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Tagore's
ancestral home
to become a

monument
K. Roza
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Tagore’s ancestral home . to become a monument |

From Page 1

selected o become the
uauutml anthems of two
countries -

THE government is likely
to annwunce the ancestral
home of Rabindranath
Tagore at Pithabhog in
Khulna district as a
protected monument on
the eve of 15010 hirth
anniversary this year.
According  to  the
authenticated versions of
the Tagore family's
history, the ancestor of
the Nobel laureate
Ramgophal Kushari,
eslah ished the family
{e sometime in the
century,  said
Kegwnnl Director  of
Departentt of
Archaeology Shiabuddin
Moharmmad Akbar,
The poet is the 1310

“descendent’ of Xushari,

originally & Brahmin

writer in the woeld whosa
two songs have been

N

family and is the caly ||

S'UPJ.&JU‘

Bungladcsh and India.

_ There was a house built
during the Brilish period,
long after the family was
founded at Pithabhog
which was evenlually seld
by the head of the five
descendents of the Kushari
family to a businessman at
a price of Taka 2,25,000 in
1994. The five descendents
are Gopal Kushari, Gavinda
Kushari, Barun Kushari,
Arun Kushari, nad Tarun
Kushari,

The  building  was
subsequently demolished
to sell its old windows,
dooes, wooden panels and
iron beams al a much
higher price, the district
administration  officials
say.

The Department of
Archaeology (DoA) a test
case oxcavation in the
vacant plinth area of the
sold building and found the
base pillar made of Jime

and Surkd - the building
maledals used in the past.
"l will send a proposal to
announce the area as a
protected monument,” said
Shiabuddin, the regional
director.

The predecessors  of
Tagore were divided into
two family lines since the
time of Maheshor Kushari.
His son Panchanan Kushari
bad lef home and village
due to a family feud with
his  brother Priyanath
Kushari, He got a job in the
East India Company and
settled in Kolkata, His son
Joyrum Kushari, an Amin
(surveyor) of land working
for the Company sold his
home to build the Fort
William Castle. After the
battle of Plassey in 1757,
the family rose to even
higher position and the
Kushari got a promotion to
the post of Sherastadar.
Kusharis bouglit a large plot

of land which became
known as  Jorashako
Thakurbari.

The neighbours of the
lower casts of Hindus

i

called the Joyram Kushari
as Thakur. In due course of
Lime, the family became
known as the Tahakurs of
Jorashako.

These part of the history
has been narrated in “The

Tagore Family by T.W
Farrell, Bangla
Encyclopedia and the

History of [essore Khulna
by Satish Chandra Mittra,
which earned accolade
from the Tagore family in
1923. The first of the
history was pablished in
1914.

Rabindranath  Thakur
was  also  married at
Dhakkindili under Fultola
upazila in the same district
of Khulna. The place was
announced as a proteced
monumenl in 2006 by BNP-
led four party Alllance
Government. The
Khuthibari of Shilaidha
and Shajadpur Kachanban,

the  poet's  alternate
residence and Kachan lo
lovk after the family

Zamindari were hought by
them after 1757, and were
declared protected

monumen! by Pakistan
governmes during 1861 on
the eve of the birth
centennil of the poet. The
Patishar Kacharibari was
declared as
moaumen! during 1994 by

j. - the BNP government.

Meanwhile, the DoA

has  taken  elaborate
programmes on the 150 the
birthday in all the

protected monuments with
the coopesation of district
administration.

The DoA will
reconstruct of 40 feet long
wvicoden Pedma, the famous
house ‘toat popularly
talled as Hajra and its dingi
Chapala. The cost of the
remake is about laka 23
lakh.

The poet bas written 9
songs thal were found a
place later in Gitanjali,
which was awarded the
Nolel prize, during his
stay in Shilaidha, Thirtt-
eight poems  including
famous Sonar  Tari,10
dramas two articles, three
types of letlers including
most of the numhers of

protected |

Chinna Patra and another
13 songs were wrilten al
Shilaidha, accoding to @
hooklet published by the
DoA.

A DoA booklet says, the
Shilaidha Kutibari was first |
owned by an indigo planter
named Shelly, when it was

devoured  largely by |
Padma, the  present |
building was raised by

poct’s family showing the ||
influence of exterior design
from the Shah-e- Hamadan
Mosque located in the
Indian part of Kashmir.
Shah-¢- Hamadan, the
ploneer preacher of Islam
in Kashmir is said to be
related to the prophet of |/
Islam. His tomb along with
Nandirish are the two greal f
architectures of the region, |
Curiously. Imam Khomeni, |
the leader of lslnmxr
Revolution of [ran and a ||
mystic poet is also related
to the prophet. His
grdm.falhcr left Kashmir |
and settled in Iran, Poet Al
Mahmood translated some §
of the poems of Imam in
Bangla, J p
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IKHULNA, Apnil 29 (BSS) -
As archeologists  tracked
down Rabindranath Tagore's
ncestral home coinciding
yith his 150th birth anniver-
ary, little-known Pithabhog
illage here appeared to be of
rucial historic importance
or establishing the Nobel
Laurcate’s famihal links. The
Kushari” family of Pithabhog
illage of Rupsha upaziia was
ncestors of Tagore while the
ounder of  Kusharibari
home) was Ram Gopal
ushari. Tagore's 12th forefa-
her Jagannath Kushari was
he jamindaref Pithabhog.

I'he descendants of Jagannath
ushari are - Purushottam

Miheshwan
ushari, Panchanan Kushari,

Pithabhog establishes
Tagore's ancestral links

Nirmom Kushari, Rammoni
Kushari,, Prince Darakanath
Tagore, Mahorshi
Debendranath Tagore and his
son Rabindranath Tagore
Because of difference of
opinion with his  famuly,
Panchanan Kushari set up his
abode at Gobindapur village
under Kolkata near Kalighat
on the bank of the Ganges in
the 16th century.

The people in the neighbour-
hood had accepted
Panchaan Kushar w high
respect and requested him to
maintain - communications
with the English as their
spokesman. They used to call
Panchanan  Kushari  as
"Thakur as a mark of high
honour. This way. Tagore's
forefathers from Pithabhog
village turned into respected

"Thakur'. Later Panchanan
Thakur's descendant Nilmonil
Thakur started hiving in
Jorashanko of Kolkata. This
Nilmoni Thakur's grandson is
Rabindranath's grand father
Prince Darakanath Tagore,
The bright star of Bengali lit-
crature, Tagore was born to
this  Thakur  family  of]
Jorashanko on the 235th
Boishakh or May 7 of 1861/
Before 1995, Tagore's ances-
tral home in Pithabhog was
known to only a handful of
people. Those people had
approached Khulna Deputy
Commissioner Kazi Reazul
Hag 10 preserve the memory
of this house. Then inivatives
were taken to renovate the
dilapidated  uminhabitable
house of Kushan*family,
See the last page col-8
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Pithabhog

Though the house was

aged, the ownership of the
Jand Was still in the name of
the Kusharis

An Archeology department
team caried out a daylong
initial experimental excava-
tion on the ancestral house of
the great poet ar Pithabhog
village under Rupsha Upazila
of Khulna on Wednesday as
an earlier archeological sur-
vey found clues of his ances-
tral links, "Today we found
the outline of the ground lay
out of the house and now we
are preparing a proposal for
complgte excavation of the
structure and 11§ preservation
as an archeological heritage,”
regional director  of the
department  Shihab Uddin
Mohammad Akbar told BSS
at the scene yesterday. He
said after excavating only
three w four feet soil, his
team found the layout of &n
estimated 30 feet by 20 feet
building that once accommo-
dated the poet's forefathers
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Tagore’ $ ancestral home tracked down

KHULMA, APR 28:

Thursday tracked down lhe
ancestral home of Nobel Laureate

Rabindranath Tagore here.
An Archeology department
teammmed outa initial
tal excavation on the
ancestral house of the great poet
at Pithabhog village under Rupsha
- Upazila of Khulna on Wednesday

RIS AT

as an earlier archeological survey
found clues of his ancestral links.
“Today we found the outline of
the ground layout of the house
and now we are preparing a pro-
posal for complete excavation of
the structure and its pmervation
as an archeological heritage,”
regional director of the depart-
ment Shihab Uddin Mohammad

Akbar said. He said after excavat-
ing only three to four feetsoil, his
team found the layout of an esti-
mated 30 feet by 20 feet building
that once accommodated the
poet’s forefathers while officials
including the Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) of Rupsha
Mohammad Monirul Islam wit-

nessed the exploration campaign.

T 55 @, TCHEF-Lea ZFogpT, Aefgel, 4o 1, 2003
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The UNO said distant relatives
of Tagore were in possession of
thesite until 1994 when they sold
out the property to a party of
Chittagong, but the district
administration under the aus-
pices of the then deputy com-
missioner Reazul Haque pur-
chased it on the subsequent year
because of its historic value. B$§
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