(V. 170) in the sense of a compensatory allowance, so that apratibara
may really mean ‘land for which no comepensatory allowances
required to be paid by the government’, Dindra was the Gupta
gold coin.

On receipt of the representation from the three persons, the
record-keepers (pustapila), Sithhanandin and Yadodaman, reported
that the sale of the above type of land at the quoted price was
prevalent in the vithi and that the proposal was in order ; then
Bhima, the Kuliba (representative of the artisan class on the board
of -administeation), collected two dinaras from the applicants, and
one kulyavdpa of land was made over to the three persons. OF the
said land, six dropav@pas (i, e. 3 kulyavapa) purchased by all the three
persons were entrusted to Balakunda described as the Sramapak-@carya,
i. e. Buddhist religious teacher. The area must bave been 'granted
in favour of the two Buddhist establishments of which the said
monk was apparently in charge, The remaining two dronavipas
(i. e« 4 Pulyavipa) of land were purchased by Bhoyila and were
given in favour of SZmbapura which seems to be the name of the
religious establishment in which the Sun-god was installed and

1. See Sircar, Ind. Ep, Gloss, pp. 26, 239.
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worshipped, probably so named because Simba, the most celebrated
devotee of the Sun=-god, was also worshipped in the shrine, It is
stated further that out of these two dropavdpas of land, one plot
measuting one drogpavpa lay near the temple (i.e. the Bun temple)
and was utilised for making a flower-garden for the shrine and for
creating its talavdjaka, ‘adjoining land’, i.e. land granted in favour
of a temple, at the time of its foundation, for its rgaintennnce.
The Sun temple at Gulmagandhika seems to have been founded by
Bhoyila who was an inhabitant of the said village. The popularity
of the Sun-god in Bengal in the age of the Guptas is an interest-
ing information supplied by the inscription especially in view of
the fact that the earliest Sfirya images discovered in Bengal, assigned
to the Gupta age, come from Kumarpur and Niyamatpur in the
Rajshahi District which has also yielded the copper plate under
study.! Of greater interest seems to be the fact that Bhoyila
was probably devoted to both the Buddha and the Sun-god.

It is farther said that, out of the one kulyavapa (i.e. 8 droga-
vapas) of gift land, an area of seven dropavapas was situated in the
north-eastern part of Gulmagandhika and one in the vicinity of
the temple (i.e. the Sun-temple). The boundaries of the gift land
are described as—(l) the kandara of a tank in the east; (2) the
deva-kandara of the tank of Dhanavisnu (probably the Kujumbin of
the same name mentioned in the list of the members of the adhi-
karapa) in the south ; (3) ‘Nabhraka’s property’ in the west; and
some Rupda or pond in the north. The word kandara means a
cavity probably for enshrining a deity, so that kandara and deva-
kandara here would mean the same thing. The following section of the
inscription contains a prayer to the effect that the Vyavaharins or
administrators like the Disayapatis (governors of districts), Ayuk-
takas, Kugumbins or Adihkarapibas (members of the board of
administration) of any time should be good enough to protect the
permanent endowment (aksaya-nivi) created by the document. This
is followed by four of the usual imprecatory and benedictory stanzas,
described as uttered by Vyasa. The date, viz. the 20th day of the
month of Caitra in the year 128 no doubt of the Gupta era, is quoted
in line 23, The concluding part of the record states that the
document was written by Rudradisa and that the plate was heated

1. Hist, Beng., Vol, I, ed, R. C. Majumdar, p. 456,
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(evidently for the purpose of affixing a seal) by a person whose name
may be Susihha. Rudradasa either composed the document, or
wrote the letters on the plate for facilitating the work of engraving.

Of the geographical names mentioned in the record. Pupdra-
vardhana was the name of a city situated at the site of modern
Mahasthan in the Bogra District (East Pakistan) as well as of the
province covering MNorth Bengal, of which the headgquarters were
at the city in question, The name of épﬂgavera can be traced in
that of the present Singra Police Station in the Natore Sub-
Division of the Rajshahi District, East Pakistan, The other places
cannot be definitely located.

MNow that we have discussed the contents of the Jagadishpur
copper-plate inscription, some of Siddhanta’s mistakes of reading and
interpretation may be mentioned here by way of illustration. In -the
passage mentioning the applicants for the creation of the permanent
endowment, we have read Pundravardhane ya(yve) Mulakavastula-
vastavya-kupumbi-Kgemaka(kah) Gulmagandhika-vastavya-Bhoytlal tatr =
aiva vastavya-Mahidasaviha(sas=tair=iha), so that there were three
residents of the city of Pundravardhana, viz. (1) the Kulumbin
Kgemaka hailing from Milakavastuki, (2) Bhoyila hailing from
Gulmagandhika, and (3) Mahidasa hailing from the same locality,
i.e. Gulmagandhika. I have regarded the dual number in Mahidasay
=~iha as an obvious error, because of the use of Bhoyilah in the first
case-ending, and have explained the wrong use of the dual number
as due to the fact that Bhoyila and Mahidasa both hailed from
a locality different from Milakavastuka. Siddanta reads Pugiravar-
dhaneya-Mulahavastuba-vastarya-Bulumbi-ksemaka as an epithet of
Gulmagandhika-vastavya Bhoyila. I am sorry that this interpretation
seems to me guite unconvincing. In the first place, Pundravardhaneya
in the sense of Pupdravardhana-vistavya does not appear to be quite
happy. Secondly, it is difficult to believe that the same person
would be called not only Pugdravardhaneya in the sense of Pupdravar-
dhana-viistavya, but at the same time also MUlakavastuki-vistavya
and Gulmagandhika-viistavya, so that he would be represented as
hailing from no less than three places, This seems to be quite
unlikely, Thirdly, Ksemaka (cf. Keemaka) is obviously a personal
name ; but Siddhanta takes it as an adjective of Bhoyila in the
sense of ‘Saiva’, even though it is not supported by the Sanskrit
lexicons.
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Siddbanta reads the passage daksininiaka(nihiake) vithya®, i.e.
‘in the southern part of the withs or subdivision’, as dakjinend faka
vithya® which does not give any sense.

It is said that three-fourths of the land, which were made a rent-
free holding in favour of two Buddhist religious establishments, were
entrusted to the Srava(ma)pak-acirya (i.e. Buddhist monk apparently
in charge of the establishments) whose name was Balakunqa, Siddhanta
reads Srava(ma'nak-Gcirya as éravanaka cisya which he fails to explain,
In two defective passages, there is apparently reference to the
devakula meaning the temple of the Sun-god which received
one-fourth of the land, But Siddhanta did not realise it. There
are many other minor errors in Siddhanta’s transcript.

2, Kalapur Plate assigned to Samanta Marundanatha

Sri Kamalakanta Gupta, M, Sec., B, L., Advocate of Sylhet in
East Pakistan, published a book entitled Copper-plates of Swylhet,
Vol, 1(7th-i1th Cemtury A D.), in the year 1967, Thanks to the
author,. copies of the work reached us in India. This work contains
a section entitled “Kalapur Copper-plate of Simanta Marugpdang@tha
(7th Century A.D.)" at pp. 68-8), The village of Kalapur lies under
the jurisdiction of the Srimangal Police Station in the Maulavi
Bazar Sub-Division of the Sylhet District, Itis said that on the
8th of May, 1963, while a plot of land in the said village was
being prepared for sowing, the earthen container, in which the
plate had been interred in the earth, broke at the stroke of a
spade and a portion of the plate was exposed to view, The
owner of the plot of land in question, Sri Mahendra Kumar Deb
of Kalapur, brought the matter to the notice of Sri Yasodagovinda
Goswami, and the news of the discovery of the inscription soon
reached Sri Kamalakanta Gupta who received the plate for study
from Sri Goswami., The plate measures 68* by 102" and has a
round seal (about 4'4” in diameter) soldered to its proper right,
The writing of the record on the plate is in a very bad state
of preservation and the photograph of the obverse of the plate
published by Sri Gupta is useless for the purpose of deciphermen*
Thus the passages deciphered by Sri Gupta cannot be checked
with the help of the illustration, The bronze seal aflixed to
the plate is, however, in a good state of preservation, though its
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photograph does not help us in checking the reading of the donor's
name embossed on it in a globular space to the proper right of the
standing deity at the centre.

The seal bears on its obverse, in relief, the figure of the
standing Gajalaksmi with two elephants on her two sides pouring
water on her from two jars lifted by their trunks, Below the
two elephants and on the two sides of the goddess are two
human figures in a sitting posture with c¢amara in hands. Below
the goddess is the legend Kumiramaty-adhikaranasya written in relief
in characters of about the sixth century A.D. Above the human
figure on the proper right of the goddess is a globular cavity.
The upper part of its bed is occupied by the figure of a recumbent
bull, and the lower part by the legend in relief which Sri Gupta
reads as Sri-Marundanatha, As indicated above, these letters cannot
be read from the illustration published by him. The reverse of the
seal represents a full-blown lotus. .

The seal affixed to the Kalapur plate reminds us of the seals
attached to such seventh-century records of South-East Bengal as the
Kailan plate! of Praptapasicamahibabda Sridharaparita and the
Tippera plate? of Samanta Lokanatha. The upper part of the space
on both these seals has the figure of the goddess Gajalaksmi standing
on a full-blossomed lotus and flanked above on both sides by two
elephants holding water jars in their upraised trunks, On the seal
of Bridhiraparita, below the elephants, are the figures of two
devotees who are also found in the act of pouring water, and beneath

' the Gajalakgmi device there are two lines of writing,in raised letters—

(1) éri-Samatateivara-pad-anudhyitasya  (2) Kumaramaty-adhikara-
nasya. Another line, afterwards embossed horizontally on the seal
just to the right of the figure of Laksmi, reads—# i-gri’dhﬁmwﬁtmya.
The seal of Lokanitha also contains a line reading—Kumaramity-
@dhikaragasya in a script slightly earlier than that of another line
which reads—Lokandthasya.

The seals actually belonged to the adhikarana, i. e. the offiice of
the board of administrators, attached to the Kum@ramftya or the
administrative officer (Am@tya) enjoying the status of a prince of royal
blood, who was usually the ruler of a district or its subdivision, The

1, Ind. Hist, Quart.. Vol. XXIIO, pp. 2214
2. Ep, Ind, Vol. XV, pp. 301



16 EPIGRAPHIC DISCOVERIES IN EAST PAKISTAN

names of Lokanitha and éridhﬁ.rﬂmrim were written on the seals
apparently to indicate that they had countersigned the original
documents afterwards incised on the copper-plates, The importance
attached to the feudatory ruler éﬂ'dhiramﬁta and Lokanatha may
suggest that they had risen to a semi-imdependent status,?

The use of slightly earlier characters on the seals is due to the
fact that such seals or dies for moulding them were kept ready for
use at the office of the Kumaramatya and that they were authenticated
by embossing on them the names of the rulers of the time being.

We have said above that the name of the ruler of the
Sylhet region about the seventh century A, D., who authenticated _the
Kalapur plate, has been read by Sri Gupta as Samanta Marunpdanitha,
though the reading cannot be verified, Supposing that the reading
is correct, Marundandtha may probably be regarded as another semi-
independent subordinate of the Gauda king in the south-eastern
areas of the latter's kingdom like Lokanatha and the Ratas of the
Tippera region (in Samatata) and the Khadgas originally of the Dacca
area in Vanga, but later ruling also over Samatafa.

The passages of the Kalapur copper-plate inscription that
have been read by- Sti Gupta appear to speak of Simanta #ri-
Marupdanatha-bhattiraka who was probably preceded in the rule
of the area by Sdmanta-Sainyapati Srinatha, The grant seems to
have been made at the request of Jayasvimin who had previously
received one palaka of land (equal to 5 kulyavdpas or 40 dropavapas)
on which he had built a matha (temple or monastery) and installed
therein an image of the god called Bhagavat Anantanirayana. The
land granted by the present charter appears to be meant for the
preservation of bali, caru and saftra in the temple of the said god
and also for the maintenance of certain Traividya Brihmanas, - The
gift land was created a rent-free holding styled agrahara.

1 Elsewhere we have suggestad that Jayatudgavarsa and Jivadhiicana (father
of Scidhdrany) were refractory feudatories of the Paramefvara (i. e. king of
Gauda) of whom Lokanicha was a faithful subordinate, that Jayatufgavarsa
was subdued by Lokanftha on behalf of his overlord who next sent him
against Jivadhirapa., and that Jivadhirana had to pacify Lokanftha and the
king of Gauda by the cession of territory, ofer of money and acceptance
of subsidiary alliance. Lokanitha's name may have been inserted in the
legend on the seal to indicate the re.assertion of imperial authority over the
territory recovered from Jivadhfirana, See Ind, Hist Quart, log, ¢it,
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Among the interesting facts revealed by the record, one is
that, although the donor of the grant had the bull as his emblem
and was apparently a Saiva, he had no scruple in creating the agrahdra
in favour of the god Anantanariyapa, no doubt a form of the god
Vispu. We have numerous other cases of this kind even in the
inscriptions of Bengal. The fact is that, according to the custom
of those days, Jayasvimin must have paid a sum of money required
for the creation of a rent-free holding, and the transaction was
completed in the usual way.? .

Another interesting fact is the name of the ruler—Marundanitha
—if it has been correctly read. The name reminds us of the
Murundas. Indian lirerary tradition refers to Murupda rule at
Pafaliputra about the second century A, D, sometime before the rise
of the Guptas in the first quarter of the fourth century.® Ptolemy’s
Geography (c. 145 A. D.) places the Maroundai (supposed to be
Murupda) in the same region.* It is thus possible that the Murundas
became powerful in Bihar even before the time of the Kusina king
Visudeva whose dates range between the years 64 (or 67) and 98
(142-76 A.D.). The Chinese annals speak of an ambassador of
the king of Fu-nan, who reached, about the second quarter of the
_third century A.D., the mouth of a large river (probably, the
Ganges) after a long voyage from T'eu-kia-li (Takkola in Malay)
and went up the river to the capital of the king of the Meu-luen
(probably Murunda), who sent the embassy back with a present of
four horses of the Indo-Scythian country.® This possibly indicates
the continuation of Murunda rule till the middle of the third century
A.D. As the Murupjas are believed to be Scythians, their occu=
pation of Bihar may be explained if it is supposed that they were
originally viceroys of the Kusanas in Bihar or in Eastern India,

1, Mote that the Buddhist king Dharmapila (c. 770-810 A, D.) granted four
villages in favour of the god Bhagavan-Nannanfriyana-bhajtiraka at the
request of Mahdsdmant-ddhipati Nirfyanavarman who bad built o temple
far the installation of the said god. See Maitreva, Gaugdalebhamdld, p. 16.

2. Sircar, Indian Epigraphy, pp. 114

3. Ck Raychaudhuri, PHAIL 1938, p. 450 ; Sircar, Some Problems of Kugdpa and
Rdjpft History, pp. 63, 65-66.

4. See Sircar, Cosmography and Geogrophy in Early Indian Literature, p. 140.
Thetre is some doubt whether Peolemy mentions Murunda or Pundra.

5. Comp. Hist, Ind., Vol. I, ed. K. A, Nilkanta Sastr, p. 774,

3



18 EPIGRAPHIC DISCOVERIES IN EAST PAKISTAN

The existence of the Murundas! in Eastern Indiais associated
with the gquestion of the expansion of Kusina rule in the esaid
region. The circulation of Kusina gold and copper coins and their
imitations in Eastern India is interesting in this connection.
Considering the fact that there was practically no pre-Kugina gold
coinage in India, the reference in the Periplus of the Erythrasan Sea
to the prevalence of the gold coin calie“l ‘caltis' in the land watered
by the mouths of the Ganges can only mean the Kusina coinage.®
Reference may also be made in this connection to the discovery;
in Bengal, of a number of sculptures in which distinct affinities
with the Kusipa art idiom have been recognised.® The possibility
of the expansion of Kusipa rule in Bihar, Bengal and Orissa raises
the question whether the Kusina hold on Fastern India was maintained
through the Murundas,

The name of Marupdanitha also reminds us uf that of Queen
Murupdadevi or Murupdasvamini, wife of king Jayanitha, and
mother of king Barvanatha (beginning of the sixth century A.D.)
of Uccakalpa in the present Satna region of Madhya Pradesh.*
While Murupdasvamini may have been a Murugda princess,
Marundanatha was possibly born of a princess of the Muarunda clan,
His name does not possibly prove the Murunda occupation of Sylhet.

-

1, Cf Saba-murupda in the Allahabad plllar inscription of Samudragupta
(Sircar, Selsct Inscriptions, Val, I, pp. 266, text line 23),

See Sircar, Problems of Kusdna and Rajpae History, p. 176 ; also Hist. Bﬂﬂ!-
Vol. 1, ed. Majumdar, p. 45.

Ct. Saraswati, Early Sculpturas of Bengal, 1962, p. 45.

CII, Vol IIT, pp. 128, 132, 138 ; Sircar, Sel. Tns., p. 391,

Col A



LECTURE 1I
Paschimbhag Plate of Sricandra, Regnal Years 5

Of the five copper-plate grants of king Bricandra of the
Candra dynasty of South-East Bengal, discovered before the middle
of the present century, four have been already published, viz. the
Rampal, Kedarpur, Madanpur and Dhulla plates, the Idilpur plate,
which is untraceable now, still remaining unedited.* Recently
another copper-plate inscription of Ericandra was discovered at
the village of Paschimbhag in the Sylhet District of East
Pakistan. In the year 1958, Sri Binod Bihari Chakravarti accidentally
noticed a corner of the plate sticking out of the ground ina wvacant
plot of-land in the said willage. The inscribed plate was dug up
and, soon afterwards, it passed into the custody of Pandit Syamapada
Kavyatirtha Bhattacharya of the wvillage of Bhumiura near
Paschimbhag. In 1961, Janab Aminur Rashid Chaudhury of Sylhet
acquired it from the Pandit for the Historical and Archaeological
Society, Sylhet. The copper-plate inscription, now preserved in
the Museum of the said Society, was published with plates by
Sri Kamala Kanta Gupta Chaudhury of the Sylhet Bar in the
Nalini Kanta Bhattasali Commomoration Volume (pp. 166f, and
Plates XXXVI-XXXVII) edited by Prof. A. B. M. Habibullah.and -
published by the Dacca Museum in 1966,% A few years earlier,
the same author published his transcript of the inscription in
Bengali characters. Although the preservation of the writing is
fairly satisfactory, certain parts of the published illustration of
the writing on both sides of the plate are indistinct. However,
the illustration helped us is determining some errors in -
Sri Gupta Chaudhury's transcript and translation of the epigraph.
We then prepared our own transcript and wrote an article on the

* 1. See Ep. Ind., Vol. XII, pp. 1368. (Majumdar, Ins. Beng., pp: 1) ; Vol. XVII,
pp. 1888, (Majumdar, op. oif, pp. M0E) ; Vol. XXVII, pp. 51, 33764 ;
Vol. XXXIII pp. 1348, ; cf. Vol. XVIL, pp. 189-90 (Majumdar, ep. cit., pp.
166-67).
2. A copy of this work was available to us as the contributor of a paper to
the valume, 'Gupta Chaudhury' sometimes calls himself *Gupta’ only,
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inscription for publising it in the Epigraphia Indica. In the mean-
time, Gupta Chaudhury republished the inscription in his book
entitled Copper=plates of Sylhet (1967), to which reference has been
made above and copies of which were available to us in India
through the author’s courtesy. Sometime afterwards, Sri Gupta
Chaudhury was kind enough to supply us with a set of better impre=
sions of the writing which helped us in checking our transcript of
the record. We are extremely thankful to Sri Gupta Chaudhury
for the said acts of kindness.

The inscription is written on both sides of a single plate having
taised rims; the seal affixed to its upper fringe leading to the break
in the continuity of the writing in the first two lines both on the
obverse and the reverse, The emblem on the seal is the Dharmaca-
kra found on the seals not only of the other records of Sricandra
and of those of the other rulers of the Candra family, but also of
those of other Buddhist rulers of Bengal including the Palas. The
legend in the lower part of the surface of the seal reads éri=Sri-
candradeva. The weight of the plate together with the seal is said
to be about 11.5 seers (nearly 24 pounds). The charter was issued
in the 5th regnal year of iﬁr‘x‘cand_ra (c. 925-75 A.D.), ie. about
930 A.D.). This seems to be one of the earliest records of the
Candra king whose latest known date, supplied by the Madanpur’
plate, referred to above, is the regnal year 46.!

There are 28 lines of writing on the obverse and 37 on the
reverse of the Paschimbhag plate, so that the record is written in
65 lines. The characters, like those in the other grants of Sricandra,
belong to the East Indian alphabet of the tenth century A.D. when
Gaudi was emerging out of Siddhamitrkda. The engraving is neatly
done and credit for it has been rightly claimed on behalf of the
engraver Haradisa in the concluding stanza, The language of the
inscription is Sanskrit and the composition consists of both prose
and verse. Some personal names indicate Prakrit and De#il influence.

We know that the introductory stanzas in Sricandra's
charters are not exactly the same in number and composition in the
different records, though several verses are common to all of them.
Thus, of the 15 introductory stanzas in the present record, some

1. Ep Ind, Vol. XXVIIL, pp. 3374
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well-known verses found in most of the other epigraph are absent .
while seven stanzas of this epigraph are not noticed in any of the
hitherto published charters of the king.

The inscription begins with the Siddham symbol followed by

the benedictory expression svasti, Then follow the ffteen intro-
ductory stanzas.
_ Verse 1, also found at the beginning of the other charters of
Sricandra, is in adoration of the Buddhist trinity~—the Jina (i.e. Lord
Buddha), Dharma and Safigha. This is no doubt because the Candras
were followers of the Buddhist faith, The said verse is followed in
some of Sricandra’s records by another saying that Pirpacandra,
the progenitor of the dynasty, was born in the family of the Candras
of Rohitagiri and that his name occurred in documents engraved
on the pedestals of images as well as on pillars of victory and plates of
copper. This shows that the Candra family hailed from Rohitagiri
(modern Rohtasgadh in the Shahabad District, Bihar) and Pfrpa-
candra was a ruling chief of some importance. Instead of this wverse,
the said Piirpacandra is introduced in our epigraph in another stanza
(verse 2) which is found in the Kedarpur plate wherein, however,
it was not fully legible, It says that there was a fortunate person
named Parpacandra whose shameless enemies, on being defeated,
took shelter under the unigque umbrella created by the dust raised by
his army.

Verse 3, which is found in the Kedarpur plate, 1ntmducas
Suvarpacandra as the son of Parpacandra and compares him with
pure gold even though, unlike gold, he was neither tested in fire nor
weighed on balance. We know that some other grants of Sricandra
introduce Suvarpacandra in a different stanza stating that the said
prince became a follower of the Buddha as if because he had been
born in the family of the Moon-god who bears on his lap the Buddha
born as hare in a previous birth (Saéaka-jataka) Suvarpacandra
may have been the first Buddhist king of the family, Verse 4 is
also found in several of Sricandra’s charters and states that
Suvarpacandra was so named by the people because, when he
was in his mother’s womb, the queen satisfied her longing by seeing
the rising moon and, as a result, obtained the son comparable to the
moon in beauty. -

Verse 5, which is not found in the published records of 8ri-
candra, indroduces king Trailokyacandra (c. 905-25 A.D.), whose
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great fame spread over the three worlds, as the son of Suvarpacandra,
The transcript and translation of this stanza as published by Gupta
Chaudhury are not free from errors. Trailokyacandra is here
compared once to the moon whose rise caused the oozing away of
the moonstones that were the eyes of [the heroes] captured by him.
He is also said to have been afraid of scandal and to have resembled
the full evening twilight to the lotuses that were the congregations
[of his rivals]. Trailokya was like the rising clouds to the groups
of thirsty Catgka birds (i.e. was liberal to the supplicants). He was
also the watcher of the activities of his soldiers and his subjects, and
this reminds us of Dilipa's description in the Raghuvamia (L. 17) as
the restrainer of his subjects from moving away from the right
track, The mention of scldiers in this connection is interesting
because they generally committed atrocities in the land of the
defeated enemy.!

The next stanza (verse 6) is found in some of Sricandra’s
published charters and states that the said king (Trailokyacandra),
being desirous of conguering the earth bounded by the four oceans,
but having no greed for wealth, destroyed his enemies by his sword.

Verse 7 throws welcome light on the capital of the Samatafa
country. The Ashrafpur (Dacca District) copper-plate grants® of
king Devakhadga (middle of the seventh century A. D.) of the
Khadga dynasty of East Bengal were issued from the royal residence
at Karmanta which may have been.the capital of the Khadgas,
Because a gold-covered Sarvini image,® caused to be made by
Devakhadga’s queen Prabhavati, was discovered at Deulbadi about
14 miles to the south of Comilla (Tippera District) and the official
designation Karmintapala occurring in the Narttedvara image
inscription* found at Bharella under the Badkamta Police Station
of the Tippera District was understood as ‘the Lord of Karmanta'
(though it really means ‘Superintendent of the royal barns’), N. K.
Bhattasali was inclined to believe that Karmanta was the capital
of the Samatata country (which, in his opinion, covered the Tippera
and MNoakhali Districts together with the eastern half of the

CE. Sewell, Hist. Ins, 8. Ind,. p. 57.

Proc. ASB, 1890, p. 249 ; 1891, p. 119 ; Mem. ASB, Vol. I, pp. 808,
Ep. Ind., Val, K?H*p.aiﬂ

Ibid,, p. 351,

Rt R
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Mymensing and Dacca Districts and the greater part of the Sylhet
District) and that the c¢ity stood at the site of modern Badkamta
(literally ‘the Bigger Kamta') about three miles from Bharella,! It
is difficult to accept -all these views. In the first place, ‘the eastern
half of the Dacca and Mymensing Districts and the greater part of the
Sylhet District’ do not appear to have formed any part of Samatafa,
Secondly, the discovery of the Kailan copper-plate? inscription of king
Sridbiragarsta of Samataga shows that, about the middle of the
seventh century A. D. when the Khaddas were ruling over the Dacca
region of Vanga, the Ratas were holding sway over Samatata,
although very soon Devakhadga extirpated Rita rule and annexed
Samatata to his dominions. It therefore seems that Devakhadga's
capital was somewhere in the Dacca region. Thirdly, the said
Kailan inscription and the Tippera plate® of Bhavadeva suggest
that the capital of Samatata in the seventh and the following cen-
turies was not at Karmanta, but at the city of Devaparvata on the
river Ksirodi. This river is the modern Khira or Khirnai which is
the dried up river course traceable as branching off from the Gomati
just west of the town of Comilla. It flows by the eastern side of the
Mainamati hills and skirts their southern end near the Chandimura
peak where another branch of the river meets it flowing by the
western side of the hills, The river thus surrounds the sourhern
end of the Mainamati hills where the ancient hill-fort of Deva-
parvata seems to have been situated, and then runs south-west to
fall into the Dakatiya river.* Further light has now been thrown on
Devaparvata, the capital of the Samatata country during the early
medieval period, by verse 7 of the Paschimbhag plate under study.

The stanza which mentions the city of Devaparvata on the
Ksiroda river in the Samatata country while describing the exploits
of Trailokyacandra (c. 905-25 A.D.), the father of é:icandra. runs
as follows :—

Kgirodam=anu Devaparvata iti érimat = tad = etat=puram

yatr =Ggantu-janasya vismaya-rasal Kamboja-vartt-adbhutail /

Lalambi-vanam= atra naviba-fatair =anvisya siddh-ausadhi-

vyahard iti ha frutds= Samataan=nirjjitya yat-sainikailt [/

1, Loe, cit.

2, ITHQ, Vol, XXIII, pp. 221£f.
*3. JAS, Letters, Vol. XVII, 1051, pp. 83,
4. THQ, Veol. XXIII, pp. 225-26.
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The wverse may be interpreted as follows: After having
conquered Samatata, Trailokyacandra’s soldiers exclaimed, “That
prosperous Devaparvata lying on the Ksirodi is this city where the
visitor has the feeling of astonishment at the wonderful reports about
the Kambojas,” and having searched the Lalambi forest in the area
through hundreds of boatmen, they heard the tales about the superbly
efficacious medicinal herbs.—~Unfortunately, Gupta Chaudhury
commits two errors in reading the verse : (1) He reads Kiirodim==
anu a8 Kgirod-ambu (which violates the metre), and (2) the word
navika is read by him as vatika. His translation of the stanza con-
sequently runs as follows: “In consequence of the strange news
of Kamboja, the newcomers to this illustrious capital, like the venerable
mountain (i. e. the Mandara Mountain) in the waters of the Ksiroda
[sea] were struck with feelings of wonder, whose soldiers conquered
Samatata where was situated the forest of Lalamvi traditionally said
to have been filled with sure medicinal herbs sought for by hundreds
of persons suffering from morbid affectation of the nervous system.”

The verse offers much valuable information, In the first place,
it speaks of the conquest of the Samatata country, i, e. the present
Tippera-Noakhali region of South-East Bengal within East Pakistan,
by the Candra king Trailokyacandra. It has to be remembered in
this connection that Trailokyacandra is sometimes described as the
mainstay of the royal fortunes of the kings of Harikela (i e. Sylhet)
even though he is represented as the king essentially of Candradvipa.?
The claims of Trailokyacandra have now to be read along
with his son fricandra’s rule over Vahga, Samataja and
ﬂﬁhaﬁa (Sylhet) with his capital at WVikramapura in Vahga.
In the second place, the reference to Devaparvata in the
Paschimbhag plate supports the evidence of the Kailan and
Tippera plates and suggests that the city lying on the bank
of the Ksirodia river was the capital of the Samataja country,
The reference to hundreds of boatmen in the verse under study
reminds us of the description of the Ksirodd river in the Kailan
plate as naubhir=aparimitabhir=uparacita-kula. Thirdly, shortly
before the Candra invasion of Samatata, the city of Devaparvata
seems to have been devastated'by the Kambojas. The name Kamboja

1. Cf. dadhdro Harikela-raja-kakuda-cohatra-smitdndm driydf yad = candr-opapade
babhifiva nrpatir=dvipe Dilfp-opamal (N. G. Majumdar, Ins. Beng., Vol,
III, p. 4, text lines 9-10). See Ep. Ind., Vol XXVIII, p. 338,
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is probably the Sanskritised form of the name of the Koch people
of North Bengal ! a few kings of the same clan being known from
their inscriptions to have been ruling in the northern and south=-
western regions of Bengal in the tenth century A.D.,® Lastly, the
Lalambi-vana, which is no doubt the present Lalmai in the name
Mainamati-Lalmai ridge, seems to have been famous for its medicinal
herbs, Its mention in the present context throws welcome light
on the controversy regarding the identification of Rohitigiri
mentioned in Candra records as the original home of the Candras.
Most scholars identified Rohitagiri with modern Rohtasgadh in the
Shahabad District of Bihar; but N. K. Bhattasali suggested that
Rohitagiri might be the Sanskritised form of Lalmai, i.e. Lal-ma or
‘red earth’. Of course, the modification of Lal-mfi to Lal-mai seems
to be philologically improbable, In any case, the verse under study
mentioning L@lmai as Lalambi shows that Bhattasali’s suggestion is
wrong and that it offers no challenge to the identification of
Rohitagiri with Rohtasgadh.?

Verse 8 of the Pashchimbhag plate is also interesting to the
student of history. It is not found in any other of fricandra’s
grants, and there are likewise errors in Gupta Chaudhury's reading
and translation of the verse. It says that the forces of the wvictorious
Trailokyacandra enjoyed, out of curiosity, the famous curds of the
Vaiga country at the village of Krspadikharin and its hamlets, next
drank the waters of the river Surufgi and the lallied stréams in the
forests girdling Mt, Vindhya and finally reached Mt, Malaya where
their own tumult became mixed up with the dull sound of the
flow of waters of the Kaveri in which stones were falling from
the Malaya. This is the conventional account of Trailokya-

1. The Eoch people now call themselves Rijvarél. See Whitworth, Anglo-
Indian Digtionary, p. 167. Another Mongoloid people called Mech ruled
Asgsam from the middle of the Tch to the beginning of the eleventh century
A, D, Their tribal name was Sanskritised as Mleccha,

2. See the Bangadh pillar inscription of Kufijaraghatfivarga, the lord of Gauda,
belonging to the Kamboja race (Bhandarkar's List of Inscriptions, No, 1726)
and the Irda (Balasore Districe, Orissa) plate of the Buddhist P. M. P.
MNayaplila who belonged to the Kamboja family, was the younger brother
of the chief Marfivanapdla and the successor of P. M, P. RBijyvapfla, was
born of the queen Bhigyadevi and granted land in the Dagdabhukti-
mangdala in the Vardhamina-bhukti (Ep, Ind, Vol, XXII, pp. 1558.).

3. Ci Hist, Beng., Vol, I, ed. R. C. Majumdar, p. 194.

4
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candra’s digvijaya in the secondary cakravarti-bgetra of South India
described here as bounded by the Vanga country, the Vindhya and
Malaya mountain ranges and the river Kaveri,* It has little histo-
rical basis and merely indicates the fact that Trailokyacandra claimed
to be an independent monarch, The river Kaveri rises in the
Western Ghats and runs through Coorg and the other Districts of
Southern Mysore as well as the Coimbatore, Salem, Tiruchirapalli
and Tanjavur Districts of Tamil Nadu to fall into the Bay of
Bengal, According to the Purdnas, it springs from the Sahya and
not from Malaya;® but the Ramayana® mentions it along with
the Malaya and this suggests the inclusion of the southern part of the
Western Ghats ypto the source of the Kaveri in Coorg within the
Malaya. range, even though the Malaya is often identified with the
Travancore bhills, The village of Kpsnadikharin in the Vahga
country and the Suruigd-nadi flowing through the Vindhyan region
do not appear to be known from any other source, It seems
that the curds of Vafga, in which the division (bhdga) of
Vikramapura (Dacca District) was situated according to early
medieval records,* had a name in Candradvipa (Buckergunge
District) which was Trailokyacandra's original dominions. Gupta
Chaudhury reads camga for Vahga in the passage bhubtvg Vanga-
dadhini Kpsnabikhari-gramesu and translates it as ‘drinking nice
coagulated milk out of curiosity in villages ensconced amidst
black hills".®

Verse 9 introduces Trailokya's beloved queen named Kaficika.
The stanza, with some variations, occurs in several other records
of Bricandra, though the queen’s name in all those cases is
Kaficand, and not Kaficiki., The queen was probably known by
both the names, Kaficand being apparently more popular than

1, CE. Sircar, Studies in the Geography of Ancient and Medieval India, pp. 13-15
Southern Bengal hefe seems to be included in the Scuth Indian cakravarii-
hyetra,

Ikid., pp. 52-53.

See IV, 41, 14-15.

Cf. M. G. Majumdar, I'ns. Beng., Vo, III, pp. 125, 137, 146,
“Trailokyacandra's success agalnst Vaflga was formerly conjectured on the
basie of the following passage read by A. H. Dani in some of the newly
discovered Candra records:

" tasy = dbhyunnati-fdlinall pracayine Vangasya mubtd-manill.

Unfortunately, as we shall sze below, the word vanfasya (vamifaya) has been
wrongly read here as Varlgasya,

@ e
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Kaficikd., WVerse 10, found also in several other records, intro=~
duces Sricandra as the son of Trailokyacandra compared to
Indra, from the said queen and states that the prince was born
on the auspicious configuration of planets called rdja=yoga. Verse
11 is likewise found in some other grants of Sricandra and says that
the said king brought the earth under his sole umbrella and put all
his enemies in prison-houses.

The following three stanzas are not found in any of the other
charters of Sricandra and their text and translation published by
Gupta Chaudhury are erroneous. Verse 12 says that Sricandra’s
forces, in the course of their conquest of the Kamarfipa country
(i.e. Assam), entered the woodlands near the Lohitya (i.e. the
Brahmaputra) which were covered by the clouds that were the
flying she-pigeons, had banana groves that were tawny owing to
the ripening of the leaves or fruits and in which monkeys were
roaming, had many plains on which drowsy yaks were ruminating
leisurely, and were dark owing to the black aloe trees.' The
importance of the wverse lies in the fact that it refers to an invasion
of Kimariipa by ﬁ:ir.andm. which is not mentioned in any of his
published records, although the Paschimbhag plate is one of his
earliest grants. As we shall see below, the coppet-plate grants of
his successors refer to such achievements ; cf. verse 5 of both the
Mainamati plates of Ladahacandra discussed in the following
lecture.

1. The words hfnchd and hdnchl are used by the Nepalese in the senses rad-
pectively of the youngest brother and sister or boy and girl. If the queen’s
name can be taken to have derived from Mepalese hinchi, she mey have been
a Mepalese princess, Mepalese Bdnchd is the same as Bengali kdmed and
Hindi baced (fem. kacel) used in the sense of raw, unripe, immature (opp.
piakd, pakbd, ripe, mature); ef. Bengali kaci; also hdmed-rdidl (i,e. a young
widow). See Turnet's Comp. Dict., s.v. hacea,

2. Ci

Yat-sainyaih bila Kdmaripa-vijaye rohat-bapotl-ghand
wirvwigtdh bhalapdba-piriga-badali-Eufja-bhramad-vdnardh |
romanth-@lasa-baddha-nidra-camarl-samisevita-prantardl
Lohityasya vanasthall-parisard Ml-Gguru-fpdmaldl |/
The word bhalapdha is spparently a mistake for dalapdha ot phalapdha ; but
the visarga at the end of the previous word probably supports phalapdba.
Gupta, Chaudhury speaks of ‘monkeys roaming in bkalapas (i.e. marking-nut
trees), Kapiige and plantain groves's



28 EPIGRAPHIC DISCOVERIES IN EAST PAKISTAN

Verse 13 states that Sricandra’s soldiers, in their eagerness
to conguer Uttarapatha, recited the following for a long time:
“This is that Citradili river covered with beautiful storax plants
and this is the river Pugpabhadrid marked by valleys full of the
rustling sound of the palmyra leaves,” as if they were learned
Brihmanas reciting hymns at the proper time at the sight of the
local deities on the Himagiri (Himalayas), Of the two rivers,
the Citradili is mentioned in the Mahabharata and the Puspabhadsa
in the Bhagavata Purina,! the latter now being a small stream
to the north of the Brahmaputfa near Gauhati.? It is well known
that Uttarapatha was the name of the northern division of India,
which included the Himalayan region. The author of the inscription
apparently locates the Kamariipa country (also called F:Egj:,rmiai}
in Uttarapatha, This is supported by :the Mahabharata and
Kilidasa’s Raghuvaiitda, while the Puripas and later works like
Rijadekhara’s Kavyamimamsa locate Kimaripa or Pragjyotisa in
the eastern division.® Like wverse 12, this stanza alse refers to
8ricandra’s invasion of Assam, ;

Verse 14 states how king Sricandra propitiated the god of
war by his own deeds of valour and brushed off the patranguli
(lines of painting drawn with a finger dipped in coloured sandal
paste, etc.) decoration on the breasts of the Yavana women,
made the cheeks and abdomen of the Hina women covered
with the wounds of scarification carried out in grief* and put
an end to the fickleness in the glances of the Utkala women
intoxicated by toddy. Here we have an indirect reference to
Sricandra’s victory over the Yavanas (some foreign people, probably
meaning here the Muhammadans), Hiipas (settled in the western
and north-western regions of India) and Utkalas (people of

1. See Monies-Wililams" Sanskrit-English Diclionary, sv. citra (Mahdbhdrata,
VI, 9.30) and pugpa, Gupta Chaudhury fails to notlce the reference to
the Citrafildi river in the stanza. He interprets Uttardpatha ss ‘the
northern region’,

2. CFL P. N, Bhattacharya, KEdmariipasfsandvall, p, 168,

3. See Sircar, Cosmography and Geography in Early Indian Literature, pp. 65,68
103. Among later autheors, Kalhapa of Kashmir (in Uttaripatha) places
Priigjyotiza in Utterfipatho, Cf. Rifatarafginf, 1V, 163-76,

4, In the pessage foba-pracchana-farjaram, Gupta Choudhury reads pracchanna
which does not suit the metre. He also misses what the author of
the epigraphic text says about the Hipga custom,



PASCHIMBHAG PLATE OF SRICANDRA 29

Orissa), though the language appears to indicate the poet’s skill
in versification rather than his love for historical truth. The
womenfolk of the Yavana and Utkala countries are described
as fond respectively of painting their breasts and of drinking
toddy. It may be mentioned here that painting the breasts was
quite popular with Indian women,! though we are not sure
whether the custom was also prevalent among foreigners.? Mare
interesting is the custom of the Hiipa widows scarifying their
cheeks and the lower front of their body especially because
Kilidisa's Raghuvahia (IV., 68) speaks of the same custom as
kapola-pajana (scarification of the cheeks) which was popular with
the Hipa widows.? The purpose of the Hipa custom was
apparently to render the widows ugly so that nobody may be
eager to woo them.

Verse 15, with which the introductory part of the inscrip-
tion ends, is found in a few of Sricandra’s other grants. It
says that the multitude of dust arising as a result of the Candra
king’s battles reached heaven, and there ir was received by the
Elephants of the Quarters who have a longing for it, but was
avoided by the gods who remained at a distance because they
are unable to shut their eyes,* and also lent a false whiteness
to the black hair of the heavenly damsels.

The above introductory section is followed by the text of
the grant proper in -prose which is a remarkable document of °
great importance for the reconstruction of the cultural history .
of Eastern India as we shall see, AR

The charter was issued from the jaya-skandh@vira at
Vikramapura which lay in Vaiga and to which the capital must
have been transferred from Candradvipa before the 5th regnil
year of @ricandra either by himself or by his father. The donor
of the grant is then introduced as Paramasaugata Paramebvara

1. Cf. Raghwvariba, XIIL 55. It was also colled paira, pairavalll,. patrablariga,
patralebhd, patravallarf, etc, .

2. If it can be believed that the Yavanas are the same as the Mlecchas of
Prigjyotisa, they may be regorded as an indigenous people of India,

3. Eee Satdbdakaumudl (Nagpur Museum Centenary Volume), 1964, p. 191 ; also
Sircar, Stud, Soc. Adm, Anc, Med. Ind., Vol I, pp. 216-18,

4, CfL,animiga or animegs, 'a god' (¢f. Sidupdlavadha. V. 27): also Hopkins,
Epic Mytholagy, p. 57, referring to the Mahdbhdrata, 111 57, 23E,
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Paramabhagtiraka Maharajadhiraja Sricandradeva who meditated on
(or was favoured by) the feet of Paramasaugata Paramebvara
Paramabhatlaraka Mahrajadhirdja Trailokyacandradeva. It may be
noticed that, in the later grants of Sricandra, his father is
mentioned only with the title Mahfr@jadhirdjia, though he is
endowed with the full imperial style in the present epigraph.
The donor's address in respect of the grant is then issued to
the people associated with (samupagata)' the three wigayas or
districts of Garala, Pogara and Candrapura together with the
half (or parts) of Vedika attached to Batala-Vargaja, all within
the mapdala (division) of érihat-f,:a (Sylhet) belonging to the Bbhubti
or province of Puopdravardhana. It is well known that the
territory of Pundravardhana originally comprised the districts of
MNorth Bengal and had its headquarters at modern Mahasthan
in the Bogra District of East Pakistan, though its jurisdiction
later extended, probably due to the expansion of the Pala empire,
over Vanga comprising the bhdga of Vikramapura in the Dacca
region and also over the Khiadi-visaya in the present 24-Parganas
District. The Mehar plate? has shown that Samatata formed a
part of the same Pupdravardhana-bhukti, and we now learn from
the Paschimbhag plate that the said bhukti also included the
Srihatta-mendala,

As in the other records of ﬂri'candra, the people addressed by
the king are enumerated as follows :* (1) R&jfi (queen), (2) Rapaka
(subordinate ruler), (3) Rajaputra (prince), (4) Mahasandhivigrahika
(minister for war and peace), (5) Mah@sainyapati (commander of
forces), (6) Mahamudradhibrta (keeper of the seals), (7) Mahaksa-
vajalika (record-keeper), (B) Padamilika (private secretary), (9)
Mah@pratthara (minister on attendance), (10) Mahatantradhikyta
(officer in charge of administration), (11) Mahdsarvadhikrta (Chief
Minister), (12) Mahabaladhikaranika (officer of the military depart-
ment), (13) Mahavyhapati (officer of the military department), (14)
Manqalapati (governor of a division), (15) Kottapala (keeper of a
fort), (16) Dauhsadhasidhaniba (officer in charge of emergency), (17)

1. For the meaning of the expression, cf. Sircar, Indion Epigraphy, pp. 1618, ;
. also Ep. Ind., Vol.,, XXXV, pp. 2870
2. See Ep. Ind.. Vol. XXVII, pp.:182-91,
3. For the official designations, see Sitcar, Indian Epigraphical Glossary, & v. i
also Indian Epigraphy, pp. 3511,
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Cauroddharapila (officer in charge of the recovery of stolen goods),
(18) Naubala-hasty-atva-go-mahis-Gj-avik-adi-vyaprtaka (officer in
charge of navy, elephants, horses, cattle, buffalo, goat, sheep, etc.),
(19) Gaulmika (officer in charge of an outpost), (20) Saulbiba (toll
collector), (21) Dapdika (police officet), (22) Dapdapasika (policeman),
(23) Dandandyaka (julicial or military officer), (24) Visayapati
(governor of a district), and others mentioned in the adhyakia-pracira
(notification regarding the heads of departments), but not indicated
in the grant such as officials of the categories of Cala (head-
constable) and Bhata (constable), the rural folk and agriculturists
headed by the Brahmanpas. These were duly honoured, exhorted
and ordered in respect of the grant made.

It is then stated that the said three vigayas were bounded in
the east by the embankment at Brhatkotia, in the south by the
Mani-nadi, in the west by the canals called Jujju and Kasthapargi
and the river called Vetraghanghi, and in the north by the Kosiyara-
nadi., Of these, the Kosivira is the well-known Kusiyara river
running through the Sylhet District, and the hig area, comprising
more than three wigapas or districts and forming the gift land, was
situated to the south of the said river. .According to Gupta
Chaudhury,! this tiver is mentioned as Kauvdikd in the Nidhanpur
plates and the Candrapuri-visaya known from that record is the
same as the Candrapura-vigaya of the present epigraph. It should
be noted, however, that the Nidhanpur plates mention the agrahdra-
bsetra of Mayuradalmala in the Candrapuri-vigaya as bounded by
the dried up Kaudikd in the east, south-east and north-west. OF
the other names, Gupta Chaudhury identifies the Mani-nadi with
the present Manu river, the Jujju (read by him as Jujnu) canal with
the’ modern Jujnachhara and the Vetraghafighi with the present
Ghunghi river, all in the Sylhet District. The Manu river rises in
the Tippera hills and runs through the Maulavi Bazar Sub-Division.
The Jujnachbara is a small stream rising from the hills on the
western border of Maulavi Bazar and flowing through the Habiganj
Sub-Division. Gupta Chaudhury says that, in the same region,
there are two rivers called Batari and Ghungi,® and the name of
the former may be reflected in the first part of the old name

Vetraghahghi.

1. P. M. Bhattacharya, op. cit. pp. 16-17, 25,
2. See his paper in the Yugavdpl (Sylhet), dated 14, 8, 1964,
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Mext it is stated that the area within the said boundaries was
transformed into a brahmaptira (Bribmana settlement) which was
given the name dricandrapura no doubt after the king's name. In
the said Sricandrapura, the following grants were then announced.

The first block of land measuring 120 pajakas was granted
to the god Brahman for his matha or temple, the existence of which
in Sylhet during the 10th century is of considerable importance,
because independent worship of the said god was not popular in
ancient and medieval India,! Moreover, the details of the grant of
120 patakas of land, given in the charter, show that the matha
was a big religious establishment, the like of which is hardly noticed
in North Indian records. Out of the said land, distribution was
made as follows: L—10 pAjakas (each measuring 10 dropas) were
allotted to a teacher for exposition of the Candra (i.e. the Candra-
vyakarana or the grammar of Candragomin) ; IL—10 pagakas for the pal
(maintenance) and ghufihda (‘chalk’, expenses) for 10 students ; IIL—5
patakas for the daily offering of food to 5 guest (apfirva, ie. atithi)
Brahmanas j IV.—1 pataka to the Brihmapa who built the temple ;
V.—1 pijaka to the accountant or astrologer (gamaka); WVI—2}
patakas to the scribe (Kayastha) ; VIL—§ pajaka to each one of the 4
florists, 2 oilmen (tailikas), 2 potters (kumbhakdra), 5 players on
the drum called hghala (k@halika), 2 conchshell-blowers (fasnkha-
vadaka), 2 players on the big drum called ghakkd, 8 players on
the drigada (kettle-drum), 22 servants (karmakara) and coblers
(carma-kira) (ie. in all 23} patakas) ; VIIL—2 pagakas to the dancer
(nata) ; IX.—2 patakas to each of the 2 carpenters (suiradhara),
2 masons (sthapati), and 2 blacksmiths (karmakira)—(i.e.in all 12
patakas) ; X—34 pajaka to each of the 8 maid-servants (cepika,
probably devaddsi)~(i.e. 6 patakas in all) ; and XIL.—47 patakas for
repairs (navakarman) to be carried in the temple establishment.
This accounts for 120 patakas.

It is interesting to note that a Brihmana; whose name is not
mentioned, was the founder of the matha and apparently arranged
for the creation of the free bolding in favour of the temple by
depositing the usual fee to the king's treasury.? The allotment of a
plot of land to him reminds us of a similar provision made in the

1. The Classical Age, ed. R. C.- Majumdar, pp. 365-66,
2, Cf.Indian Epigraphy, pp. 114§,
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Kailan plate.,* The mention of a pitaka as made of 10 dropas is
interesting since the Gunaighar (Tippera District) plate of 507 A.D.
mentions a palaka as equal to 40 dronavipas (dropas).y The pGtaka of
the present inscription was therefore } of the pitaka of the Gunai=
ghar plate, if of course the dropavdpa “indicated the same area in both
the cases. The dropavipa seems to have been originally equal to
about 5 bighds or roughly 1% acres of land.* 1f such was the case,
the pdtaka of the present epigraph was not less than 15 acres and
120 pagakas at least about 1800 acres. Another interesting fact in
this section is the reference to the popularity of the Candra~vya-
bgrapa, This reminds us of the tradition according to which its
author, the celebrated Buddhist savant Candragomin (5th-6th century
A.D.), lived in Candradvipa, the original territory of the Candra
dynasty, for many years.*

The second block of land measuring 280 patakas was granted in
favour of the god Vaidvanara (Agni), Yogedvara (aspect of éiva],
Jaimani (often called Jaimini in other works) and Mahakila (aspect
of Siva), worshipped in the four defantariya (foreign) maghas and the
four Vangala maghas. The installation of the same group of four
deities in two adjacent establishments is curious and may be due to
rivalry between the Vangalas and outsiders. The reference to the
temple of the firegod "Agni-Vaidvanara is interesting, since there is
little ‘evidence of the independent worship of this deity. The
mention of Jaimani's temple is, however, still more interesting,
because it was hardly known that the celebrated founder of the
Pirva-mimarhsa school of philosophy was deified and worshipped.®
Of course, the deification is not unnatural since we hear of the
existence of a temple at Gangasagara at the mouth of the Bhagirathi,
in which Kapila, the founder of the Sifkhya system of philosophy,

IHQ, Vol. XXIII, p. 236,

See Sircar, Indian Epigraphy, p. 416,

Ci. 'l.ﬁdl. P 414, .

See Hist. Beng., Vol. I, ed. R« C. Majumdar, pp. 2056f. ; Sabti Cult and Tdra,
ed. Sircar, p, 130 ; also Siccar, Studies in the Religicus Life of Ancient and
Medieval India, p. 99.

5. Jaimini is one of the five whose names remove the fear of crash of thunder,
Cf, Jaiminif=ca Sumantraf =ca Vaifampdyana eva ca |

Pulastyal Pulahaf = ¢ = aiva pafic=aite vajra-varakdl /|

quoted in the Sabdakalpadruma, & v.

6]
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was under worship.? But Kapila’s worship at the junction of the
Gatga and the sea may be explained by the fact that, according to
tradition, he was indirectly responsible for the ezcavation of the
gea,y Whether there was any local tradition associating Jaimani
with Sylhet cannot, however, be determined. Another interesting
point in this section is the reference to four Vahgila-mathas which
were distinguished from another category of mathas called defantariya
or foreign. We know that Candradvipa, over which Sricandra’s
father became king, was also known as Vanghla-deda and that the
name Vangila extended over wide areas of Eastern Bengal with
the expansion of the Candra dominions.? It is thus possible that
the Vaigila=mathas of Sylhet were built by the local people or by
certain persons of fricandra’s home territory of Vabgila or Candra=
dvipa. It is interesting to remember in this connection that
fricandra issued his Madanpur charter in favour of a Brahmana
who was an inhabitant of the king's own country (eka-de$a-bhava).*
The details of the distribution of the 280 pftakas of land
speak of the following persons attached to the two groups of
four mathas each, as referred to above. I—I10 palakas to each
of the 8 teachers of the 4 Vedas, viz. Rk, Yajus, Sdman and
Atharvan (ie. 80 patakas in all); IL—5 patakas for each group
of 5 students in each of the 8 mathas (fe. 40 pagakas); IL—}
pitaka to each of the following in each one of the eight mathas—
the florist, the barber, the oilman and the washerman and the
8 servants and coblers (i.e, 16+32=48 patakas); IV.—% phjaka to
each of the 2 maid-servants in each of the 8 mathas (12 patakas
in all) ; V.—10 patakas for repairs to each one of the eight mathas
(i.e. 80 patakas in all) ; VIL.—2 phjakas to the Mahattara-Brahmaga
in each of the 2 groups of maghas (i.e. 4 pGjakas in all) ; VIL—1}
pijakas to the superintendent of each of the 2 groups of maghas
(i.e. 3 pagakas in all) ; VIIL—2} pagakas to the scribe of each of the 2
groups of mathas (i.e. 5 patakas) ; 1X.—1 pataka to the astrologer or
accountant of each of the 2 groups of mathas (ie. 2 pigakas) ; and

1. Sircar, Studies in the Geography of Ancient and Medieval India, pp. 181-82,

2. Cf. Raghuparifa, XXIIL 3

3. Siud. Geog, Anc, Med, Ind., p. 132, Vahgila seems to have been the original
territory also of the Pélas,

4. Ep, Ind., Vol KXVIII, p, 58, text line 35,
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X.—3 patakas to the physician attached to each of the 2 groups of
mathas (i.e. 6 pajakas). This accounts for 280 patakas,

The two groups' of 4 mathas each were big religious and
educational establishments, each group receiving, 140 pigakas of
land whereas the similar mapha of the god Brahman alone received
120 patakas, The existence of such institutions is sometimes referred
toin South Indian epigraphs, and we have there even now similar
establishments like that of the god Venkatedvara at Tirupati in the
Chittur District, Andhra Pradesh. Although there must have
been similar institutions in Northern India, they are rarely mentioned
in literary and epigraphic records.

The third block of land, left over after the distribution of the
first and second blocks (measuring 120+280=400 paiakas), was
granted in favour of 6000 Brahmanas headed by the follo'wing 36
names—(1) Viavasadatta, (2) Harsa, (3) éekhara, (4) Vidvaripa,
(5) Bhanudatta, (6) Ifana, (7) Dhanyanags, (8) Nanda, (9) Ya#as,
(10) Canga, (11) Govardhana, (12) Sitabhadatta, (13) Kamalanandin,
(14) Savitara, (15) Manikya, (16) Kamuka, (17) Bhimapala, (18) Ananta,
(19) Vatsadhara, (20) MNandaghosa, (21) Bridhara, (22) Rama, (23)
Sivabandhu, (24) Mafgala, (25) Vedo, (26) Dhavala, (27) Vinhudatta,
(28) Santidaman, (29) Gargasarman, (30) Mahindrasoma, (31) Ravikara,
(32) Bhinu, (33) Nardyana, (34) Gargagupta, (35) Sadidatta, (36) Hari,
(37) Jayadatta and (33) Garga, The Brahmana donees belonged
to various gotras and pravaras and were the students of different
§ikhas of the four caranas. The 6000 Brahmanas received £000 equal
shares. An interesting feature of the list of 38 Brahmagas quoted
above is that the family names of many of them were stereotyped
namg-endings and were such as are prevalent now among the non-
Briabamapa communities of Bengal, e.g., Datta, Naga, Nandin, Pala,
Dhara, Ghosa, Diman, Soma, Kara and Gupta, the only typical
Bribmanpa surname being Sarman, It has been suggested that most
of the families having the present non-Brihmapa cognomens
were later merged in the non-Brahmana communities like the Vaidya
and Kayastha,! DVavasadatla may be a mistake for Vasavadatta.

It is stated that the grant of the three vifayas together with
Vediki and with the boundaries demarcated as above was made by
the king by means of the copper-plate charter in accordance with the

= 1, Cf, Sircary Indian Bpigraphy, p. 424,
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bhfimi=cchidva-ny@ya (principle of free enjoyment of land by one who
brings it under cultivation for the first time) with Jibations of water
as a permanent gift, lasting as long as the moon, sun and earth would
endure. It was made in favour of the gods Brahman, Agni
(Vaidvanara), Yogedvara, Jaimani and Mahakala as well as of 6000
Brahmanas with the following previleges and conditions—(1) sa-tala
(with surface of the land), (2) soddefa (with space above the land),
(3) s-Gmra-panasa (with mango and jack trees), (4) sa-guvaka-nalikera
(with arecanut and coconut palms), (5) sa-jala-sthala (with land and
water), (6) sa-gart-osara (with pits and saline spots), (7) sa-dai-
aparidha (with fines realisable from culprits committing the ten
major crimes), (8) sa-cor-oddharapa (with stolen articles recovered
from thieves), (9) parihrta-sarva-pida (free from troubles including
free labour), (10) a-cafa-bhata-praveéa (free from the entry of head-
constables and constables), (11) a-Eificit-pragrihya (free from the collec-
tion of taxes), (12) samasta-rGjabhoga-kara-hiranya-pratyGya-sahita
(together with all the income cnjoyed by the king in the shape of
taxes in kind and in cash), (13) ratna~traya-bhiimi-varjita (excluding
land in the possession of Buddhist establishments), and (14) Indreé-
vara-naubandha-pratibaddha-daladraunika-dvapaiicabat-pajaka-bahil (ex~
cluding the land measuring 52 pafakas of 10 dropas each, which was
attached to Indreévara's boat-station). It is further said that the
grant was made for the increase of the merit and fame of the donor
and his parents in the name of the Lord Buddha and that the
declaration in this respect was made by the king through the Diitaka
(executor of the grant) who was the Mah@mudradhikyta Subbanga.

The cultivators and Brahmanas of the countryside are then
advised to be submissive to the donees and to pay them the proper
dues. The bhogapatis (persons entitled to enjoy land, such as the
governors, ja'girdars, etc.) of the future are also requested to approve
of the grant and protect it considering the greatness of the merit
accruing to gifts of land and the fear of going to hell as a result
of their abrogation. The date is then quoted as year 5, Vaifikha-
dina 5.

There are five of the usual imprecatory stanzas which are
followed by werse 21 saying that the Candrapura (correctly,
éﬁcandrapu:a} §asana of king Sricandradeva was created through

1, Forthe officlal designations and other technical expressions, see Sircar,
Indian Epigraphical Glossary, v.v. ; also Indian Epigraphy, pp. 3518, 3888



PASCHIMBHAG PLATE OF SRICANDRA a7

the Diitaka ‘érubhiﬁga whose family hailed from a locality called
Silavarendri. It is difficult to say whether this name has anything
to do with Varendra or Varendri, the medieval name of North
Bengal, Verse 22 is important because it says that it was the
Vaisnava Brihmana named Viniyaka who was responsible for settling
the 6000 Brahmaps in the Sricandrapura-fisana. This means that
Vinayaka paid the requisite fees to the State for making the land,
allotted to the Brahmanas, a rent-free holding. The last stanza,
states that the artisan Haradasa was the engraver of the charter
and that even the god of creation (Brahman)! has made such
beautiful things on rare occasions. The record ends with the
letters s@ndhi-ni anu which remind us of similar abbreviated
endorsements at the end of other East Indian records, e.g. #ni (i.e.
#ri=ni) anu mahahsa-ni (i.e. nirikjita or examined and approved by the
king and thereafter by the Mahahsapalalika) in the Belabo plate.?
Stndhi-nt means Sandhivigrahi-niriksita, ‘examined and approved by
the minister of war and peace’; but anu suggests that some other
officer also examined the document ata later date, even though no
other letters are visible after anu. The endorsement at the end of
the present charter thus appears to be incomplete.

The great importance of the inscription lies in the fact that,
besides adding to our knowledge of the- history of the Candra
dynasty of Bengal, it offers very waluable information regarding a
great religious foundation of the Sylhet region, the like of which,
as we have already said, is so far known only from a few South
Indian inscriptions and which can be compared with such reli-
gious institutions a$ the Sri-Vehkatedvara Devasthanam at Tirupati
in the Chittur District of Andhra Pradesh. For the sake of
comparison, we may refer to the Malkapuram stone pillar iascription®
(Saka 1183=1261-62 A, D.) which records the foundation of -a
matha or monastery called fri-Vidvesvara-golaki by the great
Bengali Saivicarya Vidvedvarafambhu who was the dikg-guru or
spiritual guide of the K&katiya king Ganapati (1199-1261 A. D.) of
the Andhra country and of several other monarchs. Vidvedvara-

1. Gupta Chaudhury reads wdrted in place of Dhdird, and translates the latter
part of the verse as “Similar acts, the accounts of which are made (recorded),
fre scarcely found,'”

2, See Sircar, Indian Epigraphy, p. 328, Ni may also be nibatldha or registered,

3, Journ. Andhra Hist, Res. Soc,, Vol. IV, pp. 1328
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dambhu, also called Vidvedvaradiva and Vidvedvara-dedika, who was
famous for his mastery of the Saiva Siddhanta, Agama and Rahasya
and of all the sciences, was a native of Purvagrima in the Righa
or Dakgina-Radha division of Gauda., He received from his disciple,
king Ganapati, the village of Mandara situvated in Kandravii in the
vigaya or district of Velivada, lyipg to the south of the great river
Krspaveni, i.e. the Kpsnd. Ganapati's successor, his daughter
Rudramla (1261-96 A.D.), also granted in Vidvedvara's favour the
village of Velangapudi together with a few laikis or islets formed
in the bed of the Kygod, in addition to the village of Mandara and
apparently adjacent to it. Vidvedvara established his monastery
together with a perpetual rest-house evidently within the area of
the said two villages.

The Malkapuram inscription gives an interesting account of
the donations made by Vidv.dvara who was the Acarya of the
vidyG-mandapa (college) attached to the Sri-Vidvedvara-golaki-matha
and enjoyed one hundred gold coins (niska) as Acarya-bhoga probably
per year, There were sixty Dravija Brihmagas who were probably
merchants, Each of these sixty Brihmanas received, from Vidvedvara,
residence and titles and also two pufjikis of land measured by the
rod of Penumbdka, thus making 120 putfikas in all. The villages of
Mandara and Veladgapudi were divided into three shares. The
first of them was dedicated to the god Pinakin {éiw:}, while the second
and third were allotted respectively to the students of the college
and the monastery of the Suddhadiivas and to the prasuti-iala
(maternity or lying-in hospital), d@rogya-éald (general hospital) and
vipra-satira wherein there was arrangement for feeding, at all times
and without any obstruction, all people from Brahmapa to Candila
who came and asked for food.

We are told that, in the college, thera were three teachers
of the R&, Yajus and Sama Vedas, There were also five teachers
of pada (words), vakya (sentence), pramina (mode of proof), sahitya
(literature) and Ggama. (scripture). A Vaidya (physician) and a
Kayastha (accountant and scribe) also appear to have belonged
to the college. Each of these ten persons received from Vidvedvara
two pufgikas of land. Ten nautch girls pertaining to Vidvedvaradeva
(probably the giva-]iﬁga worshipped at Vidvedvara-golaki and named
‘after the Pontif Vidvedvaradambhu) and eight maddala-players,
including * two bridlers, received one and half pugikas each.
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Seventy-three other persons were given each one pu{fikd and also
one=sixteenth nivartana of land in addition to the above. They were
the following—(1) an inhabitant of Kafmira; (2-15) fourteen
songstresses, (16-21) six karala-players ; (22-23) two Bribmana cooks ;
(24-27) four servants ; (28-33) six Brihmanas belonging to the matha
and satira ; (34-43) ten matted-baired ascetics from the Coda country,
who were guards of the villages and were known as Virabhadra
because their duties included bida-ccheda, kubsi-ccheda and firadcheda ;
(44-63) twenty Bhatas and Viramugtis ; (64-73) ten Karus (mechanics),
Napitas (barbers) and Silpins (artisans) and Sthapatis (engineers) who
worked in gold, copper, stone, bamboo and iron.
. Viévedvara is said to have given three hundred puftikas of land
to a number of Simavedin Brihmanas of the Srivatsa-gotra, who were
natives of his own original home-village, i. e. Plrvagrama in Daksipa-
Radha within Gauda, These Bengali Brahmanas, settled in Andhra
Pradesh, appear to have kept written accounts of the income and
expenditure of the foundation and possibly received one hundred and '
fifty putjikas as their vreti for doing the work. We are also told that,
in case they would die without issue, their wives, if they would take
up the work, would enjoy the lands.

Vidvedvara also founded a number of towns, monasteries and
agrahiara villages (rent-free holdings of Brahmanas) and also installed
several of Biva-litgas. Some of these establishments and gods
were named after himself. One of the Biva-litgas was installed at
Mandrakita (Mantrakfita in the Karimnagar District, Andhra Pradesh)
and another at Kommiur where he donated sixty RhAris of high and
low land in favour of the god. King Ganapati made a gift of the
village of Kandrakota in the Pallinada vigaya (district) in favour of his
guru as acarya-daksipd for the maintenance of a rest=house at the
locality,

An earlier inscription® (c. 1025 A, D.) of the time of Rijendra-
col a I of Tamilnadu refers to similar provisions made in the temple
of Rajardjavinpagar at Rajarajacaturvedimaigalam, by the wvillage
assembly, for the maintenance of a hostel and a college as well as
some other institutions, The hostel accommodated (1) 75 students
of the Rgveda, (2) 75 of the Yajurveda, (3) 20 of the Chandoga-saman,

1. An, Rep. Ep., 1918, pp. 145 6. ; R. C. Majumdar, Corpavate Life in Ancient
Indja, 1969, pp, 1936,
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(4) 20 of the Talavakira-saman, (5) 20 of the Vajasaneya, (6) 10 of the
Atharvan, (7) 10 of the Baudh@yaniva-grhya-kalpa, etc., and (8) 40 of
the Rupdvaldra, apparently Kysna-diksita's grammatical work of that
name quoted by Maitreyaraksita about 1100 A. D.! Each of these
students received 6 nilis of paddy per day. There were also (1) 25
students of Uydbkarapa, (2) 35 of Prabhakara (PHrva-mimithsi) and
(3) 10 of Vedinta, each of whom received one kurupi and two ndlis
of paddy per day. There were 3 teachers each for the Rgveda and
Yajurveda and one each for the other Vedic texts enumerated above.
The temple was provided with 45 wvelis of land for the maintenance
of the teachers. The 2 teachers of Vyakarana and Prabhikara received
one kalam of paddy each per day and the teacher of Vedinta one
kalam and one ttni of paddy.?

1. See Aufrecht, Catalogus Catalogorum, Part I, p. 534 (cf. Winternitz, Hist, Ind,
Lit., Vol. III, Part 11, p. 434).

2. Nali (also called padi) is o measure of capacity regarded as § of a Burupi
{also called marakhdl) and was sometimes regarded as about .three pounds
and six ounces. while Rolam is a bigder measure equal to twelve
burupis, one kurupi or marakkdl being grains measured in o vessel
having about 750 cubic inches capacity (Wilson's Glossary, o v.). Tiimi
(Sanslerit dropl) is equal to 4 marakbdls or kwrugis (Tamil Loxicon, s, v,).
Roughly speaking therefore o ndli was about 3% pounds a kuruni about 28
pounds, a tfipf ebout 112 pounds, and a kalam about 336 pounds. A veli was

equal to 6} acres of land,



LECTURE III

The Mamamaﬁ Plates of Ladahacandra, Govindacandra
and Viradharadeva
;
Introduction

As we have seen in our first lecture, six copper-plate grants
were discovered in the course of excavations carried on the
Mainamati hills near Comilla in the Tippera Distcict of East Pakistan,
by the Department of Archeology, Government of Pakistan, in 1934
and the following years. It has also been noticed that, out of the
six inscriptions one belonging to a king of the Deva dynasty of
Samatata and another probably also issued by the same dynasty were
found in the Buddhist monastery unearthed near Salbanpur. We
have mentioned how king Bhavadeva of Samatata, who had his
capital at Devaparvata on the Chandimuta peak at the southern
end of the Mainamati hills, was previously known from a copper=
plate grant published by us in the Jouwrnal of the Asiatic Society,
Letters, Vol, XVI[, 1951 pp. 83F. Mention has also been made of
the hillock now called Char Patra Mura or ‘the Peak of Four Plates’,
OF these four epigraphs, two are grants issued by king Ladahacandra
(c. 1000-20 A.D.) of the Candra dynasty and one charter was issued
by his son Govindacandra (c. 1020-55 A.D.). The fourth charter
belongs to a later dynasty of the Devas. All these records were
briefly noticed in the report on 'Ezcavations on Mainamati Hills
near Comilla (1956)' prepared by F. A. Khan with the assistance of
Dr. A. H. Dani, which appeared in Further Excavations in East
Pakistan—Mainamati (1956), pp. 206. The notices are of course not
quite free from errors. Thus, as we have already pointed out, the
seal of king Bhavadeva's grant is stated to bear the legend—Sri
Bhangala Mriganka, though the seal of the same king's previously
published charter has it as Sri-Abhinavamygaika,’ and there is little
doubt that the same title of the king is expected in the present case
as well. It has been noticed above that the same legend is read ona

1- GP- ﬁ"\ll P 83,
6
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gold coin, discovered in the course of excavations, as Bangala Mriganha
supposed to mean ‘the deer-stamp of Bangala’, The kingis again
known to have been the founder of a Buddhist monastery which is
mentioned in a red-stone seal bearing the legend Sri-Bhavadeva-maha-
vikdr-arya-bhikgu-sanghasya.

We had occasion to refer to the contents of the said copper-plate
grants of the Candra kings of South-Eastern Bengal, on the basis of
a paper read by Dr. Dani, now Professor of Archaeclogy at the
University of Peshawar, at the Aligarh Session of the Indian History
Congress held in December, 1960, and published in the Proceedings
of the Session. We are very glad that all the three Candra charters,
found in the course of excavations on the Mainamati hills, have been
recently published by Prof. Dani in the Pakistan Archaeology, Depart-
ment of Archaeology, Government of Pakistan, Karachi, No. 3, 1966,
pp. 22-55. This publication was not easily available in Calcutta, We
are extremely thankful to Mr. D. J. McCutchion of the Jadavpur
University, who purchased a copy while paying a visit to Dacca and
was kind enough to lend it to us for two weeks.

Two of the said three charters, as already indicated above, were
issued by Ladahacandra and one by Govindacandra, There are some
mistakes and inaccuracies in the text and translation of the three
records as published by Prof. Dani, and attention may be drawn here
to only two of such mistakes, one relating to the reading and the other
concerning the interpretation of the text.

The error of decipherment relates to the reading of the
geographical name Vafhga in three stanzas occurring in both the
grants of Ladahacandra and in one of the sanzas in Govinda-
chandra’s grant, The four verses in which the name Vanga has
been read by Prof, Dani are quoted below together with their
translation as published by him.

1. Versel of Ladahacandra’s grants—

o yobis = tusira-§itirah cyutam=Ari-netric=
Candral sa tat-hgapam = abhiid= b.'muan-mka-dwah /
Vangas=tatah pravavyte pythivivatinah '
sar-ottaral =ca saralaé = ca samunnatai=ca ||

“The light, cool as snow, emanating not from the three-
eyed god (i. e. Mahideva) is the Candra which became the unique
lamp of the earth that very moment. From him, the lord of
the world, Vahga, became fruitful, plain, ie. peaceful and



MAINAMATI PLATES 43

prosperous.” There is a note on Mahadeva in the translation,
which reads, "Here the reference is to the moon that emanates
from the head of Mabadeva.”

II. Verse 2 of the same.

Vifv-opakdrasya paro vidhati

dharmyat=pathab=c=acyuta eva jatya |
Maheivaral=c=7ijananad = ato="bhiid =
deva-tray-atm=eva sa Candra-Vangal /|

“That Candra of Vahga was, as it were, three lords [combined]
in himself: the Creator (Brahm3) being the great benefactor of
the world, Acyuta (Vispu) not bhaving by nature deviated from
the path of virtue, and Mabadeva, god unborp, being the lord
from the very birth,”

IlI. Verse 3 of the same.

T asy=abhyunnati-salinal pracayine Vangasyva multa-manth

khyatah ksmia-valay-aika-nayakatayd Trailokyacandro nypal |

akgudrab parifuddhiman = apagata-triisal suvyito guna-

grahyah punyatamo babhiiva jagatal prityai ca bhiityai ca yal |/

“The king, owing to  his sole leadership over the world,
was known as Trailokyacandra (literally, Candra, moon, of the
three worlds). [He was] the crest-jewel of Vanga, which was
full of prosperity and rising into prominence. He who was the
most sacred of all, dispeller of hundred and one fears, of noble
conduct, endowed with gualities and full of purities, became an object
of love and welfare to the world.”

IV. WVerse 3 of Govindacandra's plate—

Tasya praja-prittkar-odayasya
disan=tamal-khandana-panditasya |
kramat = pravyddhal saralal suparva
samunnatab=ca prasasara Vangalt

“During his [reign], who adopted measures leading to prosperity
that were pleasing to the subjects, and who was adept in dispelling
the darkness of the directions, Vantga was gradually rising to
prosperity, pre-eminence and peace.”

The most obvious defect in the reading of all the four
stanzas is that what is in reality vamia (vathda) has been read
as Vaiiga. In this connection, it has to be noticed that the
rap_resgntatiun of " by @i and s by ns is quite common in
East Indian epigraphs of the early medieval period, including the
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inscriptions of the Candra dynasty of South-East Bengal. [t was
no doubt based on regional pronunciation of thé anusvira, Students
of Orissan history know how the word vanéa (vethéa) was read
as Vaiiga in a Somavarhél charter and how a theory was
propounded on that basis regarding the relations of the Somavarhils
with Bengal.?

Among the mistakes of interpretation, the most unfortunate
seems to be that, in the first of the stanzas, Candra or the moon is
supposed to be described as emanated from Mahadeva’s head. There
is, however, nothing like this in the stanza itself which actually
represents Candra as the jyotik cyulam = Atri-netriit, i. e, the light
that emanated from the eye of the sage Atri. It seems that
Atri-netrat has been taken by Prof. Dani to be a-Trinetrat, and that
is why we have 'emanating not from the three-eyed god' in his
translation, though this 'not’ is forgotten in the foot-note gquoted
above, so that the moon is stated by Prof. Dani, at the same time,
to have emanated from Trinetra and also not to bave emanated from
the said god. Really, however, there is no story regarding Candra's
emanation from Siva’s head, the well-known legend being that of Siva
wearing the half-moon on his head as an ornament.

The same conception occurring in verse 2 of Govindacandra's
plate has likewise been totally misunderstood. The stanza and its
translation as published by Prof, Dani are gquoted below.

Y ad =adbhutan==nirgatam= Atri-netraj=
jyotih prakrtyd sifirah sitafi=ca [
so=="bhiit=kanat sundara-kantir =indur =
anandano loka-vilosan@nam [/

“The light that emanated not from the three-eyed god (i. . Siva)
and which by nature was cold and white, being more charming that
the moon, became in an instant the source of joy to the people.”
Here also Atri-nelrit has been wrongly understood as a-Trinelrat

1. See JBORS, Vol. II, pp. 528.; B, C. Mazumdar, Orissa in the Mabking, pp.
174-75 ; Bhandarkar's List of Inscriptions, No. 1536. It may be noted in this
connection that the name of D. C, Sen's well-known work, entilted
Brhat Varge (published in two wolumes by the University of Calcutta), is
based on a similar wrong reading of the expresion brhad-vanfan (. e. brhad-
varfiddn) in verss 21 of the Gwalior inseription of Bhoja L. See An. Rep. ASF,
1503-04, pp. 2774, 1 Ep. Ind., Vol XVIIT (1925-1926), p. 109 ; cf, Brhat Variga,
Vol I, 1341 B, S (1935), p. i



b ——— g =

MAINAMATI PLATES 44

without noticing that ‘emanated not from the three-eyed god' does
not really lead us anywhere.}

2. Two Grants of Ladahacandra, Regnal Year 6

The introductory part of both the inscriptions containg nineteen
verses which are followed by the symbol for Siddham and the mangala
~—'Om, Adofation to Lord Vasudeva (Vispu-Kyspa)'. Next comes
verse 1 which introduces the Moon-god who sprang from Atri's
eye, there being a comparison between the dynasty and the bamboo,
which is based on a pun on the word vaméa which means both. The
same pun occurs in other inscriptions including the grant (verse 3)
of Govindacandra discussed below.? Likewise in the next stanza,
the Hindu Trinity is introduced in the description of the dynasty as
devatray-Gtman by using the words Vidhity (Brahman), Acyuta
(Krsna-Vispu) and Mahebvara {ﬁiva]. ceach in two different senses.
Verse 3 introduces king Trailokyacandra as the jewel of the said family
(varibasya mukt@-manih), The next stanza continues the same king's
description, It is interesting to note that only three generations of
the donor’s ancestors are mentioned, so that Trilokyacandra's
ancestors, known from the grants of his son Sricandra, are omitted.
Similar is the case with the charter of Govindacandra which, as we
shall see, omits Trailokyacandra and describes the donor’s ancestry
from Sricandra.

Verse 5 introduces Sricandra as the son of king Trailokyacandra
and queen Kaficana (k@iicana-Kaicaneya), while verse 6 states how his
military exploits brought tears to the eyes of the queens of the king of
Pragjyotisa (Assam) and did away with the smiles on the lips of the
queens of Gauda (i e.the Gauda king). This indirectly refers to
Bricandra’s claim to have defeated the kings of Bengal and Assam, no
doubt of the Pila and Mleccha (Salastambha) dynasties respectively.®

1. Itis probably not necessary to discuss the minor errors in the interpretation
of the stanzas, Cf, e. g, the passage worngly read as Candra-Variga (for
Candra-varifa) and inaccuaretly iranslated as ‘Candra of Vahga' in verse 2
of Lagahacandra’s grants; ‘more charming than the moon'as understood
from the word indult in the Nominative case in the stanza gquoted from
Govindacandra's charter, and the like.

2. See also Ep. Ind, Vol. XXIX, p, 182 (verses 34-35) ; Sircar Prob. K. R. Hist,
Pp. 77-T8, ,

3. For the Mlecchas regarded as Mech, see above, p. 25, note 1.
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The next king Kalyipacandra, son and successor of érlcandra,
is introduced in verse 7 as pure or purifying like the waters of the
Ganges. Verse 8 describes Kalyinacandra, as firicandra is described
in verse 6, as causing sorrow to the Mleccha and Gauda women, thus
referring to the king’s success against the Mleccha king of Pragjyotisa
and the Pala king of Gauda. The nature of the claim may suggest
that Kalyanacandra obtained these successes against the rulers of
Bengal and Assam during the reign of his father as the leader of the
latter's forces,

The next stanza introduces Kalyinacandra's queen Kalyanadevi
who, according to the following verse, gave birth to Ladahacandra
just as Kunti produced Yudhisthira and Rudrapi the god Skanda-
Karttikeya. WVerse 9 represents Kalyanacandra as the god Viggpu and
Kalyanadevi both as Laksmi and as worshipping the same goddess.

Verse 11 states how, at the birth of Ladahacandra, there were
rejoicings both in heaven and on earth, Ladahacandra is further
described in verse 12 as a passed master of all the sciences, primeipal
and ancillary, and as having the goddess Sarasvatl, Laksmi and the
Earth under his control. Verse 13 speaks of Ladahacandra’s conven-
tional lordship over the entire earth bounded by the ocean, while
verse 14 indirectly represents him, through a series of puns, as the
gods Vispu and Siva. The king is also described as a master of all
the vidyas or sciences (cf. verse 12 above) and, conventionally, as one
who became the lord of the entire earth in a few days’ time.

According to verse 16, Ladahacandra visited Varipasi, the
abode of Siva and Parvati, took baths in the Ganges, and ofered
tarpana to his ancestors and gifts of gold to numerous Brahmanas,
Verse 17 again speaks of the king's pilgrimage to Varanasi, where
the god Brahman performed ten Advamedha sacrifices and Biva
and Durga resided happily, Verse 18 describes the king's activities
at the holy confluence at Prayaga, which were like those at
Varanasi described in verse 16. Verse 19, the last stanza of the
introductory part, refers to gifts made by the king at the said
tirtha which iz sanctified by the Ganges and the Jamuna and
where the eternal banyan tree stands.

The grant portion in lines 34 ff, introduces the donor of the
charter, Parameévara Paramabhajtaraka Mahfrajadhiraja the illustrious
Lajahacandradeva, as a devout worshipper of the Sugata (Buddha),
as the successor of Mahd@r@jadhirGja the illustrious Kalydnacan-
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dradeva and as issuing the record from his wictorious camp at
Vikramapura., Of the gift land, the first plot called Campavani and
measuring 5% dropas was attached to Phullahada in Pattikeraka within
the Samataa-mandala of the Paupdra-bhukti. The second plot called
Bappasithhavorakagrama and measuring 8 p@takas, 4% dronas, 5 yastis,
3 kakas and 2 bindus was attached to Dollaviyiki in the same
area, The boundaries of this plot are quoted as follows—(1) in
the east, the posts (klaka) planted in the western extremity of
the land belonging to Siipakaravoraka and Buddhanandigrima, in
the western half of a tank; (2) in the south, the northern
demarcating border (dli) of a plot of land belonging to Baledvara-
vardhakivoraka, and also the southern bank (pdda; cf. Bengali
pid) of Govindoficama ; (3) in the west, the eastern demarcating
border of a plot of land belonging to Odagodhanika ; the post
planted on the demarcating border which is the southern boundary
of a plot of land pertaining to the godhd@ni (godh@nikd); and the
demarcating borders which are the southern and eastern boundaries
of a plot of land belonging to Ghantarava ; and (4) in the north, the
southern demarcating border of Jayalambhagrama., The third plot of
land was attached to Guptinatana and its boundaries were—(1l) in the
east, the Buddhigangini (i.e. Budigafga); (2) in the south, the northern
demarcating border of Karavattivoraka : (3) in the west, the western
border-road (dand-ali) of the land called Vaggurabhoga ; and (4) in
the north, half of the southern wvaddika of the land under the
enjoyment of the deity ﬁaﬁkara—bhabﬁiraka (8iva), This plot, called
Mahadevagrima, including Vaggurabhoga and the haltika (market
place) of Dhytipura, measured 3 patakas, 9 dropas and 1 kaka.

The people addressed by the king in respect of the grant
of the above plots of land are enumerated as follows: all of the
Rijapuruga, Raj, Rapaka, Rajaputra, Rajamiatya, MahavyGhapati,
Maydalapati, Mahasandhivigrahiba, Mahasenapati, Mahahsapatalika,
Mahasarvad hibyta, Mah@pratihira, Kottapala, Dm;mdhamka. Natibala-
hasty-asya-go-mahis-i-avik-adi-vyapptaka, Gaulmika, Saulkika, Dindapi-
§ika, Vigayapati and other royal officials who are not mentioned
in this record, but are known from the adhyaksapracira, such
as the categories like Cata and Bhata as well as the people of
the countryside and the cultivators headed by the Brahmanas.}

I. Far the varicus expressions, see above, pp. 30-31; also Sircer, [Indian
Evigraphical Glossary, 3.5,
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The following passage states that the plot of land and the two
villages indicated above were granted in the name of the god Vasu-
deva-bhattiraka and in accordance with the bhimicchidra-nydya in
favour of the deity Lajahamadbava-bhattaraka installed (at Patti-
keraka according to Ladahacandra’s second grant) by the king him-
self, for the increase of the religious merit and fame of his own self
and his parents, by means of the t@mra-§Gsana to which the dharma-
cakra-mudrd was affixed. The privileges of the donee are enumerated
as follows—sva-sim-Gvacchinna, traa-piti-docara-paryvanta, sa-tala,
s-oddefa, samra-panasa, sa-guvika-nilibera, sa-lavana, sa-jala-stala,
sa-garit-ogara, sa-das-Gparddha, sa-caur-oddharapa, parihpta=sarva-pida,
a-cala-bhata-pravesa, a-kificit-pragraha and samasta-rajabhoga-kara-
hirayya-pratyava-sahita.?

The donor then requests the addressees for their approval of
the grant as well as the future rulers of the region for their approval
and protection of it. The cultivators residing in the gift land were
advised to be obedient to the donee and to offer him his dues.
This is followed by five of the usual imprecatory verses. At the
end, we have the date, viz, the 30th of Jyaistha in the 6th regnal
year of king Ladabacandra, The date is followed on the fitst grant
by some contractions which show that the document was first
registered or examined and approved by the Mahasandhivigrahika
and next by the Mahaksapatalika.

The second grant, which is couched in the same language as
the first, was issued from the camp at Vikramapura by Paramebvara
Paramabhaiaraka Maharajidhiraja Ladahacandra, who was a Parama-
saugata and meditated on (or was favoured by) the feet of Mahdrdja-
dhirGja Kalyanacandra, The gift wvillage was Suravorakagama
measuring 8 pdfakas, 1} dropas and 29 yasfis and was attached to
the vigaya (district) of Peranatana in the mangdala (province) of
Samatata within the bhubi (territory) of Paundra, The boundaries
of the above gift village are mentioned as follows—(1) in the east,
the western demarcating border of the #@sana (rent-free holding)
in the possession of Lokanatha-bhatfiraka (probably the Buddhist
god Lokedvara or Avalokitedvara) situated in Mayupitaka ; (2) in
the south, the northern demarcating border of the said &dsana ; (3)
in the west, the eastern border of the village of Brahmanadevavoraka ;

1. For these e:ipre?-linnl alsg, see above (p. 36) as well as Siccar, op, gk, 5,v,
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and (4) in the north, the canal to the south of the village of
Karhsarakaddapolaka, Paundra-bhukti was the same as Pupdra-
vardhna-bhukti or Paupdravardhana-bhukti.

The grant was made permanently, in the name of Lord
Visudeva-bhaitaraka, in favour of the god Ladahamadhava=bhattiraka
installed by the king at Paffikeraka, by means of the copper-plate
charter endowed with a dharmacakra emblem.

3. Govindacandra’s Grant

The charter begins with the symbol for Siddham and the
auspicious word svasti. This is followed by 16 werses forming the
introductory part of the record.

Verse 1 constitutes the Buddhist mangals containing a prayer
to the Jina (Buddha), Dharma and Satgha. Verse 2 introduces the
Moon-god who sprang from Atri’s eye and was the progenitor of
the royal family to which the donor belonged. The next stanza
introduces the family (i, e. the Candra dynasty) which descended
from the Moon-god. Verse 4 introduces king ﬁt!candra, the great-
grandfather of the donor of the charter, born in the said family, He
is described as more intelligent than the god Brahman and as a
master of the sciences (cf. the description of Lafahacandra in his
own grants and also below)., Verse 5 describes him as a destroyer of
his enemies, as causing the prosperity of his friends, and as the lord
of the entire earth including the mountains and oceans. This last
claim is of course of a conventional nature.

Verse 6 introduces Sricandra’s son and successor Kalyipacandra
as equdl to Bali in liberality, one of the three Ramas in prowess,
causing fear to the enemies, Yudhisthira in truthfulness and Arjuna
in great strength. In verse 7, Kalyanacandra is described as doubling
the waters of the Lauhitya-nada (Brahmputra) by means of the tears
from the eyes of the Mlecena women, which had been caused by him
by killing their husbands, and as humbling the power of the Gauda
king in battle. The word mleccha here undoutedly refers to the
Mleccha (Mech) dynasty of Assam, founded by king Salastambha
about the middle of the seventh century A, D. It will be noticed that
the same -achievements have also been ascribed to Kalyanacandra
in verse B of the records of his son Ladahacandra.

Verse 8 introduces Ladahacandra as the son and successor of
Kalyanacandra. It is said that, just as the Sumeru is accessible to

7
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the celestial beings known as Vidyadhara, Ladahacandra could be
easily approached by the learned men. WVerse 9 refers to the
king's pilgrimage to Vardpasi, his baths in the Ganges, and his
fame for poetical skill and scholarship and for his slaughter of the
enemies, Verse 10 introduces Ladahacandra’s beloved queen
Saubhagyadevi who was like Siva’s wife Siva and Hari's wife Bri,

Verse 11 mentions Govindacandra as born of queen Saubhiagya-
devi. The following stanza speaks of the happy mood in Kalyina-
candra’s palace and harem at the birth of his son Govindacandra.
Verse 13 mentions young Govindacandra as equal to Mahasena, holder
of the dakti (1. e- Skanda-Karttikeya), and his parents to Biva and Biva
who were the latter’s parents. It is further stated that Govinda-
candra learnt very well, in his childhood within a few days, all the
sciences (vidya) and arts (kald) including the sciences of dealing with
elephants, horses and chariots (cf. the descriptions of Sricandra and
Ladahacandra referred to above). Verse 14 contains conventional
praises of Govindacandra, while the next stanza states that he was
equal to Akhandala (Indra)in splendour, the Sun in terrible wvigour,
and the sage Markanda or Makandeya in the matter of long life; He
was probably very old when the charter was issued. The concluding
stanza contains a prayer to the Hindu Trinity, viz. the gods Svayambhi,
Hari and Hara.

The grant portion in lines 32ff. states how the grant was issued
from the royal camp at Vikramapura by Parameévara Paramabhatlaraka
Mah@rajadhirdja Govindacandra who was a Paramasaugata and
meditated on (or was favoured by) the feet of Mahﬁrﬁ;‘ﬁdhirﬁjg
Ladahacandra. The gift land is next introduced as a plot measuring
two pafakas situated in Saharatalika which was attached to the vigaya
or district of Peranitana within the Samatata-mandala of the Paundra-
bhukti. The boundaries of the gift land are not quoted. The
subordinates and officers, etc., addressed by the king in respect of
the grant, the privileges of the donee and the conditions of the grant
are all similar to those in the grants of Ladahacandra discussed above.

The present grant was made permanently in favour of the god
Nattedvara-bhattiraka in the name of the god éiva-hhaiﬁk&:a for the
religious merit and fame of the donor and his parents. The king's
advice to the culivators of the gift land and his request to the future
rulers of the area are couched in lauguage similar to that in the
charters of Lagahacandra,
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The document closes with five imprecatory stanzas, there being
no date and contractions as in Ladahacandra’s grants.

4. Importance of the Grants of Lugnhacnudra and Govindacandra

" As will be seen from our discussion above, the grants of Ladaha-
candra and Govindacandra offer valuable imformation regarding the
genealogy and political history of the kings. The succession of the
kings, viz. Sricandra, his son Kalyfpacandra, his son Ladahacandra and
his son Govindacandra, which remained unknown for many years, is
clarified by these records. The success of some of the Candra kings
against the Palas of Gauda and the Mlecchas of Prigjyotisa is
interesting information not known from the formerly published
records of the family excuding the Paschimbhag plate discussed
above. The fact that Ladahacandra visited Varapasi and Prayiga on
pilgrimage in the first quarter of the eleventh century when Mahipala
I of Gauda was in the possession of wide areas of Bengal as well as
Bibar and the eastern part of U.P. seems to suggest that, at the
time, the Candra king was a subordinate ally of the Pala monarch.
In this connection, it may be pointed out that we have Mahipala's
epigraphs of his third and fourth regnal years and Ladahacandra’s
inscription of the eighteenth year of his reign in the ancient Samatata
country. The evidence of the Mandhuk inscription (c.940 A. D.)
indicating Pala rule in Samatata during Sricandra’s time. has been
referred to above (p. 7).

There are, however, a few other points to which the attention
of scholars may be drawn. The royal family of the Candras of
South-East Bengal adopted Buddhism as well as the Buddhist symbol
of the dharmacakra as the emblem on their.seal. The kings of the
dynasty were called Paramasaugata, i. e. devout follower of the
Sugata or Buddha. Of the published copper-plate records of the
family, the grants of Sricandra (c. 925-75 A. D.) were all issued in the
name of the Buddha-bhaftaraka.® The Mainamati plates? of Lada-
hacandra (c. 1000-2) A.D.) and Govindacandra (c. 1020-45 A.D), how
ever, show that the latest members of the Candra family repudiated
the Buddhist faith of their predecessors and that they made grants

1. See, eg. the Rampal plata of Sricandra in N. G. Majumdar's Ins. Beng,
Vel, IIL pp. 16
2. See above, pp. 45 f.: also Pakistan Archaeology, No. 3, 1966, Karachi,
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of land in favour of a Vaigpavite or Saivite deity in the name of
Vasudeva-bhattaraka or éiva-bhaﬁﬁraka. Although these two kings
are also conventionally called Paramasaugata. their documents make
it clear that they adopted Paurinic Hinduism, Ladahacandra being
specially devoted to the god Vispu and Govindacandra to Siva.?

Ladahacandra's gifts were made in favour of the Vaispavite
god Lajahamadhava-bhatiiraka, installed by and named after him=-
self. ‘Ladahamadhava’ really means ‘Madhava installed by or named
after Ladaha’, and Madhava is a well-known name of the god Visgnu-
Krsna. Govindacandra made his grant in favour of the dancing form
of Biva called Mattedvara whose worship, as we shall see below, may
have been popularised in Bengal by South Indian settlers. The
records of both the kings abound in references to Hindu mythology ;
but there is not a single reference to any Buddhist legend in them,
Ladahacandra visited Varanas1 and Prayiga on pilgrimage, though,
significantly enough, Variapasi is associated in the Mainamati ins-
criptions with Siva and Parvati, and the god Brahman, and not with
the Buddha’s turning of the Wheel of Law at the Mygadava
(Sarnath).

' An analysis of the Mainamati records in order to show the
Hindu leanings of the two monarchs is made below, even though
the facts have already been indicated above.

The two grants of Ladahacandra begin with the Vaispavite
mafigala—Om namo bhagavate Vasudavaya and introduce, in verse 1,
the Moon-god as springing from the eye of the sage Atri. Candra’s
rise from Atri's eye is not only noticed in the Puranas? and numerous
epigraphical and literary works, but is even supported by such
names of the Moon-god as Atrijata, Atridygja, Atrinetraja, Atri-
netrabhi, etc., recognised in the lexicons. In verse 2, the Hindu
Trinity is introduced as lidhaty (Brahman), Acyuta (Krsna-Vispu)
and Mahesvara (Siva). Verse 7 describes king Kalyinacandra
as pure or purifying (pdvana) like the waters of the Trisrotas
(Ganges), Verse 9 says how Kalyinacandra’s queen Kalyinadevi
gave birth to Ladahacandra just as Kuntl gave birth to Satyavac

1. Ieis probable that Lajahacandra received initiation in the Vispu-mantrd
and Govindacandra in the Siva-mantra.
2. Bhdgavata Purdpa, 1X. 14, 3.
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(Yudhisthira)* and Rudrini to the god Mahasena (Skanda-Karttikeya).
The same stanza represents king Kalyanacandra as Purusottama
(Vispu) and Kalyanadevi not only as Laksmi, but also as worshipping
the said goddess. Verse 11 states how, at Ladahacandra's birth,
the divine drum sounded, the Vidya@dharas danced, flowers dropped
from heaven, pleasant winds blew and the goddess of earth, toge-
ther with the ocean, became highly gladdened. Ladahacandra is
described in verse 12 as having the goddesses Gir (Sarasvati), Sri
(Laksmi) and Vasundhara (Earth) under his control. This verse also
mentions the king’s mastery of all the sciences, while verse 9 of
Govindacandra’s grant speaks of his kavitva and pangditya, so that the
king may be identified, as we have suggested elsewhere, with the
poet named Ladahacandra known from Sanskrit anthologies.?
Verse 14 indirectly represents the king as the gods Purusottama
(Visnu) and ‘the Subduer of Kama' (Siva).

According to verse 16, Ladabacandra visited Vardnasi, the
abode of Sambhu and Girisuta (Parvati), and took bath in the waters
of the Ganges. He offered tarpana to his ancestors and granted
gold to numerous Brahmanas, Verse 17 also speaks of the king’s
pilgrimage to Varanasi, purified by the waters of the Ganges,
where the god Svabhi (Brahman) performed ten Advamedhas [at
the Dadadvamedba Ghit]® and the god é:ikanthn i{éiw.} and the
goddess Durga resided. WVerse 18 describes similar pious activities
of the king at the junction of the Gangh and the Yumuni (i.e, at
Prayiga near Allahabad). The next stanza refers to the gifts
made by the king at the said firtha which is sanctified by the
Yamuni and is the place where the eternal banyan tree (Akaya-vaga)
stands. It is well known that there is one Akgaya-vata at Prayiga
and another at Gaya.*

The two charters of king Ladabacandra record the grant of
several- villages and plots of land in the name of Lord Vasudeva
in favour of the deity Ladahamadhava-bhattiraka installed at

1. My attention hes been drawn to the mention of Yudhisthica as Satvavic in
the Veplsarfthdra.

2. See Ep. Ind., Vol. XXVIII, p.339, note 7.

3. The story is known from the Purfinas. See Kane, History of Dharmafdstra,
Val, IV, p. 635.

4. See Kane, op.eit, pp. 605, 653 ; also’ Ep, Ind., Vol.IL p. 4: Vol XXXVI,
p. 92 €étc. Prayliga was possibly under Mahipila I at the time.
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Pattikeraka by the king himself for the increase of the religious
merit and fame of his own self and of his parents.

Verse two in Govindacandra’s plate introduces the Moon-god
who sprang from Atri's eye. and verse 4 describes ﬁ:icnndra, the
donor’s great-grandfather; as more intelligent than Vagida (the god
Brahman) and as the master of the sciences (vidyd). Verse 6
introduces Sricandra’s son and successor Kalyinacandra as equal
to Bali, Rama, Yudhisthira and Arjuna in liberality, prowess,
truthfulness and strength respectively. Verse 8 says that, just as
the Golden Mountain (Sumeru) is accessible to the celestial beings
known as Vidyadhara, Ladabacandra could be easily approached
by the learned men (vidyidharas), Verse 9 refers to Ladahacandra's
pilgrimage to »VirinasT and his ablutions in the waters of the
Ganges as well as to his kavitva and papditya. Verse 10 introduces
his queen Saubhigyadevi who is stated to have been like Siva and
811, the wives respectively of the gods Siva and Hari, Verse 13
represents young Govindacandra as equal to Saktimat Mabasena
(i.e. Skanda-Karttikeya) and his parents to the god Siva and the
goddess Siva. Verse 15 states that he was equal to Kkhandala
(Indra) in splendour, the Sun in vigour and Mrkapda’s son (Markapda
or Mikandeya) in the matter of long life.? Verse 16 of the
inscription contains a prayer to the gods Svayambhd (Brahman),
Hari (Visnu) and Hara [ﬂi-;a}, iLe. the Hindu Trinity. The grant
recorded in the document was made permanently in favour of
the god NatheSvara-bhattaraka in the name of Lord Siva for the
religious merit and fame of the donor and his parents.

As against the above points, the epithet Paramasaugata applied
to the names of the kings and the dharmacakra-mudra affixed to
their grants appear to be a mere legacy of the past. The Buddhist
masigala in verse 1in Govindacandra’s grant which isa prayer to
the Buddhist Triad, the Jina (Buddba), Dbarma and Saigha, may
also be explained in the same way. It is, however, interesting to
note that the author, who composed this Buddhistic stanza, was also
the author of the various other verses of the record, discussed
above, which allude to Hindu mythology. He appears to have been

1. The story of the long-lived sage is told in the Purfipas, See Padma, Speti-
khapda, Ch. XXXI1II, and Skanda, Nigera-kbhapda, Ch. XXI, and Prabhiisa-

khanda, Ch, XLI,
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a Hinduised Buddhist like the author of the tortoise=shell inscriptions
in the Dacca Museum, in which the first foot of the Buddhist
mangala stanza (nifreyasdy = Gstu Jino jananam), referred to above,
occurs together with an adoration to the god Vasudeva.® There is
no other trace of Buddhism in the Mainamati records of Lagaha-
candra and Govindacandra. It may be noted that the Vaispava king
Ladahacandra named his son as Govindacandra after the god Govinda,
i. e. Kysna-Visnu,

In the early medieval period, the Buddhists of Eastern India
appear to have been attracted more and more by some of the Hindu
gods and poddesses, the epico-Purinic literature, the religious
festivals and the mythological shows and dramatical performances of
the Hindus especially because they had themselves then not enough
that was as attractive. On the other hand, some of the popular
deities and festivals of the Buddhists were gradually appropriated
by the Hindus or were popular among the Hinduised Buddhists.
These points appear to be emphasised by the evidence of the
Mainamati plates of Ladahacandra and Govindacandra discussed
above. Of course in this age, the Buddha was already accepted by
the Brihmanical Hindus as an incranation of Visnu, and there is
indirect allusion to this aspect of the problem in the tortoise-shell
inscriptions referred to above, but not in the Mainamati records:

As regards the god MNabbedvara-bhatiiraka, his name reminds
us of Nartedvara-bhat{draka mentioned in an inscription as caused
to be made and installed by Bhavudeva, son of the Karmantapila
Kusumadeva on Thursday, the 14th of ZAgidha, which was the
1l4th of the dark half of the month, in the eighteenth year of
Ladabacandra’s reign.? The late Dr. N, K., Bhattasali referred
to the discovery of a number of images of Nateﬁa—éiva (Dancing
diva) in South-East Bengal and wondered how the worship of the
said god, which was a peculiarity of South India, came to be popular
in these parts,® Probably it has to be associated with the settlement
of South Indians in Bengal, to which we have elsewhere referred,*

1. See JRASB, Letters, Vol. XV, 1949, pp. 1016 ; also Sircar, Studies in the
Religious Life of Ancient and Medieval India, pp. 189 .

2. Ep. Ind, Vol. XVII, p. 351,

3, Ibid., p. 349,

4, Studies in the Soclety and Administration of Ancient and Medisval India,

Vol. I—=Socisty, pp. 29-30, 1188, See also ‘South Indians in Benggl in
Sogial Life in Ancient India, ed. Sircar, pp. 110 .
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The date of the above inscription is interesting since it speaks of
the Pirpimanta calculation of the months and not to the solar month
as is now prevalent in Bengal nor to the Amianta month as popular
in South India at present.

The land measures mentioned in the records are (1) bindu,
(2) kaka, (3) yasti, (4) drona and (5) vigaka, of which, excepting bindu,
the other words are known from many records in the sense of land
measures,' According to an earlier inscription of the Tippera
District, 40 drogav@pas or drogas made one padfaka, The measure
kaka may not be the same as modern kani which is probably the
old kakini.¥ The measure called yasgs, which is bigger than %adka,
really means ‘the measuring rod', so that it may indicate a small
area measuring only one rod on all the four sides.® In such a case,
kaka was very considerably smaller than the kani which is equal
to B0 hadas and is vyth ofa dropa or dropavipa* According to old
Bengali arithmetical tables, 4 kGkas make one kada (cowrie-shell),
1280 of which were equal to a full silver coin (kahana = kar§apana).
_ The following geographical names are mentioned in the grant
portion of the three epigraphs: (1) Vikramapura, Paupdra-bhukti,
Samatata-mandala, Patfikeraka, Phullahada, Dollavayika, Stupakara-
voraka, Buddhanandigrama, Baledvaravardhakivoraka; Govindoficama,
Odagodhanika, Ghanptarava, Jayalambhagrama, Bappasithhavoraka=-
grima, Guptinitana, Buddhigadgini, Karavattivoraka, Vaggurabhoga
and Dhytipurahattikia in Ladahacandra’s first grant ; (2) Vikramapura,
Paupdra-bhukti, Samatafa-mandala, Peranatana-vigaya, Mayu-pataka
and Bribmapadevavorakagrima in Ladabacandra’s second grant,
and (3) Paupdra-bhukti, Samataja-mandala, Peranatana-visaya and
Saharatalaka in Govindacandra's grant. ;

Vikramapura was the capital of the Candra kings in the present
Dacca District of East Pakistan, The bhukti or province of Punpdra-
vardhana in the Gupta empire covered North Bengal ; but the later
inclusion of the mangalas of Samatata (Tippera-Noakhali region), .
Srihatta (Sylhet) and Khadi (parts of 24 Parganas and its neighbour
hood) into the same bhuk#i, often called Paundra, is well known.

See Sircar, Ind. Ep, Gloss., s.v.

Cf. Sircar, Ind. Ep., p. 4186,

For measuring rods of 48 steps or 34 feet, see ibid., p. 408,
Ibid,, pp. 416, 418,

F
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Possibly this was due to the fact that the metropolitan province
of the Pila empire, having its headquarters at the city of Gauda in
North Bengal, included South-Eastern and Southern Bengal. Since
the Candras did not rule over Northern Bengal (with which fact
the change of the name ‘Pundravardhana’ to ‘Paundra’ may be
associated), the words bhukti, mandala and vigaya may be understood
in the senses of territory, province and district respectively. Pathi-
keraka is the Pargana Pattikera or Paitkara extending up to the
Mainamati hills, The wvisaya or district of GuptinGtana in Samatafa
is already known from the Kailan plate! ofﬂridhiral_mrita, while
the Peranatana=-vigaya is mentioned in the Ashrafpur plates? and the
Tippera plate® of king Bhavadeva of Devaparvata.

The word voraka occurring in the names of some of the villages
geems to be the same as Bengali boro which essentially means a sort
of rice sown in low swampy grounds or near the banks of a river, but
has probably been used in the present recordsin the sense of land
fit for boro cultivation.* Thus Baledvaravardhakivorak: seems to
mean a plot of boro=sowing land owned by and named after the cars
penter DBaledvara. A similar name is Karhsirakaddapolakagcima
which was a village named after the brazier Kaddapolaka, Bhoga in
Vaggura-bhoga means a small tecritorial unit and haffika in Dhrtipura-
hattiki means a market place, The words wfcama and godhianika in
the names Govindoficama and Odagodhaniki may be similar words
of uncertain implication. The same is the case with the word vaddika.
The Bujdhi-gatgini reminds us of the name of the Budigadga, an off-
shoot of the Dhaleévari in the Dacca District, though its indentifica=
tion in the present case is uncertain. _

5. Grant of Viradharadeva

On one of the copper-plate charters discovered at Char Patra

Mura, we have the following note in Khan's report : “The fourth

plate discovered at Char Pqtra Mura is of a later period. It mentions
the name of a Hindu ruler. This plate measuring 11° x9§" bears on

Ind, Hist, Quart., Vol, XXIII, p, 235,

J A5, Letters, Vol, XVII, 1951, p. 91,

Loc. cit.

Prof. Dani speaks of Slipakiraveoraka-Buddhanandigrima as “a village in-
habited by 'Sipshdra (cooks), Voraba (scribes), Buddhists and Nandis'—a
social grouping not without significane,'" There 15, however, no doubt that
Buddhanandigrfima is a village named after a person called Buddhanandin, -

8

PP
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both sides of its seal the wheel of Vishnu, and at the end of its
text is engraved the figure of a running dog. The plate, issued by Sri
Virandhara Deva on the day of Kartika in the 15th year (regnal),
contains the grant of 17 padas of land. On palaeographical con-
sideration, the copper plate could be assigned to the 1lth-12th
centuries A, D1

_ It will be seen that the number of the day in the month of
Karttika in the date of the record has been inadvertently left out.
Apart from this, there are two serious errors in the above description,
the first in the name of the royal donor of the grant and the second
in the date to which the charter has been assigned on palaeographical
grounds, Elsewhere in the report, the record has been correctly
described as “Copper Plate of Sri Viradhara Deva, C. 12th-13th
century A. D' Thus the domor of the charter was Sri-
Viradharadeva and not Sri-Virandharadeva, while the date of the
writing cannot be both the twelfth or thirteenth century and the
eleventh or twelfth century. The eleventh-twelfth century A. D.
may be correct. '

The above epigraph of WViradharadeva has not yet been
published ;. but Khan’s report contains a photograph of the writing
on'the upper part of the reverse side of the: plate, which illustrates
eleven lines of the inscription and furnishes some additional
information.

King Viradharadeva who issued the charter was apparently a
worshipper of the god Vispu, He made the grant with his thought
on Lord Vasudeva (Visnu), and his seal represented thz Pisnu-cakra
or the sudarfana-cabra held by the god Visnu, The grant under
study was also made in favour of the lord Vasudeva under the name
Ladaham&dhava. From the two Mainamati copper-plate inscriptions
of the Candra king Ladahacandra referred to above, we have seen
that it was the said Candra king who installed, at Pattikeraka, the
god LajahamAdhava named after himself. Madhava being a popular
name of the god Visnu, ‘Ladahamadhava’ wasa form of the said god.
The predecessors of Ladahacandra were Buddhists in faith; but
as we have seen, this king repudiated the religion of his fore-
fathers and adopted Vaignavism as his religion.

1, Op. cit, 1956, p. 26.
2 . This is mentioned in the label at the bottom of the {llustration of the reverse

of the plate in Khan's report,
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The gift land was situated in the vigaya or district of Vitaganga
within the mandala or division of Samatata in the bhukti or province
of Pupdravardhana probably in a village called Svafici lying in an
area called Saima. That the province of Pugdravardhana or Paupdra~
vardbana originally covered only MNorth Bengal, but later also other
ateas of South-Eastern and Southern Bengal has been mentioned
above., The inclusion of the Samatata-mandala in the said province
is already known from the Mehar plate® of Damodaradeva.

It is difficult to locate king Viradharadeva of Samatafa in the
history of the area. It is tempting to associate him with the
dynasties of Harikaladeva Ranavaikamalla I[éalm 1141) of Patfikera
and Dimodaradeva (Saka 1158, 1165) and Dafarathadeva who
succeeded in ousting the Senas from Vikramapura. An interesting
point to be remembered in this connection is that, while the other
rulers of the thirteenth century used the fSaka era in dating their
charters, Viradhara seems to have used his regnal reckoning only.
We may probably regard him as an ancestor of Harikaladeva of the
kingdom of Patfikera identified with the Pitkara Pargana extending,
as we have seen, up to the Mainamati hills, five miles to the west of
Comilla,® The suggestion is influenced by the fact that the charters
of Harikdladeva and Viradharadeva have both been found in the
area of the Mainamati hills, while both the rulers are associated
with Patfikera near the same hills, Whereas the kingdom of Pagjikera
formed the dominions of Harikaladeva, Viradharadeva made a grant
in favour of the god Ladahamadhava installed for worship in a temple
at the capital of the said kingdom.,

The representation of a dog at the end of the charter reminds us
of the well-known ‘donkey curse’ engraved in records of donation.*
In such a case, the representation means to say that the transgressor
of the grant will be born as a dog in his next birth.

Ep. Ind., Vol. XXVII, pp. 182 f.

2, See Bhandarkar's List of Inscriptions, No. 1114, 1731;also Ep. Ind., Vol,
XXX, pp. 184 . ; Itihds (Bengali), Vol VIII, Part 3, B, 5. 1364.65, pp. 160 . ;
Ind, Hist, Quart., Vol, IX, pp. 286 £,

3, Hin, Beng., Vol. I, ed. Majumdar, p. 238,

4. See Sircar, Ind. Ep, p. 89,
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APPENDIX*
1. Jagadishpur Plate, Gupta Year 128

OBVERSE

1 el (14)  SERad-quIBHRRTEr  WERFTRITE: -
FI=gar-

2 famom qeanfea® a(@)merfed (3+) a{amodeam.gz(fals: .
TAH- .

3 mer Marfa (#) Pifgaedeg? 7ur gogada ad) gewagH-
AeT-F [2#]

4 fa-fwmmi+) geAnfeaw-aEy-ie T Teer-admie
weftnge]-

5 AT - o - qwafy - Hed)egen(a)-gzh - aqfegt. swralE)-
gfa{wl-

6 alclmfe-faomr-gaals)-gafa-faage-foae fre-drafa -
7 af-sg oA - S - aEUEE - @Od - 05 - SRga-gE-

gream-(wa)-

8 am-sftam-aaga-aafaen - gurg-ace-glae gge famian (*) gl=erlm
g[fa]-

9 aigs(¥) fifear] Afasr-emad weEmla wRlal= )R-l
aeRatfead IRaileg, [

10 o wRas-sea-FaieEE) a9 qeanfad sEnegeh siias-
&ag® = a(@)fo-a-glax]-

11 sadon(a)n eve-Fe-aRER-Hm wa-g(ge-aarmimy e
e -

12 s wswfecEedEe  F@amRs @@ qR@a)  gaee
freqmgel:+) f-demferm(shafmwit-

1. Ertors in the published transcripte have not been noticed in' these
appendices.

2. Read viditarf vo="sit.

3, Read Mahlddsas = tair =iha,

4. The rules of sandhi have not been observed here.

5. Read Ndrdyapa, The alsara ra is written below the line.
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13 fes@mer gemam-fma(: 1) amarnfgadad-gd wa dga
FaIT[E] .

14 g@gffe (%) zd(a) cafgmcagloslalvas] gave-figks-
FTATT @ arRoT-

REVERSE

15 wa[aqlendiengzal:t) Gdmfian(za)[s]fe-faaise saamfir-
SRR

16 falra: shaRaaona §ms-Dfe-akaeh darafs-iiamdadi(a)-
F-E -

17 et Sosife-ade’  seduEae  a(a)mesE-
w@FOLE qul- .

18 f(@fran () Dfaal aragenad) doam-ad as (@] [&)-
aage-"adit gule-gen

19 zsffd(m)r Hwamds wfa e A5 geanfeasr(at)
qedtererctar® R ga Do : ~

20 [ar] X a[g]e-adt @ dEmEEn ) faa@)n @ ghs.
() o (s*] e o) witemn =1 30T

21 7 gafyy-ghs(es)fog Faaese() dara afagafy aasaas e
IEOIT ... TF-

22 w(x) dim A sgEarfata-gs agfad 5@ ° 39 faar.
95T 1 &ng-

Bead “asmdbarh hastdd = dIndra®,

Read Sithanandi- Yadoddmnor®,

Read *Mahidfsand hastd®

Read “dvavena bgatram= elal”,

Read *ddsdndrit.

Read devabula,

Read brftam®

Read svatyaba-byetram

Read “ottardyanh.

Read samupasehita-b3Iydh. This is the same as bhavispad-yathdeala-bhdvin,
yathdbdl-gdhydsin, pathfsambadhyaminaba, ete. Cf, Siccar, Indian Epigraphy,
=8 16?.

Read "patayal, The akara vi is written below the line.

=
e B - T S

[
e
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23 wan gEhanfasifus @ wEanfo sfafa (Gl afe.

FEa[i]-
24  wmeaggHEn(EgEEEET (1) SWe wEal saTE (%)
=l )atah) wzalcal) a1t aia ag=y-
L{CLRY
25 q fagr(at) shgan Rl a=g3 (1)
afy-qd9.gzanfn @wt agfy yfy-
7 (1%)

26 AIRAT AT ° aEa[a] A(e0F T ()
g4 quaaee(an) )3 @*) 7 [90: g9 (1%)

Like

27 o7 g3(3n) fwa @) qe a3 welEg )
freenzetadeg gesetafan ()
m.

28 Nfqemafa =) afegar 2 st [3] R 0F)

dtoc %o ¢ dA9-fx 2o fafed walaa) aft-
29 (] [a])fawga fafa® (1)

II. Paschimbhag Plate of Srican’ra, Regnal Year 5
[ Metres ; verse 1—Vasantatilaba ; vetses 2, 9, 16-17, 19 and 23—
Anugtublh ; verses 3-4, 6, 10-11—Upajati ; verses 5 7-8, 12 15—
Sardulavibridita ; verse 18—Salini ; verse 20— Pugpitagrd ; verses 2l-
22—Adryz. ]

OBVERSE
1 famy® @fa)
Tl fireres AN HEEA-
oAt -

1. Read sarfnypa®
2, Read Susirhhena iti,

3, Expressed]bylsymbol.
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WY TRHEI: |
JERTT §F@ 07 AGGAH-
e
gl fag ag nl
qootsreg S e o
FEATITE AT
agaaT: 1 2
At R 4 genfise:
fifeg mzer gar i |
aaify geqo-g-
HOTEERT-
g g R a3
wa'e wian fow Sge
feegramnfyafa=g-
foam? 1
gaeimR A fg Qi
gawrex amgEd I 4
Selsiol
Rl ERTEETHR -G - ST |
T AT AveeR gL =]-
['ﬂ“-‘ifﬂﬂ TifqeE: |°
SSafEE At Seerasar 28 1 5
ag-fa qam g
.
wanfaad! fradege:(ze:) |
g2y fafaew-sar-sea
& W TRgEE 0 6
&fiTrT-

Pl ol =0

Read °s=sariisdra.

Read bimbam.

The dapda is superfiuous.
Read nistrida.
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11

14

15

17

18

19

APPENDIX

9 Yaqaq = Aeiag gt
AR TaeRT-T8: FEa(Fa))S ARG |
SreFe () -aan aify.

F-aaitas fagiefa-
AR T § yaegAealEe adfe 1 7
g gt genfim-

fisrity Sgeeraler,
fassqenarfraa.mad e gagrad |
Rgder g\
fg gea: *mive-naed-
F1R (3. AoM1-5 ¢ 0-oanfi-ags: 1 8
Ry a3
HEY WA R A1 |

aeq sftmrframnr @ v afedt far o 9
g UNITR Th G
st ferbenf o (&) |
#ATY el aATHIT:
Aitsyrgfargaata=-gen 1 10
THI-

qATAIEEE 41
P S8g-sinfaa: |
swr sy frafaaf-
dmegnfsafs fyawg.

anfg 1 11
I8+ e praeq-And Jgg-snd-ea
fafar: (s jerrra- forr-aveit-r-

HREEI |
Qararem-a(7 e -and-defE-aeau
arfesae gaall-afemn s@g-

mImann 12
a1 feafarer #e-Rie-gw-samiaa
qm.aigq-qﬁ;jr qf{(ﬂ:
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20 A gEgZT T4l |
IRy A9 A -
v afsmlad fgmfind

21 ez ar) met-gman 0 13

g=dvd wRgaEaaar ARG
w92 qa(q)+-ede-a2 g9

22 gle-auzd(an) |
aF-gee-aE ¢ Al o) she
IMfEagrRe-aaaEe gu-

23 aftod am) 1 14

' egw: mifge-97g2-d1eg 1@ I qA-frmer-
wemfaReE: aftgd 3t 3-

24 R |
FRsrarEAEs-vea Aifgaadiega)
geaTe ol Wy WREY 767 G-Aw-

25 g 15

@ @3 siifz gt A i famaeear .
WG RAAZ - '
26w SR AT S SR R
27 sl A sfteegga gwEt | ofigieg ag RyTRERaf-
AgEAvET-qIa@aT -
28 wag'y Afewreit-meifaey - Amifaeg-gezgufaedy |0
qgwa S ot /u-

REVERSE
29 olumgn e ba s Apa sty Ao/
30 wgEwfEwaRaEs seEdgasEefiss RgeAfaga/agE 9@

Read ity = uthaprhitam®,
Read pansi.
Read ghanatr = diggajai®
Read bhrdntirit samd®,
Read sambaddh-Avediba.
6. Here and below, the dapd 15 used as a hyphen is done in English, In lines
33 ff, it is offen used like o comma, '

Boa



APPENDIK = &

81 fasifus | wgreggaf | aveeafy Srzas ﬁﬁmﬂﬁlﬂ"ﬂﬂ-ﬁifﬁiﬁﬂ{ﬂ-ﬂ-

Eﬁ’ﬂ*ﬂ-ﬂft
32w eagas s s e goenfiRas | qoeas A

gt aaamE)-

33 gefifgdrguamimifrgEifana/mz-vz-widiga waagE fasts m{?-n]
A g W1Ag- - |

3¢ fai(d)afa | anamaf 3 e waae/ feadan | wE @
wizifel:«) et | gl qforadt danafai- | )

35 @ geqE[s(E) Fgiiams®) datad @a) sntn fifgaadt

w/geld agedtar-ad=ma, 4sf- pe:

36 sagguiinTmes(s)ngeREe | et HieRgl [ A f
waeRz-afa1 1) TR AR -

37 udfes-gw s [ qmammi  qfgEEd’ Fg-aRE | - wm{m}
marAl SeagEITEgeIa-aI-

38 a%n / uaghaga(a)-sfuge (A t‘m-m qZF | TUFE qrza: f mwﬂ
A1G -T2 ZIM | HIEER-AEE-

39 e few-gae) FaE-Eaw | qR-wlEwA | aENTE- 5a | BEAE-
5aq o2 gmfer- N

40 i | FIfE O -FEARC- TSI SAEET) I N [ A2 q2%-
74 [ gFa-gaen [ eafiEaeT | SeAEl- |

4l Tgaer 9 9% wzE-gd(an ) ee A (IRl 5@ vda- 12w / Wﬁ‘
fafase ap=enfie ;a2 aean /¢

42 ama fagie R greafus a2s-a | qa Raralid-ga- ﬂﬂ‘!ﬂﬁﬁﬂ'lﬁi*
A3-AF2AT 9 | FTAT AVAL-

43 sqfy wgewerm  wwgadal  AzafEa)s- ixmmmamm-
ARt 93 qa-aizE 8-

44 B3 A-aasmEml  qE-EE: | AEER-aTE- e ﬁmrai{m J | se-
FHE-IFAEIOE | 9% ) | -

1. Read dvdvirfidati. :
2, Read saptacatvdrimiat. ' e
3, Read vithdaty-a®, . .
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45 s | AE)wgaa o@E TEE-aRE: | afaaE)ss-fhiho
garzdn: [ af-Az-aged = [ A

46 wAlARTE TeEEd [ AREW 98 -9 | S 918 %51
R T1E | @ (E R -

47 &-ad(an) qanAa [ ferira | erflege-oes-aa-gd(an) e/, %mf
fgea/ngam §ma/

48 wegmm[ATg T:/aK/iae «/fag fe)gw | sa@dta  @far mﬁm !
F19% Wiaae s amat/asge-

49 apsivayy) faaa(a)glax e/ /e el _ga mbagm/miged/adadm)
st mg/muan)

50 wwiaw | af(fan)an) fy s /ity gz - (ar - s A
ey | S |

51 ea-frra Bu-sifir: | 5606 () i A rivastafa-wermdes)
% A1 () qo-ged e | Iufic-fafaa-

52 dmmfee-afegr-aha-Aear o | a9/ @Rae | @ g9/ §-990%.
Aifede: | | sa-wen g-dtaw | |9-

53 gEneoT | @-Akrgm | aftga-aeq- e [ sz vz | o-fefa
qaNg: | RE-OEA - feer- s

54 g-afgan wea-fafaan | ggeda@)a-afa@)s-an Hfus-ge.
w-a2F-9 (@) A fae- g

55 F-aae-g@a e (rg g-wgrRaiea/mar-fees gor-aati-

WA - a-we Fweat ﬁf%ﬂrsw
56 g% paAl f ol w=1s -RaRi-aaEe ama ) yfafer-ame | aRaadea)

saetT sqemfin: [ 4y vl aq%:
57 Rawted 1(=A g A aar-danm samea: S qaEs -
Amafafiny e wo-
58 wtEm/EaEd AgEAE-TIa W) TARE mnammnﬂhﬁw m’
w FqraE-fad W/ aar 1 gw-
59 guifaa: @
(@) ghreagar aan Yoz
Te7 7% 731 Yfawead o wel(@) 1 16

1, The rules of sandhi have not been ovserved here,
2. Read sarfval,
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64

APPENDIX ]
qf 7 afemsifa 2=
i wazel)
FAT(AY) & gog-wmmlt fd g (c-mbEd 0 17
Feaa, Wi afide,
) A SREEAT U |
A A ai
FI BIS QAT HHO | 18
a-gamed gari(al an) 4 gta ageai(ue) )
a Rt fefmgar '
fgfireas v=a3 1 19
tfa saezeng o). f(fF)g-owt
fammgma qge-=ifaaw |
arafguEae 3'9 g3
ey
h: qrEad e 1 20
Tt fta-gam-gas-gad FwEgd W) )
A fiEEaTE 0 Hi=eay-
qer 0 21
T Gg-aT qeor: gardaaia(a)y s |
viaF faasen g az-agef o 22
Ta=8iHg-
oo’ g fa(Rmfgar |
aran(fak) Rivd 76 /* g swo: Fafag 23
aifeg-fa®

3. Mainamati Plate (No. 1) of Lud'ahnnndra, Regoal year 6

Metres : verses 1, 4-6 Vasantatilaki ; verses 2,9, 13 Upajati ;
verses 3, 7-8, 11-12, 14, 17, 19 Sardalavikridita ; verse 10 Arya; verses
15-16 Sragdhara ; verse 18 Sikharini ; verses 20-23 Anusjubh ; verse 24

Pugpitagra.

1. Sricandrapura has been made Candrapura for the sake of metre,
2. The dapga is superfluous.
3. A few alsaras are rubbed off after this
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10

sitareg Tl Fea-f.

EPIGRAPHIC DISCOVERIES IN EAST PAKISTAN

OBVERSE

faga' 3% a6 wad qragog i
saifregarn-fali =ganaf-a=.
=9 T TG

e g )vam waga glirdh-g-

diat
T qiey agaag o 3
fagrasice ail
fapar
QA=A 07 W |
TR LCIECTIETIT
- aaE-

g g FRaemEm) ) 2
gercgafy-anfen: gaf@r go alda)er g afn
B AT

THa ABrm ARy 2 n (1)

wga: ARgfgRmma-a: g au-
e 9o8-

gt g Ay ey Sga g Ay 3
grara Sf-at-afa-anEeii- '
wnfir 7% fi

- gm-agafnn
ST AT WA IR
9% FATEIHE T FANATA 1 4
aearea(=)-

LEIERSIRIVICCE

ATeRIA, @ ASUgRE AT 1

it a
twa, fud wnfy sreasedg: 0 5

1, Ezpressed by symbel,
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12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

. APPENDIX

ST s faRpaT-ayma-drant
17 339-AaH- |

aftganEaT |
OteEdy-afamant
=% 7 4) farfod fma-ganafi - 6
aga-

& qfafdeg §o Feqrery: 8
HEATaY e Teae AR a s o |
1T '

gimdY agafaal g frrfing a:
afg: exaa: 591% 1@ % Aaw E 0 7
g <gimmang 31 wha: (e Aa-se
ArEtat fna afze el goe aw = |
AR i RS EAaeET-
dean qUAELRG S A 1 8
L -

feneg=a merg-&ar

. TAEITEEAT GETTAET |

o agraa-3E s
FweaToraaifa g a(=).
a7l 9

gl wed gt AR |

Y 1 gEgaw & @ 1@ wgE(E] o 10
fe=i 3.
“gfagmarg aag (@) faanat-som:

gure faRmeaTa aagagamifi anfem

Wi 39 4
a; gEne Aeawre woafa
¥l g e i’ sgR A g0 11
gl sTagifa- .
. - @ i ey @
ﬁmm ﬂEI'ERTﬁIH wd afan iz
wgaAd)e 3 wfe. :

7l



72

21

23

24

25

27

30

EPIGRAPHIC DISCOVERIES IN EAST PAKISTAN

yaAgHtag mat .
ifteg ity ageau = aa (@) missngafaa: o 12
SgqatEn, g, gut-
@
g1 A S\
AT = A A
g An- A 0 13
weltafa-
a-famdaT a(=) fsmg.sema-didteg.
&% 4t gEiTTAT e gud g )
ax =i
7.9 ylmawd safad &) 34y
g wRndiafrigd) sdoamfua o 14
dr'zaams T O
agwraarg farnadat
Zreony 72 EYRATET SR AR |
ol fs-mrer-a-
fae-guiyg.nareas=) .
AT FEAAS TR 1 15
groEnAant & fir-
fegaq aegaranfaanr-
FRrHieE ME qafe aa-ae @mardi fga )
qrol} qroft Bsrarr '
wwlA o #1 afg e et
geEmans 03 fyyaa foos wfafes . 16
arEERaER-
7z FmfirgRE: @y
“fiwoz: gy Fa SEid mEdieaay |
g1 akR e
wf e FiorEt
geit 9 98} A Srgafed sAgud an g 17
g4 wra g axg fg-gead.
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31 LAEIE]
Rifrg: ey g - |
sl aa(@)- - a-fa-
HET: -
REVERSE
32 yeoqfigad disgafa 18
IS 4 GUTI = IgA1 A 9 fweeey-
33 G|
Aers 7 gu-gafae-ang 3o §(E 38 F-a a2
qEITE 9 = g
34 HE-g wan
weafealed fa)er-goima e & =1 @ Danfiean 0
afE (%) @ 79 off fgmagranr-
35 A sinanEgEaU, wREE A O-sEe T A g -
TR R

36 NzRE-REUEiUe: WA, gEgaeRT: TOE | -?hmq:q;.
qifa/aAaE-HoEs | '

37 e/ eeer-er(H)E-a dE e -Ta 0 - QoS-
quil yat T aEr

38 famr - § | gen Dfiw - g -graRaE-g(@)gafamma-i-
afamra-dfa-wes: |-

390 wfafyita a(@fgEs eEE-rgafe: [ difsvadafao-age dar /
qfiaRa sirea-

40 i wifs(:") Ma-El-daendia-des waE-E-
&figor-hanfegd-

41 dmem: /e sameamrEig-aente @are agedaate.
falf ez emfos-ss-a-

42 @ - o - gf-alm - Ewr-AmkEa-E-aa- (@) i g-
(i) arem-ari =/aar gefta-

43 gagimn  gediafgol [ e FEd@aEaofs dades
qATLATT-H: T
h L The abbreviation sam here stands for sambaddha.

10
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44 w-zoEife HiA, TEROT AER-AZRE-GIAA - EL AT aRE[1# ]z /e =g -
winafeaaum-

45 (] | gfyqeefemrana - wwifasaa -Doda -5 qfrmo.
WETITATH 7 GYIT-
. 46 @Y - YRGER - OR-UNF WG QAE-agreggafi-aeaaf-wgra .
femfs, e

47 Aky/agaziesrnealie rekrazae | damamafn A
forE-at-

48  a(@)e-gery-r-afpqrlm iy engas/dia s oiws/ eafs/ famar.
W'

49 = gEe-uaTRIHiAaTgrartsE @ | e - vzmdae |
WA, | fAsUE

50 =n(an)moiawa, dar amafy el enfiaf a'ag wvam /
gimf-fefea-ua iy oe-g-

51 wa/a damfes g gf-Nacadsd a9 9te/ae.omdg-ans aifed
q ev/q w@-

52 e | gried | s e aRga-a-fid(en) fa-me-wz wis-
(zm)/o1-Feefire- sy a4

53 w.dm-a-fgmr-mam-afdan) wwa skadezgmyaanisg/
fafiagsm-ga Fan/god-

54 gfi/aaeari( arjgiavssg R a-REhvmaa -t
& en-wemE-fafe anm-

55 ﬁmahﬁhﬁmmﬁa!aﬁqg:ﬁqm-mr amaradea 2fsarenfin/
w8 valg: waLg:

56 weaet wifkfael sl Rgm e daga sgeE-aa-vaE g
CUELIDIE

57 gnedga/fafain  @ascng o fddyg anfaEsadieer: w9
gl

58 wafea e wargmfa(af@)s: e

st 7 sfaugfa 22 v sa=efi)
gt d gor-sAh fad om0 20
59 aftr(f 7)8-arenbn @it Mk qfi |
. SR TgAl 9 @ wWEe(E e 20
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- AAPIL-gR (et a1) 31 g% a5

60 titue) |
9 Mot Refpien Rgfaee =@ 22
a(@)glEgar g gsfremaihn |
T 6] T FEET a8

61 a% welEm) 1 23
i saa-gang(ea) fi(f).del
fagnafarer agsy-sifias
aFeFEyETe g Dy
7 § gas: quAt,

62 w41 fa@an 1 24
Hfe@ega-g A aTRIA-aF 1(€7)q_§ F(AE=RF 320%)
serfa-fa sig Aae-fat 0

4. Mainamati Plate (No. 2) of Ladahacandra, Regnal year 6
[ The introductory stanzas are the same as in No. 3 above, ]

REVERSE

B u Wi gag
6 sAfamage-araa-AaereE-aERd WAdi RS- seer-
orETEe-

7 qEEIEETIE: TGO MR geraeRae:
Faet il

8 sfiqtvg-gugea:qifa-anas-aoey, tmme-faag-4° -{i"m” a7
qZFARNT SHaTy-

9 weratg-mma i haarfe: @WETE SrEagwEEEg-aEa.
‘@iﬂﬂﬂﬁ‘i:

10 ajafaRa su(an) moRFICERIAT-gE: Sayswy FaRE-
eaHig -

1. The contraction ni stands for pibaddha or sirfhsita. The charter was first
approved by the MahdsFndhivigrahika (minister for war and peace) and then
by the Mahdbsapagalita (record keeper and accounts afficer),

2. Here sarf stand for sambaddha,
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11 wa /ol 9g-dmafadate alm et o fodae-
9 SAT-GITHAH |

12 9R9TNT - UHGE - T - YO - QWG -UwA-AgEggefa-aeeefa-
wgrEf.

13 faafes [ agdamk [ ageiefes | s | agede] [ figae |
2ear-

14 vanfes | et A7 geey a-aimsfeatsenggs/dfas
wtfis

15 s/guevifgs/qeags faarradaa s gres.oangesEE -
sarmia(f g

16 aft/aE-we-Sriae saiEa Rasia e, a8 A
N wafe-

17 afa awang waala@m)/adeR fefag-add a-dmafeq grafa-
mM=-qas: g-ae:

18 @R QH-998: @ JAE-TNEHG @ S99 G-IHIE0 SEEE g4

19 {rgor: afiga-gd-dies/er-Fafig aone: gaa-usa-st feog-o-

20 wshm: vty wasifa-desgn - v fifdEges T
e

2l g'sfwmmemri(rd qng@RavEREgf aafeliowae g
qai fagad |/

22 e aae-fafr-anwd aa [ afesanda | diagaas-gaar [ an.
aretgy 4

2) fedvenujadvala: et il yaihmigasedame-

24 W wgAGE-TREN QAEERgREgaed e def frea-
. fi

25 ufhy adfmwadeas: w9 gflaata am  wengaka @
L1 T OO

[ Here in lines 25-30 follow the fve imprecatory stanzas also
found in Ladahacandra's other grant. ]

30 et v SlERETR RN -AF H 7 4 AR 3 ()
wgraifea-f g w50 (1)

1. For these abbreviations, see the other grant of Lagahacandra,
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5, Mainamati Plate of Govindacandra

; [ Metres : verses 1-3, 10-11, 15-16 Upm?gﬁ . verses 4-7, 12-14
Sardalavibridita s verse 8 Vasantalilaki ; verse 9 Sikharini ; verses 17-2)
Anugpubh ; verse 21 Puspitagra. ]

OBVERSE

1 fezq! afa (%)
frsdmmang Ay wwmar-
AT WA T
2 5 e |
g geg qan gEe-
Felo-HER-ARE-
3 gl
gegafades - A=
saatfa: wwear [afad fagm 1)
Y-
4 yag A ganafeg.
VAR A @At Em) | 2
e aw-ifaEg- 1*
5 aeT
faaeam-moa afege (1)
FHILIAE: 6@ G4T
AR 95~
6 TasmEm) n 3
arfimfys-fafieg.af-wfaseam 1
neafa-aRm i fag-ve: Feagr-
7 wra: (1)
mey: WErg-gataar B agat oy
8 atreas afsfda-ge ollgameet: 0 4
Aaret fmaf o gt

1. Expressed by symbol,
2. The dasma is unnecessars.
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10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

ag-axTaeaatfve:
qEftagw: saa qTe=e-Raamt Fai@Em) |
@rEaf
gfeaam 7 wi swsa-a(@)daa:
GIRYAH §-OH-A-AE-aaea g o 1 5
qenIEit-Fa R TR I -5
3 Qerfg-wal sag-fi-
= ﬁmq;@- 9 |
g (@) felfgagasar om mada 910 4 0
ﬂ‘-
@ gl a@)eaa e qaa 0 6
el fgnoliea: afs-ang-
& fanat 93~
g sefmaaas it SyEet fga.aw @
At -
w-aifw-afa-ala)gel 84t odier a@an
gemiye: g9 (g s
a7
HERIEAAT G £el afier- et
Bl wig-gga: agq: .
g u()
faanat: sa-a(8) @ gfimen:
walall gggayy i it 1(e) 8
a4t qrrorei g h gt @ a(@gm
wid sruAfaag sawafem f7- 12
Gl
iy mvwafla faf = 3 Sifwmat
@R a-ef-fgaq s
wgEgell 9
YA A6 aAA-F:

1. The dangda is superfluous,

2. Omit yo.
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23

24

25

27

30

APPENDIX

ataraRify soga (%)
faman fr-

g(eag*) gLRy M
frago momar Bapgg o 10
ar guawali o gid
fﬂﬂﬂfgtﬂ-w-ﬁli |
ga-faar Ffsg-qoraa’
fifaegeey’ sgt gl 11
R 5l Gw

gerRTaleed adl-aos

qrTE: R aeeaRlE) e s e (1) -
.
Ao - wd sam-Rmad
awerE Fer-Ad fi-gt aegEm-
grn 12
ioww e fn | w50 depad afwns
Smg-Rmasg 8-
Tidae aerEa, (1#)
e v ua 3 Rased: g fafian
e e-arf-qiea-ffelae adn sen 0 13
st et gl garffRfE e s
aifafa

Sa-qafafa Brat safifegomadfi = o)
wvoftez: qREedd -

f-feat e mead
aaed G-aES o1 @ T () 1 14
raRHa-

REVERSE

7 faweay o
FavEGHRT |veHTw: |

TEATEG AT -
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31

33
34
35

EPIGRAPHIC DISCOVERIES IN EAST PAKTSTAN

Lt

wEvs-ga i aem: (%) 15

fard wagwy: @wg sHH

R -

- Tafmgeng (14)

frg-dgrmaeag-

Tifgegaeger @1 16
¥ @g ifa-
FA- A AT AT s R sfte e aeg-
RO TR T ageiios: e S
T A oggwaa iy - anaz - nogd  HearE-Rar-d-

HIgLADE TZF-

35
37
38
»
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
5L
52

g~ A} ARTIARY- YA RS- U - Qg - - TR |
f-aoeenfa-ngmitafmis-nedan - agaeafs qger-
fusa AgradER TS Shguaaas-daE dald)e -
g aRaEE - as- tas A Res-glet T3
wRsaradasia qea.ga-adgfEy ag-saief-
Fifeam AWz A, e Axsd s mEn) nereo 391
& gy 4 &gl amfafs al1)waneg waal g4 fofag wfir-
fiet @ dfeafea go-gf- = g-ae e q8.9981 § 1-
AF-AITR G- FAN G WS 41§ TN G-I §=-
gt qfiga-ga-fier & F2-92 SHa--fEka-amm aqe Us-
fer-wt-fgoa. s wkm gz HwenEy Tae filEgg
w35% ol fymagrsg e wa-feomae goa-aa.
forga? 1° s amd-fafaame aaa yfRaz=a37 sageiam g
2o AT gah (%) o safE: edgre Wi
i aqafafing Agm-we- I HERTE FERGE-T W AT
gagAIggTERd(an, 1) fafafn: Sacam-van-fidyg qdf-
A e H1 g wald 9 amaakadtns SEn )

Aqfa @ sf-

1. Here sam stands for sambaddha.
2. The dapga is superfiuous.
3. The double dapdfa is superfiuous.
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54

55

57

58

W0 =1 oh N o W b

=
=

11

APPENDIX

wift 73 yf wasef (1Y)
st & gug-wmlt fragd w0 17
5% 99-ag-

anfer & Maf afing (%) _

SRR AGAA T A A @A 18
-gER- 1t

FrrEn (st an) @1 g3@(q a)geai(ug 1)
¥ fwat fefmen fag (g)f g a0 19
a(a)gfadgar

am usifin: srifEhin (1)
I8 7% 971 Yfawe o g w@E@g) 1 20
FGETES

ey (w)-fr fa)=g-def

faangfa= nga-ofifad 2 ()
TR 3(g)a
7 fg g6t qeFIeT @ ey 21

6. Fragment of the Mainamati Plate of Viradharadeva,

siigegaaa iR wag-
FaazeETT A ofie-
AR PAER) ffa-
gRE-T% g wHHI(ed qT)gR-
FuEREgfira amkEy-
s g e s
=g -fafe an w19 ang fafee-
w=ar tafgeoreas-ggan
e sigogag A-
JereRIfa-aaae-aes
FravTgT-faaT- S @

1. The dapga is unnecessary.

11
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INDEX

Abhinavampginka 4-5

Acarya 38

fcirya~bhoga 38

Acyuta, Acyutadisa 9-10, 43, 52

adhikarana 9-10, 12, 15

Adhikarapika 12

adhyaksa-pracira 47, 31

agama 38

Agni, Agni-Vaidvanara 33, 36

agrabara 16-17, 39

Akhanpdala (Indra) 50, 54

aksaya-niv! 11

Akgaya-vata 53

Aligarh 6,42

Allahabad pillar inscription 18n, 53

Amitya 15

amanta month 56

Anandadeva 4

Ananta 35

Anantaniriyana (god) 16-17

Andbra Pradesh 35, 37, 39

animesa, animisa (a god) 29n

Arhat 11

Arjuna 49, 54

drogya-dali (hospital) 38

Ashrafpur copper-plate grant
22, 57

Assam 25n, 28, 45-46, 49

Advamedha sacrifice 46, 53

Atharvan 34, 40

Atri 42, 44-45, 49, 52, 54

Atridrgja (Moon-god) 52

Atrijata (Moon-god) 52

Atrinetrabhii (Moon-god) 52

Atrinetraja (Moon-god) 52

12

Aufrecht 40n

Avalokitedvara 48

Aguktaka 9-10, 12

Badkamta 22-23

Ea-igl:am 9

Balakupda 11, 14

Balasore District 1, 25n

Baledvara 57

Baledvaravardhakivoraka 47, 56-57

bali 11, 16, 49, 54

Balurghat 2

Bangadh pillar inscription 25n

Bangala 5, 41-42 ; Mriganka 42

Bappasithhavorakagrima 47, 56

Batari river 31

Baudbaiyanivagphyakalpa 40

Bay of Bengal 26

Belabo plate 37

Bengal 1-2, 5, 7, 12-13, 15, 17-20,
22, 2926, 27n, 30, 34-35, 37, 42,
44-44, 51-52, 55-56

Bengali 8, 19, 37, 47, 57 ;
Brahmanpa 39

Bhagavan-Nannanariyana-
bhattiraka 17n

Bhigavata Puriina 28, 52n

Bhigiratht 33

Bhagyadevl 25n

Bhandarkar, D.R. 25n, 44n, 590

Bhinu 35

Bhanudatta 35

Bhata 31, 39, 47-48

Bhattacharya, P. N, 28n, 31n

Bhattacharya, S. C. 8

Bhattacharva, 5. K. 19
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Bhattiraka 9

Bhattasali, N. K. 19, 22, 25,55

Bhava 10

Bhavadatta 10

Bhavadeva 4-5, 23, 41-42, 55, 57

Bhavadeva-mahavihira 5 °

Bhavaniga 10

Bhima 11

Bhimapila 35

bhoga 57

Bhogapati (Ja'girdar) 36

Bhoja I 44n

Bhoyila 10-13

bhukti (province) 30, 56-57, 59

bhimicchidra-nyaya 48

Bhumiura 19

Bihar 2, 7, 17-18, 21, 25, 51

bindu 47, 56

Bodhisattva 5

Bogra District 13, 30

boro 57

Brahman (god) 35-37, 43, 45, 49,
52 54

Brahmanma 10, 28, 31-32, 34-35,
37-39, 46-47, 53

Brihmanadevavoraka 48, 56

Brahmaputra river 27, 49

Brhatkotta 31

Buckergunge District 7, 26

Buddha 4,5, 11-12, 17n, 21, 35,
49, 51, 54-55 ; bbattaraka 51

Buddhanandigiama 47, 56, 57n

Buddhanandin 57n

Buddhigadgini (Budigangi) 47, 56-57

Buddhism 51

Buddhist 3, 11, 14, 20-21, 25n, 33,
42, 46, 49, 51-52,*54-55, 57n, 58 ;
inscriptions 5 ; monastery 41

Budigahgh 47, 57

Cakravarti- keetra 26 and n

Caltis (gold coin) 18

Campavanl 47

Candala 38

Candimura peak 41

Candra (dynasty) 7-8, 19-21, 24-25,
26 and n, 29, 33-34, 37, 4l-44,
45n, 49, 51-52, 56, 53; king
7-8, 20, 24, 23, 42, 51, 56

Candra (vyikarena) 32

Candradeva 20

Candradvipa (Vangila) 7, 24, 26,
29, 33-34

Candragomin 32-33

Candragupta II 5

Candrapura-visaya 30-31, 36

Candra-vyakarana 32-33

Cadga 35

carapa 35

Caja 31, 47-48

Cataka bird 22

Carmakira (cobbler) 32

caru 11, 16

Cauroddharanika 31

Cetika (Devadasi) 32

Chakravarti, B. B. 19

Chandimura peak 4, 23

Chandoga~-siman 39

Charpatra Mura 4-5, 41, 57

Chaudhury, A, R. 19and n

Citradila river 28and n

Chittur District 33-37

Coda country 39

Coimbatore 26

Comilla 3, 22-23, 41, 59

Coorg 26

Dacea 1, 5, 7, 16, 19, 22-23, 26,

30, 42, 56-57; Museum 55;

University 8



Dalkgina-Eadha 39

Daman 35

Dimodaradeva 59
Damodarpur 9
Dandabhukti-mandala 25n
Dandanayaka 31
Dandapadika, Dandapasika 31, 47
Dapdika 31 :
Dani, A. H. 6, 26n, 41-42, 44, 57
Dagacathadeva 3, 59
Daddvamedha Ghiat 53
Datta 35
Dauhsidhasidhanika 30
Daussadbanika 47
dedintariya-matha 34-35
Desi language 20
Deulbadi 22

Deva (dynasty) 4-5, 41
Devadisi 32

deva~kandara 12
Devakhadga 22-23
Devaparvata 4-5, 23-24, 41, 57
dhakka 32

Dhalegvari 57

Dhanavispu 10, 12
Dhanyanaga 35
Dhanyapatalikd 10

Dhara 35

Dharma 21

Dharmacakra -5, 20, 49, 51
dharma-cakra~mudii 48, 54
Dharmagpila 17n

Dhavala 35

Dhrtipura 47
Dhrtipurahattikia 56-57
Dhulla plate 19

Dilipa 22,24n

Dinajpur District 2

dinara 11

INDEX B85

Dollavavika 47, 56

drigada (kettle-drum) 32

Dravida Biahmana 38

drema 36, 47, 56

dropavipa 11-12, 33, 56

droni 40n

Durga 46, 53

Ditaka 35-37

East Bengal 6n

East Pakistan 1 and n, 2

Edilpore plate 2

Fu-nan 17

Gajalaksmi 15

Gapaka 32

Gagapati 37-39

Ganda 10

Ganga 34, 53

Gangasagara 33

Ganges 17-18, 46, 50, 52-54

Garali 30

Garga 35

Gargagupta 33

Gargadarman 35

Gauda 5, l6n, 25n. 38-39, 45-46,
51, 57 ; king 16, 49

Gaudt 20

Gauhati 28

Gaulmika 31, 47

Gaya 53

Ghaptarava 47, 56

Ghoga 35

Ghunghi river 31

Gir (Sarasvati) 53

Girisuta (Parvati) 53

Godbéni, Godhanika 47, 57

Golden Mountain (Sumeru) 54

Gomati river

Gopacandra 1

Gopila 7
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Goswami, Yasodagovinda 14

gotra 35

Govardhana 35

Govarga 7

Govindacandra 41-42, 44, 45 and
n, 49-51, 52 and n, 54-56

Govindoficama 47, 56-57

Guha 10

Gulmagandhika, Gulmagandhika
10-13

Gunaighar plate 33

Gunaratha 10

Gupta 8 9, 11, 35, 56

Gupta—dynasty 5, 12, 17; coins 5,
11: era 12 ; imitation coins 6n

Gupta (Gupta Chaudhury),Kamala
Kanta 14-16, 19n, 20, 22, 24-26,
27 and n, 28n, 31, 37

Guptinitana 47, 56-57

Gurjara 7; Pratibiara dynasty
2,7

Gwalior inscription 44n

Habibullah, A.BM. 1, 19

Habiganj Sub=Division 31

Hara (god) 50, 54

Haradiasa 20, 37

Hari 35, 50, 54

Harikaladeva 59

Harikela (Sylhet) 24 and n

Haridarman 10

Harga 35

Hastidirsa 10

hattika 57

Himagiti, Himalayas 28

Hindi 27n

Hindu 45, 52

hiranya 48

Hiranyagupta 10

Hopking 29n

Hiina 28 and n, 29

Idilpur plate 19

India 1, 17, 20, 26

Indo-Scythian 17

Indra 27, 50, 54

Indreévara’s boat station 36

Irda plate 235n

I45na 35

Jadavpur University 42

Jagadishpur plate 8, 13

Jaimani, Jaimini 33 and n, 34, 36

Jamuna river 46

Jayadatta 35

Jayvalambhagrama 47, 56

Jaganatha 18

jaya=-skandhavira 29

Jayasvamin 16-17

Jayatuiigavarsa 164

Jayrampur copper-plate grant 1

Jina (Buddha) 2L, 49, 54

Jivadharana 16n

Jujnachhara 31

Jujju, Jujnu (canal) 31

Jyesthadaman 10

kadi 56

Kaddapolaka 57

kahala 32

Kabalika 32

Kahapa (Karsapana) 56

Kailan plate 15, 23-24, 33, 57

kaka 47, 55

Kakativa king 37

kakini 56

Kalaikuri-Sultanpur copper-plate
inscription 9-10

kalam 40 and n

Kalapur plate 8, 14-16

Kalhana 28n
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Kalidasa 28-29 Kedarpur plate 19, 21
Kalyapacandra 46-54 Kedavasena 3

Kalyanadevi 46, 52-53 Khadga dynasty 5-6, 16, 22

Kima 53 Khadi 56 ; vigaya 30

Kamalanandin 35 Khan, F. A, 41,57,58and n
K#&maripa 27 and n, 28 khari 39

Kamboja 23-24, 25n Khira, Khirnai (river) 23
Karhsarakaddapolaka 49, 57 Kielhorn, Franz 2

Kamta 23 Koch people 25 and n

Kamuka 35 Kommur 39

Kanauj 2 | Kosiyara river 31

Kaficana 26, 45 Kotila Mura 4-5

Kificika 26-27 Kottapala 30, 47

kandara 12 Krena 45, 52

Kandrakota 39 Krina-dikgita 40

Kandravati 38 Krsnadikharin 25-26

Kane 53n Krsnaven! (Kpspa), 38

kini 56 Kgemaka 10-11313

Kankuti 10 Ksiroda 24 :
Kapila 33-34 Ksiroda river 23-24

Kara 35 Kubera 10

Karachi 42, 51 Kulika 11 i -
Karavattivoraka 47, 56 kulyavipa 11 "
Karimnagar Districe 39 Kumarabhiiti 10

karmakara (servant) 32 Kumaradeva 10 E
Karmakira (blacksmith) 32 Kumiragupta 1, 9

karmianta 22-23 Kumiramatya 15-16

Karmintapila 22 Kumaramaty-adhikarana 15
Karnasuvarpa 5 Kumarayadas 10

Kirgipana 56 Kumarpur 12

Kirttika 58 Kumbhakira 32 &
Karttikeya 46, 53 Kunda 12 {
kiaru 39 Kuiijaraghatavarsa 25n

Kashmir, Kaémira 28n, 39 Kunti 46, 52

Kasthaparn? canal 31 Kurpala copper-plate grant 3
Kaudika river 31 kuruni 40 and n

Kiverl river 25-26 Kusana 17,18 and n
Kivyamimarhsi 28 Kusiyara river 31
Kiyastha(scribe) 32, 35, 38 / Kysumadeva 55 )

13
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kutumbin 10, 12-13

Ladahacandra 27, 41-42, 45 and n,
46, 48-51, 52 and n, 53, £6, 58

Ladahamiadava-bratfaraka 48-49,
52-53, 58-59

Laksmanasena 3

Laksmi 15, 46, 53

Lalambi-vana 23, 25

Lalmai ridge 25

Lal-miti (red earth) 25

Lauhitya, Lohitya (river) 27 and n,
49

Lokanitha 15, 16 and n; bhatti-
raka 48

Lokedvara 48

‘London 8

Madanpara copper-plate grant
2-3, 19-20

Madanpur plate 19, 34

Madhava 52,58

Mahabalidhikaranika 30

Mahabhirata 28 and n, 29n

Mahiadeva (god) 42-44

Mahadevagrima 47

Mabikala (Siva) 33, 36

Mahiksapatalika 30, 37, 47-43

Mabimudradhikyta 30, 36

Mahapratibara 30, 47

Mahasainyapati 20

Mahasimant-adhipati 17n

Mahasindhivigrahika 30, 47-48

Mahasarvadhikpta 30, 47

Mahiisena 57, 53

Mahsendpati 47

Mahasthan 13, 30

Mahatantradhikyta 30

Mahattara-Brahmana 34

Mahivyshapati 30, 47

Mahendrapila I 2,7

Mahedvara {éiva} 45, 52

Mahidasa 10-11, 13

Mahipila I 51, 53n

Mahisantosh image inscription 2

Mainamati—hills 3-5, £3, 25, 41-42,
57, 59 ; inscriptions 52, 55, 58 ;
plates 27, 41, 51, 55

Mainamati-Lalmai riddge 3

Maitreya 173

Maitreyaraksita 10

Majumdar, N. G.
5ln

Majumdar, R, C. 3, 12n, 18, 190,
25n, 320, 330, 39n, 59n

Malaya 17, 26

Malkapuram inscription 37-28

mandala 30, 56-57, 59

Mandalapati 30, 47

Mandara 38

Mandara mountain 24

Mandhuk inscription 7, 51

Mandrakite, Mantrakita 39

Maiigala 35

Minikya 35

Mani-nadi 31

Manu river 31

Markanda, Méarkapdeya 50, 54

Maroundai 17

Marupdanitha 15-18

matha 16, 33-35, 37 ;

Maulavi Bazar Bub=Division 14, 31

Mayupataka 48, 56

Maytradilmala 31

Mazumdar, B.C. 44n

McCutchion, D. J. 42

Mech 25n, 45n, 49

Mecikimra 11

Mehar 20, 59

Meu-luen 17

1n, 24n, 26m,
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Mleccha (Mech) 25n, 45n, 46, 49,
51; king 46; (Salastambha)
dynasty 45, 49

Mleccha-Yavana 29n

Moon-god 21, 49, 52, 54

Mrgadava (Sarnath) 52

Mrkanda 54

Mt. Malaya 25

Mt., Vindhya 25

mudrd 48

Muhammadan 28

Miilakavastuka 10

Murupda 17 and n, 18 and n

Murupdadevi, Murupdasvamini 18

Mymensingh District 23

Mysore 2, 26

Mabhraka 12

Naga 35

Magara-khanda 54n

MNagpur 29n

nali 40 and n

Nanda 33

Nandadaman 10

~Nandaghosa 35

Nandapur 9

Nandin 35, 57n

napita 39

Naradeva 10

Niarayana 35

Nirayapadasa 10

Marayanapala 2, 7, 25n

Narayepavarman 17n

Narttedvara 22

nata 32
Nat-eda-éi?a 35
Natore Sub-Division 13

Mattedvara-bhaftaraka 50, 52, 54-
55

. Naubala-hasty-asva-go-mahis=
ajavik-adi-vyaprtaka 31, 47

Nayapala 25n

Nepalese 27n

Nidhanpur plates 31

nigka 38

nivartana 39

Nivamatpur 12

Noakhali 24, 26 ; District 5, 22

North Bengal 1, 57, 59

Odagodbaniki 47, 5657

Orissa 1 and n, 18, 25, 29, 44

Padamtlika 30

Padma Purdga 54n

Paharpur 2, 4,9

Pitkara 57, 59

Pakistan 2-4, 8, 13-14, 19-20, 24,
30, 41-42, 56

Pala—dynasty 3, 7, 20, 30, 34n,
35, 45, 51, 54, 57; kings 7-8,
46 ; records 7

Pallinada-visaya 39

Picvatt 46, 52-53

Paschimbhag plate 7, 19-20, 23-25,
27, 30, 33, 51

pataka 16-17, 32-36, 47, 50, 55

Patftikera, Pattikera 4, 57,59

Pattikeraka 47-49, 54, 56-57

Paundra-bhukti 47-50, 56-57

Paundravardhana 59 ; bhukti 49,

Penumbaka 38

Peranatana-vigaya 48, 50, 56~57

Peshawar 42

Phullahada 47, 56

Pinakin (Siva) 38

Pogara 30

Prabhekara 40

Prabbasa-khapda 54n

Prablavati 22
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Prigjyotisa-Kamariipa country 23
and n, 290, 45-46, 51

Prajapati 10

Prakrit 20

Pratibara dynasty 2, 7

pravara 35

Prayaga 46, 51-52, 53n

Prinsep 3

Prthvipila 7

Ptolemy 17 and n

Pulastva 33n

Pundra 17n

Pupdravardhana 10, 13, 30, 56-57,
59 ; bhukti 30, 49

Purina 26, 28, 52, 53n, 54n

Purusottama (Visnu) 53

Puspabhadra river 28

Pustapala 11

Putia Police Station 8

puttika 38-39

Parpacandra 21

Pirpakaudika 9

Phrvagrima 38-39

Porva-mimiamsi school 33, 40

Ragha (Daksina-Radha) 38-39

Raghuvarhda 22, 28, 29n, 34n

rahasya 38

Rijimatya 47

Rajapurusa 47

Rajaputra 30, 47

Rajarijacaturvedimangalam 39

Rajardjavinpagar 39

Rajadekbara 28

Rajshahi District 2, 4, 8, 12-13

Rajataradgini 11, 28n

Rajni 30, 47

Rajput 18n

Rijvarhdi 25n

Rajyapala 25n

Rama 35, 49, 54

Ramiyana 26

Rampal plate 19, 51n

Rinaka 30, 47

Ranavainkamalla 59

Rata dynasty 5, 6n, 16, 23

Ravikara 35

Raychaudhuri 17n

[ Bgveda 38-40

tk 34

Rohitagiri 21, 25

Rohtasgadh 21, 25

Rudra 10

Rudradasa 12-13

Rudramba 38

Rudrini 46, 53

Rupavatara 40

Saharatalaka 50, 56

Saima 59

daiva 17, 37, 52

daka 18n, 59

dakha 35

dakti 50; cult 33n

dtiakmat Mahasena 54

Salastambha dynasty 43, 49

Salavarendri 37

Salbanpur 4, 41

Salban Vihar 3-5

Salem District 26

Samaciradeva 3

siman 34

Samanta 14

Sematata country 4-7, 16, 22 24,
30, 41, 51, 57, 59; mapdala
47-58, 50, 56, 59

Samaveda 38

Samavedin Brahmana 39

Samba 12

Sambapura 11

siddhanta 38
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Sambbu 53

Sarmhgobalt 10

Sathgohalika 10

Samudragupta 18n

Sandhivigeahin 37

sangha 21

Sankara-bhattaraka (Siva) 47

Satikhavadaka 32

Sankhya 33

Sanskrit 20 ; College 1, 8 ; langu-
age 9

ntidiman 35

Sarasvat1 46, 53

Saraswati, S.K. 18n

darman 35

Sarpath 52

Sarpapalita 10

Sarvapi image 22

Sarvapaga 10

Sarvanitha 18

Sadaka-jataka 21

fsana 48

datinka 5

Sadidatta 35

Sastri H. P. 2

Sastri, K. A. Nilakanta 17n

Satalavarga 30

Satna 18

sattra 11, 16

Satyavac (Yudhisthira) 52,53 and n

Satyavispu 10

Saubhagyadevi 50, 54

Saulkika 31, 47

Savitara 35

Scythian 17

Sen, D. C, ddn

Sena dynasty 2,59

dekhara 35

Sewell 22n

Shahabad District 21, 25

Sidhanta, Sachindranath 8-9, 13-
14

Siddhamatrks 20

Simhanandin 11

Singra Police Station 13

gilpin 20

Sircar, D. C. 1n, én, 11a, 17n,
180, 26n, 28n, 29n, 33n 34n,
35n, 35, 37n, 45n, 470, 55n,
56n, 59n

Sidupilavadha 29n

Sithhadatta 35

Siva 10, 33, 38, 44-47, 50, 52 and
n, 53, 55

Siva 50, 54 ; bhattiraka 50, 52;
linga 38-39 ;

Sivabandhu 35

Sivakunda 10

Skanda-Karttikeya 46, 50, 53

Skanda Purgpa 34n

Soma 35

Somapura 4 ; mahiavibara 4

Somavarhéi 44

Somavignu 10

Southern Bengal 57, 59

South-Eastern Bengal 57, 59

Sri-Abhinavamrginka 41

Srava(ma)nak-acirya 11, 14

81 50, 53-54 _

Sri-Bangala-Mriganka 41

dricandra 6-7, 19-30, 33-36, 45-46,
49, 51 and n, 54
icandrapura-fasana 32, 36

Sridatta 10

Sridhara 35

Sridhatanatita 15-16, 57

drihatta (Sylhet) 24, 30, 56
mapdala 30
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drikaptha (Siva) 53

Srimangal Police Station 14

Srinatha 16

drivatsa-gotra 39

| 4ri-Venkatedvara Devasthinam 37

4ri-Vidvedvara-golaki-matha 37-33

dragavera 13: vithi 9

Sratikhanda 54n

sthapati 32, 39

stipa 4-5

Subbinga 36-37

sudardana-cakra 58

duddhadaiva 38

Sugata (Buddba) 4, 46, 51

Sultanpur 10

Sumeru 49, 54

Sun-god 11-12, 14

Sun temple 12

siipakara 57n

Stpakardvoraka 47, 56

Suravorakagrima 48

Suruhga river 25-26

Susirhha 13

Savarnacandra 21-22

Stirya 12

Siicyasena 3

Satradbara 32

Svabhi (Brahman) 53

Svayambhia 50, 54

Svafica 53

Sylhet District 7, 14, 16 18-20, 23,
30, 31 and n, 32, 34, 37, 56

Tailika 32

Takkola 17

talavakara-saman 40

talavataka 12

Tamil Nadu 26, 39

timra-dasana 43

Tanjavur District 26

Tard 5 350

T’eu-kia-li (Takkola) 17

Tippera—District 3, 5, 7, 16, 22~
24, 33, 41, 56-27; hills 31;
plate 15, 23-24

Tiruchirapalli District 26

Tirupati 35, 37

Trailokyacandra 6-7, 2125, 26
and n, 27, 30, 43, 45

Traividya-Brihmana 16

Travancore hills 26

Trisrotas (Ganges) 52

tuni (droni) 40n

Turner 27n

Twentyfour Parganas 56

Uccakalpa 18

Umayadas 10

Utficama 57

Utkala 28-29 ,

Uttarapatha 28 and n

vaddika 47, 57

Vagida (Brahman) 53

Vaggura-bhoga 47, 56-57

Vaidya 35, 38

Vaidakha 36

Vaidampayana 33a

Vaidvanara (Agni) 33, 36

Vaignava 37, 52, 58

Vajasaneya 40

Vanga 5,7, 16, 23-25, 26 and n,
23-30, 42-43, 45n

Vangila 33.34, 34n; deda 34,
matha 33-34

Viaranasi 46, 51-54

Vardhamana-bhukti 25n

Varendra, Varendri 37

Varendra Research Society 8

Vasu, Nagendranath 2-3- -

==
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Vasudeva 17, 35, 45, 48, 52-53, 55,
58; bhattaraka 49, 52

Viataganga 59

Vatsadhara 32

Vedanta 40

Vedika (Avediki) 30,35

Vedo 35

Velangapudi 38

Veli 40 and n

Velivida 38

Vepisarhbara 53n

Venkatedvara (god) 35

Vetraghatghi (Vetraghati) river
a1 gt

Vibhitaki 10

Vidhatr (Brahman) 45, 52

Vidyadhara 50, 53-54

vidya-mandapa 38

vihara 4, 11

vibarikda 11

Vikramapura 7, 24, 26, 29-30, 47-
48, 50, 56, 59

Vindyaka 37

Vindhya mountain 26

Vinhudatta 35

Virabhadra 39

Viradeva 4

Viradharadeva 41, 57-59

Viramusti 39

Viraniga 10

visaya 35, 38, 50, 57, 59

Visayapati 12, 31, 47

a3

Vignu 17, 43, 45-46, 52 and n, 53,
55, 58 ; cakra 58 ; Krsna 52

Viévaripa 35

Vidvaripasena 2-3

Vidvedvara-dedika 38-39

Vidvedvaradeva 38

Vidvedvara-golaki 38

Vidvedvaradiva, Vidvedvaradambhu
37-38

vithi 9-11, 14

Vithi-mahattara 10

voraka 57 and n

vyakarana 40

Vyasa 12

Vyavahirin 12

West Bengal 1 and n,2

West Dinajpur District 2

Western Ghats 26

Wheel of Law 52

Whitworth 25n

Winternitz 40n

Wilson 40n

yajus 34

Yajurveda 36,39, 40

Yamund 53

Yadas 35

Yadodiman 11

Yadovispu 10

vasti 47, 56

Yavana (Muhammadan) 28, 29n;
country 29

Yogedvara {in} 33, 36 _

Yudhisthita 46, 49, 53 and n, 54
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Corrigenda

Page Line Correction

8 27 Omit University and read B, S, 1370

12 a0 Adhikarapikas

19 2 : Regnal year 5

19 20 Commemoration

23 22 southern

30 9-10 together with Avediki attached to
Satalavarga, all within

30 22 éﬁbatﬁa-mandala

31  15and 18 Jujid

31 16 Vetraghatt (read as Vetraghanghi by
Gupta Chaudhury)

32 24 .. cobblers

34 25 Do, .

35 17 ~ Singha(Sirhha)datta for Sitabhadatta

(found in Gupta Chaudhury's Deva-
nagari transcript)

a5 18 Antaga for Ananta (read as Annata
- by Gupta Chaudhury)
a7 17-20 Omit—but anu.,....appears to be
incomplete.
43 £5 ‘Dispeller of hundred and one fears'

is the peculiar translation of the:
wrongly read word apalatatrisa

49 30 Mleccha women
61 9 tatr = aiva
64 28 vahnith
66 22 Read Avedika and vizayesu
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