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Ansar-VDP Unnayan Bank holds 208th
exec committee board meeting

ITribune Desk

The 208th meeting of the executive
committee of the board of directors
of Ansar-VDP Unnayan Bank was
held on August 13.

Chairman of Ansar-VDP Un-
nayan Bank and Director General
of Bangladesh Ansar and Village
Defense Party Major General Abdul

Motaleb Sazzad Mahmud presided
over the meeting.

Managing Director Mir Mofazzul
Hossain along with other directors
of the committee were present.

In the meeting, some important
decisions were taken for the bank
along with the implementation of
divisional offices to accelerate the
operational activities of the bank. e
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AMCHAM BREAKFAST MEET!

Boosting RMG, export
diversification stressed

SPEAKERS at a meeting on
Thursday underscored the
need for export diversifica-
tion, enhancing productiv
ity and o

chairman, EPB, highlighted
policy reforms, including
bank-backed

bond. Bty 1" spport
partial exporters, enabling
duty-free imports with bank
guarantees.
He said us.

ficiency and ensure sector

In his opening remarks,
Syed l’.rslud Ahmed, Presi-

ance on exports, with gar
for

ments 815

ity, and weak risk govern

ware also raised, with
calls for stronger collabora-
tion, skills development,
and  actionable roadmaps
to boost productivity, at-

withstand future trade chal-

alongside
framing proactive policies
to build resilience.

They were speaking at a
breakfast meeting organized
by the American Chamber
of Commerce in Bangla
desh (AmCham) on ‘Bang-
ladesh’s RMG Sector: The
Way Forward’ at a hotel in

direc-

tor, ch anendud the

breakfast meeting, said

an AmCham press release
here.

Speaking on the occa-

AHM Ahsan, ch-‘nr

Bangladesh ties offer new
expart opportunities, while
a new '$100 billion RMG
Expoart Cell’ will streamling
coordination on  energy,
banking, and tax issues with
BGMEA, BKMEA, and oth-

ors.

With enhanced collabo-
ration and sector diversifi-
cation, Anwar believed that
Bangladesh can reach $100
billon in exports by 2027-

Mahmud Hasan Khan,
prosident, BGMEA, high-
lighted energy shortages as
a major challenge for RMG
growth, particularly for gas-
dependent backward link
age industries, with only
two FSRUS (Floating Stor.

Unit

sion,
person,
petition Commmmn

emphasised vertical diver
sification within the RMG
sector moving from low to
high value production to
build export resilience.

With the US tariff hike
and upcoming LDC gradu-
ation, he described the
situation as a ‘wake-up’ call
for enhancing productiv-
ity and competitiveness to
withstand future trade chal-
lenges and maintain global
markt access.

Md Anwar Hossain, vice-

ageand
currently operational,

He urged infrastructure
expansion and criticized
the abrupt cancellation of
54 LOIs, calling for renego-
tiation to protect investors”
confidence.

Welcoming the Merchant
Power Purchase Agreement
for solar energy, he cited
land scarcity as a barrier.

With fewer than 3,000 of
Xs 7, mbers
still exporting, Mahmud

said the association is step-
ping up support to boost ef-

per cent of total exports and
11 per cent of GDP.

The EU and US take over
40 per cent and 17.6 per
cant of exports respectively,
leaving the economy high-
Iy exposed to global trade
shifts, he added

Bangladesh’s export de-
pendence on Western mar-
kets exceeds that of India
and Vietnam.

Citing ADB and World
Bank, he cautioned that US
tariff hikes could cut GDP

vth by 1-2 percenta
points, while trade uncer-
tainty and protectionism
threaten investment and fi-
nancial stability.

With a 1 per cent tariff
rise reducing global trade
by 0.5-1 per cent he stressed
the need for diversification
and proactive policies 1o
build resilience.

Other participants high-
lighted key challenges in
Bangladesh's export sector,
including energy insecurity,
lack of major global sports-
wear brands, and weak
backward linkages.

They emphasized the
need for policy coherence,
automation, green manu-
facturing, solar energy, and
logistics upgrades.

High costs, tight liquid-

AmCharn
ladesh's RMG Sec

cgue
: The Way Forward”

Bitcoin hits record
high, global stocks

diver

Agence France-Presse -
London

BITCOIN hit a record high
Thursday and European
and Asian stock markets
diverged on the eve of land

talks between US
president Donald Trump
and Russian counterpart
Viadimir Putin on potential-
ly ending the Ukraine war.

Most  European equit
indices climbed aftar major
Asian poers ended lowar.

Bitcoin hit a new peak at
$124,514.59 in Asian trad-
ing, before cooling to around
$1,21,500.

The world's biggest cryp-
tocurrency is benefitting from
axpoctations that the Foderal
Raserve will cut US interest
rates before 2026, which is

stance from the Trump ad
ministration combined with
expectations of a September
Fod rate cut have helped to
propel gains for bitcoin,’ Vic-
toria Scholar, head of invest
ment at Interactive Investor,
noted Thursday.

‘The pound won some sup-

thanks to

that the Bank of England may
not follow up its interest-rate

gc

cut last week with another re-

100 index of top companies,
some of which eam in dollrs.
Britain's economy per-

formed better than expected
in the second quarter as it
weathered the impact of
US tariffs and a higher UK
business tax, official data

y,
Trump are to discuss ways
to settle the Ukraine conflict
during a summit in Alaska,
the Kremlin said.

The meating will be the

first between sitting US and
Russian presidents _since
2021, and comes as Trump
s00ks to broker an end to
Russia’s nearly three-and-a-
half year offensive.

It is probably obvious
to everyone that the central
topic will be the resolution
of the Ukraine crisis,” Krem-
lin aide Yuri Ushakov told

reporters.

Oil prices edged higher
Thursday, with market
watchers waiting to see if
the meeting’s outcome af-
fects trading of crude, of
which Russia is a major
supplier.

stock

on potentially ending the Ukraine war.

on the eve of landmark talks between US
president Donald Trump and Russian counterpart Viadimir Putin

—AFP photo

tract investment, and drive
growth beyond
RMG.

Gazi AKM Fazlul Haque,
director general (invest-
ment ecosystem), Bangla-
desh Investment Develop-
ment Authority (BIDA) and
Mohammad Naziur Rah-
man Miah, first secretary
(customs: export and bond),
National Board of Revenue
(NBR) also contributed to
the dialogue.

Paul Frost, commercial
counselor, US Embassy, and
Leena Khan, labor attaché,

Embassy were also pre-
sent in the dialogue.

AmCham treasurer, Al-
Mamun M Rashel, Am-
Cham members from the
RMG sector, economists,
academicians, and other
relevant stakeholders were
also present in the dialogue.

The dialogue concluded
with a call to foster more
such discussions where key
challenges can be openly
raised and considered by
relevant ministries and reg-
ulatory bodies.

These platforms are es-
sential for bridging the gap
between government in-
stitutions and businesses,

enabl stakeholders
to work collaboratively to-
ward practical, coordinated
solutions.

the presentation
and remarks, attendees
shared their challenges and
suggestions for policy align-
ment in the Bangladesh's
RMG sector.

At the end, ASM Mai-
nuddin Monem offered the
vote of thanks.

American Chamber of

US producer
inflation in
July highest
in 3 years
Agence France-Presse -
Washington
US PRODUCER price infla-
tion bounced in July to its
since 2022,
govemment data showed

Thunsday, with an uptck
in sarvices costs exceeding

that in , as ymak-
ars so0k 0 gauge effocts from
President Donald Tramp's
tariffs.

The prod index
(PPI) rose 0.9 per cont on a
month-on-month basis, hot-
ter than analysts

after a flat reading in June,
said the Department of La-
bour.

The cost uptick in goods
was 0.7 per cent while that
of services was 1.1 per cent
— marking the biggest such
fump since March 2022.

An analyst consensus
Briofing.com

an  overall
jump of 0.2 per cent.

While the advance was
Joadimsad in fuly, more

than three-quarters of it can
ba traced to services, the La-
bour Department

And much of this was
due to trade services.

But prices for final de
mand goods also made a big
advance, with 40 per cent of
the July increase traced to

foods.

A quarter of the July ad-
vance in the index for final
demand goods can be traced
to prices for fresh and dry
vegetables, which jumped
38.9 per cent, the report said.
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PPP Authority, ADB
discuss solar energy

Business Desk

THE Public-Private Partner-
ship (PPP) Authority on
Wednesday welcomed a
consultation mission led by
Monica Mei V CarinoYoung
from the Asian Development
Bank to discuss innovative
partnership  opportunities
aimed at improving the qual-
ity of lifo for rural commmuni
ties in Bangladesh.

In the meeting with Mu.
hammad Rafiqul fslam, chief
exocutive officer lmmaxy]
of the PPP Authority,
ADB delegation expmssed
keen interest in supporting
affordable housing projects
for lower and middle-in-
come families in rural areas.

The discussion centared

on utilising the PPP model
to attract private investment
whilo ensuring affordability,
sustainability and long-term
community benefit.

ADB team also
sought co-operation to ex-
plore the installation of so-
lar power generation facili-
ties along the N8 Highway
(Dhaka- Mawa- Bhanga),
which would contribute to
Bangladesh's renewable en
ergy capacity, reduce carbon
emissions and promote en
ergy access in underserved

ing with Bangladesh’s devel-
opment priorities.

ANSARVDP  Unnayan
Bank's executive commit-
tee on Wednesday held its
208th meeting, said a press
roloase.

AnsarVDP  Unnayan
Bank chairman Major Gen
oral Abdul Motaleb Sazzad
Mahmud, also director

h

presided ovar the
Managing _director Mir
Mofazzul Hossain ~ along
with other directors of the
committee was present.

Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Authority chief executive officer Muhammad Rafiqul Islam
Welcomes a consultation mission led by Monica Mei V Canno-Young from the Asian Development
Bank at hes office in Dhaka on Wednesday.

PRAN Dairy hosts seminar
on safe milk

Business Desk

PRAN Dairy on Thursday
held a seminar titled ‘Safe
Milk: Coordinated efforts of
farmers and stakeholders' at
Chatmohar in Pabna, said a
press rolease.

The seminar was attend.
©d by farmers, stakeholders
and experts in the relovant
fiold. The main objectiv
the event was 10 raise aware-
ness among farmers about
ensuring safety at every
stage of milk production and
to foster effective collabora-
tion among stakeholders.

Coordinated efforts from
farmers, local administra-
tion, the Department of Live-
stock, milk collection agen-
cies and other stakeholders
are essential to ensure safe
milk uction, ~ experts
said in the seminar.

They highlighted that if
all stakeholders had a clear
understanding of safe milk
production and marketi
consumers would be able 0
access safe milk.

They emphasised that
creating awareness and im-
plemanting proper manage
ment practices from the pro-

luction stage was crucial.

Maintaining milk qual-
ity requires hygienic farm
management, timely cattle
health checks, proper stor-
age after milking and quality
assurance through testing at
collection centres, they said.

Maksudur Rahman, chief
operating officer of PRAN
Dairy, said, PRAN Dairy has

e

Through our Dairy hubs, we
provide regular training and
various forms of support to

— Press release

farmers. In addition, to en
sure safe milk reaches con-
sumers, we conduct qual-
ity testing at four different
stages — from the collection

Among othars, Romana
Aer Romi, livestock offcee
in Pabna,

Mook liam, - offcanin
of Chatmobar Police
Station, Mahmud Hasan Ron,
assistant director of the Direc-

SNIPPETS FROM
BOURSES

Trading of
’ bark

meCltyBanl\
MMHNBMM
in the Spot Market and

record date August 19
Trading of the

unusual price hike and
increase in volume of
shares.

Apha Credit
| Rating PLC
Jé has assigned
Surveillance
rating of BO Finance:
a8 'AX in the long term
and 'ST-2" in the short

on December 31, 2024
and relevant qualitative:
information till August 12,
2025

for the year ended June
30, 2025. Record date is
September 3

The Trustee
J Committee

of the SEML
1BBL Shariah Fund has
deciared No Dvidend for
the year ended June 30,
2025

First Security
Islami Bank
has informed

that the

director (current chav@)
of the comparny for the
period of three months
with effect from August
15,2025

S&P upgrades

India rating
Agence France-Presse -
Mumbai

S&P upgraded lndn s long:

cy
‘commitment to fiscal con
solidation’ and its ‘buoyant
economic growth'.

The US ratings agency
said it was upg»admg lhe

world's fifth-largest
my from BBB- to mn add.
ing that it expects the im-

pact of US president Donald
Trump's tariff blitz on India
to be ‘manageable’, The out.
look on the long-term rating,
S&P noted, is ‘stable’.

PRAN Dairy chief operating officer Maksudur Rahman, among others. attends a seminar titied
Safe Milk: Coordinated efforts of farmers and stakehoiders™ organised by PRAN Dairy on
Thursday. — Press release
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ANSAR-VDP UNNAYAN BANK HOLDS 208TH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

The 208th meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of Ansar-VDP
Unnayan Bank was held on Wednesday. Chairman of the bank and Director General of
Bangladesh Ansar and Village Defense Party Major General Abdul Motaleb Sazzad
Mahmud presided over the meeting. Managing Director Mir Mofazzul Hossain along
with other directors of the committee were present in the meeting.
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Ansar-VDP Unnayan Bank holds 208th
exec committee board meeting

ITrlbune Desk

The 208th meeting of the executive
committee of the board of directors
of Ansar-VDP Unnayan Bank was
held on August 13.

Chairman of Ansar-VDP Un-
nayan Bank and Director General
of Bangladesh Ansar and Village
Defense Party Major General Abdul

Motaleb Sazzad Mahmud presided
over the meeting.

Managing Director Mir Mofazzul
Hossain along with other directors
of the committee were present.

In the meeting, some important
decisions were taken for the bank
along with the implementation of
divisional offices to accelerate the
operational activities of the bank. e
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